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INTRODUCTION 


The United States Sanitaiy Commission may safely leave its history to 
be written in the Annals of the War. In that history, however, the pub- 
lic has an interest which calls for the occasional publicadon of such records 
of the work in progress, and such a description of its methods, purposes, 
and results, as shall correctly set forth the practical features of this great 
system of supplementary aid. 

This volume has been prepared with the design of meeting the demand 
for a succinct narrative of the origin, purposes, prog^ress, and present condi- 
tion of the Commission’s methods and departments of labor. Connected 
outlines, together with reviews and condensed abstracts of current reports, are 
made to bring forward a concise record of the work, from the period of its 
inception to the present time. The (aithfiiiness of the narrative has been 
verified at every step, by one who has attentively observed the Commission’s 
plans and labors from the beginning, and his object will be folly attained if 
the book conveys to the reader’s mind a truthful and connected view of 
the whole scheme — past and present — of the objects, spirit, and practical 
operations of the Commission. 

A French military writer has recently sud, “ It is one of the greatest 
characteristics of the present age, that the cause of humanily has become 
identified with the strength of armies” And, in this view, with a know- 
ledge of our campaigns and battles, and with the records of the Sanitary 
Commission before us, it would be difficult to say whether this grand 
system of sanitary care and succor in the Federal army is more important 
as a work of humane benificence than as a patriotic scheme of aid to 
the effective strength of our military forces. In this mixed work of 
humanity and patriotism, the records of the Commission show that 
there has been untiring and generous effort to enlarge and strengthen 
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all the regular ofiScial methods of Sanitary care and timely succor, 
while, by all available means of supplementary aid, a special work of 
prevenlion and relief has been successfully pursued in all the divisions of 
the army. The various questions that have most concerned the Sanitary 
Commission and the public in this supplementary work are so clearly pre- 
sented in a few paragraphs of a recent article in the North American 
Review, that we can best conclude this introductory by quoting them. 

“ The Government is, or ought to be, the soldier’s best friend, being the 
only friend in a situation to give him constant and efficient protection. 
Whatever struggles with the Medical Department the Sanitary Com- 
mission has at any time had, have always been, not in the way of obtaining 
rights, privileges, or opportunities for itself, of making itself more 
active, important and influential ; but, on the contrary, always in the way 
of stirring up the Department to a larger sense of its own duty, a more 
complete occupation of its own sphere, and such a succeasful administra- 
tion of its afiiurs as would tend to render the Sanitary Commission, and 
all other outside organizations of benificence to the army, unnecessary. 

“ The principle was seen from the first, and has been resolutely main- 
tained under all circumstances, that the people’s care for the soldiers, if 
permitted a free and spontaneous course, might become a main dependence 
of the army, and thus weaken the sense of responsibility and the zeal and 
efficiency of the official sources of supply and protection. This would be 
. so unmeasured an evil, that, rather than incur the risk of it, it was a serious 
question, during the first year at least, nor has it ever since ceased to come 
up as a doubt, whether the r^lar service of the Government, left wholly 
to itself, would not more rapidly and thoroughly cure its own defects than 
when placed under any system of bolstering and supplementing which hu- 
manity and outside sympathy could invent or apply. How long and how 
far, it was continually asked from the very first, is it safe and wise for the 
nation, in its home character, to undertake to do* what the Government can 
do, and ought to do t 

“ The answer to this most urgent and pertinent question is, that in a 
national life like our own, a democracy, where the people take a universal 
part in political afiairs, the Government has no option in the case. The 
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popular affections and sympathies will force themselves into the adminis- 
tration of army and all other affairs in times of deep national awakening. 
The practical question was not, is it best to allow the army to depend in 
any degree upon the care of the people, as distinguished from the Govern- 
ment ? Considered on administrative grounds alone, that question, we have 
DO doubt, shonld be answered negatively. But no such question existed 
in a pure and simple form. It was this question rather ; How shall this 
rising tide of popular sympathy, expressed in the form of sanitary supplies, 
and offers of personal service and advice, be rendered least hurtful to the 
army system, and most useful to the soldiers themselves ! How shall it 
be kept from injuring the order, efficiency, and zeal of the tegular bureau, 
and at the same time be left to do its intended work of succor and sympa- 
thy ; to act as a steady expression of the people’s watchful care of their 
aimy, and as a true helper and supplementer of what the Government may 
6nd it possible or convenient to do from its own resources ? It was this 
mixed question the Sanitary Commission found itself called to answer ; and 
its whole plan and working has been one steady reply to it. It oonld not 
be deemed wise, much less was it possible, to discourage and deaden the 
active sympathies of the people. ***** 

“ The Commission knew that the average annual death-rate in armies 
in our former wars had been exceedingly high, and that an army of 
volunteer forces is most liable to fatal diseases. * * * * in nuf vast 

armies of volunteers, the problems of sanitary science were to be wrought 
out as a national and patriotic work. The death-rates of the Mexican 
campaign would imperil the national cause, and bring sorrow to every 
home in the land. Can the average sickness-rate be kept at a minimum 
point ? Can the average death-rate from disease be reduced to a fraction 
of that which was registered in the Mexican war ! This result the Com- 
mission believed possible. It was to be accomplished by prevention and 
by succor. 

“ The Commission was strongly impressed with the facts that the de* 
itroying angel who follows in the tnul of armies ' exacts from every man 
to the full whatever penalties follow on the infraction of natural law;’ that 
'the waste of human life and the destruction of human health and happi- 
ness [in time of war] have been in aU ag^ many times greater from dia- 
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ease than from actual encounter in the field, and that the faithful records 
of all wars are records of prerentlble sufiering, disease, and death.’ In view 
of these facts, and considering also that the sick and wounded must some- 
times be sacrificed to unavoidable military necessity, the Commission 
churned that ‘all the more should they be supplied with whatever mitiga- 
tion of sufiering military necessities leave possible. 

“ Unity of plan, earnestness, patriotism, and a broad nationality of sen- 
timent and influence, are inscribed upon all the methods, counsels, publi- 
cations, and labors of the Sanitary Commission. The very conception and 
birth of its plan were shaped and quickened by this spirit of Federal 
loyalty. Every woman and child in our Northern homes has insensibly 
caught the spirit of the Commission’s work while contributing their 
handiwork for succor through the branches of the Relief department, and 
the soldier himself is made happily consdous of this spirit of national 
unity whenever he receives sanitary relief. 

“ The g^eat range and magnitude of the Sanitary Commission’s work 
have been inevitable results of the vast increase of our forces, and of 
the original and fixed policy of the Commission, ‘ to secure for the men 
who have enlisted in this war that care which it is the will and the duty 
of the nation to give them.’ ' 

“ This work has been, and must continue to be, rendered practicable by 
the hearty support and sympathy of our free and loyal people. It is a ne- 
cessity which an advandng dvilizatioii^has laid upon their hearts and their 
bands. And while in our peaceful homes and in our popular armies it u 
joyfully accepted as a work equally of patriotism and of love, the influence 
of this great scheme of beneficent labor has gone out to all other dvilized 
nations as an impressive illustration of the progress of that humane Christian 
spirit which is augmenting the popular appreciation of the sacredness of 
human life and human sympathies, and which shall yet elevate the brother- 
hood of states and nations above the very causes of war.” 
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WORKS AND PURPOSES 

or THE 

SANITAKY COMMISSION. 


The United States Santtaby Commission has a history and a 
record which belong to the times, and in the faithfulness and 
success of the work which it has been commissioned to perform, 
every loyal heart is justly concerned. 

Stirring events of the War are still so closely crowding that 
opportunity is not given for compiling a perfect history of the 
Sanitary Commission’s work; but in the following pages we 
propose, from materials at hand, to give a faithful sketch of the 
progress and methods of its several departments. 

Origin and Organization of fJte Sanitary Commission . — In 
an oflScial communication addressed to the Secretary of War 
by the acting Surgeon-General of the Army, dated May 22d, 
1861, it is stated that — 

“ The pressure upon the Medical Bureau has been very great 
and urgent ; and though all the means at its disposal nave 
been iudustriouslv used, much remains to bo accomplished by 
directing the intelligent mind of the country to practical results 
connected with the comforts of the soldier by preveutivo and 
sanitary means. 

“ The Medical Bureau would, in my judgment, derive im- 
portant and useful aid from the connsi^ and well-directed 
efforts of an intelligent and scientific commission, to be s^led 
‘ A Commission of Inqiiiry and Advice in respect of the Sani- 
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tary Interests of the United States Forces,’ and acting in 
co-operation with the Bureau, in elaborating and applying such 
facts as might be elicited from the expenence and more ex- 
tended observation of those connected with armies, with refer, 
ence to the diet and hygiene of troops, and the organization of 
Military Hospitals, etc. 

“ Tins Commissiou is not intended to interfere with, hut to 
strengthen the present organisation, introducing and elaborating 
such improvements as the advanced stage of Medical Science 
might suggest.” 

Thus early in the war, did the acting Chief of the Medical 
Bureau, Dr. E. C. Wood, officially and generously open the way 
for the beginning of a great and humane work. 

Acting in concert with the Medical Bureau, a joint committee 
of delegates from a nmnber of the earlier voluntary aid asso- 
ciations visited the National Capital soon after our forces had 
begun to gather there, and, a few days previously to the letter 
above cited from the Surgeon-General, [May 18th,] tliat 
committee addressed the Secretary of War upon the subject 
of special measures for the sanitary protection of the rapidly 
gathering volunteer army, and also in reference to the utiliza- 
tion of voluntary contributions from the people, for the soldieis’ 
welfare. In their preliminary address to the Secretary of War, 
subsequently published, that committee said : 

“ The present is essentially a people’s war. The hearts and 
minds, the bodies and souls, of tne whole people, and of both 
sexes, throughout the loyal States, are in it. * * * 

“ Convinced by inquiries made here of the practical difficulty 
of reconciling the aims of their own and numerous similar asso- 
ciations in other cities with the regular workings of the Com- 
missariat and the Medical Bureau, and yet fully persuaded of 
the importance to the country, and the success ot the war, of 
bringing such an arrangement about, the imdorsigned respect- 
fully ask that a mixed Commission of civilians, distinguished for 
their philanthropic experience and acquaintance with sanitary 
matters, of medical men, and of military’ officers, be appointed 
by the Government, who shall be charged with the duty of in- 
vestigating the best means of methodising and reducing to 
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practical Bcrvico the already active but undirected benevolence 
of the people towards tlie Army ; who shall consider the 
general subject of the prevention of sickness and siiftering 
among the troops, and suggest the wisest methods, which the 
people at large; can use to manifest their good-will towards the 
comfort, security, and health of the Army. 

“ It must be well known to the Department of War that 
several such conmiiasions followed the C?riinean and Indian 
wars. Tlie civilization and humanity of the age, and of tlio 
American people, demand that such a commission 8houldy>rcce<^« 
our secoiui war of independence — more sacred than the first. 
We wish to prevent the evils that England and France could 
only investigate and deplore. This war ought to' be waged iu a 
spirit of the liighest intelligence, humanity, and tenderness, for 
tlie healtli, comfort, and safety our brave troojis ; and every 
measure of the Government that shows its sense of this will l)o 
eminentlv popular, strengthen its hands, and redound to its 
glory at homo and abroad.” 

In a document printe<l May 23d, the day subsequent to the 
Surgeon-General's letter, quoted above, this Committee com- 
municated to the Secretaiy of War a statement in outline of 
tlie plan and powera tliey would recommend in the organization 
of the proposed Commission. In that statement the Committee 
suggest that — 

“ 1. The Commission being organized for the purposes only 
of inquiry and advice, asks for no legal powers, but only the 
otticial recognition and moral countenance of the Government, 
which will 1« secured by its public apjwintment. It asks for a 
recommendatory order, addressed in its favor to all ofticers of the 
Government, to further its inquiries ; for permission to corre- 
siiond and confer, ou a confidential footing, with the ^ledical 
Bureau and the War Dejiartment, proffering such siiggtwtions 
and counsel as its investigations and studies may from time to 
time prompt and enable it to offer. - * * * 

“ 'I ne general object of the Commission is, through sugges- 
tions reiiorted from time to time to the iledical Bureau and the 
War Department, to bring to bear upon the health,, comfort, and 
morale of our troops, the fullest and ripest teachings of Sanitary 
Science in its application to military’ life.” * * * 

“ As the Govuminent may selei't its own Commissioners, it is 
hoped that the character of the Commission will be the best 
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warrant the Government can liavc that the inquiries of the 
Commission, both as to tlicir nature and the manner of conduct- 
ing them, will 1x3 pursued with discretion, and a careful eye to 
avoiding impertinent and oti'ensivc interference with the legal 
authority and olhcial rights of any of the Bureaus with which it 
may be brought in contract.” 

Such, then, were the objects of the proposed “Commie- 
sion of Inquirj' and Advice in respect of the Sanitary Interests 
of the United States Forces”: and in the specifications that 
follow in the statement by the Committee, to the War De- 
partment, wo find the projected scheme of Inquiry and 
Advice presented under the heads of — Matcritl of the 
Volunteers; 2d. Prcecntion; Zd. lielvf. 

How the work was to be executed may be inferred from the 
following remarks, which we find in that document, under the 
Load of Prevention,', 


“ The Commission would inquire with scientific thoroughness 
into the subjects of Diet, Cooking, Cooks, Clothing, Tents, 
Camping Grounds, Transports, Transitoiy Depots, with their 
exposures. Camp I’olice, with reference to settling the question, 
How far the regulations of the Army proper are or can be prac- 
tically carried out among the Volunfoer Kegiraents, and what 
changes or modifications arc desirable from their peculiar 
character and circumstances? Everything appertaining to 
outfit, cleanliness, precautions i^ainst damp, cold, heat, malaria, 
infection ; crude, unvaried, or ill-cooked Iciod, and an irregular 
or careless regimental commissariat, would fall under this 
head.” 


These printed statements, addressed to the War Department, 
preliminary to the institution of Sanitary Commission, bear the 
ttgnatures of Hesuy W. Bkelows, D. D., W. II. Van Bueeh, 
M. D., J. II.VKSKN, M. D., and Elisha Harris, M. D. 

The ofiidial warrant or order for the organization of the 
Sanitary Commission appears to have issued from the War 
Office June 9th, and to have received the President’s signature 
four days subsequently. 
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In that docoment it is ordered that “ A Oommi^non qf Tur 
quiry and Advice, in respect of the Sanitary IrUerefta of tha 
United States Forces f be organized, and that tlie Commiseion 
“ direct its inquiries to the principles and practices connected 
with the inspection of recruits and enlisted men ; the sanitary 
condition of the volunteers ; to the means of preserving and re- 
storing the health, and of securing the general comfort and 
efficiency of troops ; to the proper provision of cooks, nurses, and 
hospitals ; and to other objects of like nature.” 

That official paper proceeds to state that — 

“ The Commission will frame such rules and regulations, in 
respect of the objects and modes of its inquiry, as may seem best 
adapted to tho purpose of its constitution, which, when approved 
by the Secretary, will bo established as general guides of its inr 
vestigation and aotion. 

“ A room with necessary conveniences will be provided in the 
city of Washington for tho use of the Commission, and the mem- 
bers will meet when and at such places as may be convenient to 
them for consultation, and for tlie determination of such ques- 
tions as may come properly before the Commission. 

“ In the progress of its inquiries, tho Commission will corre- 
spond freely with the Department, and with the Medical 
Bureau, and will communicate to each, from time to time, such 
observations and results as it may deem expedient and im- 
portant.” 

Without delay the greater number of tho gentlemen named 
by tlic Surgeon-General and the Secretary of War convened at 
Washington, and adopted the Plan of Organization, which still 
remains as tho broad basis and outline-scheme of its widely ex- 
tended operations. This scheme, which wo find republished ia 
No. 25 of the Commission’s Documents, appears to have been 
entirely harmonious with the views set forth by tho Special 
Committee that had originally suggested tho institution of the 
Commission. 

Tlie organic stnicturc of the Commission was, from tlie first, 
and still continues to be, exceedingly simple and cfiective. With 
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its President — always actively on dnty — witL its General Sec- 
retary, a Treasurer, and one or two Committees, its wheels 
Lave ever moved forward vigorously and nnclogged. In session 
with hut brief interruptions the first three or fonr months of its 
existence, the Commission then not only laid broad foundations 
for its operations, but entered upon a great variety of special 
inquiries and labors for the hygienic welfare of the raj)idly- 
gathering national forces.* Immediately after its organization 
its President and an Associate Secretary hastened upon a visit 
of observation and inquiry among the gathering trooj« upon 
the Ohio and the Mississippi ; while other Coinraissionei’s visited 
the forces at the East. Even before the first battle of the Army 
of the Potomac, the business of systematic sanitary inspection 


* Organization and membtrthip of the Uniltd Statez Sanitary OoamizsioH. — Tha 
pruent organization of the Commiaeion ia aa followa ; 

H. W. Bellowa, D.D., Preaident, Now York; A. D. Bacbe, LLD., Vice-Proai- 
dent, Waahington, D. C. ; Oeorge T. Strong, Eaq., Treasurer, 68 Wall atreet, New 
York; W. H. Van Boren, M. D., New York ; Gen. G. W. CuUom, U. 8. A.; Col. 
A. E. Shiras, U. 3. A. ; Eliaha Harris, M. D., New York; R. C. Wood, U. D., Aa- 
siatant Surgeon-Gen'l U. S, A,; Wolcott Gibbs, M. D., Cambridge, Mass; S. G, 
Howe, M. D., Boston, Mass. ; C. B. Agnew, M. D., New York ; J. S. Newberry, M. 
D., Cleveland, Ohio ; Rt. Rev. T. M. Clarke, Providence, K. L ; Eon. R. W. Bur- 
nett, Cincinnati, Ohio; Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, III. ; Hon. Joseph Holt, Wash- 
ington, D. C. ; Horace Binney, Jr., Pbiladelpliia, Penn.; Rev. J. II. Heywoo<f, 
lyouiaville, Ky. ; J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Maas. ; Prof. Fairman Rogers, 
and C. J. Still£, Philadelphia, Penn. ; Fred'k. Law Olmsted, Oal. 

In the earlier history of the Commission its membership was mentioned as fol- 
lows ; ” Its presiding officer, a man of learning and a divine, was able to speak with 
authority of the demands of the philanthropy of the country. Of the military 
members, one was chief of the staff of Lieutenant-General Scott, another the 
active bead of thei Medical Bureau, another the active head of the Commissary De- 
partment; two others had previously been in tho service of the War Department; 
and one other had been in foreign military service ; one was a man of distinguished 
reputation in science ; another was a man of scienoe, and of medical skill and ex- 
perience of a special character, and who was, at the time, also in the service of the 
War Department. Another had the same professional recommendation, and had 
also been a medical military officer ; another was a physioian who bad been in 
charge of the most important Government hospital in the country ; the fourth was 
a member of the directory of several important corporations, commercial and 
benevolent, and was immediately elected Treasurer of the Commission ; and another 
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■was -well commenced, and the General Secretary at the Central 
Office had collected and made uae of a large numlwr of reports 
of such inspection ; so that when the first starthug collisions in 
arms occurred, at Blackburn’s J’ord and Bull Kun, the Sanitary 
Commission ■was ready to enter upon its great field without 
delay. 

In the published proceedings of the Commission, as eaidy aa 
July 9th, wo find the Secretary making an extended report u|>on 
present and prospective sanitary wants of the volunteer regi- 
ments, based upon facts already observed. Encampments and 
camp drainage, malaria, water, tents, sun-stroke, pei-sonal clean- 
liness, latrines, camp police, clothing, food, and cooks, aro 
among the subjects discussed in that report. Of the systematic 
sanitary inspection in camps, which had then been commenced, 
that report contains the following suggestive remai-k : 

“ The Secretary is inclined to Ix'lieve that tlie greatest value 
■will soon consist, if it does not alreailv, in the fact, that while 
ai<ling the inspector, the attention of the regimental officers is 
for the first time gravely and specifically called to the sources of 
danger which they have allowed to be established in their camps, 
and which they cannot account for without acknowledging a 
neglect of their own, and to the information and suggestions for 
improvement which they will incidentally receive Irom the in- 
spector.” It * * * * * 

**■»*»*« 


WAS the chief executive officer of a public work emplojiog more than three thou- 
' Baod men, and was immediately elected chief execotire officer of the CoDimiMioo.*’ 

• * • » ft • ft *'• 

Every member of the Commission could lay claim to a standiog and reputation as 
an expert of some one or other of the special functioas assigned by the President 
to the Commission as a body. 

**Of the members since added, one is the Judge Advocate General of the United 
Stales, a second is a bishop of the Protestant Kpiscopal Church, and the three 
others are men of high professional standing, uacb holding positions of nnusuol 
trust in their respective communities.'* 

Ihere are now twenty-two Commissioners, and they respectively represent the 
several departments of learning, public experience, and humane effort with which 
the Sanitary Commistion is legitimately concerned. 
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“ Thus presenting themselves to make official inquiry only, they 
will, without special effort or intention, really bo the best possi- 
ble missionaries of sanitary science to the army.”* 

In a letter to an auxiliary committee of finance, that had 
been organized at New York, in aid of the Commission, pub- 
lished early in July, immediately after his preliminary tour 
through the Western encampments. Rev. Dr. Bellows, Presi- 
dent of tlie Commission, makes the following graphic state- 
ments : 

“ Consider the prospects of 250,000 troops, chiefly volunteers, 
gathered not only from the out-door, but still more from he in- 
door occupations of life; farmers, clerks, students, mechanics, 
lawyers, doctors, accustomed, for the most part, to regularity of 
life, and tliose comforts of home which, above any recorded ex- 
perience, bless our own prosperous land and benignant institu- 
tions ; consider these men, used to the tender providence of 
mothers, wives, and sisters, to varied and well prepared food, 
separate and commodious homes, moderate toil, to careful medi- 
cal supervision in all their ailments — consider these men, many 
of tliem not yet hardened into the bone of rugged manhood, 
suddenly precipitated by unexpected events into tlie field of war, 
at the very season of the greatest lieat, transferred to climates 
to which they are unwonted, driven to the use of food and water 
to which they are not accustomed, living in crowded barracks 
and tents, sleeping on the bare earth, broken of rest, called on 
to liear arms six and eight hours a day, to make rapid marches 
over rough roads in July and August, wearing their thick uni- 
forms and carrying heavy knapsacks on their backs — and what 
can be looked for, but men falling by the dozen in the ranks 
from sheer exhanstion, hundreds prostrated with relaxing dis- 
orders, and, finally, thousands suddenly swept oft' by camp dis- 
eases, the result of irregularity of life, exjuisure, tilth, heat, and 
inability to take care of themselves under such novel conditions.” 
»*•»■»*** 

“ I went in some little anxiety as to the welcome I might re- 
ceive as the envoy of that mixed body, scientific, medical, mili- 
tary, and civil, the Sanitary Commission. But I found my way 
prepared before me. Tidings of the appointment of the Com- 
mission had already spread far and wide. Orders for our cordial 
reception had providently gone forth from the War Department. 


* See note on page 20. 
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From the highest to tlie lowest officials the most ceneroes 
courtes}-, the most willing cooperation, the most grateful sympa- 
thy, flowed without any interruption from a iealous etiquette or 
an imperilled dignity. The officers of the Kegular Army were 
just as kind and cordial as those of the Volunteers, and I ara 
now sure that none of the difficulties anticipated from a conflict 
of powers, are at all likely to arise with a reasonable discretion 
on our part.” 

“ A nobler, manlier, a more intelligent, earnest, and valuable 
body of troops was never gathered on the earth’s surface, than 
the 20,000 men I saw in these camps ! They are fully ecjual to 
the best of our Eastern troops in clothing and equipments, and, 
better than that, their equals in moral force, and directness and 
seriousness of purpose.” 

**»#*■»* 

“ The perils of the .actual battle-field are nothing to such men ; 
the injury their ojien enemies can do them, almost not worth 
thinking of; but will malaria, fever, pestilence — irrational and 
viewless enemies — be as little dangerous ? No ! It is before 
these inglorious but deadly foes that onr brave boys will flinch ; 
before their unseen weapons that they will fall I Their gener- 
ous and self-devoted officers are likely to be the first to suffer. 
They share the hardships, they more than share the labor and 
exposure of their commands. They have the best purposes. 
But they know not yet how to control the diet, the personal 
habits, the ventilation, and police of their quarters and camps. 
They are studying war forties, intent on making soldiers ; they 
rashly assume that intelligent men know how to take care of 
themselves ; and they are already finding camp dysentery seiz- 
ing their regiments with a most threatening grasp. The most 
striking difference is already apparent in camps and troops, 
according as attention is given or denied to the character of the 
water used, the situation of the camp with reference to tlie pre- 
vailing winds, and to the regulation of sinks and the cleansing 
of tents and quarters. Two regiments, separated by a quarter 
of a mile only, contained, in one c.amp not a dozen sick men ; 
in the other, two hundred and fifty men more or less ill with 
dysenteric diarrhoea, and all because one w'as on a plain with 
decent well-water at hand, the other in a wood, with a wretched 
puddle of black ditch-water as the only resource for drinking 
and cooking I” 


The disasters at Bull Kun, on the 18th and 21st July, called 
fortli sympathies and offerings from every northern home, and 
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aroused the Government and the people to a just conception of 
tlie enemy’s vigor, and to the j)eril of delaying a day in the or- 
ganization of an army adecpiate to the struggle for National 
life. And while the loyal j>eople offered and urged larger 
forces of volunteers than could possibly 1« supplied with anns, 
they looked to the People’s Commission of Sanitary Inquiry 
and Advice for the measures and the means by which the sani- 
tary welfare of their soldier-sons in Camp and in Ilospital, 
should be secured. Thoughtful and patriotic citizens sent 
timely materiid aid with words of encouragement and j)romiso, 
while the loyal women sent such offerings as mothers, sisters, 
and wives could l>est prepare for the benefit of soldiere in hos- 
pital, so that with these ofl’erings from women, a large store- 
room in the Treasury Building was crowded in a single day, 
even l>cfore the first flag of truce by General Wadsworth had 
brought back infonnation of the enemy’s denial of the rccpicst 
for our woimded and dead. It was this spontaneous opening of 
the never failing fountains of woman’s sympathy and aid for the 
sick and wounded, that fully inaugurated the Sanitary Comiuis- 
sion’s department of ltdief. 

What was done in council by the Sanitary Commission during 
its protracted night-and-day' sittings, at its Central Office in the 
Treasury Building, Washington, while the national forces were 
being organized, cannot here l>e fully stated ; but the scheme of 
Sanitary Inspection in Canqw and Hospitals was immediately 
and vigorously extended throughout the lines of the gathering 
armies, East and West ; a Bureau of Sanitary and Vital Statis- 
tics was establishetl at the Central Office ; the publication of an 
extended and most valuable scries of monographs in medicine, 
surgery, and hygiene, for the use of Military Surgeons, was t*om- 
menced ; and a great variety of practical and vitally imjwjrtant 
suggestions for improvements in hospitals, camps, recruiting and 
inspections, were presented to the attention of the Military 
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anthoritiea. TLo practical importance of military discipline and 
order, and of military education, as means of promoting the 
sanitary welfare and martial effectiveness of the forces, appears 
to have received meritetl attention ; for we find a special com- 
mittee composed of Gen. George W. Cullum, and Prof. A. D. 
Bache, memhers of the Commission, reporting by appointment 
a list of the resigned graduates of West Point that were pre- 
sumed to be available for military service, to be officially ad- 
dressed by circular. And upon the subject of military discipline 
and official faitlifulness and authority, we find the following 
Kesolntions published in the procee<lings of tlie Cotnmission, 
July 29th, one week subsequently to the disasters of Bull Bun : 

“ Jit’solred, That the Sanitary Commission, in their endeav- 
ors to promote temperance, cleaidiness, and comfort among the 
troop.s, have become convinced that the first sanitary law in 
camp and among soldiers is discipline; and that unless 

this is vigorously as.serted and enforced, it is useless to attempt 
and itnpossible to effect, by any secondary means, the gi'eat end 
they propose — which is the health and happiness of the anny.” 

“ Hemlvtd, That looking only to the health and comfort of 
thetrtiiips, it is our profound conviction that any special relax- 
ation of military discipline in favor of volunteer troo|>s, l)ased 
either upon their suppo.sed unwillingness or inability to endure 
it, or upon the alleged cx])Cctation of the public, is a fallacious 
policy, and fraught with peril to the lives of the men and the 
success of the national cause; and that, speaking in the name of 
the families and the communities from which the volunteers 
come, and in the name of humanity and religion, wo implore 
that the most thorough system of military discijdine be carried 
out with the otficere and men of the volunteer force, as the fii-st 
and essential condition of their health, comfort, and morality.” 

“ lienolved, 1'hat the health and comfort and efficiency of the 
men is mainly dependent on the nnintcrni])ted presence, the 
pei's<)nal watchfulness, and the rigid authority of the regimental 
and comjiany officers; and that all the great defect.s, whether in 
the commissariat or in the police of camps, are radically due to 
the al)sence of officers from their jwsts and to the laxity of the 
discipline to which they are themselve.s accustomed — a la.xity 
"which would never be tolerated among regidars, and which, 
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while tolerated among onr soldiers, will make a mob of armed 
men rather than an anny.” 

“ Resolved, That it is tlie public conviction of this Commis- 
eion, that the soldiers themselves, in their jxiinful experience of 
want of leaders and and protectors, would heartily welcome a 
rigid discipline exerted over their officers and themselves ; that 
the public would hail with joy the inaguration of a decisive, 
prompt, and rigid rule, extending alike to officers and men ; and 
that any despondency or doubt connected with our military and 
national prospects, or with the health and security of our troops, 
would disappear with the first indications of rigid order enforced 
with impartial authority throughout the whole army.” 

“ Resolved, • That the Sanitary Commission assure Major- 
General McClellan in advance, of all the moral support and 
sympathy of (their numerous constituents, and beg him to believe 
that theliumane, the intelligent, the religious, tlie patriotic, will 
uphold his hands in every endeavor to communicate a spirit of 
subordination, fidelity, and obedience to the troojis, even by re- 
sort, if found necessary, to the utmost ri^or of military law, be- 
lieving that the health, comfort, and cfticiency of the army are 
all united in their deiicndence on a strict, uniform, and all-per- 
vading military discipline.” 

What was being done by the Sanitary Commission in camps 
and in hospitals during the two or three months succeeding the 
first battles, would best be told by the Actuary of its Statistical 
Bureau, and by the journals and balance sheets of its Belief 
Department, or by tlie hundreds of hospital and regimental 
Burgeons, witli wdiose daily service and wants tlie Sanitary In- 
Bpeclora had made themselves fajuiliar. From the day contribu- 
tions commenced flowing to its treasury, the Commission began 
to supplement special wants in the military hospitals ; and there 
is an impressive significance in thc«c ordere and receipts for 
such 8U[)pleinentary relief to the sick and wounded. The first 
we find on rt>cord is an order for water-beds, and then, for the 
first hospitals, at Alexandria and Washington ; it was — 

‘■^Resolved, That the following articles be procured for imme- 
diate use in the general hospitals: 100 small tables for writing 
in bed, 100 iron wire cradles for protecting wounded limb-s, 30 
boxes of dominoes, 30 checker-boards, 5 lbs. of Delphinum.” 
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And not only did tlie Commission express concern for the 
comfort and welfare of the individual patients, by thus tenderly 
remembering their wounds, their social wants, and bodily dis- 
comforts, but it specially investigated the hygienic condition and 
medical wants of the hospitals,* reporting to the proper authori- 
ties their structural and administrative defects, and preparing 
plans and details for the required improvements ; while ita 
treasury paid the wages of Cadet surgical-drcsscrs, until they 


• In the Keport of Ihe TTospUtil Committee, adoptcO by the Commission, Joly 
81st, 1861, {Documtnt No. 23,) we find the following statement: — 

** But the principal want experienced by the sick, was found by your Committee 
to be clean and appropriate Hospital clothing. Bat for the liberal forothmight of 
the benevolent women of the nation, mirsoldWs would have been compelled to lift 
sick and wounded in the clothes in which they entered the Hospital wards, and 
which, in many cases, hod not been changed or even washed mr weeks before. 
Idany had been already supplied, and your Committee had the satisfaction of see- 
ing that every sick man In Ilospital was fully provided with a proper suit of cloth- 
by the authority of tlie Commission.” 

“ No available provision being made by Government for the woshing of the cloth. 
Sng worn by volunteers on their entering Hospital, the Committee secured thft 
authority of the Commission for employment of laundresses for this purpose; so 
that when the soldier is ready to leftvo the Hospital and resume his duties, hift 
clothing will be clean and fit for use.” 

** The services of a barber were also procured for the sick, and your Committee 
can bear witnens that he contributed not a little to their cleanliness and comfort 
W ire frames for the protection of wounded llmb.s from pressure of bedclothes^ 
vere found to bo wanted, and they were supplied.” 

** Another subject was recognized by your Committee as possessing much inter- 
ftst and importance, viz.: the provision of systematic and reliable means of identi* 
fying the remains of soldicra dying in the General Hospitals, end of properly 
marking the graves in which they are interred, so that the reasonable innuirics of 
friends an»l^ relations mny be properly answered. This matter was brought before 
the Commission, and referred to a Special Committee, for immediate action.” 

“Your Commilteo venture to embwly their conclusions in the form of sug- 
gestions, and would submit to the Commission (2dly) the propriety of recommend- 
ing to Oovcrnmenl that hereafter instead of hiring old buildings for General Hos- 
pitals they should order the erection of a snfiicient number of wooden shanties or 
pavilions of appropriate construction, and fulh’ provided with water for bathing, 
washing, and w.itcrdoset9, and ample arrangements for ventilation and for secur- 
ing warmth in winter, to accommodate from thirty to sixty each, and to be sutB- 
ftiently distant not to poison each other. This snggestion embodies the latest and 
bast views as to the couslructiou of hospitals, and its adoption would save both 
lives and money.” 

“ If the present hospitals are to be occupied during the fall and winter months, 
•oroo plan should be at once adopted and applied, by the competent authorities, to 
correct their architectural defects, to provide facilities for bathing ond watcr- 
olosets, to introduce water on each floor, and to separate the dcod-hou^es from 
Ihe words occupied by the tick. Measures should also bo taken to improve their 
TsntUation, and for their thorough warming in winter.” 
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could be recognized bylaw and tbe regulations ; audits Sanitary 
Inspectors furnished to tlie surgeons of regiments and hospitals 
in the malarious districts the necessary prophylactics. The work 
of sanitary inspection was vigorously pushed forward, and the 
train of evils that imperilled the health of recruits, was measur- 
ably controlled, and the more important causes of special suffer- 
ing, discomfort, and dissatisfaction among the volunteers were 
pointed out and remedied. By the Commission’s agency a re- 
ceiving station and a Soldiers’ Rest, were established at Wash- 
ington, with special means of providing suitable eare for the sick 
or specially needy, as well as for supplying the means for cleans- 
ing, rest, and refreshment to the multitudes of weary, unwashed, 
and hungry soldiers that daily crowded in the vicinity of the 
Washington railroad depot, impatiently waiting assignment and 
rations, or transportation. Similar “Rests” and “Homes,” for 
way-worn volunteers were soon established at the West, and 
elsewhere ; while to the proper departments of Gov’eniment, at 
Washington, the officers of the Commission faithfully presented 
the special wants and perils of the regiments, in regard to mala- 
ria, to special causes of lionie-sickness and of insubordination, to 
camp vices, and suggestions in respect of rations, camp cooking, 
&c. And in the printed catalogue of the topics of specific inquiry 
for the guidance of the Camp Inspectors, judicious direction was 
given to the inve.stigation, in every regiment, of some two 
hundred practical questions relating to the hygienic welfare of 
the men iti the field. 

The Sanitary Commis-sion’s work in camp and hospitals had, at 
tills early day, maiiifcstlj' secured for it, in a remarkable degree, 
the hearty confidence and support of the people and the Govern- 
ment. And it certainly was no trivial task adequately to meet 
or anticipate the rapidly augmenting demands of the aecmnulat- 
ing forces. Yet this appears to have licen well accomplished, for 
we find the General Secretary early in December, 1861, reporting 
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the reception at the central office of more than four hundred full 
returns of the stated schedules of inquiry from regimental camp 
insjKictions, and at the same time presenting his own careful 
deductions from such returns of two hundred regiments whose 
sanitary history and wants had been specially studied and re- 
ported by the Sanitary Inspectors during the months of Sep- 
tember and October. 

To obtain a just conception of the magnitude of the work 
thrown upon the Commi.ssion during the first six months of its 
operations, the reader has but to recall the rifpidly crowding 
events of those first montlis of our national struggle. 

The 75,005 volunteers and State troops, under the President’s 
call of April 15th, did not complete their three months’ service 
without shiu-Ing in the earlier benefits of tlie Sanitary Commis- 
sion’s labore ; and of the seventy-five regiments, under the le^7 
of May 3d, of soldiers for the war, scarcely a battalion failed to 
l)e reached by the Sanitary Iu.«pcctors and tlie Commission’s 
benefactions either before or soon after the first series of con- 
flicts into which they were led. And we think it may bo 
asserted, that some of the.se hastily recruited regiments early 
became so effectually indoctrinated in the practical teachings, 
of tho Commission that they vied, and have continued to vie 
with TOgulars and veterans in camp police, good discipline, 
high health, and military effectiveness. We can never for- 
get the impression left upon our mind as a civilian, visiting 
a regiment of tlii.s class of those early volunteers, upon tho 
Chickahoniinv, during the severest of the Peninsula Cam- 
paigii ; a full regiment having but four men sick in general 
and regimental hospitals — and this was a regiment that never 
neglected its camp jwUce and its camp cooking, oven wlien 
bivouacking. To this regiment, during its first fortnight in 
Ciinip, in July, ISfil, the Sanitary Commi.ssion. had assigned 
Mr. Sanderson and a skilled assistant to teach two men in every 
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company the art of preparing the army rations, and tliose men 
and their companies were aj>t pupils. Among the seventy-five 
regiments of that first levy for the war were many excellent 
exam})lc8 of the influences of the hygienic teachings of the 
Sanitary Commission, and, as in the remarkahle instance 
mentioned by Baron Steuben* among the volunteers of the 
Revolution, these good examples were widely contagious. 
Bnt before these seventy-five regiments had all been reached by 
the Commission, Congress, being aroused by the early disasters, 
in July, had authorized the organization of an anny of 500,000 
men, and (piickly the President’s call was is.sued for 300,000 vol- 
unteers, and with it came the demands of the people and the 
petition of the Sanitary Commission for the greatest military 
vigor and good discipline, to render the national forces in the 
highest degree effective, reliable, and physically and morally 
strong. 

To authorize and call forth such an enlargement of the anny, 
and to accumulate the necessary equipage and materiel for such 
an army, wa.s a business scarcely more important or diflfcuilt than 


* Bflroo Steuben's effort®, under 'Wasiiinqtok*® direction, for the iraprovement 
of the untrained nnd frcsiily recruited force® of the Hevolution, happily illustrate 
what may bo accomplished by skillfully prejmrin^ nnd presenting^ exam 

pU». Of his first labors ns railiinry instructor, with the title of “ lnj»pector (fen- 
eral,” of the volunteers then gathering for the war of Uio Revolution, Steuben 
writes:— 

*'T commenced operations by drafting one hundred and twenty men from the 
line, whom I formed into a guard,** Ac. I made this guard my military school. I 

drilled them myself twice a day I often took the musket mvself to show the 

men, (kc , ..All mv In3j>cctors were-present at each drill." (A Colonel from 
each I^ivision, and a Maj'»r from each Brigade.] ** We marched together, w heeled, 
Ac., Ac., and in a fortnight iny company knew perfectly well how to bear arms, 

had a military bearing, knew how to marcli, Ac., Ac." '*1 had m^* companv of 

guards exactl 3 ' as 1 wished them to be. They were well dressed, tlieir arms cleaa 
and in good order, and their general appearance quite respectable.** 

** Having gained ray point, and dispersed my aj>oatlc9, the Tnspeciort, my 

new doctrino was eagerly embraced. 1 lost no time I applied mysysieni to 

battalions, afterwards to brigade's, and in less than three weeks I executed maoteu* 
Tres with an entire division.”— Aapp'i Li/e o/ Sltuben, Chapter vl 
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the adjustmont of tlie means and agencies that should insure a 
high hcaltli-rate in all those untrained and nnaccliinated forces; 
yet this was the prohlein which the Government had committed 
to the Sanitary Commission as the accredited aid and co-worker 
of the War Department and the Medical Bureau. How the 
Sanitary Oommi.ssion attempted the solution of this problem, 
and how it discharged the duties gerniaiu to it, in council, in 
communications with the War Office, and with military com- 
mandants in the camps and in hosjntals, will certainly fill an 
instructive i>age in the history of this great war against the 
rebellion. Tlie following quotations from the Coniinission’a 
Eej^ort to the Secretary of War, December, 1861, set forth very 
interesting facts resj>ccting certain results and plans of operation 
up to that period : — • 

“ Fourteen well qualified physicians are now employed by the 
Commission, each having a detine<l portion of the army under 
bus obst'.rvatiou. Six other gentlemen, each possessed of special 
acquirements, are engage<l on special duties. A list of their 
names ami of the posts to which they are res]>ectively assigned, 
is ajqiended. It is proper to record the fact that they have in 
several cases withdrawn from positions far more, remunerative 
than that now occujned by them, and have undertaken their 
present duty from motives of the highest benevolence and pat- 
riotism.” 

« w « « « 

“ The influence, however, which officers unconsciously re- 
ceive through the mere <lirection of their attention to neglected 
duties, by the iinjuiries which the Ius])octorshavc need to address 
to them, constitutes the chief ]>art of the value of the services 
of the Commis-sioii. This, of course, cannot be sj>ecified and 
recorded. But the effect of the advice given bv the Inspectors 
of the Commission is found not to be confined to the particular 
camp visited, or to the officere with whom they conveive. The 
example of one regiment in reforming abuses and enforcing san- 
itary laws is very generally followed by others near it, and an 
emulation is excited among conqtany and regimental officers, 
the bencticiiil eft'ccts of which have been noticed in many cases 
where an ill-regulated regiment bus been transferred to tlio 
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neighborhood of a cleanly, well-policed, thoroughly drained, and 
ealubrious camp.” 

***««*# 

“ There is no donht tliat systematic attention to sanitary laws 
is beeoming more generally underetood to he a part of the duty 
of a military officer ; and it is satisfactory to ol)serve that tho 
more recently enlisted regiments begin Itctter than those enlisted 
at the o])ening of the campaign, and improve faster. This, in 
part, may be fairly attributed to the publications of the t^oni- 
mission, whieh, to the number of more than one hundred and 
fifty thou.sand, have been scattered through the couiitry and 
largely reprinted in the newspaj)ers.” 

»*«***» 

“ Tho Cornmis-sion has distributed gratuitously to the surgeons 
and officers of the volunteers, three thousand each, on an aver- 
age, of five concise treatises on tho best means of ])reserving 
liealth in camps, and on the treatment of the sick ami wounded 
in camp and the battle-field. As the surgeons of tho volunteer 
army are almost altogether drawn from civil ])ractice, and as no 
books, or even circulars of instruction in regard to their novel 
responsibilities, have yet been su]>])licd them by tiovernmeut, 
these modest works have been found of considerable value. 

“ Camp Police, in gene7'al . — Of the camps insjieeted, five (5) 
per cent, were in admirable order, forty-five per cent, fairly clean 
and well policed. Tho condition of twenty-.six (2fl) ])cr cent, 
was negligent and slovenly, and that of twenty-four (24) j>er 
cent. <lueidedly bad, filthy, and dangerous. 

“In those camps which are referred to as in a neglected and 
positively bad condition, some or all of the following sources of 
danger to (he health of the men were found to exist, viz : drains 
wanting or clogged up, and retentive of stagnant water; tho 
camp streets and spaces between tho tents littered with refuse 
food and other rubbi>h, sometimes in an offensive state of de- 
composition; slops dcjio.-:itcd in pits within the <-amn limits, or 
thrown out broadcast; hea])s of manure and offal close to the 
camp, and the jirivies neglected. 

“ In alKMit two-thirds of the camps, the streets were found 
fairly clean, but in only about one-third were the edges of tents, 
the spaces between them, and the camp drains, entirely freo 
from litter and rubbish. On the whole, a very marked and 
gratifying im[>rovement in the custom of the volunteer regiments 
in respect of camp police has occurred during the summer. 
Faults in this respect, which were at one time generally regarded 
as unworthy of tho attention of regimental officers, are now con- 
sidered di.sgraeeful, and the number of camp.s in which officers 
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and men take pride in maintaining an exact and severe camp 
police, is rapidly increasing.” 

4 / 

“ Militanj Hospitals. — At the close of the October session of 
the Gomiuission it was understood that Government would at 
oiici) commence the erection of two cheap temporary model hos- 

i iitals at Washington, in conformity with plans carefully prepared 
>y a committee of the medical members of the Commission, and 
ai>provcd by it as embodying the latest results of sanitary 
scieiuie. These ])lans have been formally approved by the (Juar- 
termaster-Geueral, the Coinniander-in-Chief, and the kfedical 
Director of the Army of the Potomac, and the ground for tho 
e.\ample buildings has been staked out.” 

**•»■»»** 

“ Yoh<7}(cer Hospital., and othe>' Supjdics. — The Commission 
did not, at lirst, contemplate furnishing hosj)ital and other sup- 
j)lies to the army on any large scale, but confined itself mainly 
to the duties of ‘ impdry and advice’ assigned it by the Secretary 
of VV’ar. It could not rel’rain, however, without doing violence 
to the human sym])athic8 of its members, from sujiplying some 
few of the more pre.ssing wants which they saw existing in tho 
niilitarv hospitals of Washington and elsewhere. Tho abrenco 
of any liospital fund, already referred to, made these wants reme- 
diless, except hy the Commis.«ion, or more j>roperly, by the getio- 
rotis and patriotic people of the loyal State.s, whom the Com- 
mission represents iis their agent and almoner.” 

******* 

Amount of Sup/dks DisblhuUd. — The dcra.and for articles 
of clothing and protection for the sick has naturally increased 
during the past month, but the means placed by the community 
at tho disposal of the Commission has enabled its Inspectors to 
keep ))ace with this increase. Thirty-four thousand four hundred 
and eighty-one articles of hospital clothing were distributed 
from the WashingtoTi dc|K)t aloUe during the month of Novem- 
ber, besides a large bulk of unclassilical articles. 

“The supplies thus distributed from the Washington depot 
have been issued to one hundred and thirty -six hosj)itals; twenty 
of which were general, and one hundred and si.xteen regimental. 
The average number of articles supplied to each was a littlo 
more thiin two hundred. About one thousand arc now daily 
distributed from the same di^pot, and their value in money is 
not less than five hundred dollars. 

“ At the Clevehiiid <lc|>ot sixty-Tiine thousand articles have 
been received since its organization ; and titty-one thousand, 
besides several tons of articles of hosj)ital diet, have been already 
issued from it to the anny of the W^t, at various points. 
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“From the Wheelinj; depot, four thousand eiglit hundred and 
fourteen articles of bedding and clothing, alone, have been dis- 
tributed.”* 

Of the v.'ork of Special Relief — then designated Irregular 
Relief, one of the most systematic and interesting depart- 
ment of labor under the Sanitary Cominis-sion, we must speak 
in a subscfjnent page ; and so of the Statistical Biirean ; 
the 83 'stem of Mortuary and Burial Records, the Publication 
Department, etc., all of which were in complete operation before 
the close of the year 1861. The Rejwrt, No. 40 of the Connnis- 
aion’s current documents, from which we have just been quoting, 
contains in its hundred pages a verj' condensed statement of the 
first six months’ work of the Commission, in its several depart- 
ments. 

To every unbiassed and dis<‘eming mind, whether in the 
medical profession, or the army, the Sanitary Commission has 
manifestly been, from its organization until now, the most un- 
faltering and faithful friend and ally of the Medical Depart- 
ment, and of all that is good and faithful in it. And wo 
believe it may safely l>e stated, that the British Sanitary Com- 
mission in the Crimea excited far greater animosity and as- 


* Tho financial basic of the Sanitar}' CotomiMion seeme to hnve been simply 
fiiith in the intelligent nyropntliy and co-operation of tiio |>eoplc. In this Re{>ort 
to the Serretnry of War, dated December, 1861, the Commission nmkes tl*e fol- 
lowing statement respecting finances: — 

“ As the Commisshm tvns to receive no peeuninry support from Government, It 
was under the necessity of calling on private liberality for the fund it required to 
mitUin it. Its ap|>onl for this puipose was respond^ to with promptitude nnd 
liberality, and the ('ominission wns thus enabled to into operation without 
delay. The Life Inmirmice Companies of MaKsachusetts, New York and New 
Jersey, were most generous in their conlrihution.s— one of the number (the New 
York Life Insurance Company of N. Y.,) having giren five thousand dullar^^ to tho 
objects of the C<»mnii8siuii. has received in money from nil sources, up to tho 
26th of November last, twenty-eight thousaml one fiundriMl and seven dollars, 
(f28,107.) the larger portion of which hns been contributed by ritixons nnd inatl- 
tution^ of New York. Whether public liberality can be dejiended on n« a perma- 
nent source of supply is uncertnin. Should it fail, the Commission will be under 
tho necessity of terminating its labors, unless Goveroinent should see fit to assume 
iU support.'* 
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perity of feeling in army and bureau circles than have ever yet 
been called forth in our anny by the U. S. Sanitary Commission. 
Not tliat this Commission has been less faithful and bold in its 
inquisitions, and in efforts for reform and improvement, than 
the Crimean Commission, but the contrary rather. Indeed, it 
should Ikj stated, to the credit of the Meflical Staff and Mili- 
tary Commandants of our armies, as well as the honor of the 
Commission, that its enlightened and well-direete<l zeal in 
specific efforts, its fearlessness and candor, and its broad and 
forecasting plans and practical undertakings, have, from tlie 
first, commanded for it and its officers the fraternal sentiments, 
the profound respect, and the gratitude of all our best Generals 
and Surgeons in the field. 

The Sanitary Commission has not been silent ■when im- 
portant principles or facts were to be asserted, nor have its coun- 
sels been timid, indefinite, or hesitating, when its advice or 
leadership in specific reforms and innovations have been neces- 
sary. It fearlessly attacked the policy of perjKtual (tuccfssion 
hj senioritij alone in the medical service of the anny, and 
as boldly grappled with tlie radical vices and defects of 
usages and regidatims that not only permitted but compelled 
delay and insufficiency in the care and provision for sick and 
wounded soldiers, in field and in hospital. The Ck>mmission 
was in duty bound to discover, and expose the causes of such 
faults, and it heartily accepted and discharged the oncroug 
duty. 

The following paragraphs, which wc extract from the Report 
to the Secretary of War, in Deccml>er, 18(11, indicate the spirit 
and objects of the Sanitary Commission in dealing with ques- 
tions liable to excite controversy and opposition where radical 
reforms were demanded ; 

“The object had in view by the Commission can be effectually 
accomplished only by the direct action of Government, througn 
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officers who can order, where the Commission can only advise. 
The cause our armiej! have to defend is alone dearer to the people 
than arc those who have to suffer in its defence. The strength 
and inohility of the army cannot he sacriticed to the care of its 
sick and wounded. The sick and wounded should he sacriticed 
unflinchingly, to every unavoidable military necessity ; but all 
the more should they be suj)plied with whatever mitigation of 
suffering military nece-ssities leave |M>ssible. And these should 
be furnished them, not as if a hard master were driving a bar- 

f ain with them — as in the commutation of a board contract — 
lit as if the love and pity of mothei-s, wives, sweethearts, and 
Bisters, were exercised with the far-.seeing providence, boldness, 
ingenuity, tact and industry of true military generalship — Sur- 
geon-fieneralship. 

“The duty of guarding against the defeat of our armie.s by 
disease, needs to be undertaken a.s earnestly, as vigilantly, with ^ 
as liberal a policy, and with ns resolute a determination, as any 
other military' duty. 

“ To secure this resnlt, the Commission is convinced that a 
higher place needs to be accorded the medical statf in the organi- 
zation of the army. Its relations with all departments and all 
rank.s, ns well as with the Government itself, needs to bo more 
intimate, confidential, and influential. 

“ Whatever and whoever stands in the way of this, the Com- 
mission wants put out of the way. Hut if an impression pre- 
vails in any quarter that the mcmbci's of the Coimnis.sion, in 
their devotion to this purpose, have been over-zealous, or sought, 
individually or collectively, to bring it about by action not al«o- 
lutely within their assigned duty, or that they have used any 
indirect or unworthy means theietbr, that impression is without 
the smallest foundation in truth.” 

“Tlie one point which controls the Gommis.sion is Just this: a 
eimplo de.siro and resolute determination to secure for the men 
who have enlisted in this war that care which it is the will and 
the duty of the nation to give them. I'hnt earc is their right, 
and, in the Government or out of it, it must be given them, let 
who will stand in the way.” 

Early in its session, during the winter of ISCl-D, C'ongress 
revived its discussions upon the medical and sanitary care of the 
anuy. The occasion for enlarging and radically imjiroving the 
organization of tho army medical service had arrived ; a variety 
of now or revised acts wore being presented — each based upon 
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views and purposes more or less limited Ly personal interests — 
and all of tlie hills too Incomplete and inadcHpiate for tlio 
emerf^oncy. Enjoying the confidence and counsels of the chief 
military authorities of the army, and hcing in a position to 
confer advisedly with the ^lilitary Committees of Congress, tho 
Sanitary Commission was freely consulted in reference to tho 
hygienic and medical wants of the volunteer forces, and it ac- 
cepted the responsible duty of aiding in tho preparation and 
advocacy of the Xcw Medical Act which was finally agreed 
upon hy both Houses of Congress, lly that Act a special Corps 
of Sanitary lnspectt>rs was ordered to ho appointed from tho 
staff of regular and volunteer surgeons; the number of regular 
Surgeons and Assistant Surgeons was ordered to ho incren ed ; 
the Corps of ^fcdical Cadets was enlarged, and needless restric- 
tions upon the employment of hospital assistants were removed, 
and the haiuls of meditral purveyors were so unloosed as to ena- 
lilc surgeons instantly to meet the wants of their patients. 
And, la.stly, that Act provided for the appointment, by tho 
President and Senate, of a Surgeon General, upon the ground 
of merit and litness. 

Tho Sanitary Commission had clearly won the right to a 
preponderating opinion in the choice of candidates, and when 
consulted, it unhesitatingly expressed its prcferenci^ and gave 
good reasons for such choice. Dr. Wii.liam A. IIammonu, an 
Assistant Surgeon of the regular army, w'as duly nominated 
and confirmed as Surgeon-General. In the army he was known 
ns a medical ofllcer of rare ability and grc.at strength of charac- 
ter, whoso patriotism and c.sj)rit <lc corps had, at tho very 
opening of tho w'ar, impelled him to relimpush a Professorship 
and the tcmjging professional relations of civic life, to resume 
his former rank and service in tho Medical Staff: to the 
scientific world he was favorably known as a distinguished phy- 
siologist, and as an assiduous student of medical science in iU 
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conservative and liiglier applications ; and his researches and 
pnblieations had won for him a high position as a pliysieian and 
scholar of advanced and definite views; wliile, in the estimation 
of the Sanitary Commission, his claims to pre-eminent (pialifica- 
tion and fitness for the immense resjKinsihilitics of the Medical 
Bureau rested scarcely less upon proved ability in service than upon 
his eminent attainments; — for Dr. Hammond, in his published 
official Beports of Inspection in Hospitals and Camps, had dis- 
played a capacity to grasp ■with j>eculiar power all those practical 
questions of military hygiene with which the Medical Depart- 
ment is concerned, and upon which the problem of needed re- 
forms mainly depended. 

In the prime of life, and with endowments — jdiysical and 
mental — adequate to the vast responsibilities of the Medical 
Bureau of the Army, Subokon-Gknkkai. Hammond entered upon 
his labors at the critical ])criod when the largest resources of his 
department of the service ■were overdrawn, imd tvlicn the great- 
est promptitude, foresight, and expansion, were demanded alike 
by hiunanity and the exigencies of the military service. Five 
hundred thousand troops were in the field, and all the armies 
were moving rapidly. The military hospitals contained a 
crowdcil popidation of sick and wounded men, and that vast 
population of nc(‘dy sufferers was daily augmenting with great 
rapidity. •Tlie natiitnal victories at Jlill Spring, Fort Donclson, 
Pittsburg-landing, Island No. 10 , Hilton Head, Fort Pulaski, 
Roanoke Island, Newborn, and New Orleans, had not only 
overwhelmed the means and capacity of the military ho8])ital3, 
but had increased greatly the (aiuses of disease. The Army 
of the Potomac, in its Sisyphus-like movements upon Mana-ssas 
and back to the Potomac and the Peninsula, after its pro- 
tracted hybernation, had left many thousands, or nearly nix per 
cent, of its force, in the general hospitals about Washington; 
and, with insufficient medical and hospital supplies, that model 
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army had plunged into the swamps and impracticable mnd- 
iieMs between the York and James rivers. Over mud-roads, 
and in the storms of early spring, that noble army toiled on, — 
marching and trenching, on picket, and in camps more peril- 
ous to health than any duty, — until many more, or nearly ten 
per cent, of the soldiers that moved upon Yorktown and Wil- 
liamsburg liad succumbed to disease and exhaustion before the 
beginning of June ; and upon the day we occupied the former 
town the Sanitary Commission, by authority of General McClel- 
lan, undertook tlie responsible and very necessary duty of im- 
mediately transporting to Northern hospitals the many thou- 
samls of sick and disabled soldiem that were left in ix“ril and 
want, a.s the army moved up the Peninsula. How the Com- 
mission did this and many other things of the kind, and what 
occurred to mark its spirit and test its means and their adapta- 
bility, duriiig that memorable campaign, we shall presently 
mention. 

For a moment, in this place, reverting to the relations of the 
Sanitary Commission to the Medical Department, it should be 
particularly noted th.at, while persistently praying and lalwring 
for such reforms and new regulations in the Medical and San- 
itary administration a.s would efi'ectually unfetter its staff of 
Burgeons and purveyors, and promptly provide amj)le life-saving 
means and measures, the tiommission undoubtedly hoped for 
an opportunity to withdraw some of its more c.xpensive and ex- 
traordinary agencies from the field. The new corps of Sanitary 
Inspectors, as well as all the other enlargements and reforms 
ordered in the New Medical Act, tended somewhat to relieve the 
Commission from responsibility and expense. But the iin- 
prove<l regulations and appointments under that Act were not 
confinned until upon the Peninsula, and upon the Cumberland 
anti the Tennessee, the Mississippi and the Atlantic coast, the 
progress of our arms, and the vast increase of wounds and sick- 
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ness, had more tlian quadrupled the demands upon the Medical 
Bureau, as well as upon the Sanitary Commission. The month 
of May, 1882, had opened with the progress of our forces 
through Yorktown and IVilliamshurg and up the Pamimkej', 
the occupation of New Orleans, and the rapid progress and en- 
largement of the armies that liad simultaneously and success- 
fully pres.sed forward upon the rebel territory, throughout itse.x- 
tended coastwise and river-flanked borders. At this period, the 
con-stunt sichncss-raic of the Federal army had reached about 
one-seventh the total forec, — the permanent and regimental 
hospitals together containing more than 100,000 siek and wound- 
ed, — and the ratio of this sickness-rate was rapidly increasing 
in the army of the Potomac, having been more than doubled in 
two months. 

For the Sanitary Commission to withdraw any of its agencies, 
or retrench in its oflerings of supplementary aid and supjdies, 
both for the work of preventing disease and for mitigating the 
Bufferngs of the sick and wounded, wa-s manifestly impossible at 
Buch a l)criod. Its work went on. ITic public demanded it ; 
the new Surgeon-General required and appreciated its j>re.<ence 
everywhere in the Army ; and everywhere tlie soldier, and 
every right-minded officer, alike desired and sought the aid of 
the Commission. 

"We had begun to mention the new demands upon the Sani- 
tary Commission in General McClellan’s camj)aign upon the 
Peninsula, but there was nothing to distinguish its work in 
that march of the Potomac Army, and its heroic struggles, 
more than has characterized the Commission's ordinary work in 
the other grand armies at other periods, — except it be that tlie 
events of that campaign were so condensed and so groat, the 
ncccs.sitics and eare of sick and wounded soldicre so urgent, and 
the Commission’s work, in its surprising and rapid expansion 
BO near and so impressive, that what the Commission did in 
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tliftt eventful campaign, and wlij it did it, furnish to the world 
an epitome of its purposes, its methods, its means, and its 
heneficcnt power. Yet, tlic record of the Sanitary C-ommis- 
sion’s work during the Peninsula Campaign is mainly a record 
of its single “ Department of Relief,” — a department that must 
necessarily ho kept subordinated to that of Sanitary Inquiry 
and Advice. Ami so pregnant with interest is the record of 
that department of the ■work during the Peninsula campaign, 
tliat a history of the Commis,~iou's usefulness woidd be incom- 
plete without a special notice of it. Let the '•'Hospital Trans- 
ports"* tell, imperfectly it must be confessed, what that work 
was. We extract only the following paragraphs : 

“ A sudden transfer of the scene of active war from the high 
banks of the Potomac to a low and swampy region, intersc(;tcd 
with a net-work of rivers and creeks, early in the summer of 
ISd-j, rc()uired appliances for the proper care of the sick and 
wounded, which did not ai>pear to have been contemplated in 
the (lovernmcnt arrangements.” * * * » 

ITospitai. Tkansport “Daniel Webster,”) 
CnEESEMAN-’s Creek, April 30, 1802. j 

“ I received General Meigs’ order under which this ship came 
into our bands on Friday. She 'was then .at Alexandria, and 
could not be got over the shoals to W.'isliington. It wiis not till 
near night that I was able to got a lighter, and this, atlcr ono 
trip, was taken off to carry reinforcements to McDowell at 
Fredericksburg. I succeeded before daylight of Saturday in 
getting a tug at Avork, and by the next morning (Sunday) liad 
lier hold full. At eleven o’clock got the hosjntal comjiany on 
board.” * * * » » 4 

"MayUt.— * * * * » * ^ The Com- 

mission has here at present, besides the Daniel W<hster, 
one or two gtoreships, and the Wilson Small, a boat of light 
draught, fitted up as a little hospital, to run uj) creeks, and 
bring down sick and wounded to the transj>orts. She is under 
the care of Dr. C., and has her little supply of hospital clothing, 


* IIusriTAL TaAMspoms: A Memoir, tic. Boston; 1863. 
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beds, food, &e., always ready for chance service. There is also 
a well-supplied storehouse ashore. * * * * 

**•»■*•*»■»* 
Furnished wine, tea, and bread, to a surgeon who had been told 
that the Commission’s flag wa.s fl^niig here, and had come seven 
miles across the swamp.s, and rowed out to us in a small boat to 
try for these things.” 


“ May ^>th . — On Sunday, the Ocean Queen, coming up from 
Old Point, grounded about five miles oft' the harbor, ami I went 
down, and put a few beds and men on board.” * * 

»****•»*# 

“I bad sent the Wel«tcr to sea, and with Airs. and 

sister, B., and some two or three others, started in the Small to 
go to the telegraph and mail, and to bnry the body of a patient 
who had died in the night. It was raining h.ai'd. When wo 
reached the shore, there was no post-oflice, no telegraph, — 
nothing of the military station left, except some wagons and 
transports. Our storehouse was a mile buck. I left a portion 
of our ]>arty to move the goods from it on Iward the barge, and 
started in the Snvdl for Yorktown, to which I presumed head- 
quarters would have been moved.” * j * * 

“ As I pulled out through the vessels at the wharf, I saw to 
my surprise two small “ stern-wheel ” steamboats coming along- 
side tbe Queen, one on each side. Hastening on board, I found 
that these boats were loaded with Sick men, whom an oflicer in 
charge was about to throw off upon the Queen. They were the 
sick of regiments which had been ordered suddenly forwjird last 
night, and which were at this very moment engaged in fho 
battle of Williamsburg; we could hear the roar of artillery. 
They had been sent during tbe night by ambulances to tho 
ehore of Wormley’s Creek, where a large number had been left, 
the officer assured me, lying on the ground in the rain, without 
food or attendance.” * * * * 

********* 

“ The l)oat from Baltimore brought six excellent New York 
Burgeons, twenty-six nursCs, and ten surgical dressers (medical 
students). I got them all on tbe Small, and, having succeeded 
in obtaining tlie more important supplies in limitcal quantities, 
at noon left for Yorktown. On reaching here we found the 
“ stern- wheelers ” again alongside, and over three hundred 
patients on board ; many very sick indeed, some delirious, some 
comatose, some fairly in articulo. The assistant-surgeons, left 
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behinil at the abandoned camps, are too anxious to be rid of 
them, BO as to move with their rejriments. and have surgery of 
war. And as their orders authorize it, they ]\urry them otf to 
ns in this style, after a day’s ride in army wagons, without 
springs, over such a country, without roads, as 1. described last 
week. They were horribly filthy, and there was no time to clean 
them, often not to undress them, as, sick and fainting, they ivere 
lifted on board.” * * * » * * 

»* * * * '» * *« 

“TTcre were one bundred miserably sick and dying men, 
forced upon us before we had been an hour on board ; and tug 
after tug swarming round the great shij), before we had a nail 
out of a box, and when there were but ten pounds of Indian 
meal and two spoons to feed them with. No account could do 
justice to the faithful industry of the medical students and young 
men.” 

#■»****♦ 

“ Sick men were at this time being carted into Yorktown 
from the various abandoned camps in the vicinity, and the Sani- 
tary ]>nrty going on shore after the departure of the Queen, these 
were found lying in tiers in the mudily streets, while tents were 
being jiitehed and houses cleared for their accommodation. 
Several wagon-loads of hospital supplies were sent to them from 
tlie Btore-boats of the Commission ; twenty-tivc dollars were 
given to the surgeon in charge, to be usckI to stimulate the exer- 
tions of his limited force of attendants, and for the purchase of 
odds and ends, and he wa.a informed that, if more should bo 
required, it would be provided by the Commission, and then the 
company started on tlieir little boat for West Point, where a 
battle was reported in progress.” 

A month later, we find this thrilling record continuing as 
follows — narrating events in the Commission’s work, after the 
battle of Fair Oaks ; 

“ The Commission boats were all here, and ready to remove 
the woundeil of the battle of the 1st and lid of .lune. They 
filled and left with their accustomed order and promj)titmle.” 

•If -If * 

“June^>th . — “We had been helping the ladies on the 
CiUj all night, had returned to our quarters, and just washed 

and dressed, when Cajitain came on board, to say that 

several hundred men were lying at the landing — that Xh>i J)ttuiel 
Wcbuter No. 'I had been tilled, and the surjdus was being scut 
on board the Vatiderhlli — that the confusion was terrible ; there 
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■were no stores on board cither vessel. Of emirsc the best in onr 
power had to be done. Onr supply -boat EHzahth came np.” 

■»*»** ji- » 

“ The KnicKcrhocker had, by cstiinatc, three hundred and 
fifty on board. Tlie nifiht bein^ tine, many were disposed of 
on the outer deeks, and before I left, at eleven o’clock, nearly 
all had been washed, dressed, and j>ut to bed decently, and were 
a-s coinfortaldc its circumstam;es would admit t>f onr makiiijj 
tliem. All had received needed nourishment, ami such surfriciU 
ami medical attention as was immediately demanded. Leaving 
the Knirh rhod'cr in this satisfactorv condition, I came back in 
a small boat, at midnight, to the landing, where 1 found that the 
Ehn CUy already had live hundred wounded on board. I 
ordered her to run down and anchor near the Kmvkvrhocl'er. 
There had been a special order in her case from the Jlcrlical 
Director to go to AVa.shington. (I judge that this was given 
under the misapprehension that she had failed to go to York- 
town, and had her sick still on board.) She was unable to go 
at orure for want of coal, which could not be furnishel her till 
the evening of the next day (Monday). This finished the ('om- 
mission’s boats for the ])rcfent. The <,f Mainv had been 

onlered to the landing by the Harbor-master, and the wounded 
remaining on shore, excluded from the Elm City, were Hocking 
on board of her. Our ladies on the Elm City sent them some 
fo(jd, and we put on board from our suj)})ly-boat bedding and 
varioJiB stores.”* 

******** 


* Tlic foUowinjj bcnntiful tribule to U»e Conimip^ion’s Trnnsport work and Ui 
women Iielpors, wc extract from nn article In the Atlantic Monthly : — 

** Amidst nil the heroism of dnrinc nnd cndnrini^ which fhi* war bnn developed, 
arrti<l«t nil the mntrnnnifnity of which it hn» shown the race capable, the dai*in{|r 
the endiir«n''e. the ijroHtncfla of soul winch loivo been discovered rtinonjf the men 
and wiiTnen who have jj^iveii their lives to lliis wt>rk, shine ns brightly ns any on 
tile* bntile Held — in some respects even more hrighll}'. 

« • ■ « i» « • 

“Tlieirs is the dark and painful side, the menial nnd hidden side, but made light 
and hively by the spirit that siiines in nnd through it nil. (Jlinip-es of tins 
ageney," (the Sanitary Cotnini-aion.) “ are familiar lt> onr people ; but not Mil il»o 
hi'stnry of its inception, progres.* and result.s is enlrrdy nnd adequately wriiten out 
and spread before the puhlic. will any idea be formed of the ningnitmle nnd iin- 
nf the woi k whieh it has <loiie. Nureven then. Never, till »*verv soldier 
whoM- liT«t moments it has soothed, till every soldier whose flickerinjr life it lm» 
gently steadied into eniiMniinncc. wh*j«* waniog re.a.son it hn.H eoftly lulled into 
quiei, whose ehillc'l hlo<rii it has wanned into henlthfiil pi ly, wtm^o fadtns; frame 
it has nonriMietl into strength, whose tainting h<“art it has comforted with syin- 
piithy— ne\ er. until every fidl »oul hus poured out iu s^lorv of gr.itiaido and 
thanksgiving, will the record be complete; but long before that time, ever sinco 
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“ At the time of which I am now writing (Monday afternoon^, 
wounded men were arriving by every train, entirely unattendea, 
or with at most a detail of two soldiers, two hundred or more of 
them in a train. They were packed as closely as they could be 
stowed in the common freight-cars, without beds, without straw, 
at most with a wisp of hay under their heads. Many of the 
lighter cases came on the roof of the cars. They airived dead 
and living together, in the same close box, many with awful 
wounds festering and swarming with maggots. liecollect it was 
midsummer in Virginia, clear and calm. The stench was such 
as to produce vomiting with some of our strong men, habituated 
to the duty of attending the sick.” 

Such were some of the labors undertaken by the Sanitary 
Commission in a single Department of the Union Army during 
the months of May and J une, 1862 ; and in the other and more 
distant fields its labors were constantly increasing step by step 
with tlie progress and conflicts of our forces. But we can never 
forget that other most important work which the Commission is 
ever doing among the camps of our armies, and which was not 
Delected in the forces of the Potomac when before Bichmond ; 
for with that armj’, when within sight of the Confederate 
capital were found the Commission’s Sanitary Inspectors, 
and all tlie tributary agencies of supplementary aid ; and 
there, near the field-terminus of the Richmond and York 


tlie moment that Ita helping; hand waa firat held forth, cornea the Bleaaed Voice, 

* Innaiiiuch aa yc have done it unto one of tlie laaat of thcae my bretlirelf, ye bare 
done it unto me.' ” 

The following schedule nod c)aa«ifieatioD of tlie Hoepitai Tranaporta which 
were under tlie care of the Sanitary CmumiaaioB, give os aome idea of the extent 
of tliat woik of mercy, and of the IniaineM-like management of it ; 

JUteff fnr rmUid^. — 9. R. Daniel W« hvter 1. 

Con^i-SUamtrt, reki»'K mtMf mokfi <t harbor ew tfU aftproneh of hwi ittaihor, and tthieh 
ohould n<ii eenl beyond PhUadslphbt, nn/ean tho it urgent.— Elm Ciij, Mate of 

Maine Jebo Rranka. Cnnimnilare, Kerimrlpt^li Ihinlrl Webeief No. t. 

CooH-Stearrure \chich thouid not It run onMiefo. — TondvrMlt, Whltldin, LouUlono, Kntckrr* 
borWer 

IhtUing e aat a fa adapted to bt uted at Stationary Ifotpitattt or to It totoed ouMdt.—Si, 

Hark, Kttierpe. 

The Birareirmta eapaeUy of Iheae Tea«el« la e<ml to the aoeoaimndatlon of fnor thooannd (1.000) 
patient*, and may he Increaerd to five ilionaand (SyOOn) If nccc’ellj la urfvnL ’ 0 

Prom the lime a boat travea, uuili aiie can he prepared la krave af%<n, will he. If ahe nina In New 
Tork, 7 dajra; l<> Phlledelphia, 6 4ay«: m Wa«hlnften,4 dava; Co AonapoUa 4 daye; to Dalllnora 
4 daye ; to Old Polai, S daya<— (ZToa/nftfl Trontpo^U, p. 104.) 
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river railway, tlio writer of these pages found the Commisaion’a 
relief and stores, and their merciful tents for the personal shelter, 
'and humane agents for the provisional succor of tlie sick and 
wounded as they were brought in from tlic lines. And tlieec, 
like the Commission's labors in transports and ashore, at the 
Painunkey base of tlie Peninsula field, were directed in person 
by the General Secretary, Mr. Ohnsted, whose remarkable 
genius bad helped to give sliape and system to tlie work in 
every department of the Commission's service. ; 

How the same kind of special labor was at that period ]>ro- 
gressing in the Western field may be judged, from the fact that 
the Sanitary Commission’s agents, and its supplementary supplies 
for the sick and wounded, wei-o everywhere welcomed, and 
everywhere sought in tliat field. Tlic following paragraphs 
from a letter of the Western Secretaiy of the Commission, dated 
May 16th, 1862, and addressed to an an.xiliary branch of the 
Supply Department, presents the same evidences of promptness 
and thoughtful preparation and sufficiency, as were witnessed 
then in the Eastern field : 

i 

t 

“ On my arrival at Cincinnati, I found the 251 boxes and 
barrels sent May 1st to my address. * * * 

“Tliese stores were on board the Lancaster Xo. 4 — the 
steamer we bad chartered — without delay or accident. 

“ Tlie 251 packages to which I have referred, contained, 
accordii^ to the accoinpanving invoices, 317 bed-ticks, 275 com-, 
fortahlcs, 1,223 towels, 15 mattresses, 54G sheets, 11)1 pairs, 
socks, 874 pillows, 2,010 pillow-cases, 800 shirts, 88!) haiidker- 
cliiels, 641 cushions, 98 paire drawers, 7 vc.sts, 2 pairs pants, 15 
coats, 98 pairs cnitclics, 8 blankets, 452 sheets, 24 bed-gowns, 37 
pairs slippers, 270 pin-cnsliious, eye-shades, &c., 9S8 lbs. dried 
beef, 384 lbs. groceries, 6 boxes dried fruit, 15 lbs. dried apples, 
961 cans and jars of fruit, 5 kegs pickles, 1866 dozen eggs, 
1 box apple butter, 519 lbs. butter, 124 lbs. bread, 985 Ibs- 
clieese, 1,462 lbs. dried fruit, 7 bottles, lemon syrup, 360 hot. 
ties wine, 2 boxes lemons, 11 bottfe horse radish, 21 bottles 
^ catsup, 9 lbs. soaj), 10 gals, maple syrup, 632 lbs. sugar, 29 spit- 
toons, 28 basins, 310 vols. books, 5 boxes magazines, 130 lbs. 
linen list. 
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“I also, in accordance with your instructions, and with the 
money furnished by your Society for tliat j^urpose, purchased in 
Oincinnati nearly 200 packages of such articles as could be best 
procured there, and such as seemed necessary for the comfort 
and well-being of the sick among our soldiers in Tennessee.” 

-»******, 

“ Jlost of the sick are greatly debilitated, and are much more 
in want of stimulants and nourishing, appetizing food, than any 
kind of medication. Most diseases here assume a U-phoid type, 
and more than half of the severely sick have typhoid fever. 
Scurvy is beginning to make its appearance among our troops, i 
and the health of all is impaired by their long-contiiiucd depri- 
vation of fresh meats, fruits, and vegetables. I cannot describe, 
nor can you fully imagine, how great blessings the eggs, the 
butter, the oranges, the lemons, the thousand cans of fruit, the 
saner kraut, the pickles, the ice, tlie potatoes, the ale, the wine, 
and other articles of equal value, which composed your generous’ 
gift, will be to these poor, feeble, feverish, and almost famished 
fellows, now lying in in the hospitals at Hamburgh Landing.” 

If 

“ On receiving the sick on board our steamer, the most seri- 
ously ill were placed on cots in the cabin and on tho guards. 
Eacsli cot was spread with cpiilts, comfortables, clean white 
sheets, and pillows ; as inviting a bod as a sick man could ask. 
It would have done your heart good if you could liave heard thei 
expressions of satisfaction which fell from the lips of these poor 
fellows when their soiled camp-stained garments were taken ofl', 
each widicd throughout, and clad in clean nnder-clothes, then 
laid between the sheets to which they had so long been stran- 
gers.” V 

» * » » » * ■ » 

“ Those who were less sick were provided with comfortable^ 
beds spread on tho boiler deck, mattresses filled witli straw, 
quilts and comfortables in abundance, from tlie boxes which you 
sent. 

“The food furnished to the sick was abundant, varied, and 
excellent. Fresh bread, butter, eggs, fresh beef^in the fonu of 
soup, tea and cofi’ec, boiled rice, stewed apples, canned fruits, 
witli wine and ale to those requiring them.” 

{f * # * -X- # «- 

I may perhaps weai-y vou with an enumeration of these de- 
tails, hut you must remSinber that not an article of food or. 
clothing was dis])cnsed on our boat which was not your gift. 

“ On Sunday- religious services were perfonned by ^fr. iferwin, 
and as cleanliness is next to godliuess, our couvulcsccuts were, 
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tempted to self-purification by the offer of a pair of socks to every 
one who would wash his feet, to those wno would perform a 
eenernl ablution, clean shirts and drawers. In this way, with 
uttle trouble to ourselves, we soon brought our whole cargo of 
living freight into a more comfortable and presentable condi- 
tion.” * * * 

The records of this humane service of the Western river 
Hospital Transports have not yet been given to the public, but 
the statistics and results are said to exceed those of Uie same 
kind of service in the Eastern field. At the same time the 
Commission's Camp Inspectors were laboring in every corpa 
d^annee in the Southwest ; yet, we believe, that in that field, 
more than in the East, the duties pertaining to Supplementary 
Supplies of “sanitary stores” have considerably and continually 
overshadowed those of the sanitary inspection of camps. But it 
would appear fi-om the publications of the Commission, and 
from the statements made by all army correspondents, as well as 
by the medical ofiicers of the forces there, that aside from im- 
provement of sanitary police in the camps, the supplying of 
anti-scorbutics — fresh vegetables, fmit^, <fec. — has been the first, 
greatest, and most constant hygienic necessity among these 
forces,* and that the Sanitary Commission has fully appreciated 
that necessity, and has munificently provided for it these two 
jmt years. 

Upon a preceding page wo have alluded to the New Medical 
Act, with the enlargements, reforms, and new life, it promised 


• TIi>t thii view of the iinportanco of lh« anil scorbutic “ aanilar; stores ” la 
Dot an orer-estiinato, will appear in a subsequent section of this narrative: But 
the writer will here quote a remark that has, on the day of this writing, been mode 
In his preaenee by a distinguished Medical Director in our Southern army : — 

“ No other oflBclal duty.” said tills Medical Dirqptor. " during all my service last 
year, aeemed so important, nr actiiallv did so much for the health and military 
eSectiveaesa of our forces, at tlieaid 1 rendered the Sanitary Commission and the 
Comniiasariat in supplying the men with vegetables and fruit. The demon of 
Scurvy was larking in all our camps and Iiospilnis, and with potatoes, onions, sud 
Other anti-8corh«lk stores, we liuotcd him thence.” 
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to the medical service of the army, and the relief it would 
afford to the Sanitary Commission. The hope of such results 
from that Act and the influence and labors of the new Surgeon- 
General and the Corps of Inspectors, was not disappointed; 
althougli the failure of the Senate to confinn a competent In- 
spector-General, as provided by that Act, greatly diminished the 
effectiveness of that Corps. But we find in the “Hospital 
Transports" the fact emphatically stated by Mr. Olmsted, the 
Commission’s Secretary, that the new statute, and the chief 
officer under it, did immediately inaugurate improvementa 
vitally important to the forces in the field. Mr. Ohnsted, in 
his note, says : — 


“ Shortly after the battle of Fair Oaks, the new and vastly . 
more provident, liberal, and wisely economical policy introduced 
into the medical service, with the appointment of Dr. Hammond 
as Surgeon-General, and of the new corps of Medical Inspectors, 
began to bo felt in the Army of the Potomac, — and although 
many of the agents necessary to the perfect success of that 
policy were unable at once to accommodate their habits to the 
required change, the Commission, scrupulously adhering to its 
purpose to do nothing which the properly responsible officials in 
anj^ department evinced any readiness to do without its assist- 
ance, had the satisfaction of seeing the necessity for its s{)ecial 
service, in connection with tlie hospital transports, grow gradu- 
ally smaller and smaller.” 

And in another note Mr. Olmsted quotes from one of his 
letter's to the Surgeon-General, as follows 

“Steamboat ‘Wilson Small,’ ) 

Off White House, Va., June 17, 1802. j 
“Mt nEAR General, — Tour very prompt action, of which 
I am notified by your telegram of this date, in securing the 
shipment of large sujiplies of anti-scorbutics to the Anuy of the 
Potomac, without waiting for the Medical Director to assume 
the responsibility of ordering them, leads me to hope tlyit you 
may think it right in like manner to interjioso for the protection 
of the army from other evils, for which the remedies are equally 
obvious, and more readily attainable. 
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“ I therefore urge that tarpaulings, old sails, felt, or canvas in 
bolts, with means of jnitting it together, he sent here iinnie- 
diatel v, in quantities sufficient to fonn a shelter for ten thousand 
wounded men.” * * * 

I 

In another note in the “ IlospHal Traw<poHs" it is stated 
that, “ During the month after the army readied and intrenched 
itself on the James River, the vessels managed by the Com- 
mission probably did a bettor service in what they brought to 
■the army, than in the comfort they secured to the sick who were 
sent away upon them.” And yet we find that the demands for 
both these kinds of service from tlie Commission, and for the 
continuance of its co-operation witli the medical department, 
continually kept pace with each otlicr, for a letter from an hos- 
pital transport at Uarrison’s Landing, says : 

“ The promptness with which the cargo — nearly a thousand 
“ barrels — would have been discharged, will be somewhat atiected 
“ by the inability of some of the regiments of Ileintzehnan’s 
“ corps to send transjiortation, on account of a movement for 

“ which they are or(lcre<l to stand in readiness to-day 

“ The sudden orders given yesterday for the immediate trans- 
“ portatiou of several thousand sick, have caii.sed an infiux of 
“ sick to the landing, overrunning all that the exertions of tho 

“ Medical Director could do to provide for them 

•»***#** 

“ As the poor fellows, many of them just getting np from fever, 
“ had liccn, in most cases, finding their way from the camps to tho 
“ landing on foot, during the nif^t, tlieir want was urgent. Ror- 
“ tunately, we had a good supply of the concentrated beef of tho 
“ Maison Doree, New York, Martinez’s preparation [beef-juice], 
“ andwero not long in getting ready an excellent breakfast for 
“ them. It is in just such cases as this, where misery’ is massed, 

and where what is done tells not only for tho relief ot misery, but 
“ for the strength of the army, and the putting down of the rcbel- 
“ lion, that we find the greatest satisfaction in stepping in with tho 
“ gifts of the people. Many of these men were in just the con- 
“ dition in which a set-back ■A'ould be likely to lead to a relapse 
“ and lingering disease, and in which again, if they were well 
“ cared for, they might be built up rapidly, and soon be sent 
“ back to their muskets.” 
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Wliile the Sanitary Commission was thus licld to its life- 
saving and humane work in the Peninsula campaign, even to the 
last, the national forces that had so triumphantly conquered 
firm footholds upon the coasts of the Carolinas, Georgia, and 
Florida, and upon the Mississippi, as well iis within the scathed 
and desolated inland borders of the rebel territory, were at every 
point exj)oriencing necessities that created demands upon ita 
resources which were even more urgent than at earlier pe- 
riods of the war; and in endeavoring to meet such wide- 
extended requirements, the Commission was impelled to throw 
in its agencies and its means of supply, to the utmost limit 
of its exchequer. The demands were immense, and there is 
incidental evidence that the bottom of its treasury was for 
months very suggestively and painfully visible to its finance 
committee. But the Commission’s polic}' would not permit it 
to hold the hand in doing and disbursing so long as it had a 
dollar to sustain its operations. In a letter, which we find in 
one of the Comipission’s published documents, the earnest pur- 
pose and determination in regard to the work and the means for 
acconqilishing it, are thus expressed by the General Seci’etary to 
his Associate Secretary, Dr. Newberry, at the West; — “ 

“ governinff j)urj)Ose of the organizaiion, is to avoid delay and 
“ circamlocuiionlo the end of accomplishing efficiency and direct- 
“ ncM of action. All practicable checks and methods consistent 
“ with and subsidiary to this are to be observed. None are to b* 
“ eared for which assuredly interfere with it. * * * * 

“ ^Vhat one man cannot do, tioo must. It is immaterial whether 
“ (he work is done here or there. The question, is one of time, 
“ not of trouble, ^¥hen the money gives out, we are to scuttle 
“ ami go down — till then, do our work thorougldy," 

While working in this spirit, and always most gratefully 
witlidrawing from any responsibility or burden which tho 
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Medical Department would fully assume, the extent and terrible 
energy’ of the National struggle, and the corresponding enlarge- 
ment of the forces by new levies, served to augment the inevita- 
ble demands upon the Sanitary Commission. General Mc- 
Clellan’s Army, reinforced by General Burnside’s, had united 
with General Pope’s forces, received terrible, shocks from Lee 
end Jackson’s combined attacks, ^d thus required the Sanitaiy 
Commission to send forward with our pureuing troops such 
meansof supplementary aid os its Central Office could then com- 
mand. 

The Commission was in session in Washington at the time of 
the great battle at Antietam, and, with confidential advices 
concerning the urgent necessities of the occasion, its orders and 
arrangements for answering tliose wants were not restricted or 
delayed a moment in view of the impending exhaustion of 
means. The following extracts from publislied Minutes and 
Documents show what the Commission did, and something of 
the way of its doing : 

“The Secretary reported that since the commencement of 
active operations in Maryland, and previous to yesterday, five 
wagons and one railroad car, loaded with supplies, had been 
sent by the Coinniission to and beyond Frcdei’ick ; that six 
Surgeons and Inspectors of the Commission, with a car-load 
of supplies, were sent on yesterday arternoou ; tliat three wag- 
pns left Washington for the front of the army on the Upper 
Potomac at 12 o’clock last night, witli a party of eight, in 
charge of Drs. Agnew and Harris ; that a train of army wagons 
are now lofiding with supplies, to be despatched innnediately 
for the battle-field, also by way of Frederick ; that Dr. Crane 
had been pievioiisly stationed at Chambersburg or Ilagnrstown, 
with large discretionary powei's to act for the Commission ; and* 
that despatches had been sent to Philadelphia, ordering the pur- 
diaso of largo supplies at that point ; that these, with stores for- 
warded to Hagarstown in charge of special agents.” * * 

“ The battle of Antietam was in progress, and during the 
eession several wagon trains, one of them accompanied by a 
member of the Commission, departed for the battle-field from 
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before the door of the building in wliich the session was held. 
More than 30,000 articles of clothing, with several tons of 
articles of nourishment, stimulants, &c., were sent during the 
week from the Washington depot, for distribution to the 
wounded by tlie method of the Commission.” 


The battles at Corinth, luka, and Perryville, followed closely 
upon the bloody engagements of our forces in Virginia and 
Maryland, and though remote from the base of supply, those 
fields were likewise witness to the timely aid of the Sanitary 
Commission. In a report of the relief w'ork at Perryville, Dr. 
Heed, the Sanitary Commission’s agent tltcre, says : 


“ On our arrival wo learned that we were the first to bring 
relief where help was needed more than tongue can tell. Instead 
of 700, ns first reported, at least 2,500 Union and rebel soldiers 
were at that time lying in great sufiering and destitution about 
Perrysville and Ilarrodsburg. 

“ In addition to these, many had already been removed, and 
we had met numbers of those whose wounds were less severe, 
walking and begging their way to Louisville, 85 miles distant 
To these we frequently gave help and comfort by sharing with 
them the slender stock of food and spirits we had taken with 


“There had been almost no preparation for the care of the 
wounded at Perryville, and as a consequence the suffering from 
want of help of all kinds, as well as proper accommodations, 
food, medicines and hospital stores, was excessive. For this 
state of things, however, the surgeons are not to blame. Both 
those in authority and those in attendance had done, and were 
doing, all in their power to prevent and mitigate the suffering 
to which I have alluded. The fault lies higher than they — with 
the superior military authorities, who withheld from the surgeon 
the information, and denied them the resources, which mono 
would have enabled them to meet tlie emergencies of the case. 


“ Surgeons were then notified that stores could be had, and 
they were rapidly given out. There were, at this time, some 
1,800 wounded in and. about Perryville. They were all very 
dirty ; few had straw or other bedding ; some were without 
blankets, others had no shirts; and even now, five days after the 
battle, some were being brought in from temporary places 
of shelter, whose wounds had not yet been dressed. Every 
house was a hospital, all crowded, and with very little to eat.^’ 
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At Corinth and luka, tlie Inspector, Dr. Warriner, reports 
that the Commission liad prepared itself beforehand, by ma.ssing 
its supplies at Bolivar and Columbus. And it is a fact full of 
significance that, although the regular Medical authorities made 
every exertion to meet the wants of the armies, in the Southwest, 
and to liberally anticipate the demands of battle-fields, wo 
should find the following special* order, promulgated by Major- 
General liosecrans: — 

“Head-Qparters 14tii Army Corps, 

“ Department of the Cumberlano, 

“ iN.AsnviLi.E, Dec. 11th, 1862. 

' “ The General Commanding, appre<-iating the vast amount of 
good which the soldiers of tliis Army arc deriving from tho 
Bauitary stores distributc<l among them by the United States 
Sanitary Commis.slon, directs : 

“ That all officers in this department render any aid con- 
sistent with their duties, to tho iigents of this society — and 
aflTord them evcr%^ facility for the execution of their charitable 
work. 

“ By order of 

‘ ■ “M.ij. Gen. W. S. Eoseckans.” 

, r 

While from the Medical Director of the DanSville District, 
then populous with military patients in hastily extcmpori^'cd 
Ilospitals, the following hcai'ty and grateful acknowlodgmenta 
wore made to the Commission’s Western Secretary. Wc extract 
them from a letter in Document No. 04, of the CommiiSion’e 
publications: — 

“ When the hospitals were first establislied in this district w« 
were almost entirely destitute of hospital and medical supjdiesJ 
including almost every article necessary for the comfort ot^the 
sick. With an unusually large number of sick and wounded on 
our bauds, we were compelled to see tliem sutler without the 
proper means of affording them relief. 

“ The condition of things was iminediately telegraphed to the 
Medical Purveyor in Louisville, and that officer with his usual 
promptness at once furnished everything neeresary to render out 
sick comfortable, but from some cause the supplies were detained 
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eeveral weeks on the road, and were not received until long after 
those arrived that were sent by the Sauitarj' Commission. 

“ Considering the large number of sick and woumlcd in the 
District, (between six and seven tliousand,) and the almost total 
absence of everything necessary to render them comfortable,* I 
have no doubt that the timely aid aft’orded by the Commission 
in this single instance lias been tlie means oi^ preventing much 
Butfering as well as of saving many valuable lives.” 

At the period of which we now write, nearly a million soldiera 
were enrolled in the national army, and the Military ITospitals, 
though they had rapidly increased their capacity, and immensely 
extended and improved their facilities and their hygienic ap- 
pliances, were already overcrowded, so that at the end of October 
the Medical Department had upon its hands the care of more 
than a hundred thousand sick and wounded men in organized 
hospitals, in addition to the daily medical and sanitary wants of 
the vast armies in the licld. At that period the several corps of 
medical officci's consisted of — 


RefloieDtAl Surfconi »toat 1,000. 

' Do. Aisittaot do ** 1,V00. 

t Surftoai of flair (oid eorpi.) CO. 

Anistaot Surgeons do. do lU. 

, Sorgeons of Volunteers (Rep-ahars for Ute var.) 140. 

Auistant do. do. do. f’O. 

Iledleal Cadets (undergraduates, drtucri.) 60. 

Civilian Surgeons, under contract bjr the muath 1,260. 


Tliese, under the Surgeon-General, witli his special corps ol 
eight Medical and Sanitary Inspectors, as provided by the New 


*Io a special report of the battlefield work of the Comroisaion at PerryvUle, 
Dr. Nf.wderiiv, the Western Secretary, nfter deai^natio^ the official heads upon 
*whoni rented the responsibility for the needleaa suffering upon that field, remarks 
that, from a combination of causes, the condition of the wounded in this fight 
WH^eciiliarly dUtreiamg. No adeouate provision had been made for their care. 
Tiie stock of medicines and hospital stores in (ho hands of the surgeons wn.s in* 
•ignificant. Tliey had almost oo ambulances, no tents, no hospital furniture, and 
00 proper food.'* *♦•#*♦#•*•* 

Dr. NxwBKaaT reiterates, as every member of the Sanitary Commission baa 
done Again and again, th.^t the first remedy to be applied is. *' tht addilion to fAs 
wtdieol corpi of o bodti of trained a»»i»tQuts, trAoss duty it ihatl be to yather up and 
Timove the uoundtd from the battle feldy and perform for them the jiret neceuary 
oficet of relief i and enirusliny to that department independent meant of franspor* 
iation and tuhsiett^ee for the Mck, much will be done to eeonomite life, prevent 
euferiny, and improve the health of the ortny.” — (See Document 64. 
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Medical Act, ivcre charged with the medical and surgical care 
and all the administrative service of the General and Field Hos- 
pitals ; and with the sanitary and medical service of nearly 
eight hundred thousand men in the held. 

With such overwhelming responsibilities, and in times so 
momentous, the Medical Department could not dispense with 
that systematic and well considered aid which the Sanitary 
Commission was promptly rendering in every field ; nor 
did the Commission find opportunity to withdraw itself from 
the responsibilities which it had found augmenting in an even 
ratio with the extraordinary efforts that had been put forth to 
meet the demands that human life and our national life were 
presenting, and which most urgently, throughout the long lines 
of our armies, and in the wards of the ever-enlarging military 
hospitals, commanded its attention. And though the Commis- 
eion did endeavor gradually to diminish its work of camp inspec- 
tion^ and its daily reports of such inrjuiry, the time never ar- 
rived when it could entirely throw off its responsibility and its 
interest in that most important department, nor is it probable it 
ever can relinquish such duty while the war lasts. It is as 
essential to the military efl’ectiveness of the forces in the field as 
it is important to the Commission, as the best source of definite 
knowledge of the causes and the preventive agencies with which 
the Commission is concerned. 

In the city and immediate vicinity of Washington alone there 
were, in October of that year, between sixty and seventy largo 
edifices occupied as General Hospitals, and, with the Field Hos- 
pital at Harewood, containing at one time nearly 30,000 sick 
and wounded men. At Frederick were 5,000 wounded men from 
the battle-fields of Northern Maryland, filling the churches and 
other public buildings; and at Louisville, Nashville, St. Louis, 
and various other points, vast numbers of sick and wounded were 
likewise accumulated from the greatly imperilled armies of the 
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Southwest. Only a year previously to this period the Sanitary 
Commission had furnished plans and earnestly recommended the 
constniction of the first pavilion hospitals, and urged the entire 
abandonment of old hotels and other unsuitable structures that 
were at that time being leased and occupied as hospitals. In 
the autumn of 1862, a large number of extensive pavilion hospi- 
tals had been eompleted ; yet the exigencies of the summer and 
autumn campaigns had filled a vast number of churches and other 
public buildings with the sick and wounded. And in view of tho 
vital importance of knowing and anticipating the perils and 
hygienic wants of such crowded hospitals, the Sanitary Com- 
mission undertook a special inspection of all the General IJospi- 
tals, tho enlightened Suigeon-General having authorized such 
inspection, with advisory powers. 

Under the guidance of a committee, composed of Drs. Wm. H. 
Van Buren, Wolcott Gibbs and C. R. Agnew, a suitable number 
of distinguished members of the medical profession were selected 
and invited to accept temporary appointments, for pursuing these 
Inspections. This important work was commenced immediately 
after the battles in Northern Maryland, and, under the special 
superintendence of Dr. Henry G. Clark, of Boston, it was con- 
tinued until May last. These hospital inspections had com- 
manded the highest talent of the profession, and in the more 
permanent duties connected with this work, a distinguished 
expert and special inspector engaged upon practical improve- 
ments in ventilation. Dr. David Boswell Eeid, died while on 
active duty. 

The beneficial results of this temporary undertaking can only 
be estimated by the hospital statistics of death-rates and conva- 
lescent-time-rates, in tho hospitals, — improved and unimproved. 
The reports of the Inspectors, of course, are unpublished ; but in 
his first published statement respecting the progress and results 
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of the work, as seen in the month of November, 1862, we find 
its Superintendent, Dr. Clark, saying that — > 

“Tlic suggestions, contained in the reports, witli regard to 
defects and evils found to be existing in any of the Hospitals, 
have, when transmitted by me, as they are frequently, by ex- 
tracts, synopses, or verbally, to the siu’geon, invariably received 
his immediate aTid eft’eetive attention. 

“ An inspection of the reports of the different Inspectors, at 
different and conscentivo dates, will also show, in many in- 
stance.', a verv marked and progressive improvement in the con- 
dition of the llosjtitals inspcetca. 

“ This improvement ha.s, no doubt, been partly owing to tho 
natural effects of time, ami the better exjjenence and opportu- 
nities of tlic ollieers in charge, but partly, also, I am assured by 
the surgeons tbemselves, to tlie friendly intinence of the In- 
spectors, and of tho establishment, in this way, of a sort of> 
standard of excellence. In fact, it is iinpossiblo but that the 
oi)iuioiis of men of standing and knowledge in the profession' 
should have its projxjr weight iqwn a ela.ss of earnc.st, hard- 
working, and many of tliem capable men, upon whom the acci- 
dents of war have unexpectedly and suddenly east the gravest 
labors and responsibilities.” 


In the Documents from which we have just quoted, we find 
that an Inspector reports as follows; “Tlie most urgent and 
“ instant want, not only of the places I have officially^ visited,' 
“ hut of every' military station iu the West where I have been, 
“ is — IIosriTAi.9.” But, to the honor of the Medical Bureau, it 
must be stated, tliat every effort was being made to provide 
appropriate and well supplied hospitals, and that before the 
Sanitary Commission's special inspection of the hospitals had 
terminated, the West as well as the East had ample and excel- 
lent General Hospitals. In Document 66, of the Commission’s 
publications. Dr. Clark, the Inspector-in-Chief, remarks : ' 

“ I feel bound to say in relation to them, that, in so large a 
field, it would be wondertid not to find some weeds ; to start 
and put into working order the ponderous machinery of Hospi- 
tals which contain, in the mass, more than 70,000 beds, without 
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any Iriction, wpuld be a miracle. ’ Let us, then, instead of criti- 
cising too sharply, rather admire the energy, the skill, the admin- 
istrative (-apacity, shown in oxteinporizing and systematizing an 
agency so benelicont and so grand.” 

Thehistorj’of Military Hospitals in all ware of modern times 
fully justified the liberal plans of the Surgeon-General's new 
pavilions, and abundantly wan-anted the practical concern that 
tho Sanitary Commission manifested for the improvement of all 
the Hospitals,* and for their adcipiate supi>ly of sanitary appli- 

* • It TTfts nair! by Sir John Pringlr, the distinguished Army Surgeon of the 
Walcheren CftznpoigQs, that Hospitals aro among the chief canaes of mortaUty 
in ariuiea ;** and an eminent French surgeon of the saino period, asserted that 
*• Hosplials ore a curse to civilizatioD.” And such strong terms of denunciation 
irero justified, by the high dcatb-mto that prerailed in military hospitals iu for^ 
tner times. Even in tho reoent Crimean campaign. Miss Mightiugnle aud the 
Sanitnry Oommieslon found u frightful rate of mortality in the hospitals ; the per- 
centage of deaths (4G.7.prr ant. in tho hospitals of Scutari and Kool.'ili, in FebriK 
ary, 1855), was nearly as great ns tho percentage of recoreriei. But that alarnw 
ing morlnlily was speedily checked by specific sanitary works, so that the death- 
rate fell to two or three per cent. (2.2 percent. In the same hospitals) of cases 
treated. Misa Nightingale etatee, that there arae " in the first seven montiM of the 
Crimean campaign, a mortality among the troops at the rate of 60 per cent, per 
annum from disease alone. * . ‘ . « . . And that during the last five nioolhe 
of tiiat campalgn^afler ilie aanitary improvemeots came into operatKm^“ lli#^ 
iportality among the troops in the Crimea did uot exceed 11.5 per 1,000 (or 1.1 
per cent.) per annum. 

Justly does that devoted lady exclaim : la not this the most complete experi- 

ment in army hjgicne.f Wc cannot try the experiment over agaiu for the benefit 
of inquirers at home, like a dicmical cxpcrlmcut. It must bo brought forward as 
4 hutorieal rxtnnph.** , 

Tlio United States Sanitary Commission having eprung into existence under th# 
light an 1 impulse of such cx*ampU8, had early occasion to give warning against tho 
pecUs of wluch our national forces and their boepitala were exposed froru the cla«s 
of causes to which MUs Nightiugale alludes. ,, , 

Iu Dooumeht Na 42 of the Commission’s publications, wc find quoted a Repi rt 
upofX tho * Condition of Miliiory HotpilaU in Orofton and Vumberlandy by Vr» 
ITm. A. lldmmond, Asfktant Surgeon U. S. Army>Vi in which that intelligent 
officer describes 21 hospitals where fevers nnd a threatening mortality were prevail- 
ing ; and the following opinion, which Surgeon Hammond expresses concerning one of 
Uie largest of those fever-nests, shows what perilous evils existed in many of our 
milit.ary hospitals during the first year of the war: I do not hesitate to say, that 

such A condititin of affairs doet not exUt in any other hoepkal an iht civilized \eorld ; 
aad that this hospital is altogether worse than 4ny which were such oy>pro5ri<i to 
the allies in the Orimoaa war," 
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anccs and “ sanitary stores.” We have already referred to the 
practical efforts of the Commission in that direction during the 
first months of the war. And it is a fact worthy of note in thia 
place, that some of the ablest Reports that have yet been made 
upon the subject of our Military Hospitals, were hastily prepared 
in the regular course of his official duty, by Assistant-Surgeon 
Hammond, now the Surgeon-General. 

In its earliest labors, at the opening of the war, the Sanitary 
Commission had expressed its intelligent concern for the institu- 
tion of an adequate and most improved system of military 
hospitals, and of hospital administration, nursing, and supplies j 
and in its later efforts for Improvements in this department «>f the 
medical service, it enjoyed the heartiest and most enlightened 
co-operation of the Surgeon-General. And in this, as in other 
fields of its labors, the Commission possessed an independent 
and very reliable means for guiding and determining in advance 
the measures, or at least the special functions, that from time to 
time have been required at its hands by the sanitary interests of 
the army and the army hospitals. Its scheme of systematio 
statistical inquiries and records which was instituted prior to tho 
first battles, and which had analytically' registered the vital and 
sanitary statistics of the first engagement of our forces at Bull 
Run was more complete than any attempted in previous wars, 
soon had grown into a well-ordered Bureau of Sanitary and . 
Vital Statistics. Under the guidance of the General Secre- 
tary of tho Commission, the skillful Actuary of tliat Bureau 
was charged with tlie duty of applying the most exacting analy- 
sis to the voluminous reports that daily reached the Commis- 
sion's central office from its inspectors and agents throughout 
the Uniort lines. By this means tho Sanitary Commission haa 
always enjoyed peculiar advantages. Through this class of la- 
bors it has been able to indicate with comparative certainty the 
Sanitary perils, weakness, or wants of the Xational forces. 
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Whoever will look into Mr. Elliott’s Bnrean of figures and facto 
at the Commission’s central office will be able to understand 
something of the work of that Bureau and what are tho practical 
and verifying values of its aniicipating estimations as well as 
of its ex pod facto registries. Impossible as it is to quote any 
abstract of statistics in this place, tho reader may obtain, from 
the following extracts, some idea of tho nature and practical 
relations of dcij^ctious that are daily attained by that depart- 
ment of the Commission’s labor. We quote from Document 
No. 46 of tho Commission’s publications : 

“ It Avill be remarked that the mortality of the annies re- 
cruited at the West (and which as a rule operate at the AVest) ia 
almost throe times (3.01') that of the troi>ps recruited in the Mid- 
dle and New England States (and which as a rule serve with the 
armies of the Ea.'^t), the AV^cstern rate from wounds received in 
action being five (4.9) times, and that from diseas-e and accident, 
a little le.ss than three (2.8) times as great as the corresponding 
Eastern rates.” 

«•*»**** 

“ A like contrast is observed in the sichicss-ratcs of the troop* 
East and A\’’est, the rate of the latter (one hundred and sixty- 
one per 1,000) being more than twice (more exactly 2.1 times) 
that of the former (namely, seventy-six per 1,000): the average 
constant sickness rate for the entire army, so tar as returned, 
being one hundred and four (104.4) per 1,000 strength.” 

**»«««* 

“ There is reason for the belief that the excess of the rates of 
sickness and mortality in our AV'estern armies over those in the 
East, is due in no small degree, not merely to the greater activity 
of the former in the field, to over-e.\ertion and exposure, as tho 
results of severe and long-continued marches, ana to stubborn 
and deadly encounters with the enemy in arms ; but also, to 
badly chosen camp sites, to imperfect and neglected drainage, 
(the nature of the surface and soil not unfrequently being such 
that suitable camp sites, free from malaria, and afibrtling ample 
facilities for drainage could not be found, if sought); to the too 
crowded condition of hospitals; to loss of variety in food (soft 
bread and dessicated vegetables in very many AV’estern regimenta 
being seldom or never had.) and to Ic-ss of skill and care in ito 
preparation ; to watOt of impure quality and sometimes of in- 
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BufBclcnt quantity ; to tlie greater disposition on the part of the 
soldiers to negleci appliances for jMjrsonal comfort ; and to the 
greater neglect of, or a lack of means for enforcing cleanliness of 
person and camp.” # * # 

It pertains no less to the history of the Sanitary Commission’s 
labors than to that of the Medical Department's progress that, 
80 far as has seemed practicable, the Department has manifestly 
endeavored to extend its official methods or its*official sanction 
to all the plans and appliances of the Commission ; and that the 
Commission has from the beginning studiously adapted all 
its special methods and labors, whether temporary or pei-manent, 
to work in hamaony with the regulations and official necessities 
of the medical service. The statistical inquiries of the Com- 
mission, and the Suigeon-General’s “Medical History of the 
War,” illustrate this fact. In that class of labors the Com- 
mission firet opened the way, and has popularized and can well 
defend the work ;* and we doubt if it has yet suggested any 
scheme of reform affecting the medical or sanitarj' service of the 
army, which has not directly or indirectly been affirmed and 
practically sustained by some definite action of Government. 
This tendency, which is really inevitable, has been very strikingly 


* Saj9 an eminent journalist; — “How much life and vital force doe* the great 
" War for the Republic necessarily ond inevitably require, and how much does it 
" needlessly waste, are questions that not only concern every citizen and every 
*' home in the land, but profoundly concern tbo State and tho great interests o( 
•' humanity.’’ 

“ It is a fact well known to the profession that, in the earlier period of the war 
“ it WAS regarded as doubtful whether the suddenly gutliered medical staff of the 
*• volunteer army could or would bo brought into the habit and duty of faithfully 
" reporting statistics, and practically enforcing systematic sanitary regulations, and 
" eiact hygienic observations." * • • * 

In a recent " lieport of Iht Committee on the Preparation of Army Medical 
Statietici,” d-c., for the Britisli Government, and of which Lord HEiiBEar waa 
Chairman, tho practical Impoitaace of such statistical recorda is thus alluded 
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illustrated hy the Bcquenco of events in those measures which 
from time to time have been instituted against scurvy and other 
camp diseases in our armies. The Statistical Bureau of the 
Medical Department to-day is organized, and its returns are 
being analyzed, and the practical conclusions are being pubb'shed 
for the benefit of the army ; pavilion hospitals are substituted 
for old-style structures ; camp-cooking receives increased atten- 
tion, and the Commission’s Department of Relief responds to the 
requisitions of the Sanitary Inspectors, and instantly forwards to 
designated camps and hospitals such anti-scorbutics and special 
supplies as arc demanded ; and, sulBequcntly, the regular Com- 
missariat and Quartermaster’s Departments find it practicable 
and expedient to procure and bring forward similar and abun- 
dant supplies, as ad^^8ed by the medical staff ; and then, again, 
the Sanitary Commission’s functions in that line will cease until 
like necessities recur. In various other ways, and continually, 
docs this principle hold true, and it should be mentioned, to tlie 
infinite credit of the Medical Department, that, under all the 
temptations and official difficulties of their mutual relations, it 
maintains with the Commission such an entente cordtale as 
makes its constituted agents tmd supplementary appliances wel- 
come in every camp and hospital, and upon every battle-field. 


to:~“ Reports exhibiting tbo results of oxtensira obserTations orcr a wide field 
** will flerva to measure the influences of each known cause of bealth ; and will 
"probably lead to the discovery of new causes, both of impaired and of Tigoroua 
" life. They will contain new contributions to the science of health, in which 
" (he whole nation is coacemed.*' 

**T!ic reporta will be the means of improving the health of the army. Tliey 
" will contribute to diminish the army’s sicknees, which is attended with expense 
" as well as suffering. For a eick army is the worst extravagance ia which a natioa 

can Indulge At the same time they will effect a still more important saving; 

•'for they will save the lives of our soldiers If soldiers die in battle by 

** hundreds, they die of disease in hospitals by thousands The economy of 

** life resulting directly from the information which statistical returns eupply, hat 
" been already strikingly exemplified," Aa 
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In tlie liistory of tbe Sanitary Commission’s relations to the 
medical and other departments of the army service, and in its 
best labors for the conservation of life and effectiveness in the 
forces, there must be many passages that cannot properly be 
made public during the progress of the war. In searching 
out official delinquencies and defects that imperil the health 
of the troops, and in reporting facts and opinions to the higher 
military authorities, and in the greater part of its intercourse 
and correspondence with Heads of Departments, Bureaus, or 
military organizations, and likewise, in nearly all efforts to 
procure reform of abuses, as well as in most of its duties of In- 
quiry and Advice, the Sanitary Commission’s work is, and must 
continue to be, unpublished, and to the public unknown. But 
there is abundant evidence that this class of duties is discharged 
most fearlessly and faithfully, and that it has constituted the 
burden of the Commission’s work, from tho day of its organiza- 
tion to the present time. 

It suffices that the people know tho fact that the Sanitary 
Commission faithfully ]>erformfl its duty to the army and tho 
Government in such matters as in war- times must be as eonfi- 
dcntial as they are searching and fearless. But there is a de- 
partment of the Commission’s work most interesting and 
humane, and which unreservedly invites the popular attention 
and concern, and it is tho duty of the public to know all about 
it, for it is ihepeopU's sJuire in, and contribution to, the Sanitary 
Commission’s great work of life-saving and humane ministry in 
tho war. 

The Department of Relief . — In every town and hamlet, 
and probably in every household in tho loyal States, it is 
known that the United States Sanitary Commission provides 
and distributes material aid to the sick and wounded in 
the camps and hospitals. This knowledge of a particular func- 
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tion of the Commission not only was the first, but continues to 
be almost the only information that has generally gained access 
to the people respecting its character and purposes as an institu- 
tion of the Government; and this has led to some curious 
results, for example, by a singular but significant metonymy, a 
single branch of this incidental function of special relief, in 
the matter of hospital garments, delicacies, concentrated articles 
of diet, and the means of cleanliness, etc., soon became known 
and designated as “sanitary stores;" and, innocent of philolog- 
ical definations or technical distinctions, multitudes of Soldiers’ 
Aid Societies and Village Sewing Circles at once assumed the 
title of “ Sanitary Commission or, often, more modestly and 
properly, “ Branch of the TJ. S. Sanitary Commission.”* But 
the U. S. Sanitary Commission can afford to regard such inn^ 
cent misnomers only with gratitude, so long as it maintains 
a special Department of Belief, which, among other duties, re- 
ceives, classifies, and disburses the people’s offerings to the sick 
and wounded. Indeed, the Aid Societies are true Branches. 

The department of Relief and Suppleracntany Supplies is nearly 
a complete Institution of itself, and although it has been elaborated ' 
and organized within the Sanitary Commission — constituting 
what was expressly designated in the Commission’s original 
Scheme of Organization, the third stem of the hranch of “ Ad- 
vice [there being two branches of duty assigned to the Com- 
mission — 1. Inquiry; 2. Advice] — it has a history and a pur- 
pose peculiarly its own. In its organization, however, tho 
framers of the Commission manifestly had a purpose every way 
worthy the grand results that have flowed from it ; for, in their' 


* “ Branrh nf the United Statee Sanitary Commistian*' in now n fully nulliorized 
title for ihe CeiilrAl Auxiliaries of the Cnmmitsion't Supply Department, end well 
is that title linnnreil by such tributary Associations as those whose good woiks wa 
shell presently mention. 
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Scheme of Organization, as approved by the President and the 
Secretary of "War, we find the following among other state- 
ments forecasting upon this subject, when arranging for dnties 
pertaining to the third stem, as just mentioned : — 

“ 3. A Bub-committco in direct relation with the State govern- 
ments, and with the public associations of benevolence. First, 
to secure uniformity of plans and then proportion and harmony 
of action; and, finally, abundance of supplies in moneys and 
goods, for such extra purposes as the laws do not and cannot 
provide for.” 

*»«**«« 

“ Thus the organizing, methodizing, and 

reducing to serviceableness, the vague, disproportioned, and 
hap-bazard benevolence of the public, might be successfully 
accomplished.” .... 


We have already mentioned that at the beginning of the war 
the Commission bad instituted methods of systematic relief in 
military hospitals, and that it also undertook what it tlien 
termed irregular" relief for the benefit of the sick, the way- 
worn and hungry, and tlie disabled or destitute soldiers found 
about all the great military dejwta. How exceedingly regular 
and well organized this branch of the Relief service became we 
riiall presently see. But the other and main branch of Relief, 
for the sick and wounded in camps and hospitals, was, fiom the 
b^inning, a systematic business. 

The whole work of Sanitaiy Relief, whether under circum- 
fitanccB that were regular, or under those that were irregular, 
soon became strictly systematic ; and although sufliciently ex- 
pansible and independent in its several branches and methods to 
meet the greatest variety and urgency of exigencies, all this 
business has been studiously harmonized in a central plan. It 
may be classified as follows : 
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fllospildl Svpflut and “Sanitary 
I Stores to Gene}-al JTospitals ; 
y Hospital Siijplies and “ Sanitary 
General Eelief to\ Stores" to Battle-fields and Fidd 
1 llospilah / 

f “ Sanitary Stores" to the llcgimental 
\ Hospitals and Armies in the Field. 


fipEciAi, Relief to' 


Keedy or Sick soldiers in the vicinit/y 
of Military Depots ; 

Kcedy or Siek soldiers accepting fur- 
lough or discharge from service ; 

\Prisoncrs and paroled men, and indi- 
vidual cases of special snffering 
wherever fonind among soldiers, for 
which the Army Regulations fail to 
jtrovidc / 

The Sick and Wounded and their 
Fri< nds, Ijy the Hosjfited Directory 
and other means. 


The Relief Department of the Commission’s work has, from 
the beginning, received the most intelligent and painstaking 
care from the whole body of the Commission and from the best 
men that could be commanded for its service. And to the 
branch of “ Sjiecial Relief” work not only did the President and 
General Secretary bring all the jwwcr of their earnest minds, 
but Providence brought a Superintendent and Chief Aid who, 
from the scenes of the first Bull Run, to the present hour, has 
given to this work for the soldier and the })coplc such zealous, 
discreet, and beneficent services as few men could give, and such 
as probably no man ever before rendered in such work.* 


• *• During the dark dajrs immediately succeeding the first battle of Dull Run, a 
clergymau from MnuadmsetU T«as among the foremost in administering to the 
wants and allcvialinj^ the distresses of our troops at the national capital. His 
means at first were simple enough. A pail full of coffee and a basket full of bread 


y 
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Studiously consulting the necessities of the army and hospi- 
tals, and after advising with militarj- and medical officials, the 
Commission early succeeded in bringing forward supplement- 
ary supplies and in offering special relief in a great variety of 
ways and by methods so ajipropriate, effectual, and acceptable, as 
to coinineud this work to all classes of Government authorities. 
Of this there is good evidence from the fact that, early in the 
autumn of 18C1, when the Commission issued a circular inviting 
general contributions of special supplies for the sick and wounded, 
that apjx!al was endorsed by an emphatic note of approval from 
Pkesioent Lincoi.m and Gesekal Scott.* 

Through its Sanitary Insjrectors, and by other means of in- 
fonnation from the camps and lic)spit.'ds, the Commission’s ad- 
vices respecting their deficiences and special wants, uiid re- 


eon*>titnted fbe matprinl. and n few tin cupn the Appliances, at his control. The 
Dcct'ssities of the case were numerous, urgent. — really appalling. Almost instatillr 
there grew ti|>, with tliU same Urge hcartcii Kev. Fredt*rtck N. Knnpp at its head, 
the Special Relief I>epntiinent of the Sanitary Commission Its beginn ns^s were 
•mall enough. **1116 moat we could do,' »ays he, in his first report. * was to have 
a place assigned us— part of the smaller building, the "Cane Factory’*— where wo 
put the sick ns they cime in, separate from the crowd of tho other building, and 
here wc bad a pile of blankets, from which we nmde such beds as w« couhl, nrid 
then brought tea and coffee and supplies fur the men from the rcsinurnnt in tho 
•tation house, or. more often, from a hH»arding house on Pennsylrania avenue.* First 
in the crowded streets, then in a dingy workshop, and thence came the Kohliers* 
Homes of the Sanitary Commission. Since then these beneficent institutions have 
been multiplied until there is now no important place of military transfer in which 
one may not be found,** — Sanitfirjf Reporter. 

♦ When tho Postmaster-General bad sent 80,000 of those circulars freely 
ibrougbout the land, he followed it by posters for every Post Office in the Statee, 
and the fullowiug note to the Postmasters : — 

“Post Office Depaetmext, Wasoixotok, October 16, 1861 
•• To the Po»tm<iMter at 

You are requested to taho mea«ures to effect an organization, if none 
exists among the women of your district to respond to liie accoropang eppcalniy 
of the Sanitary Commission. 

** The Hxfcuiive Government here very much desires to oblam the active co< 
operation of the women of America for the holy cause of tho Union in this ap- 

{ xopriate inode, and relies u|>on you to make known this wish to them, and aid as 
iar as possible in securing its nccouiplishmenl. 

Youi-s, resptctfully, 

“M. BLAIR. 

Po»tma$ter-Gtn0ral." 
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Bpecting exigencies occurring or anticipated in the movements or 
the engagements of the troo]>s, have always been immediate and 
definite. In that firet circular, which we have mentioned as in- 
dorsed by President Lincoln and General Scott, we find the fol- 
lowing statement respecting the special relief administered in 
hospitals and camps : — 


“TTiider its present organization, every camp and military 
hospital, from the Atlantic to the Plains, is regularly and fro- 
q^uently visited, its wants ascertained, anticipated as far as pos- 
sible, and whenever it is right, projicr, and broadly merciful, 
supplied directly by the Commission to the extent of its ability. 
For the means of maintaining this organization, and of exercis- 
ing through it a direct innuenee upon the officers and men 
favorably to a prudent giiaixl against the dangers of disease to 
which they are subject, which is its first ami jirinciiial oliject, 
the Commission is wholly dependent upon voluntary contribu- 
tions to its treasury. For the means of administering to tho 
ncH'ils of the sick and wounded, the Commission relies upon gift 
ofi'erings of their own handiwork from the loyal women of tho 
land. It receives not one dollar from Government. 

“ A large proportion of the gifts of tho people to tho army 
hitherto have been wasted, or woise than wasted, because directed 
without knowledge or discrimination. It is only through tho 
Commission that such girts can reach the army with a rea.sonable 
assurance that they will be received where they will do the most 
good and the least harm.” 

“ Some special defect, error, or negligence, emlangering 
health, has not been pointed out by its agents, and its removal 
or abatement effected. There h.as not been a single instani'e in 
which its services or advice, offered through all its various agencies 
have been re|)ulsed ; not a single complaint has been received of 
its embarrassing any officer in his duty, or of its interfering with 
discipline in the slightest degree. Its labors have, to this time, 
been chiefly directed to induce precautions against a certain 
class of diseases which have scourged almost every modem 
European army, which deccimated our army in Mexico, and 
which, at one time, rendered nearly half of one of our armies in 
the war of 1812 unfit for service. That there are grander 
causes for this than the labors of the Commission cannot bo 
doubted, but that, among human agencies, a larger share of 
credit for it should be given to those labors, it is neither arrogant 
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nor nnreagonable to assert. In this assurance, what contribution 
tJiat has hitlicrto been made to the treasury or the store of the 
CoTniiiissioii is not received back tenfold in value ? 

“ Alore than sixty thousand articles have Ikjcii received by the 
Commission from their patriotic countrywomen. It is not known 
that one sent to them has failed to reach its destination, nor has 
one been received that cannot be accounted for. It is confidently 
believed that there has not been of late a single case of serious 
illness in the Army of the Potomac, nor wherever the organiza- 
tion of the Comnnssion lias been completely extended, in which 
some of these articles have not administered to the relief of 
Bufleriiig.” 


This statement Avas made in September, 1861, and we quoto 
it here as a key to the whole theory and modim operandi of this 
business of Systematic Eelief. Kow this branch of service in- 
creased in importance, and why the Sanitary Commi.ssion has 
given such special attention to it, the history of our armies will 
best tell. The people seem well to understand that the best 
and sure.st channels through which their affectionate and homely 
gifts for Bfiecial relief can flow directly to their sons and brothers 
in the army, arc those which the Government has especially 
authorized, and tlie Sanitary Commission laboriously and skil- 
fully prepared. 

Fortunately for suffering men in hospitals and upon battle- 
fields, the leading Societies of Aid for soldiera not only became 
tributary to the Relief Department of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion, but they quickly learned, how to labor and contribute sys- 
tcmaticjilly and most effectively. And this success in learning 
how to do such work and how to gather aiid transmit supple- 
mentary supplies, thus sy-stcmatically, was brought about by 
earnest jturposes mid deliberations in which women ns well as 
tlie Government Commissioners shared. In the Finst Report 
of the “ Woman’s Central Association of Relief, at New Ytirk,” 
we find the following sensible remmks ujion this subject in a 
call for the public meeting that organized that model Society of 
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Aid. That call t>car3 date April 25th, 18C1, and thus it inlro 
dnces its object, and seems to foreshadow the Avork of the Sani- 
tary Commission itself:* 


• The following ad<!itional passages from that Circular present tho objecte 
which were then definitely had in view : — 

*' To tht Wouien of Nevt York^ and eipeeiaUy to those already engaged in prepar- 
ing against the time of ITor/ndj and Sickness in the Army, — The importance of 
aysternatizing and concentrating the spontaneous and earnest efforts now mahing 
by the women of New Y'ork» for the supply of extra medical aid to our Army 
tlirougb its present campaign, must be obvious to all reflecting persons. Numer- 
ous societies, working without concert, organization, or head, — without any direct 
understanding with the official authorities, — w'llUout any positive instructions Mto 
the immediate or future wants of Uie army, — are liable to waste their enthusiasm 
io diiproportionate efforts, to overlook soma claims and overdo others, while they 
give unnecessary trouble in official quarters, by the variety and irregularity of 
their proffers of help or their inquiries for guidance. 

“To make the meeting practical and effectivs, it seems proper here to set forth 
briefly the ohjects that i^onld be kept in viow. The form which woznan's benevo- 
lence has already taken, and is likely to take, in the present crisis, is, first, the 
contribution of labor, skill, and money in the preparalion of lint, bandages, and 
other stores, in aid of tho wauts of the Medical Staff ; second, the offer of personal 
services as nurses. 

In regard to thofii'st, it is important to obtain and disseminate exact official in- 
formation aa to the nature and variety of the wants of the army ; to give proper 
direction and proportion to the labor expended, so ns to avoid superfluity in some 
things and deficiency in others ; and to Ibis end, to come to a careful and thorough 
understanding w'itb the official head of the Medical Staff, through a committee 
having this department in hand. To this committee should be assigned the duty 
of conferring with other associations in other parts of the country, and especially 
through the press, to keep tbc women of the loyal States everywhere informed how 
their efforts may be most wisely and economically employed, aud their contribu- 
tions of all kinds most directly conccnlrated at New York, and put at the service 
of the Medical Staff A central depot would, of eounc, be the first thing to be de- 
eired. 

“ In regard to the second form of benevolence — the offer of personal services as 
nurses — it is felt that the public ruind needs much enlightenment, and the overflow- 
ing zenl and sympathy of the women of the nation, a careful channel, not only to 
prevent waste of time and effort, but to save embarrassment to the official staff, 
aud to secure real efficiency in tie service. Should our unhappy war be continued, 
the army is certain to a’antthe services of extra nui'ses, not merely on accomit of 
easualiiies of the field, but of tho camp diseased, originating in the exposure of sol- 
diery to a strange climate and to unaccustomed hardships. Tho result of all the 
experience of the Crimean war has been to prove the total uselessness cf any bui 
picked and skilled teomen in this department of duty. 

. • • • » ft ft 

“ To consider this matter deliborately, and to take such common action as may 
then appear wiso. we earnestly invite the women of New York, aud the pastors of 
chui*ches, with such medical advisers as may l>e specially invited, to assemble for 
counsel and action, at the Cooper Institute, oo Monday momiog next, (April 29th,) 
ftt eleven o’clodc.” 


Digitized by Google 



60 


“ The importance of sjRtcmatizing and concentrating the 
BpontaneoTis and earnest eflbrts now making by the women of 
New York, for the sujiplv of extra medical aid to our army 
through its presctit campaigns, must be obvious to all reflecting 
persons. Numerous societies, working without concert, organ- 
ization, or head, without any direct understanding with the 
official authorities, without any positive instructions as to the 
immediate or future wants of the army, are liable to wa.ste their 
enthusiasm in disproportionate efforts, to overlook some claims 
and overdo otliere, while they give unnecessary trouble in official 
quarters, by the variety and irregularity of their proffers of help 
or their inquiries for guidance.” 

In the first report of the “ Soldiers’ Aid Society of Northern 
Ohio,” an association of remarkable efficiency, organized a week 
previou.« to the one in New Y^ork, we find another suggestive 
remark concerning the best method of reaching the sick sol- 
diers’ wants. That report says : 

“ The officers of the Society deejily felt the burden and re- 
sponsibility of disi>cnsing with prudence, impartiality, and wis- 
dom, the precious fruits of so much patient and loving toil, 
and on October 9th, 1801, aiiplication was made for pennisRiou 
to act as auxiliary to the II. S. Sanitary Commission.” 

There is reason to believe that the Sanitary Commis- 
sion assumed the care and distribution of hospital supplies with 
Bome misgivings and only after careful inquir}', while the far- 
seeing Cfcncral Secretary, and the excellent subordinates to 
whom he committed the work of “inspection” and aid, appear 
to have given their best energies to the duty of thoroughly 
systematizing the whole work of Relief. In the Autumn of 
1861, Mr. Olmsted reports to the Commission that, — 

“ The principal depots of stores for the Commission are in 
New York, (uniler charge of the “Women's Central Relief 
Association” of New Y'orkt; at Boston ; at Providence, R. I. ; at 
Philadelphia; at Cincinnati, Cleveland, and Columbus, Ohio; 
at Wheeling, Va. ; at Louisville; at Chicago; at Cairo; at St. 
Louis, and at Washington.” 
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The same report also states, that nearly 100,000 articles had 
then been received at those depots, and that from tlie Washing- 
ton depot alone one hundred and twenty-six hospitals had 
received such supplies as that depot could furnish. As the prin- 
ciples and methods of distribution, which at that period had 
been adopted, remain essentially the same at the present time, 
we will here refer to them liy quoting a concise statement tliat 
ajjpears in the above-mentioned report : 

“ iSi/siern of Dktnbiiiion. — It is the duty of the Commi.ssion 
to i)revent, as far as ]K)Ssible, the sacrifice of human life to mat- 
ters of fonn and considerations of accuracy of accounts. Its 
method of distribution is as thorough and exact a.s can l)c main- 
tained consistently with this duty.” 

*•****■» * 

“ Vouchers signed by the surgeon, or his assistant, of every 
regiment or hospital aide<l, and countersigned by an inspector 
of the (Jommission, who has ascertained that the articles supplied 
are achially needed, have been obtained, however, for every 
dollar’s worth issued at all the depots directly controlled by the 
Commission.” 

“ Caution is exercised in the distribution of the gifts of the 
people, chiefly in the following particulars : 

“1. That they should be as fairly divided as is practicable — 
those most needy being most liberally dealt with ; 

“2. Tliat no officer shall be unnecessarily relieved from an 
existing resjxmsibility to secure for all dependent on him all the 
supplies which it is his right and duty to demand directly of 
Government.” 

The nature and extent, the business-like system, and the well- 
organized methods of the Commission’s Department of General 
Relief and Supplementary Supply may best lie appreciated by 
insjieeting the daily operations of that Department at one of its 
princijial depots, like that at Washington or Louisville, or by 
witnessing the rapid r.ceiunulation, and equally rapid disburse- 
ment and forwarding of “ sanitary stores ” at temporary depots in 
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the immediate \icinitj of armies in the field, as at Chattanooga 
or Morris Island. The system and methods of this work may 
briefly be described as follows : — At 'Washington, Louisville, and 
New York, the Commission has establislied Central Depots of 
supply where the “ sanitar}' stores ” arc systematie.ally accumu- 
lated from the countless and unfailing tributaries of voluntary aid, 
— file Associations of Relief and tlie Soldiers’ Aid Societies, — that 
have been organized by the people everywhere in in the loyal 
states, and which, in Boston, Buflalo, Cleveland, Philadelphia, 
Pittsburg, Cincinnati, Detroit, Chicago, and some other great 
commercial centres, have been fully systematised in grand 
branches that sen’o as permanent auxiliaries to the Central 
Depots hero mentioncil. 

Properly classified, packed, and made ready' for shipment on 
instant orders, the “ sanitary' stores,” thus accumulated in the 
Central Depots and Branches, are subject to such assignment 
and distribution sla the movements and exigencies of the armies 
and wants of the hospitals may demand. And wherever the 
exigencies aud whatever the demand ansing from wants of the 
sick and wounded or needy, it is the first duty of the Commis- 
sion’s Sanitary Inspectore to direct the Relief Agents to bring 
forward the retpiisite supply of the needed “ sanitary stores,” 
and distribute them to the very places where they are recpiired. 
For the facility and promptitude of such distribution and direct 
application of these supplies there is a moveable or temporary 
depot and distributing office maintained in every Department 
and in almost every Corps of the Army. 

Though the greater proportion of such supplementary' sup- 
plies come directly from the hands of the loyal and humano 
women of the States, there is a large and important class of 
stores that can only be procured by purchase at wholesale, and 
in such purchases, — mostly for “ battle-field relief,’' — the Sani- 
tary Commission lias cxiiendcd the golden gifts of California. 
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'But the gifts and liandiwork of women are far more valuable 
and important, though not more indispensible, than the contri- 
butions of money. The “ sanitary stores” that have been sent 
to the Commission’s Dejjots by the women, already amount to 
an aggregate of several millions of articles,* possessing a cash 
value that has been estimated at more than seven mii.lions of 
nOLLAKS. 


* The following paesngo from Miss NionTTNOALE's replies to the Questions (put 
by the Royal Commission): — “ Igers antj diffiextUiet txptricneed in obtaining 
food, clothing, bedding, and medical comforts F' " What appears to be the 
catise of such difficulties f" and “How were theg overcome F" etrikingly illus- 
trates the similarity of the wants which sho met iJpon the Bosphorus, and 
which the IT. S. Sanitary Commission meets in our much larger hospi- 
tals and more hastily gathered nrniy ; AVc here give the abstract of the replies of 
that remarkable woman, whom a distinguished surgeon in the hospitals at Scutari, 
has aptly termed the " Good I’rovidence of the Barrack Hospitals 


“ Diflicullies were experienced in obtaining some articles of extra diet, shirts, 
clean linen, and bedding, ward-furniture, and utensils.” 

»**••♦» 

" With regard to stores, I can best answer » * * by putting in an abstract of 
some of the princifral articles supplied from private sources to the hospitals, Ac,, at 
Scutari, on requisition from medical officers, ns well as those in the Crimea, and 
only after ascertaining, in most instances, that the articles did not exist in the pur- 
Teyor's store, or were not to be issued thence : (1.) 


"BhIrU (flannel and coitoo) 50.008 

Pairs of Drawers 6.M3 

Sock« and Siockloifa S3.T43 

ftipperg $,020 

Dreesing I.A04 

Handkerchief lO.msO 

Alr>h«di aod Pillowa $32 

Towels 5,^6 

Preaerved MeaU (.caate) 


Drinking Cops 5 , 47 X 

lodta Rubber Sheeting (jrds.) 8^0 

UathJ, Drooma, I^Rnnel, 

Soap, Bed pan*, Gloves nod Hits, 

Games, Com!«, Thread and Tape, 

Table, Brooms, Boilers, 

Lantemi, Lamps. Camp KUcheos, 

Cookiog Stores, Ac., Ac.” 


• • • "Tlie purveyor purveys according to his ‘warrants,’ — but the soldier, 
wants according to his circumstances. The absurdity lies in attempting to pro- 
vide for wur, ail abnormal state of society, by normal rulee, — non-expensive.” 

• ••»•• • 

" A far more serious question, however, than the want of stores, which, with 
the Anglo-Saxon race, will always be supplied, in such coaes, by private interposi- 
tion, is the non-organizatiou of a system of general hospital government For the 
clash of departments which uow constitutes that system cannot be called a hospital 
government at all. • • * 

It is a lamentable fact that tlie same clash of departments is still permitted by 
our Federal authorities to interfere with the proper administration of tlie army 
Medical Bureau, and with the govemmont of our general hospitals. 

(1.) " o quote from Mi*a NtglitlngMe’f abstract only the more Important U^ms, and by referring 
4o subsequent pages the reader wilt be able to compare Ute above table with similar abstracts of the 
** Woman's Central Relief Association,” the CleTtland, the Boston, and other AeUef tributsriea of 
the Sanitary Commission. 
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In order jnstly to estimate the nature and the ever-rccnrring 
necessity of the supplementary aid that is afforded by the San- 
itary Commission’s Relief Department, the fact must lie home 
in mind that the Army Regulations are not as expansible and as 
facile in their applications to special and unusual emergencies as 
the necessities of war — especially of such a terrible contest as ours 
— and the sudden wants of the sick and wounded, often demand. 
And it is just here that the Sanifary Commis-sion steps in and 
quickly bridges the chasms of want, while at the same time it 
throws its most friendly influence in favor of the regular sup- 
plies through regular military channels. Rut, as Miss Xigiit- 
iNCALE has graphically said, “the soldier wants according to his 
circumstances, but the purveyor purveys according to his war- 
rants” (regulations). And it is because the Hanitary Commis- 
sion has tlie power and the earnest jniqiosc to come to the aid of 
the Medical Department and the needy soldier, just when its 
more expansible and multiform appliances are desired and indis- 
pensible, that the people of the loyal States have so generously 
elected its channels for the transmission <jf their contributions of 
material aid for the sick and wounded, or for the soldier wherever 
and whenever his need is most urgent. Its agencies and a]*pli- 
anccs of relief follow the soldier through all the encampments, 
bivouacks, and toilsome marches, until he reaches the battle- 
fields, and to those fields, as closely ns non-combatants can ap- 
proach, it gathers its lx!st supplies for wounded and field-worn 
men. Then, in the ambulance, and to the general hospital, its 
“sanitary stores” are always at hand, and to the invalid, the 
convalescent, and the discharged soldier leaving the hospitals, or 
wherever he may be found in need of sanitary and friendly aid, 
the Commission is ever at hand with its well-organized methods 
of immediate relief, and the advice that such persons require. 
The peculiarity of the Commission's methods of working in each 
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of these special fields of Relief, require separate consideration 
in this narrative. 

Snjypl^mentnrij Supplies and Special Relief vpon Battle- 
felds. — The experience gained at Ball’s Bliitf, Pittsburg- 
Landing, Corinth, and upon the bloody fields of the Pennisula, 
the Rappaliannoek, the Antietain, and Manassas, as well as in 
the later great conflicts, as at Gettysburg, Vicksburg, and Chat- 
tanooga, have impelled the Sanitary Commission to impart such 
shape ami resoim-es to this de])artment of Supplementary Sup- 
plies, as should render it adequate to the exigencies which inva- 
riably follow upon the sanguinary conflicts of our forces in the 
field. 

We have already seen how the Commission administered its 
material and peivonal agencies of relief and aid during the Pe- 
ninsula campaign, and upon the earlier battle-fields, but those 
as])ccts of this subject which most concern the j)coplc and the 
soldiers we will now j)resent somewhat more fully in detail; for 
the people have a right to know precisely' how directly and cer- 
tainly their gitts go to mitigate the woes of the brave men who 
fall in battle. 

Solferino and Magenta had some of their horrors mitigated by 
corps of Infirmiers Voloniaires, and until the new Medical Act 
and the new Surgeon-General had breathed new life and enlarge- 
ment into the medical service, our Army Sanitary Commission 
seemed likely to bo burdened with the duty of providing such 
corps of nurses and field-hospital attendants; and we believe 
that hitherto nearly every great battle-ground of our forces has 
borne witness to the readiness of tlie Commission to assume such 
service when necessary. But on battle-fields and in the field- 
hospitals, as well as in the general hospitals, the Commission 
has mainly endeavored to aid the regular methods of service, 
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co-operating ■with its officers, and supplementing deficiencies as 
far as practicable,* 

Witli independent means of transportation and disbursement, 
and regardless of risks -ivhicli the military bureaus are slow 
to incur, the Sanitary Commission’s supplies are expeditiously 
thrown forward towards points where great engagements are 
impending ; and the records of the timely service thus rendered 
our bravo men in their time of greatest imed, will live with tho 
history of the war. 

This is tlie method of the Sanitary Commission’s work in tho 
vicinity of battle-fields. The Eelief Department, as advised by 
the Sanitary Inspectors in the field, and ns directed from tho 
Central offices, sends forward with the moving columns of tho 
amiy, and also, when practicable, to designated convenient 
poiu^ in tho vicinity of the army's line of movement, such well 
packed trains of selected supplies as for the time are deemed 
necessary to provide for ])robable necessities of wounded and 
exhausted men in tho ambulance depots and field-hospitals. In 
most of our armies, whether encamped or moving, the Commis- 
sion maintains a “ flying depot,” or special wjigim-train ot 
“ sanitary stores,” under the supervision of the Inspectors and 


*In support of the policy and the measures adopted by the U. S. Sanilar^ 
Cfmmisxioji, in its plan of •* R'litle-field Relief*' wo quote the following emphatic 
statement, which was mado by tho rcpro.^onUlivo of the King of Trussia, Dr. 
Loffler, Physician-io*Chief of the 4th corps in the Prussian army, at tho Inlerni- 
tiona! S<M\Ua}y Conference^ al (Jeueva. Oct. 1863: 


*' It would not bo consistent with the principle of wise State economy to giro, 
in times of peace, and in a continued manner, to tho sanitary service of armies, 
that measure of attention and that great development which it claims In times of 
war. Moreover, the history of the great contests in our limes has demonstrated 
that when war is about to break out it is impossible fur the o6iciaI authorities to 
provide the means of succor with suflfieient rnpidily, and even in a suflicient de- 
gree for nil possible exigencies. It is to the charitable support and co-<'peration 
of the public that we must nddress ourselves to surround the virtims of the con- 
test with all the care to which they have a wcU-dcserved right; and which the 
heart of the true philanthropist must demand fur uufurtuoato fellow-beings. ** 
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Relief Agents, as was first ordered and brought into fiill 
operation by a member of the Commission during the march 
of the Potomac Army through Mar3’land in the autumn of 
1862 * 

At certain points designated bj' military advice, and con- 
venient to the protected flank of the moving columns, and some- 
times much nearer the points of anticipated combat than the 
regular Medical trains arc permitted to approach,f the Sani- 


* In a communiediian dated September 11th, 18G2, that Commissioner made the 
following statement respecting the organization of “ flying depots” of ** sanitary 
stores ” to move with the columns of the army: 

** I went to the front to organize a more perfect syslom of supply and distrihu. 
tion of Sanitary Commission Stores, and have succeeded, I think, m doing so. Wo 
have now two two-horao wagons with supplies, moving with the advance column 
of the army, with orders to keep close up with the line of battle. Dr. Chamberlain 
is with one of these, and Dr. Andrews with the other. Smith is to relieve Cham- 
berlain. I have iLso sent out some four-borsc army wagons, laden with supplies 
from our Washington depot, under charge of Mr. Mitciieil, with orders to move 
a mile or two in the rear of the line of battle. Isay ” line of battle,” because the 
army is now moving and camping always in line of battle. Our Inspectors in the 
advance are instructed to go through the divisions and brigades, ami distribute 
their stores on the requisition of the army medical oflicers, not only to sick men 
but to the feeble and weary. Some of the regiments have lived so long on hard 
bread, colTce, ibc., that they are asthenic. Our Inspectors in the advance draw 
on Mitchells army wagons, and thus keep their two-horse wagons constantly full. 
As soon as the army wagons are exhausted, others will be in place, with stores 
from our Washington depot, and 1 think our resources will thus be edectivoly ap- 
plied #• «**» 

I wish wc could afford to keep such nn organization moving with every army 
corps — a depot on tchcelg, fed from statioDary depots.” • * • 


.\ftcr the battle of Gettysburg, when Meade was pursuing Dec’s 
flying army, and another general b.ittlo was hourly expected near tho old field of 
Aulietam, the General would not, and could not allow the vast medical stores re- 
quired in case of a battle to be brought over South Mountain, bccau.se Doonsboro, 
MyoQd which hit own headquarters lay, and whore the Sanitary Commission had 
opened its store-houses, was liable any day to bo attacked and ransacked by tho 
enemy’s cavalry. This was prudent and humane ; and yet in cn?e of a great batllo 
it must have caused enormous auffering. Now, for this very reason that it was not 
safe for the Govermneut stores, the S'anitary Commission determined to run tho 
rUk nf its own stores, that if a batllo did occur, it might alleviato the wants of the 
battle-field, till the regular medical stores could be brought up.. Thus tho Meilical 
Department followed its legitimate and bounden course of duty in oboOiciice to 
judicious orders from headquarters. The Sanitary Commission, with its independ- 
ent transpoitation, and mdepcndeiit movements in general, followed also its le- 
gitimate and necessary duty, and stood ready to prevent the eviU which must 
oeherwUe flow from the best and wisest course IcU opoo to the Medical Depart- 
ment .”* — Xorlh American Review, January, 1864. 
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tary Relief trains rendezvous, and establish dispensing depots. 
In all cases the Inspectors and Relief Agents endeavor, under 
military advice, to keep the Sanitary train sufficiently in ad- 
vance with the moving columns of the forces to be prepared for 
the exigencies of battle. 

Tlie moment a general engagement of the forces is announced, 
the Inspector who for the occasion is in charge of the Commis- 
sion’s work, directs the necessary regulations for the distribution 
of “ Sanitary stores ’’ for the succor of wounded men, and, at 
the same time, he and his aids undertake to ascertain by per- 
sonal inquiry what may bo the extent and nature of wants to bo 
supplied by such supplbmentary means. Tlien by couriei-s and by 
telegraph, requisitions are made upon the Commission’s nearest 
depots for such supplies, while from the Central Depots still 
larger invoices of assorted supplies for battle-field relief are 
hastened forward to the field or to the temporary depots, as oc- 
casion may require ; and being continually informed respecting 
the actual and prospective wants of the wounded, the Central 
and the Branch offices promptly respond to special requests from 
the field and to orders from the Commission. By all iiracticablc 
means, and usually by several routes, the supplies are pushed 
forward towards the field hospitals, and along the lines where 
the means of succor are most required. 

Each battle-field of course j)rcsents its peculiarities, and a 
distinct historj' of woes, and of insufficiency in the means of re- 
lief of the wounded, and it must be confessed that upon all great 
battle-fields there has been a vast amount of unrelieved suft'enng 
from causes that ought never to exist in well organized forces ; and 
it must also be stated that in every great battle that is fought 
in oi)en fields, or under ordinary conditions, a certain amount 
of unrelieved suffering, from want or tardiness of succor to the 
wounded, is inevitable. The former occurs in consequence 
of defects of the ambulance system, and the great difficulty in 
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providing adequate medical aid ; the latter, or inevitable wants, 
are supposed to result from the military necessities that are in- 
evitable in war ; the choice of evils must bo made, and if 
wounded men cannot safely be conveyed to the rear, or if they 
fall into the enemy’s hands, their suffering is accepted as the 
“fate of war.” But the Sanitary Commission has earnestly 
endeavored to diminish, and by every possible means to pre- 
vent this want of timely succor, and upon some of the later 
battle-fields, as at the second great battle before Chattanooga, 
the sufferings of the wounded for needed relief have, by the 
prompt and abundant aid of the Sanitary Commission, co- 
operating with the surgeons, been reduced to a minimum never 
beh)re equalled in such conflicts. 

The extent and urgency of wants which the wounded are liable 
to suffer from lack of timely succor, also depends largely upon 
the haste and magnitude of the movement of the fon^cs and 
their supplies, the difficulties of transportation, and the severity 
of the combat ; therefore, the difficulties that lie in the way of 
the Commission’s work of battle-field relief correspond to these 
various circumstances, but as that work is now organized, these 
circumstances are met by corresponding efforts and resources in 
the relief work, and notwithstanding the difficulties and pcrila 
that surround such work, the duties it imposes are never shirked 
by the Inspectors and Relief Agents who engage in it, and vast 
08 the demands for aid may be, the resources and methods of the 
Commission are rendered so expansible, that they promptly 
apply all the means of relief which the munificent contributions 
from the people enable them to offer. In the earlier period of the 
war, it sometimes occurred that the Commission’s resources 
were inadequate from luck of funds iii the Sanitary Treasury, 
and exhaustion of reserved supplies in the Commission’s depots. 
But as the business and methods of battle-field relief became , 
systematized and well understoood, the liability to insufficiency 
and delay steadily diminished. 
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Upon occasion of great battles, when the i^^ational canse and 
the sympathies of the people are put to severe trials, neither tho 
treasury nor the storehouses of the Commission hold from re- 
sponding to tho largest requisitions that can he made available 
for tho relief of the wounded. We have already alluded to the 
present methods of “ battle-field relief” during General McClel- 
lan’s campaign in northern Maryland, and we will, from this 
point of the narrative, recount some incidents from the pnb- 
^ lished records of tho Commission’s work in this branch of relief. 

Tho memorable battle-field of Antietatu will ever be remem- 
bered in the history of the Commission, as the field and the oc- 
casion upon which the providence of California’s golden gifts 
confirmed the humane purposes of Sanitary relief, and first min- 
istered to the wotmded. Previous to that period the systcni 
and means for such aid were insufficient, yet the subject had re- 
ceived much attention from various members of the Commission, 
particularly from Dr. Newberry and Mr. 01m.sted, and under 
the direction of those two officers, and in the abundant experi- 
ence they had iu the working of that system experimentally 
during spring campaigns of 1862, the methods of supplement- 
ary field work which had proved both practicable and neces- 
Bary, were always too limited in means. The people, through 
their societies of voluntary aid, and the great branches of 
_ supply that had allied themselves to tho Commission, Inid liber- 
ally contributed materials for succor; they had also supported 
tJie Sanitary Treasury to such a degree as to keep those early 
methods of labor in operation. Put the vastly increased mag- 
nitude of the demands for the succor of the wounded, as tho 
campaigns of 1862 progressed, and the unobstructed opportunity 
which was officially granted for such work, threw ujwii the 
Commission a responsibility that required a vast increase of its 
financial resources. The fact is now known, that in its endea- 
vors to bridge the chasms of want and terrible necessities upon 
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the numerous battle-fielda of the summer of 1862, the Commis- 
sion was impelled by urgent considerations of duty to the 
wounded and to the country to put its hand to the very bottom 
of its Treasury, and to the last packages in its Central Depots. 
In a statement tlieu publishe<l [Document No. 4-S] the following 
facts are mentioned by a member of the Commission ■writing 
from the field, on the fourth day subsei|uent to the battle of 
Antietam ; 

“ It should be remembered, that so rapid was the movement 
of the army through "Washington, after the disaster and losses 
of the Virginia campaign, that the regimental, and brigade, and 
division medical officers could not, to any considerable extent, 
replenish their exhausted supplies. 

“The medical supplies sent to meet the emergency on Wed- 
nesda, did not begin to arrive on the battle-field until Saturday 
afternoon, and then in small quantity and entirely inadequate. 
Many of the same supplies are still here (at Frederick), awaiting 
transportation, while the Commission has bad at least four 
wagon trains sent to the front that left Washington stibsequent 
to Wednesday afternoon, in addition to two sent before in antic- 
ipation of the battle. You can estimate at your office the number 
of wagons we have sent forward, including Hay’s trains, which 
■will be on the battle-field this afternoon. As soon as Brink and 
Mitchell and Pamms arrived on the battle-field, I sent them 
over radii, previously ascertained to be within the circle of the 
late battles. They will he able to state personally the fields of 
their operations, as I desired them to keep notes. I left Dun- 
ning's wa"on — in fact all the two-horse w^ons and ambulances 
of our tram — constantly going, and carrying relief to thousaiids 
of wounded. 

The wounded were mainly clustenal about bams, occupying 
th# bam-yards, and floors, and stables, having plenty of good 
straw, well broken by the power threshing machine. I saw fif- 
teen hundred w’oundcd men lying upon the straw about two 
barns, \rithin sight of each other! Inaecd, there is not a bam, 
or farm-house, or store, or church, or school-house, between 
Boi>nesborough, Keedysville, and^ Sliarpsburgh, and the latter 
and Smoketown, that is not gorged with wounded — rebel and 
Union. Even the corn-cribs, and in many instances the cow- 
stable, and in one place the mangers, were filled. Several thou- 
sands lie in the open air, upon straw, and all arc receiving the 
kind services of the farmers’ families and the surgeons. 
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“ I hope I never ehall forget the evidences everywhere mani- 
fested of the unselfish and devoted heroism of our surgeons, 
regular and volunteer, in the care of both Federal and rebel 
wounded. **»*«-■» 

“ Ilaving studied the field, and the relations of the clusters of 
wounded to a central poiTit, I took, on Saturday, a store at 
Sharpsburgh, hiring it of a Union citizen of the name of Cronise. 
On Saturday evening I brought up the mule teams of Peverley 
to Sharpsburgh. On Sunday morning, Dunning, Mitchell, Par- 
Bons, and myself, unpacked the boxes, and tilled the shelves and 
Lins. I took charge of the wagons on Saturday night, because 
Dunning, Brink, and Mitchell were out with relief, to the right 
and left, for about three thousand wounded ; and Parsons had 
gone back, under instructions from Medical Director Letterman, 
and my approval, to Birkettsville, with relief to five hundred 
and forty wounded. 

“ To finish the store business, I may say that I have left Par- 
sons and Peverley, and a clerk of Mr. Cronise, in charge of the 
Sharpsburgh store, taking care to provide, out of our trains, a 
wagon ana a saddle-horse for Dr. Dunning, and the same for 
Dr. Brink. I have given them written instructions to use the 
saddle-horses to explore the barn-yards and hamlets of the 
country, and the wagons to accompany with stores of food. 
Stimulants, bandages, clothing, &e., ic. 

“ Our plans, so far, are working splendidly, thanks to the 
vigor with which 3'ou at Washington have crowded forward 
supplies, and the aiil given by Dr. Letterman and his medical 
oflicers We have been ahead of every one, and at least two 
days ahead of the supi)lies of the Medical Bureou ; the latter 
fact due to its want of independent transportation.” * * 

*«««««« 


In the same document [No. 48] the following summary of 
supplies forwarded to the battle-field, is given officially : 

■ 

“ Our independent means of transportation often enable us to 
reach the wounded with stores in advance of all Government or 
other supplies. The first two days are moi-e important *than the 
next ten to the saving of life and the relief of misery. 

“ At the recent battle-ground we were able to be present in 
advance two days, of all supplies (beyond the small amount in 
the nearly empty storehouse of the ariuv Medical Purveyor), 
with twenty-five wag.'U loads of stimulants, condensed food, 
medicines, and conveniences. Within a week we dispatched 
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siiccessfiilly by teams, to tbe scene of battle, from 'Wasbinprton 
alone, 28,703 pieces dry-goods, sliirts, towels, bed-ticks, pillows, 
&(■., 30 barrels bandages, old linen, &c., 3,188 pounds farina, 
&c. ; 2,620 pounds condensed milk, 5,050 pounds beef stock and 
canned meats, 3,000 bottles wine and cordials, and several tons 
of lemons and other fruit, crackers, tea, sugar, rubber cloth, tin- 
enps, and hospital conveniences.* 

“ Great an(l constant, therefore, as the supplies of our Central 
Auxiliary Associations are, and of the towns and villages on 
which they depend, they ought not to be surprised to learn that 
our Washington storehouses ai'e bare of shirts, drawers, slippers, 
socks, bed-sacks, blankets, and old clothing, and that only the 
ceaseless and increased tmtivity and humanity of our women 
can be dejH-nded on to meet the new demand.’’’ 

All this had been done before the smoke of that terrible bat- 
tle had fairly' cleared from the ground where lay nearly ten 
thousand wounded men of our own army, and several thousands 
of the rebel forces left to the care of Federal surgeons and 'the 
Sanitary Commission, and while the utmost resources of the 
Commission w'ere being thus applied by means of a system that 
was more fully adecpiatc to the occasion than similar cflbrts 
upon other battle-lields had been, it was at a rate of expendi- 
ture that speedily exhausted all reserved supplies of sanitary 
stores, and sent the last funds of the Treasury into the markets 
for additional means of succor. It was at that hour of impera- 
tive duty and greatest anxiety, on the 21st of September, the 
fourth day after the battle — that a telegram from California 


* ^V])iIc ihe Sanitary Commission was tims sending forward all (ho means of 
•uccor it could (hen command, it Bucccssfully underto<jk to forward from New York 
a sufficient supply of hoepital clothing. In Dr. Steines’s Keport, (published by 
A. I>. l\ Haodulph, New York,) we find tbe following allusion to tlio aid thus 
rendered ; 

“ In addition to these Issues, the Commission succeeded in trnnsporting, from 
the Medical Purveyor's Office in New York to the depot in Frederick, 83 cnees, 
contnining 4.000 sets of hospital clothing and 20 bales of blankets, at a ctist of 
$310 58. Transportiitioo was so embarrassed and crowded at this time that thesa 
stores were got through in season only by the energy of the Executive Cummitteo 
in dispatching special agents to take charge of them, at iU own expense. As soon 
as these stores reached iliis depot tliey were turned over to the Medical Depart* 
ment and issued aa fast as reqahitiooa were tent in.” 
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brought intelligence of liberal promlso of pecuniary aid from 
the Pacific coast ; and with that inspiritig promise came the 
welcome announcement that a hundred thomand dollars — the 
first instalment of the golden treasure — was tlien on the way to 
the Sanitary Commission. That hundred thousand dollars at 
the time seemed to be the means of insuring the sucee.ssful pros- 
ecution of the Commission’s gi’catly expanded metliods of aid f 
and crery subsequent passage in the history of its sanitary 
works, and its relief service, will tell how energizing and how 
salutary was that early lesson of faith, and how California’s 
gold has strengthened and cstahlisliod the liroad plans and hu- 
mane purposes that might otherwise have fluctuated between 
necessity and inability. 

^Though that Providence was scarcel}' more essential to the 
Commission’s battle-field branch of Relief, than to its other de- 
partments" of service, the world will justly and most gratefully 
point to the records of the service rendered at the memorable 
fields of Antietam, Gettysburg, and Chattanooga, and all the 
great sieges and battles since the autumn of lSfi2, a< affording 
never-to-be-forgotten testimony to the groat utility and wise Ite- 
stowment of the golden gifts from the patriotic people of the 
great mining regions. And the same records will show how 
timely and how tenderly all the home-gifts and means of succor 
which the people have turned into the Sanitaiy Commission’s 
channels, have been administered for the relief and life saving 
of the brave men who have fallen in their country’s service. All 
deiiartments of the Commission’s work have been equally bene- 
fited by the munificent aid from the Pacific States. The records 
of Sanitary Relief at all the great battles since that of An- 
tietain, show that the enlarged methods of succor that were 
adopted upon that memorable field have depended in no small 
degree upon the thoughtful ciontinuanco of those golden contrib- 
utions ; and, as we have seen, the commencement of these con- 
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tributions is forever assoeiatcd witli the memories of Inimano 
relief upon one of the most terrible battle-fields of tlic war. 

Battle-field Relief in the Earlier Period of the War . — Let 
ns revert for a moment to the history of the Commission’s relief 
work in tlie earlier battles. The statements referrinf: to this 
sul)jeet in preeeding sections of this narrative, show how im- 
pressively the duty and the necessity of rendering such service 
to the wounded were unfolded upon every successive battle-field. 
At first the prejiaratlons on the part of the Medical Department 
were inadequate, and then it was found that in each siicces-sive 
engagement the armies fought witli such unequalled pertinacity 
and vigor, that tho percentage of wounded men greatly exceeded 
the expectations of the (Tovernment, and the preparations for 
the succor and tran.sjxirtation of tho wounded. The Sanitary 
Commission carefully investigated the facts relating to this sub- 
ject, and strenously endeavored to procure, throiigh tho regular 
departments, as well as by its own supplementary aid, an ade- 
quate supply of j)ersonal and material means of succor for the 
wounded. The wants of wounded men at the battle-s of Dali’s 
Bluff, Wilson’s Creek, I^exington, Springfield, Pea Bidge, Fort 
Donelson and Shiloh, fully confirmed the opinions which tho 
Sanitary Commission had expre.ssed immediately after the first 
engagement at the ill-starred battle-ground of Manas.ses, nninel}', 
that uidess tlic Government would actually do all that practic- 
ally could be done for tho succor and benefit of the sick atid 
woundetl, the Commission would necessarily be constrained 
vastly to increase its own resources of supplementary aid. This 
idea, it will be recollected, had been cautiously expressed by tho 
Preliminary Committee that asked for the organization of a 
Sanitary Commission ; and in December, 1861, tlie following 
statement was made by the Commission in its report to the Sec- 
retary of yi ar : 
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“ Tlie possibility of an enwa"ement on our own soil at any 
moment, between two armies of one Imudred and iifty or two 
liimdred tbousand men each, is so strange a novelty that we 
naturally fail to appreciate its inevitable consequences, and the 
immense amount of human sutforing which must follow it. The 
battle of Bull Run has not taught us the lesson, because most 
of our wounded were then left on the field. Few of the more 
serious cases reached our hospitals. We must remember that 
the experience of foreign armies shows that, alter a well-contested 
battle on this scale, we must count on having, at the very least, 
from twenty to thirty thousand men crying to us for relief from 
agony.” 


It is now seen that the necessity' and desirableness of such 
voluntary and supplemental aid has been abundantly conflrincd 
by the testimony of the most experienced military officers and 
public authorities in Europe,* and the tcn-ible experiences of 
our successive battle-fields, have shown how vitally important 
such aid has been in our armies. But the United States Sani- 
tary Commission had no precedents by which to be guided in 
devising its methods and means of battle-field relief. Govcni- 
ment authorities whoso practical knowledge of armies and bgttlcs 
extended only to the matters of routine in official service, gen- 
erally doubted the ])racticability’ of rendering supplementary aid 
to the wounded, and some military officers expressed anxiety in 
view of the unusual urgency with which the claims of humanity 
and of popular concern in this war were presented by the 
Sanitary Commission. But, to the infinite credit of the pro- 
fession of arms, and to the advancing civilization of the age, the 
ablest Generals and best officers in all departments of military 
service, .almost without exception, have favored and aided the 
purpose of the Commission from the first ; and the veteran 
Geniujal ScoiT, like the venerable General Ulfoue who pro- 


• SfC Appendix C. 
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eidecl at the recent International Sanitary Conference at Geneva,* 
was first to express his interest and confidence in such plans for 
succor to the wounded. 

A few great battles during the first year of the war served to 
illustrate what would be the inevitable wants and woes of our 
battle fields, with all the means of succor which the Medical 
Department possessed, and the Sanitary Commission endeavored 
to ascertain how far and by what agencies it might be practicable 
to supplement the insufficiencies and delays of the regular 
methods for meeting the exigencies of great battles. The scenes 
of Buttering that were witnessed after the sanguinary struggles 
at Fort Donelson, Pittsburg Landing, .and some other battles 
during the first year of the war, cannot be recalled to mind 
without bringing up ghastly pictures of terror and anguish that 


* At the opening <»f the great Conference at Geneva, tho President, General 
Dircuu, a mUiinry oHiccr of great renown, made the following statements coa* 
cerniogtho duty of rendering more adequate succor to the wounded in wnr; 


Vou nre aware, gentlemen, that the condition of tlie ambulances in the regular 
armic:* ntfoidn very inadequate relief to tlie wounded who are uiifmtuimteiy left 
upon the bullle-held. 'I'here is In this reapert a very great defect, which is espe- 
cially apparent upon those ocrosions in which pi-ompinoss and elhcieiilniii wimhl be 
most (irdiniblc. This defect has impressed every one, hut it has been e-pecially 
portrayed, with stiiitling trnlhfulnepR, in a work wjlh wlpeh you aro himiliur, 
nuhlihUed after the battle of Solfermo by <<ne of our fellow ciltxens, M. DtmuhL 
iVe are convened, gentleinen, for tlie purpose of discovering some possible mclimd 
of realizing a philiuiihropic idea conluined in this work. We do latt uHirm <s 
prioi'i that this (>oa«ihi)i(y exists, but we hope that Uds asseinblage of men, e^8en* 
tialiy qualified to »*ntert(itn such qntslioni*, may be able to nirive at some solution 
of the ditlicull problem upon wiiieh we are engaged. 1'hi.s i-i deeiriible for all, but 
especially for the unforlunalc soldier. W«<|o not surticieiitly appreciate the ►iiu- 
ation of a man serving ns a private soldier, who, often, nfier having fer a hmg 
time endured privaiions of every ktmi (it i-i siifHcicnt to recollect the sufferioKS 
expcriLMiccd during the severe rampnign in the Crimea and the siege of Sebi.^topol), 
Arrives upon the ttehi of battle, and tliere. after hnving fought for his flng with 
couiage and devotion, fimls himself, asn reward. sutFering llie most lortnriag pains, 
for which not llie least relief is provided, and which nre ofluii greatly eiilnmced by 
the fearful aiittuish (‘onsiqueiit upon Uo'lr Abandonmeut. / 

'* Notwithstanding the piiihmUiropic eiforteof Peace Congresses — to wlnne efforts 
we accord all the respect and sympathy they merit, without bei g d« reived ns to 
the siimll amount of Kureesse which they are likely U) attain, us long as human pas- 
sion exUt, and ihe«e tin eaten to continue a long time to come — there will be wars 
upon this eartli ; liierefore, to l>e truly useful to the cause of humaitiiy. we must, 
iiiatead <»f indulgin'.; the vuin hope of tlieir suppresMon, endeavor to render tlieir 
consequences less terrible if possible, and lend our aid us elFectiully to those whose 


Digitized by Coogle 



78 


burden the soul like u horrible nightmare. Tint those Bcenes, 
and the realities of insufficient means of succor that lay behind 
■what Inid been regarded as necessarily and es.sentially the fate 
of war, were from the first seriou.sly studied by the Commission ; 
the chief causes of such insufficiency and olficinl neglect were 
ascertained, and the practicable metluKls of improvement and of 
aid were discussed, and as far as po.-sible, the available means 
of relief u^^re put into ojicration. 

The vital imi)ortance of an improved a7nl>ulmice system was 
faithfully represented to the military authorities, and the duty 
of organizing and keeping in constant rcadine.ss an adequate 
reserve force to succor the wounded was urged upon the proj)cr 
authorities. The events that followed the collision of the forces 
at Bull Bull had served to detennine the question of the Sanitary 


duty it 14 to give assi&taocc to those sufTerern providing tho concurrent aid wldcb 
they need ■without ocensinning any emharra^.ement to the cause of the arinieti. 
Sucli is the probiein to be solved of which we have just l»een speaking, 

**Do we indulge vaiu fancy in attempting a boluliuu of this problem f Is the end 
which we wish to attain so high and beyond our powers that the concentration of 
all our eflfjrts will bo iaciheient ? If limt be so, wo must submit, but wo shall ever 
have the merit of having nmdo the attempt, which will be a’ source of satisfaction 
to those who feci u lively interest in the suffering of the human race. In cither 
case, we shall have sown in tho Held of our future sun which will hereafter bring 
forth fruit, when more favorable circumstances shall cau?e it to germinate, when 
civilization shall have made more proicress, and when nations shall have entered 
upon broader and more humano paths than those which they have hitherto trotlden. 
It Udoiigs to the future, indeed, to decide tiiisqiicstinu, but we shall have done what wa 
could. Kven if we arrive at no dclinite result duriugthU conference, — which, on ac* 
count of its aims and the sympathies whieh, from its first inception, it has excited 
throughout Kurope, will elicit no inconsiderable degree of att(*ntion, — wc shall at 
least have established a starling point for those ameliorations which we may hope 
to realize in after times. It does not become us, therefore, to be fli^couraged at the 
prosp#B.'tof a temporary want of success. Let us boldly meet the problem ; let tis 
domll in our power (o solve it; and if success be not within our reach, there will 
remain to us the consciousness of having done what it became those to do who love 
their neighbor.” 

* * “ It has I»een urgd that instead of seeking for expedients whereby war 

may be rendered less terrible, it would be jireferaMe to nltAck the evil at iU root, 
and labor to promote the universal and permanent pacification of the woild. Our 
opp<.m*:iU, by thoir afgumcnls, would aeem to ineiuuate that our effortM have no 
higher aim than to legalize war, by making it appear ns a necessary evil. Is this 
criticism seriously made? I cannot believe it Most assured!)’ we desire as much 
as any one can that men should cearo to «lay each other, nnd repmlintc this 
relic of barbarism which they have inberited from their fatbci’a. With tlie nid 
of Chriaiianily. this result will sooner or later be be attained, nnd wc applaud tho 
efforts of those who are striving for the amelioration of the homon race.”—*' Compte 
Jiendu dt la C'fjnftrtna InicTnationale” Geneva, Oct., 1863. 
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Commission’s du.;y to accept and disburse supplementary sup^ 
plies, and also to vastly increase all the resources it could 
command to meet the exigencies of battle-lields, as well as to 
extend its first great work of Sanitary Inquiry and Advice. 
Fully believing that as soon as (?ur armies had become trained 
to soldierly duties, their valor in combat with the enemy would 
be eqtial at least to that of European armies, the Commission 
ui’ged this consideration upon the Medical Bureau, and at the 
Rime time set about its own work of preparation for battle- 
field succor in combats, when 20 or 30j}£>' cent, of all the forces 
engaged wovld be counted among the wounded. The system 
and the extent of that work of preparation will appear in the 
sketch given in subsequent pages relating to the Commission’s 
Branches of supply, and the administration of its system of 
relief. 

In Ilcecmber, 18C1, soon after the battle of Belmont, in Mis- 
souri, the Commis.«ion not only took measures for largely in- 
creasing its stock of “ Sanitary stores” in the West, bat, through 
its excellent Senior Inspector in that field, Dr. Aigner, the plan 
of organizing a line of floating hospitals to move with the forces 
upon the rivers was suggested, and, in a valuable report iqion 
the subject, the practicability and importance of the plan was 
successfully urged upon the military authorities. Accordingly 
when General Grant moved up the Cumberland river to capture 
Fort Henry and Fort Donclson, the first hospital steamer, the 
was ordered into service by the Mcdicai 
Director. She was fully furnished with hospital supplies from 
the Commission’s depot at Cairo, and, arriving at that place with 
a load of patients when news was received of the light at Donel- 
son. Dr. Aigner in.stantly ordered all his reserved stores on 
board, and at once proceeded to the scene of that unconditional 
contest, where all those supplies and much more were greatly 
needed. Dr. Warriner was then at Paducah, laboring night and 
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day to supplement wants in the overcrowded hospitals there ; 
and Dr. Douj;lass, an Associate Secretary, hastened down from 
St. Louis with all the reserved supplies that the Commission had 
accnmimilatcd at that p*int, while Dr. Newberry at once 
steamed down the Ohio and up Hie Cumberland in the CoUycr, 
with a largo cargo of supplies, and a corps of volunteer assist- 
ants from Cincinnati ; while the Branch at Chicago, the Aid 
Societies of all the large towns in the West, and the people of 
St. Ixinis, hurried forward to Cairo va.st quantities of valuable 
and timely supjilies. But the woes that were Buttered by the 
wounded during the period that elapsed j.irevious to the arrival 
of this voluntary aid, can never be adequately described. Hun- 
dreds perished before the means of succor reached them. The 
agents of the Sanitary Commission made great etforts to meet 
the exigencies of the hour, and what they accomplished, though 
far short of their desires, because so delayed in reaching the 
wounded, was so imjiortant and so timely, that even the most 
relentless oflicial routine*ts confessed the utillity of the work. 

The Cumberland river being opened to Nashville, the Com- 
mission at once cstabli.slied a depot of supplies in that city, and 
while the forces under Grant and Buell were moving to the 
Tenne.ssec to meet the rebel army in Northern ilississipj)i. Dr. 
Newberry, the Western Secretary, was massing hospital sup]ilies, 
etc., at Cairo, raduc.ah, and such points upon the Tennessee as 
could be securely occupied until the collission might occur. 
T1 i 6 vast utility of floating hospitals upon the rivers had been 
demonstrated by the City of and other steamboats 

upon which hospital arrangements had been hastily improvised. 

But while the Sanitaiy Commission was thus massing its 
“Sanitary stores,” at points ■within convenient reach, the regu- 
lar supjdies of the Medical Department were moved too tardily 
and in insuflicient quantities, and when our forces gave battle at 
Pittsburg Landing those supplies were far away and utterly in- 
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sufficient. Tlie Commission’s stores were speedily brought up 
the river, but at first they were inadequate to the terrible exi- 
gencies of the occasion. The hospitals at Savannah, a few miles 
below Pittsburg Landing, had been mainly furnished by the 
Commission, and the largo floating hospital, Louisiana^ upon 
which the Associate Secretary, Dr. Douglass, obained transport- 
ation for himself and the corps of volunteer surgeons and at- 
tendants, about sixty in number, from the Chicago Branch, went 
up the Tennessee freighted witli a cargo of the Commission’s 
stores, which were at once distributed to the wounded upon the 
transports and in the ambulances ; a depot of supplies and a 
system of destribution were established, and, by the large sup- 
plies and aid from Cincinnati and Louisville, directed by Dr. 
Newberry, that depot, and subsequently the store-boat Polar 
Star, continued to issue every variety of supplementary supplies 
until the last of the hospitals and the wounded were removed 
from that plaee, late in the month of July. 

The terrible sufferings and wants of our wounded at Donelson 
and at Pittsburg Landing were equalled by the valor which mow 
has become historical fame to the armies of the Mississippi val- 
ley, and the sympathy and the earnest purpose of the whole 
population of the West then and continually, became manifest 
in every town and every household. Contributions of supplies 
then began to flow, and have ever since kept flowing, in an in- 
cessant stream. The Sanitary Commission, instructed bj' these 
experiences upon the Cumberland and the Tennessee, as well as 
upon the Peninsula and elsewhere during that eventful spring 
of 1862, ordered such improvements in the transportation and 
massing of “ sanitary stores” along the lines of the army as should 
enable relief agents to succor the wounded with greater prompt* 
itude. The terrible earnestness with which the war would bo 
waged was fully illustrated by tlic first great battles of the year, 
and the fact had become apparent that the determined purpose 
6 
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and the extended preparations of the Sanitary Commission were 
not in vain. The generals who led in those battles have con- 
tinued to bo peculiarly friendly to the Commission’s purposes 
and works, and the people at home manifestly learned to appre- 
ciate the Commission’s service in exact proportion to its suffi- 
ciency and promptitude. 

Deeply impressed with the importance of rendering its means 
of succor in active campaigns in the highest degree prompt and 
effective, the Commission not only took measures to keep up 
temporary depots of supplies in the immediate vicinity of the 
forces in the field, but with the Sanitary Inspectors that accom- 
panied the grand expeditions under General Burnside and Gen- 
eral Butler during the winter and spring of 1862, the General 
Secretary ordered large supplies of “ sanitary stores” to be ship- 
ped in vessels accompanying those expeditions, the noble 
leaders of which, furnished every facility, and encouraged the 
undertaking. And it may justly be claimed, that the aid 
which the Commission thus rendered to the sick and wounded 
during those perilous but brilliant expeditions, proved very 
highly satisfactory ; and we are warranted in saying that the 
Commission could nob* desire stonger friendship for itself and 
^ts methods of aid than i^ entertained by those brave generals 
and the noble armies they commanded. 

In former pages we have referred to the systematic methods 
by which the Commission early endeavored to be prepared to 
render prompt and effectual relief when the great occasions of 
wounds and want arrived. The demands for such reserved sup- 
plies followed rapidly, and more and more urgently, from the 
beginning of the year 1862. The great expeditions down the 
coast were accompanied by ample and well-chosen “sanitary 
stores” from the Commission’s depot, and each succeeding en- 
gagement of our armies in the West, tested the largest resources 
of those depots and of the boundless liberality and energj’ of 


Digitized by Google 



83 


the branches of aid. In short, the correctness of the Sanitary 
Commission’s earliest plans and estimates for meeting the pros- 
pective and inevitable wants of our armies in active cam- 
paigns, was fully demonstrated even before the opening of the 
Peninsula campaign. How timely, how great, how enlaiged, 
yet how overdrawn, were the resources which the Commission 
brought into all the campaigns and to every battle-field during 
the ensuing months of that year of sanguinary conflicts, a mil- 
lion soldiers and thousands of homes will forever remember with 
deepest gratitude ; and how profoundly the Sanitary Commis- 
sion shared all the anxieties and patriotic endeavors of the 
people and the armies during that most momentous period of 
peril and efibrt, can never be forgotten. It was a year of hatUee, 
and of toil, the severest and most incessant of any war in 
modem times ; and, although the Sanitary Commission during 
all that eventful period did not relinquish its other branches of 
sanitary work and relief, the history of the development and 
progress of the present system of battle-field relief, can only be 
given by recoimting tho leading facts relating to the campaign 
work of the Commission during that memorable time. 

Proyress and Pv/rposes in the work of BaMe fdd Pdi^ 
during Dark Days in the Autumn of 1862. — After the appalling 
exhibition of insufficiency in the means of succor upon the battle- 
fields at the West and upon the Peninsula, the Commission put 
forth the most energetic efforts to meet all the deficiencies it could 
possibly reach. Its humane purposes, its faith, and its utmost 
resources, were put to the severest test in this undertaking. 

In Document 44, published by the Commission July 4th, 1862, 
the following statement is made respecting the work then in 
hand, and the rate of expenditure of material and money: 

“ From May 1st to July 1st, the Commission has expended. 
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$37,585//, dollars. About nine-tenths of this stun has been laid 
out in the purchase of hospital stores and appliances for the re- 
lief of the sick and wounded at every important military station, 
and in the equipment of the flotilla of steamers and sailing 
■vessels now in the service of the Commission as Hospital Trans- 
ports. Its treasury is now nearly exhausted, at the very moment 
when the army most needs its aid, and when, if it had an hun- 
dred thousand dollars at its command, it would still be far too 
weak for the urgent work before it, and would still be obliged 
to see hundreds perishing for want of its aid, in the army of the 
Potomac alone.’^ *:***** 


And in a statement published on the 11th of September fol- 
lowing, the progress of the “ battle-field and mobilized relief 
service,” is thus set forth :* 

“ Since the 1st September (ten days) the Commission has ex- 
pended six thonsana dollars and upwards in the purchase of 
supplies, which have been distributM by its Inspectors and by 
members of the Commission on the battle-fields of Virginia.” 

“ They have also thus distributed stores to a vastly larger 
amount, which have been contributed directly to its d^ots by 
their patriotic fellow-citizens in every loyal State. Notwith- 
standing the generous support that has been rendered the Com- 
mission, its present expenses far overrun its receipts. And, 
although it is daily relieving a fearful amount of suffering, and 
saving many lives, it is now and long has been obliged to wit- 
ness a far greater amount of sufiering and of death, which it 
has never had the means to relieve. ~What it has done, is but 
little compared with what it could do, had its resources been at 


* Th* imptratire duty and necessity of snch supplementary relief in time of 
battlea, were well stated, in Um docossent above quoted, as follows ; 


*' It may be said that the Oorernment should do all this. Were tbit true, its 
default would not justify us in learisg our soldiers to perish. But it it only par- 
tially true. While active military operations are in progress, and especially at 
the dose of great battles, the prompt and thorough relief and treatment of the 
sick and wounded requires an amount of force, in men,, material, and trnnsporla- 
tion which no Government has hitherto been able to keep permanently attached to 
iU medical department. At such times volunteer aid from wiibnut is indispenabla 
to prevent the most fearful suffering and waste of life, however faithful and un- 
tiring the Medical Staff may be.” 
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all adequate to ita wor^. The more money it commands, the 
more hospital] supplies, restoratives, and beneficent material of 
every kind, it can apply to the relief of the army.” 


In a letter published in this statement, a member of the Com- 
mission writes to his colleagues, from the battle-field of Ma- 
nassas, Va., Sept. 7th : 

“ Everything we brought came-into play. From Saturday to 
Wednes(lW nearly two thousand of our wounded lay on the 
battle-field without food or water. Even the snrgons were 
starving. One told me that he was glad to pick up a piece of 
cracker he found lying in the mud, and to eat it. The snfiFer- 
ings of the wounded during this interval were alleviated by a 
heavy thunder-shower, whi A gave their lips the only water they 
tasted. Some of them were taken to farm-houses, some received 
food from the country people, but many, very many, died of 
starvation and exposure.” * * * * » 

* * * * <t ^ great battle may bo soon expected. Urge 
our loyal people at the North, to send sm>plies to the Cooper 
Institute tl(5pot in New York, and to the rhiladelphia dep6t, as 
fast as possible. Buy as liberally as tlie state of the treasury 
will permit. You cannot accumulate too la^ a stock of cloth- 
ing, and of hospital supplies of every sort. I should almost ad- 
vise you to run in debt, if necessary, for I am confident the liberal 
and patriotic people of New York, Philadelphia, and Boston 
will carry us through.” 

The foregoing brief summary of the Commission’s first year’s 
experience in efforts to furnish supplementary aid for the succor 
of the wounded in battle, presents an outh'ne of the origin and 
progress of this important branch of Relief. The duty and ne- 
cessity of attempting such voluntary aid were apparent, but the 
possibility of rendering it in a manner that would be entirely 
acceptable and successful, was a problem which the Commis- 
sion’s agents must solve, and fortunately that problem was satis- 
factorily solved, and the largest resources of succor which tho 
Commission could then command were acceptably applied for the 
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relief of wounded men, daring the eventful spring and summer 
of 1862. The decisive work that followed the march of Poto- 
mac army into Northern Maiyland, and the battle scenes that 
at the same period demanded like promptitude in the work of 
succor for the wounded in the Western army,* fully confirmed 
Ae enlarged and more energetic method of Battle-field Relief 
which the Commission had then adopted, and which, by the rich 
gifts from the Pacific coast, wei:e rendered immediately and per- 
manently successful. 

From this point in the history of the Sanitary Commission we 
shall trace the records of Battle-field Relief in connection with 
the current narrative of each campaign of the respective armies. 
But before proceeding further, we must examine the other 
branches of work which are comprised in the Department of 
Relief, and which, previous to the opening of the campaigns of 
1863, were all working harmoniously and effectively. 

Ths Field Relief Corps and Regvlar Relief WorTc in 
Camps. — The highly gratifying results of the Commission’s 
shipments of “ sanitary stores,” with the inspectors and relief 
agents accompanying the respective expeditions of Generals 
Burnside and Butler, and the incessant requirement for such 
supplementary aid during the Peninsula campaign, and in all 
the lines of the Western army, served to demonstrate the im- 
portance and the practicability of organizing the present system 
of a Field Relief Corps and flying depots of supply in the 
several corps darmee. We have already quoted the allusion 
which was made to this subject by the member of the Commission 
who successfully attempted the first organization of this nature 
when our forces were hurrying towards the Antietam. In subse- 
quent pages of this narrative, some of the good results of this 


* Sm page* 41 and 42. 
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admirable method of instant aid in moving columns and distant 
encampments of the armies will appear ; but the reader will 
obtain a sufficiently distinct idea of the nature and practical 
operations of this system from the following account given by 
Dr. L. H. Steiner, chief inspector, concerning field relief work 
in the army of the Potomac : 

tt****** * 

“ July 17, * * * an effort was made to organize the 
corps immediately. The army was then resting at or near 
Berlin, Maryland, and it was thought that our corps could be 
put in such form as to move with it on its entrance into Vir- 
ginia. * * * * » After considerable trouble, we suc- 
ceeded in starting off from Boonsboro’ on Sunday, July 18th, 
four wagons under charge of as many relief agents. * * * 
In each of six corps of the army, we have a substantial army 
wagon, which is kept filled with an assortment of such supplies 
as are likely to be needed by the sick or wounded in the neld. 
This wagon is in charge of a relief agent, who has his tent, and 
lives in tne corps to which he is attached. For convenience, his 
headquarters and stores are usually with the Ambulance Corps. 
The agent makes himself acquainted with the wants of the 
different division, brigade and regimental hospitals, and en- 
deavors to supply their wants from the contents of his wagon. 
He becomes one of the family, and makes common cause with its 
interests. It was believed, that, in this way, an agent would 
become more interested in his work. Sharing the toils and the 
perils, to a certain extent also, of his corps, he would find him- 
self thoroughly identified with it. Thus there would be super- 
added to his general desire to aid the army at large, the anxious 
feeling to aid those who had become his friends through a com- 
munity of feelings and daily intercouse. This idea has been 
fully sustained by the results of nearly two months active oper- 
ations. * * * From the very inception of this work, it has 
asked only the privilege of working along with the medical 
officers, supplementing their work and bringing such succor to 
the needy of our great army as a liberal public is desirous 
should be extended.” 


Previous to the adoption of this very complete system of 
Field Belief, the methods adopted for the same object had 
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-worked well, but at timee lacked that promptitude in apph’cation 
of the means of succor which this system so effectually insures. , 
The regulations concerning the disbursement of snpplies, and 
the maintenance of temporary or camp depots of “sanitary 
stores,” have continued essentially the same since the first 
autumn of the war, viz., that a d6p6t of such supplies be pro- 
vided in the vicinity of each grand division of the army, and 
tiiat issues be made upon requisition and receipt of medical 
officers of the forces, or upon orders from the sanitary inspectors. 
Before the Commission enjoyed the advantages of independent, 
transportation for its “ sanitary stores,” the temporary or field 
depots could not always be kept up closely to the forces, yet they 
have vastly diminished the amount of physical sufferings in the 
regimental and corps hospitals, and afforded much needed suc- 
cor to tens of thousands whose lives might otherwise have been 
sacrificed to the stem necessities of the camp hospitals. Incal- 
culable good was thus accomplished in tlie armies of the Cumber- 
land and the Mississippi, as well as in those of the East, during 
the first two years of the war. The present system is simply 
more prompt and effective in consequence of its independent 
means of transportation, its more complete organization, and 
the assignment of a specially trained corps of laymen to the 
work of Field Relief. 

It is not practicable in every army and under all circum- 
stances for the Sanitary Commission to keep up an independent 
transportation train, as, for example, in the passage of Rose- 
crans’ army over the Cumberland mountains into Georgia, but 
wherever it is practicable the Commission has an independent 
Wagon-train, or a special detail of army wagons from the Qnai^ 
termaster, moving the “sanitary stores” with the advancing 
columns of the forces ; and, for sending forward supplies to the 
temporary or branch depots near the field, the Quartermaster 
f^d Medical Directors have usually extended to the Commie- 
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aion all the facilities in their power. Bat, as far as possible, 
the Field Relief train, or have their own wagons 

and horses, and receive forage, etc., from the Quartermasters 
when with the other army trams. The nature and amount of dis- 
bursements from these “flying depoti' may be estimated from 
the following schedule, which we copy from the report of Dr. 
Steiner, Chief Sanitary Inspector g(t the army of the Potomac. 
Reporting the work of his Field Relief Corps from the time it 
began to move southward with Meade’s forces from Boonsboro’, 
July 17th, 1863, until the beginning of January, 1864, that In- 
spector states, that — 

“ In addition to the four wagon loads of stores first sent forth 
— of which no account was made — the following articles have 
been issued through its agents up to the date of mis report : 


Extract of Beef 2,792 cans. 

Condensed Milk 4,400 “ 

Com Starch, &c., <&c 4,533 ponnds. 

Soft Crackers 89| barrels. 

Pickles 436 gallons. 

Jellies BlOiars. 

Dried Fruit 21 barrels. 

Tea 223 pounds. 

Chocolate 1,012 “ 

Sugar 1,074 “ 

Chloroform 81 “ 

Tamarinds 110 gallons: 

Tomatoes 156 cans. 

. Brandy, Rum, and Whiskey 1,936 bottles. 

Foreign and Domestic Wine 1,271 “ 

Jamaica Ginger 840 “ 

Shirts, wool and cotton 6,301 

Drawers, “ 5,513 

Socks, ' “ 4,739 

Bed-ticks 1,522 

Blankets and Quilts 2,310 

Pillow Cases 1,712 

Handkerchiefr 1,414 

Tin Cups 1,204 

Towels..,, 3,547 

Slippers:: 843 
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Pillows.... 

Sheets 

Work Bags 
Tobacco.. . 
Buckets.. .. 


992 

1,017 

200 

735 pounds. 
20 


Sfecul Bklief. 

• 

We have already noticed that the branch of Special Relief 
naturally grew out of the Commission’s stem of “ Supplementary 
Supply,” and we will now refer to the theory and methods of 
this branch of Relief, as conceived and put into operation during 
the first months of the war. The following statements were 
made concerning the first steps and the first fhiits of this work, 
early in the auhimn of 1861 : 

“ The main purpose had in view in this agency has been to 
lessen the har^hips to which the ignorance of the sick volun- 
teers and their officers of the forms and methods of government 
make them subject while in the city of Washington, and to pro- 
vide for certain wants of tlie volunteers, when detatched from 
their regiments, for which the government arrangements had 
been inadequate, and which the regular inspectors of the Com- 
mission, in their visits to camps and hospitals, could not at- 
tend to. , . 

“ Practically, the chief duty has been — ^ . 

“First. To supply to tlie sick men of the regiments arriving 
here such medicines, food, and care as it was impossible for them 
to receive, in the midst of the confusion, and with the lack of 
facilities, from tlieir own officers. 

“ Second. To furnish suitable food, lodging, care, and as- 
sistance to men discharged from tlie genertu hospitals, or from 
their regiments, but who are often delayed for a number of days 
in the city before they obtain tlieir papers and pay. 

“ Thirdl. To give assistance and information, and secure trans- 
portation to men who arrive at the station house in small num- 
bers, and want to find and oin the r regiments. Some of these 
are men accidently left behind ; some are men who have been 
detained by order for a few days at hospitals in Philadelphia or 
Baltimore.” 

k #....* » 
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“ When we found men at the reception bnildings in need of 
medical treatment, hut not eick enough to be sent to the general 
hospital, we called in a physician, unless their own surgeon 
could be obtained.” 

* * ** » « « * « 

“We fortunately obtained part of a house near the station on 
Capitol Hill, (the second house from the railroad, on the street 
running from the rear of the station to the Capitol,) and on Sat- 
urday night it was furnished with beds and all conveniences for the 
accommodation of thirty or foriy men ; and that night there 
were twenty-one invalid soldiers resting there.” * » * * 

“ The largest number in the house at any one time has been 
91, the smallest number 13. On many nights in succession the 
number has exceeded 50.” 


Thus wrote the “ Special Helief Agent,” Rev. F. N. Knapp 
the presiding genius of the Commission’s “ Special Relief” De- 
partment, at the end of the second month’s experiment in this 
work. He had then given relief and the comforts of the 
“Home,” on North Capitol street, to 1,800 of the way-side sick 
and needy volunteers about Washington, and, during that 
period, had determined upon the proper methods of administering 
suen aid. Immediately this branch of Relief service was extended 
to other central points of military rendezvous, and to other 
sources of distress among invalid or needy soldiers when separ 
rated from their regiments.* This expansion of Relief work 


* In Mr. Knnpp’i last Raport of the Special Relief eerTice, be etatee tbat the 
following additional methode have been in operation daring the year : 

“ To eommnoicate with dUtant regimrata in behalf of diacharged men whoea 
certificate of diaabiiity or deaeriptire liata on which to draw their pay prove to be 
defectiTe— the invalid aoldiere meantime Mng eared for, and not expmed to the 
fatigna and riak of going in peraon to their regimenta to have their papera cor- 
rected. , 

" To act at the unpaid agent or attorney of diacharged aoldiere who are too feeble 
er too utterly diaabled to preaent their own claim at the peymaater'a office. 

** To look into the condition of diacharged men who atauma to be without meana 
to pay the ezpenae of going to their homee ; and to fumiab the neceaaary meana 
where we find the man it true and the need real. 

“ To aecora to diaabled toldiert railroad Ucketa at reduced ratee, ahd, through 
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and all its varied and hnmane interpositions in behalf of the in- 
valid soldier, at all those times and places in which his wants 
and anxieties are greatest and the Government’s care most dis- 
tant and inapplicable, has proved to be a scheme full of blessing 
to the thousands of needy men who receive its benefits ; and as 
all its methods and appliances are so managed as to render 'Ihis 
service most acceptable to the public authorities, as well as to ^ 
the persons relieved, there is no doubt that this admirably effi- 
cient and humane branch of the Commission’s Belief Depart- 
ment will continue in full operation, until permanent peace shall 
have scattered our armies to their homes and emptied the vast 
hospitals that have marked the pathway of the war. 

This branch of the relief service is not a philanthropic inter- 
ferance at the expense of the Army Begulations and military 
discipline, for it is itself as systematic and regular as the regula- 
tions themselves, and it manifestly serves the invalid soldier and 
the National Government with equal faithfulness. Says Mr. 
Knapp, in his recent report : 

* * * * “ The authority and importance 

of military discipline are not set aside or lost sight of; on the 
contrary, tliey are always rigidly insisted upon. In this work 
the Sanitary Commission, as the representatives of the people 
at home, seeks to do precisely what it believes would gladly be 


an ivtnt at ihe nilroacl itatioo, a«e (bat tbe«« men are not robbed or impoied upon 
by ebarpera 

" To ece that alt men vbo are diaebarged and paid off do at once leave (be city 
for their bomea; or, in caaea where they bare been induced by evil companions to 
remain behind, to endeavor to rescue them, and see them started with tbrough- 
tiofcets to their own towns. 

“ To make reasonably clean and oomfortable before (hey leave tbs city, at»d> 
dischaised men as are deficient in cleanliness and clotbea 

“ To be prepared to meet at once, with food or other aid, such immediate neces- 
sities as arise when sick men arrive jo the city in large numbers from batUo fislda 
or distant hospitals. 

“ To keep a watchful eye npon all soldiers who are out of hospitals, yet not in 
service ; and give information to the proper antborities of such soldiers as seem 
endeavoring to avoid duty or to desert from the ranks.” — DoctaneiU 77 ; ftflk Jit- 
port coneerning Aid and Comfort givtn 6y tht Sanitary Comtniuion to Sitk and 

Xamalid BaUitrtr 
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done — were it right or possible to enter into th's kind of work — 
by the Military and Medical authorities themselves, under the 
administration which the people all so cordially desire to sup- 
port.” 

The practical interest which the people have in the details of ' 
this branch of relief for the soldier, when he is most friendless, 
most sorrowfril, and needy, warrant our presenting a more par- 
ticular notice of this woric. Ihe details are fortunately before 
us in recent reports from the two Associate Secretaries, Rev. F. 
N. Elnapp at Washington, and Dr. J. S. Itewberry, at Louis- 
ville. First, — in Wasliington and its vicinity the Commission 
now has the following provisions for its local relief service ; 

The “Home” and its temporary hospital, on North Capitol 
street, have 320 beds, and all needed appliances for the care and 
comfort of the persons received there — nearly 1,000 sick men, 
many in a dying condition, were received in the “ Home hospi- 
tal ” during the past year, and the total “ number of different 
individuals received there from December 15th, 1802, to Oc- 


tober 1st, 1863 |L 7,187 

Number of nights’ lodging furnished 26,523 

Number of meals furnished 65,621” 


“ Almost all the men received here have been men discharged 
from the service on account of disability, wounds, or continued 
sickness. Of these, one-half at least were delayed in the city 
on account of imperfections in some of their discharge papers, 
the final statements, on which to draw their pay, requiring 
often a number of days for tlieir correction.” ^ 

“ Next in order after the ‘ Home’ is Lodge No. 2, in ‘ 17th ’ 
street: Number of nights’ lodging given them from December 


15th to March 12di 1 ,550 

Number of meals 2,130 


“ Lodge No. 3, in ‘ F ’ Street. When this Lodge was built, 
the office for the payment of discharged soldiers was near by, 
in ‘ F ’ Street ; that office having been removed to ‘ II ’ Street, 
this Ix)dge has been closed ; (it now is used as the local store- 
house of the Commission, and furnishes excellent accommoda- 
tions.) 
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From December 15tb until it was closed, tbis Lodge 


fumislied nights’ lodging 8,760 

Meals 17,950 


“ Lodge No. 4, in ‘ H ’ Street. This is the new Lodge with 
large accommodations, immediately connected with the office of 
the Paymaster for discharged soldiers. It was opened about the 
Ist of February. 

Number of nights’ lodging furnished at Lodge No. 4, 


from February 1st to October 1st' 9,832 

Number of meals furnished 50,096 


“ Tliis relief station consists of six buildings. A dormatory 
of a hundred beds ; a dining-room, seating about one hundred, 
with a lai^ kitchen attached ; a storehouse ; quarters for the 
guard ; and a building containing the office of the Free Pension 
Agency, office of the Medical Examiner for pensions, and ticket 
office for the Railroad agent, selling through-tickets to soldiers 
at reduced rates of farer.” 

“ All disabled soldiers discharged directly from this Army of 
the Potomac or from the Hospitals in this vicinity come to the 
Paymaster’s office, which is within this same inclosure, to be 
paid off. GovemTnetU can tw longer hold itself directly responr 
sible for these men, and here is where we tale them vg>. * * 

“ The object of the whole thing at the. Lodge is th^, viz. ; So 
to supply to th^ischarged soldier close at liishand and without 
a cent of cost, an .that he needs — food, lodging, assistance in cor- 
recting his papers, aid in looking up his daism, help in obtain- 
ing his pension and his bounty.” * 4 * * 

“ Every man who comes to the paymaster with his discharge, 
at once receives a ticket insuring him care and a helping hand ; 
and by an arrangement with tne paymaster, whenever a man 
appears with defective papers, he is at once referred to the Re- 
lief Office for assistance or advice. The work at that office 
occupies three persons constantly, besides those who go with 
cases that have to be looked up personally at the hospitals or 
with the regimental officers in the neld, and cannot be arranged 
by correspondence.” 

“ At this office and Lodge No. 4, from January Ist to Oc- 
tober 1st, 1863, the number- of discharged soldiers whose ac- 
counts against tlie Government have been settled through our 
assistance, men who were too feeble to attend to settling their 
own accounts, or who were unable to obtain their pay, because 
of some charge against them on the pay-rolls, or some errors in 
tlieir papers, 2,130.” 

“ Imormation and directions have been given relative to set- 
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tling pay accounts, collecting arrears of pay, extra duty pay, com- 
mutation money to about 9,000 men.” 

“ The aggregate value of the 2,130 cases amounted to $130,^ 
159.01. ^is amount was collected and pasd to the soldiers 
through this oflSce.” 

* * * * * * 

“ Lodge No. 5, near 6th Street Wharf. This was a small 
building, but it nas rendered valuable service, giving food and 
shelter to sick or wounded men arriving on the boats from 
Aquia Creek, and furnishing food to be carried into such boats 
sls, loaded with wounded, had no adequate provision for feeding 
the men on board.” 

«»*»*«'»» 

“ There was one week, at the time of the breaking up of the 
Corps Hospitals near Anuia Creek, when we gave coffee and 
food to over five thousand (5,000) men on board the boats which 
arrived at the wharf.” 

At the Lodge on Maryland Avenue (removed from 6th Street . 
Wharf), near Alexandria and Washington K. R. station. 


The whole number of nights’ lodging furnished at this 

building from January Ist to October 1st, 1803. .. , 1,620 

Meals 14,590 

“ Closely connected with the work at the Relief Station in 
Maryland Avenue, is the Lodge at Alexandria, located within 
the stockade, near the railway track and junction, where all 
the cars to and from the Army stop. * * * * 

This Relief Station is now the ‘ Gateway of the Army of the 
Potomac,’ and whenever a -train of sick or wounded is coming 
in, a telegram is sent in advance from the front, and when the 
train arrives at this point food is ready for them and distributed 
among them whije the train is waiting.” i 

Besides these various lodges, &c., the Commission has estab- 
lished a “ Nurses’ Home ” for the temporary relief of nurses ar- 
riving in Washington or returning worn down from service. It 
also affords dally relief and advice to mothers, wives, and sisters 
of sick soldiers, when worthily in need of shelter and friendly 
aid. Then there are special offices connected with the Back 
Pay and Pension relief agencies of the Commission, where, by 
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mucb painstaking and gratuitons labor of the relief agents of 
that branch of service, a vast amount of delay, suffering, waste, 
and want, are prevented. A detective agent of relief and ad- 
vice, constantly on duty, rescues wandering and ignorant con- 
valescents, discharged, and furloughed men, from harpies who lie 
in wait for them and their money ; and at Camp Convalescent, 
with its constant population of nearly 6,000, and an average 
of arrivals and departures of 2,000 men per week, another agent 
of “Special Relief” is ever illustrating “ what an amount of 
work can be done, relief afforded, influence exerted by one indi- 
vidual thoroughly in earnest, and with resources at hand.” At 
AimajK)liB and at Baltimore, the Commission has in operation 
similar and adequate methods of “special relief;” while at all 
the great points of military rendezvous in the immediate 
vicinity of our armies we find the same class of relief agencies 
in operation, as we shall presently have occasion to notice in 
the narrative of the Commission’s campaign work during the 
year 1863. 

Throughout the lines of onr Western armies, in the cities find at 
all points of rendezvous in the Border States, the Sanitary Com- 
mission has heartily united with the people in giving full effect 
to the same system of relief, so that the methods of such aid are 
now uniform and equally effective in all places. And it is one 
of the results of our great Federal struggle, and of the system of 
humane relief which the Sanitary Commission conducts, that the 
entire population of the West has become inspired with such 
universal desire to render its full share in the work,* that the 


* The reflex influence* and national napecta of this ferrent sympathy and earnest 
helping in all the households of lira West, is mentioned by Dr. KarriEaXT, tha 
Western Secretary, in the following pamgrapb, which we quote from hi* “Report 
of the Operalimii of the BaHitarg Comnietio* in the Valley of the Mieeieeippif 
dated September, I86S; 

“ Before learing this subject, I cannot refrain from expresalng to yon my convie- 
tian that one of the most important reaulta attained by the Sanitary Commiasioa is 
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tendency to individualism and to incoordinatcd efTorts, tliat 
supposed to be eliaracteristic of Western mind and Western ac- 
tivities, seems already to have become transmnted into a loving 
and golden bond of co-operative sympathy. Like the people of 
tlie sister States at the East, the warm hearts and busy hands 
of the West are giving outlet and effectiveness to their national 
and humane sympathies, through the national channels of the 
United States Sanitary Commission.* 

The aggregate statement of the particular branch of the relief 
service that we have described in connection with the Eastern 
field, is given as follows by Dr. Newberry, in the Western field : 

“ Soldier's Homes . — From the organization of these Institu- 
tions to September 1st, 1868, there have been admitted' into 


to be fauod in tbe home 6eld ; but one in all our reporta to tba preaent time en- 
tirely over-looked. I allude to ita influence in inapiring the people in every farm- 
houae and cottage, wherever a good grandmother la knitting a pair of aocka, or a 
child making a pin-cuahion, with a wider, deeper, higher, and purer patriotiam. I 
need not dwell upon thia topic, for I am convinced ita truth will be univeraally 
ncknowleilged. And yet it ia due that tliia truth be recognized and put on record. 
From all parta of the country we have the tealimony of our contribntora that they 
are driven by the apirit which pervadea their work to open and deaperate nntag- 
oniam with dialoyalty in every form ; and that unwittingly they are everywhere 
doing miaaionary work for the national caute. While our Government boa one 
great army in the field, of thoae who are pouring out their life-blood in ita defenae, 
the Sanitary Commiaaion baa, in the home field, another great army, composed of 
the mothers and siatera, wives and sweethearts of our brave soldiers, workin 
aeorcely less earnestly and efficiently for the same great end." 

* Though the State of Missouri might be considered aa an exception to this 
unity and co-ordination of working, — a Special Commission having been appointed, 
Sept. S, 1861, by General Fremont, for promoting tbe "health and comfort of the 
Volunteer troops in and near the city of St. Louis," and, the subsequent year, 
authorized to operate in any of ^e Western forces, — the nationality and complete- 
ness of tbs plana and methods of tbe United States Sanitary Commission are not 
tbe less universal and acceptable beeause of tbe labors of the local Commiaaion 
that was thus called into existence in Missouri. The good works and hearty 
co-operation of that independent agency at St. Louis, are testified iu all the hos- 
pitals of Missouri, and upon tbe hospital transports and the battle-fields of tbe 
Mississippi. It undoubtedly will ere long become wholly affiliated to the National 
Sanitary Commission, as ita methods (as a relief agency) are already tolerably 
in harnoony with those of the Relief branch of the Central Commiaaion. 
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81X of tho principal ones in the West, 167,090 soldiers. Tlie 
Home at Cincinnati has furnished food, rest, and other needed 
assistance to 42,673; that at Cleveland, to 11,704; that at 
Cairo, to 51,170 ; that at Louisville, to 50,325 ; that at Nash- 
ville, during five months, to 2,542 ; and the Lodge at Memphis, 
during two month.s, to 3,067 soldiers, who were not otherwise 
provided for. These figures do not include those passing in 
companies, regiments, and brigades, whose names are not entered 
on the books. The data are incomplete in most of the Homes 
during the earlier months of their existence, so that we can only 
give approximate numbers; but we can safely say that these In- 
stitutions have furnished, since their organization, over 500,000 
meals and over 250,000 lodgings, besides all the other services 
rendered in the eorrection ot pay and discharge papers ; procur- 
ing half-fare tickets on railroads ; collecting pay, and, above all, 
shielding them from swindlers of every name and degree.” * 


The Hospital Directory . — Before leaving the subject of Be- 
lief, the Hospital Dieectory must be mentioned as another of 
the much desired achievements that became practicable under 


* The Pretident of the Sanitary Commieiion has recently referred to this branch 
of the work, as follows : 

*'The next large expense is the support of twenty-five Soldier’s Hoinee, or 
Lodges, scattered over the whole field of war, from New Orleans to Washington^ 
including Vicksburg, Memphis, Cairo, Chattanooga, Nashville, Louisville, Wash* 
ingtou, <kc., die. In these Homes and Lodges hundred soldiers (dilTer* 

ent ones) d^Uy receive shelter, food, medical aid, protection, and care. Those sol- 
diers are such as are crowded, by the rigidity of the military system, out of tho 
regular channels; soldiers left behind, astray, who have not their military status, 
convalescents, discharged men not able to get their pay. Of theae, the average 
length of time they are on our hands is about three days. The priceless value 
of this supplementary systam, no tongue can telL The abandonment of it would 
create an amount of suffering which a multiplication of 2300 by 365 days in the 
year, will but serve to hint at. 

*' In connection with these homes, at tbe great military centres, New Orleans, 
liouisville, Washington, are bureaus, in aid of tho discharged soldier’s great neces- 
sities, growing out of his loss of papers in battle^ or during the bewilderment of 
sickness, or through the ignorance of bis superiors, or his own : 

“ 1. A Claim Agency, to secure his bounty. 

** 2. A Peneion Agency. 

*• 3. A Back pay Agency. 

" The mercy of these ministries, by which soldiers and their families, helplosa 
without this aid — the prey of sharpers, runners, and grog-shops — are put in speedy 
possession of their rignts, is inexpressible. Wc havo often $20,000 a day or back 
pay in our office at Washington alone, which might have been lost forever or de- 
layed until it was no longer needed by the smdier’s own family, without thie 
aystsm.”— iS^an. Cctn, BulUtin, Feb. lOr/i, 1864, 
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the assured support from California’s munificenee. Tliis special 
bureau of hospital records was established during the autumn 
of 1862, and it is designed to furnish recent and accurate in- 
formation concerning every patient in the military hospitals. It 
is a complete directory or biircau of information, daily revised 
and wholly in the interest of military patients and their friends. 
The extent and nature of this incidental but most gratefully ap- 
preciated branch of the Commission’s work, may best be esti- 
mated from the following brief extracts from its latest published 
reports, in the year 1863 : 

“ Tlic number of names recorded on the books of the Hospital 
Dircctoiy from June 9th to October 1st, have been as follows : 


“ At the Washington OflSce 64,635 

“ New York “ 18,771 

“ Philadelphia “ 12,213 

“ Louisville, from May 9, 96,433 


Total 192,052 

#****•*«* 


“ The total number of names on record is 513,437. 

“ The number of applications for information and the number 
of answers rendered, from tlie organization of Directory to Oc- 
tober 1, 1863, liave been as follows : 

“Washington Office,. .. .No. Inq. 6,712.... No. Ans. 4,524 
“New York “ .... “ 650.... “ 474 

“Philadelphia “ .... “ 547.... “ 348 

“Louisville “ .... “ 5,852..., “ 4,016 

Total No. Inq. 13,707. . ..Total Ans. 9,362 

The following cases illustrate the every day occurrences in tlio 
offices of the Hospital Directory : Inquiry is made at the Wash- 
ington Directory, for information respecting Private , Co. 

C, 64th Kegt., N. Y. Volunteers. The reply to the inquiry 

was as follows: “ , Co. C, 64th Eegiment, New York 

Volunteers, was admitted to U. S. General Hospital, Camp A, 
I’rederick, Md., Nov. 26th, 1862, transferred to Camden Street 
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Hospital, Baltimore, May 17, 1863, and again transferred to 
Fort Schuyler Hospital,- New York, April 24, 1863. On the 
17th July following, he was detached to the 1st Battalion In- 
valid Corps, and is now on duty at Jamaica, Long Island, New 
York." 

The Superintendent of the Directory at Louisville writes : 

“ Hardly a day passes when the expense of a useless journey 
is not saved to some inquirer, who learns from our records that 
the one sought for is not where he is expected to be found, but 
is either dead, returned to duty, or transferred to some other 
hospital nearer home, as it often happens, and near which tlie 
inquirer has passed on his journey liither. Not unfrequently 
the amount saved to the friends of the soldier has exceeded a 
hundred dollars a day, by means of the information and aid 
given at this office.” 

“ A father from Pennsylvania presents a letter from the sur- 
geon of a hospital in Nashville, saying that his son will he dis- 
charged, and sent to this city in care of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion, and reijuests the father to meet him here. He asks, 
‘Where is he (’ We have no note of his arrival. ‘He must 
still be in hospital at Nashville. But stay ; here is a report just 
in.’ The name is there, and died Aygust i), 1863, the very day 
the father received the letter, and set out to meet him. His 
eon had sent him word not to bring more money than necessary 
to pay his fare to Louisville, as he was paid off and had enough. 
What was to be done? We loaned Iiim his passage home; 
made out the necessary papers to get the effects of his son ; 
wrote to Nashville to Sanitary Commission agents, to forward 
thorn, and ho left for home that evening. 

“ An old man enters the office. He has traveled from North- 
ern Ohio to meet his son in this city ; he has been told to in- 
quire at the Sanitary Commission rooms for direction to the 
hospital which contains him. While the clerk turns to tho 
hooKs, he chats of his son and home, of tho different articles in 
his carpet-bag, put in by mother and sisters at home — each had 
scut some little comfort. He is all animation and hope, ns if at 
tho very door which is to admit him to the realization of all his 
hajipj’ anticipations. The record says — ‘ die<l ’ — that very moni- 
ing ! The register says, ‘ one inquiry, one answer.’ It does not 
speak of the careful preparatory suggestions that sympathy 
tenderly makes towards the anuounceineut of the saddening 
fact. It does not show that strong old man convulsed and 
weeping like a child. * * * * * 


Digitized by Google 



101 


He goes slowly and sadly away. One of the clerks accompanies 
him, who procures a burial-case for tho remains of his ‘ jwor 
boy,’ and assists him in all his preparations for his mournful 
journey home on the same day. Tho register says — ‘ one in- 
quiry, one answer.’ ” 


Mr. Bowne, the Chief of the Directory Bureau, closes his 
report for the year 1863, with the following tender allusions 
to the life-scenes in the work of the Directory OflSces ;* 


* Tho buttnoss ud methods of the Hospital Directory are described os followS| 
by a recent visitor at the Woshiogtoa office: 

Each State has a record in one or more of these books. The 69th New York 
Volunteers, for instance, we find by referring to the index, is on the ~th page. 
Like every other p ige. it has (he following printed headings, each having iU pro- 
per space, and being appropriately mled off: “Date of Admission/’ “Hospital,** 
“ Nam**,” “ Rank.” '* Company/' ** Died,’* “ Discharged,** “ Returned to Duty/* 
‘‘Furloughed,” “Deserted/* “Transferred” For instance: Patrick Smith is re- 
ceived at Lincoln Hospital, November 10, The report indicates his admission at 
that date; so under *^dato of admission,** U written “ November 10;'* under “ hos- 
pital” is written “Lincoln;” under “ name” is written “Smith, Patrick;” under 
** rank” is written “P”(for “ private”) and under “ company” is written “ F,** or 
whatever it may be. Perhaps, in a short time a morning report from Liucoln 
Ilonpital informs the clerks that Patrick has returned to duty, liisname is found, 
and under that beading the date is wri(ten-~say December 16; or, Patrick may 
have received a furlough to visit bis friends. Then, under “furloup;h” is written 
“ December 15” Thus it will be seen that the soldier who gets in the hospital, 
however rarely he may have written home, or however widely his letters may 
have miscarried, is almost certain to be easily traced out by any anxious friend, or 
relative, writing or applying to the Sanitary Commission, and answers are givea 
free of all charge. There are, however, exceptions to this easy method of finding 
the soldier. It sometimes happens that, from some peculior whim or other, the 
soldier does not furnish his proper name at the hospital. Others may bo deliri- 
ously ill when received, and unable to give a reliable name. Some of the Oer- 
mans, and, indeed Americans, have such peculiar sounding names, that they get 
sadly misspelled after two or three copyings, but the^ may be easily identified by 
the rank and company they were in, and by their “given” name. 

We think that many in the country would be greatly astonished at the peculi- 
arity of the names of some of our brave boys. The most remarkable one we ever 
saw was that of a Western soldier, who was bravely defending the old flag under 
the apnellation of “January Blackbird.” Tlie number of names now registered 
upon tna books at Washington alone, is about 2C>0,000 ! Tho graater portion of 
these have been returned to duty or honorably discharged. 

Tlie correspondence of the Directory is one of its most interesting features. When 
inquiries are r*'Ceived asking information of soldiers whose names are not on the 
books of the office, a letter is addressed, in nearly every instance, to the Surgeon 
of the soldier’s regiment, or to one of the branch offices at I^uisville or Philadel- 
phia. The method and detail with which this is done challenge our admiration, 
as indicating the care taken to secure the mos't certain information. For instance: 
a letter is received from Mrs. Jones, a lady in New York Oity, who has not heard 
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“ The benefit conferred by the Directory has not been merely 
to friends of the soldier, but also to the soldier himself, becoming, 
ae it has, a medium of communication for -wives and mothers 
searching for husbands and sons — a channel through which has 
flowed those messages of love, and cheer, and hope grateful to 
the fevered brain, soothing to the agony of wounds. 
******** 

“ In the nine thousand two hundred and three answers lies 
hidden a history which no luunan eye shall ever read. And the 
gratitude with whicli they are acknowledged is shown by the 
letters on file. Mothers Avrite of their ‘ und}-ing gi-atitudo ’ for 
the simple announcement that their bm-s are doing well in hos- 
pital ; others ‘ inA'oke the blessing of God upon the labors of the 
Commis-sion,’ and sisters ‘ will cherish the warmest gratitude 
while memory lasts.’ And then the eagerness with which in- 
quiries are made : ‘ By the love you bear your own mother tell 
me Avhere my boy is !’ ‘Only give me some tidings !’ ‘Is he 
dead, and how did he die ?’ ‘ Is he alive, and hoAV can I get 
to him V ‘ 1 i)ray you tell me of these tAvo nephcAvs I am seek- 
ing for. I have had fourteen nepheAvs in the service, and these 
two are the only ones left.’ 


from her son Samuel, a private in the 200tb New York Volunteers, Compaoj B, in 
five months. She feels an intense anxiety. She has heard of tlie Sanitary Com- 
mission, and writes, despondently, for information. The soldier's name does not 
appear on the books. Tug Chief Clerk writes to the Surgeon of the regiment. lo 
a book entitled "Applications,” he makes the following entrv : First, the date of 
application ; next, llie name of the srddier inquired tor, thus — Jones, Samuel, 200th 
liew York Volunteers, Company B; next, the number of the application, say 
2,400 ; next, the applicant, Mrs. Jaoo Jones, 2*74 street, New York ; uext» 
thus — Wrote Surgeon of regiment, such a date ; then, Mrs. Jones' letter of appli- 
cation is endorsed "2,400,” and carefully filed away. Then, the clerk takes a 
blank form, the printed and written matter of which will read substantially as 
follows: "Information is earnestlv desired regarding Samuel Jones, of the 200th 
Kew York Volunteers, Company When last heard from, he was with his re- 
giment at Mew Orleans, La., which was five months since. His mother has great 
anxiety about him. Please reply upon this sheet at your earliest convenience." 
The sheet is registered at the lop "2,400,” aud addressed to the Surgeon of the 
200th New York Volunteers. A stamj^d envclupe, addressed to the Hospital 
Directory, is enclosed. In the course ol a few weeks there arrives one day, among 
a number of letters, a sheet headed " 2,400.” It is the same the clerk sent to the 
Surgeon of the 200th. The Surgeon has written, "Samuel Jones, of Company K, 
200th New York Volunteers, of which regiment lam Surgeon in charge, was taken 
wck aliout four months since and seut to Barracks' Hospital. New Orleans, aud only 
last week returned to duty, and is now with his regiment. Not getting lettora 
from home, he lias neglected to write, but agrees to do so right away.” The clerk 
seeks out application No. 2,400, that was so carefully laid away, and puts with it 
iU duplicate number, the answer, and writes the welcome news to Mrs. Jane Jones. 
He then endorses the application as answered at such a date, turns to No. 2,400 in 
the ** Application Book,*’ and in a blank space, left for the purpose, writes the dato 
and abstract of bis reply to Mrs. Jones. When we say, in addition to this, that 
the letter to Mrs. Jones is written in copying ink, and afterwards copied into a 
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“ Of the many scenes witnessed in the bnreau, I can only men- 
tion a ftw without attempting a description. A mother has not 
heard anything of her son since the last battle ; she hopes he is 
safe, but would like to be assured — there is no escape — she must 
be told that he has fallen upon the ‘ federal altar an agony of 
tears bursts forth which seem as if it would never cease ; another 
less excitable, does not tire of telling ‘ how good a boy he was.’ 
‘ No mother ever had such a son as he,’ sobs a third. A father 
presents himself — a strong man and yet young in years, to receive 
the same announcement, and sinks with audible grief into a 
chair ; another, with pale face and tremulous voice, anxious to 
know, yet dreading to hear, is told that his boy is in the hospi- 
tal a short distance off ; he grasps the hand with both of his, 
while tears run down his cheeks, and without uttering another 
wdrd leaves the room. ‘ It is very hard, ray friend, ^was said 
to one mute with grief, ‘ but you are not alone.’ ‘ I know it, 
sir,’ was the prompt reply, ‘ but he was the (nd]i one I had.’ 

“ A woman of more than ordinary intelhgence and appear- 


book, the reader will eeo the vast amount of care and labor bestowed upon this 
important branch of tbs Hospital Directory. 

• «****»•••* 

It is true that sad news U received sometimes, which it is not pleasant to com* 
municaie directly to tbe anxious relatives; but we feel convioccu. from the mani- 
fest interest in this department, that sorrowful things would be as geotly imparted 
as possil>le, and with a sympathetic heart for the mourning mother, or brother, or 
sister, to whom the letter might be written. 

When the Surgeon writes with startling brevity: ** John, of whom you inquire, 
was killed at Chlckamauga, September 20, and afterwards buried on the field or, 
George, of whom you desire information, was severely wounded on the 2d July, 
at Gettysburg, and died on the 8th of that month in regimental hospital,'* it is very 
itd to re-write these facts to the widowed mother, or the only brother and sister, 
whose hope has been alive at all times, though only upheld by uncertainty. 

Rut there are other letters than these that are painful to write; for example, 
" Private Jacob — , of the — Ih Maine Volunteers, Company K, deserted from 
this regiment on the 10th of November, and has not since been heard from.’* The 
clerk tells us that he had rather write to such a man’s friends that he had died of 
the roost lingering and painful dise.ase than to send them mch a record. Another 
•ad case is such as this, and not uofrequently, we understand ; '* Henry • ■ " , ( f the 
~tb Iowa Volunteers, was last teen in the engagement of ■, and, as bis 

body was not found, is supposed to have been taken prisoner by tbe rebela” 

Rut we were glad to learn that whatever satisfaction there may be in allaying 
the anxieties and fears of friends with even the worst tidings — giving themgloumT 
certainties such as we have noted — it is much oftener the pleasing task of the clerk 
,to write such a letter as this: ** Tour son is well and on duty with his regiment, 

as late as two weeks since. A letter addressed , will be quite certain to 

reach him;’* or this; “It affords me pleasure to inform you that your brother, 
though severely wounded, as you had beard, at the battle of Chickamauga, it 
slowly recovering at 1 Itb Corps HospitaL** Ws saw some of the letters received, 
and were permitted to take a few notes.** 

• ••• •••«•• 

^Wathinglon Chronic/$ 
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ance, with almost breathlees voice, ‘ I want to find my husband ; 
I iiave not lieard from him for several montlis. I have written 
to the officers of his regiment, but do not get any reply ; can 
you tell me where he is V 

“ Will yon please to give me his name and number of hia 
regiment ‘ O, yes sir. ‘ You will find him at Lincoln Hos- 
pital ; the city cars pass near the building, and the conductor 
will point it out to you.’ A momentary shade of incredulity is 
percejJtible ; then turning her full deep eyes, swollen with emo- 
tion, she gives one look — a full reward for a month of labor — and 
in an instant is in the street. * * * * 

Thus the varied scene goes on. One inquirer leaves the room 
grateful, buoyant and happy, to be followed by another equally 
grateful, who will ‘ tread softly’ the remainder of his days, for 
Sie ‘ light of his dwelling has gone out.’ As each departs an- 
other figure is added to tlie list of ‘ inquiries and answers,’ and 
tlie seemingly monotonous work of the bureau is resumed.” 

Though this beneficial scheme for the organization of a special 
bureau of information and correspondence for the benefit of 
military patients and their home-friends, had been conceived 
and provisionally ordered previous to the battle of Antietam, 
tlie exhausted stock of the Commission’s treasui^' threatened to 
delay the execution of the thoughtful purjxise. But the good 
providence of California’s generous aid at once made the duty 
practicable and plain, and the ten thousand loyal homes that 
have already received through this bureau the anxiously sought 
tidisgs of their bravo ones in distant hospitals, justly regard this 
as the most loving and far-reaching branch of the Commission’s 
work of special Relief; it is an outgrowth ui>on the battle-field 
and hospital branch of the work, and without it the Commis- 
sion’s ministry to tlie sick and the dying would not be complete ; 
and to the reader who has noted the burden of necessities that 
was laid upon the Sanitary Commission during the summer and 
autumn of 18C2, the institution of the Hospital Directory at 
that dark period will afford fresh testimony to the truth that 
when duty and human necessities demand our labor, “i/ie Lord 
•will prooids." 
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Death and Burial Records . — The histoiy of tho Commis- 
sion’s work in tlie lino of aid and thoughtful sympathies for tho 
soldier in his relations to his home and fnends, would not be 
complete if we failed to mention the Memorial and Burial Re- 
cords of those who fall in tho service ; for the tens of thousands 
of brave men whose lives have been sacrificed in our national 
struggle do not die forgotten and unrecorded. A triplicate reg- 
istiy of the dying soldier’s name, military record, home-relations, 
wounds, or sickness, together with his dying requests, and the 
designation of liis place of burial, is ofiicially ordered and pro- 
vided by tho War Department for every soldier who dies in a 
military hospital, or in tho field, where his hotly can be recognized. 
Already tens of thousands of neatly inscribed Memorial Tablets 
at the soldiers’ graves, as directed in Order No. 75 [A. D. 1861] 
of the War Department, mark tho campaign lines and the ceme- 
teries of tho hospitals of tile army ; while in each hospital and 
at every cemetery office, as well as at the Adjutant-General’s 
office, and in the records of every military post, accurate me- 
morial records of the deceased soldiers are permanently pre- 
served.* 

This system of memorial records of the dead was prepared by 
a committe in the Sanitary Commission, immediately after the 
the first battles, and was promptly ordered by the Secretary of 


* Previouely to the introduction of thii metho<l of recording end preeerving mor- 
tuary inemoriale, the eoidier'e deatb^vcord coneieted aimply in the entry, " Died," 
in the Uoepital Uegietor, and upon the Military Boll*, and in a quarterly return at 
the same kind, with the report of “ cfTecU,” and “ final atatement of accouute of pay 
and clothing.” But the preient syatem requires not only tliat immediate report of 
the death aball be made, but that the following form of a Dealh.and-Burial Rtcord 
ehall be made out on the day of burial ; and, that in addition to the copy of luch 
record, which ia immediately forwarded to the Adjutant-Qeneral'e office in Wash 
ington, there aball be two other copiea of the aame record made, and preserved 
where they will be moat acceaaible by frienda of the deccaaed, viz., one, a per 
manent copy, in the hospital or kept by the surgeon ; and another to be put on file 
by the peraoa charged with the duty of the burial, either the Sexton or Quarter- 
master. [Copf! Na 1, it ktpt tn tht hoipiial ; topp Bo. 2, pear immadiafWy to 
Wothingto* ; copy Bo. 8. ia ktpt on Jilt by aazton or puartormoator.] 
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War and provided for by the Medical and Quartermaster’s De- 
partments. And whoever will visit the “ Soldiers’ Cemeteries ” 
in the vicinity of Washington, Baltimore, Louisville, or St. 
Louis, or inspect the neatly-kept Eecords of Deaths and Burials 
in the military hospitals, and at the offices where the duplicates 


[Abstract of the forwt «f the Deatb-and-Barial Records.] 


No. 1. 

« RECORD OF DEATH AND INTERMENT. 



Name and number of pereoo interred 









Conjugal condition, (and if married 1 





\ 



References and remarks. 


.....188.... 



"E 

thti k 
“1 

)uplicatcs sent to the Adjutaot-General of the Doited States Army, and to 
extoo of the Cemetery. 




Attached to an oiDcial Dotificatioo which the Surgeon sends to the Quarter* 
master requesting the interment of the corpse, there goes a certified copy — 
copy)— of the foregoing permanent record from the Hospital Book of Burials, with 
the following order appended, which the Quartermaster forwards to the Sexton^ oV 
person having charge of tho bnrial : 

“To 

The Sexton of.,, 

You will receive, and immediately inter, Ih^ remains of the person above 
described, and preserve this record, and also attend to the setting of the head* 
board at the grave, as provided by the Government and ordered by the Secretary 
of War." 

Quarttrmaetor" 

[“ Burial from the Hospital.] 

“ This erdvr for th4 borlal Is to remain aUacbed to the Sexton’s copy of Record as part of the Record.** 
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of such records are kept on file, will see what practical ends are 
being served by this system. 

Hospital Cars or liailway Arnhvlancas . — It is one of the 
peculiarities of the present war that the principal military move- 
ments and the great strategical points are upon the lines of rail- 
roads and the navigable waters. Upon the latter, we have seen 


ThesQ new reguUlioos for prescrtiog the death-and-bnrial records of soldiers, 
provide, in the words of the order of the Secretary of War, that these records ** shall 
always be accessible to the friends of the deceased, and all are to be kept alpha* 
helically indexed, for reference, and each grave have its number, in the order of 
interments, distinctly indicated upon a poet or plank of cedar, or some other endur- 
ing wooiL The name of deceased, the date of death, and his company or regi- 
mental corps initials, to be engraved upon the said post or plank. This may bo 
effected with an iron letter brand or stamp. These posts or headboards, and the 
lettering of the name, <ka, will bo provided by the Quartermaster of the Depart- 
ment or Military Post where the hospital is located, or where the death occurs.'* 

“ It is the duly of the senior Surgeon for the Hospital or the Military Company 
in wliich a soldier dies, immtdxattly after the doath, to cause the copies of Record 
—1, 2, and ‘4 — to be accnrstely made out, nnd to forward copy No. » to the Quar- 
nioster, or, in the absence of a Quartermaster, to the Commanding Officer of the 
Division or Company in which the death has occurred. 

Copy No. 2 shall be forwarded, without delay, to the Adjutanl-Oeneral at 
Washington, by the Surgeon, or by such other officer as the Commander may des- 
ignate Generally, except in the District of Columbia, it will be the Surgeon's 
duty to forward copy No. 2 to the local Adjutant or Commanding Officer, who, 
after noting the contents, will place his sigrioture upon the face of tho Surgeon's 
Botidcation atUebed, and immediately forward it to the Adjntant-Oonsral. 

** Whenever a Military Hospital is finally broken up or vacated, the hospital 
records are all to be transmitted to the Surgcon-Oeneral's Office at Washiogtoo; 
and they must ever be open to the inspection of the friends of the deceased. 

1'he sexton is directiAl to preserve the records and the orders sent t4) him by 
the Quartermaster. IJo must also bo required to attend to the planting of the 
headboard furnished by the Quartermaster for the grave of the deceased. 

** In all cemeteries in which deceased soldiers are interred, the burials, if practic- 
able, aro to be made in regular series, occupying a separate plot of ground ; but if 
otherwise and promiscuously interreiL the nom^r and description of the locality 
of the grave should be carefully recorded by the sexton.** 

** I he sexton is required to notify the physician of the hospital of the number 
anti locality of the grave before be takes the corpse.” 

** In the caso of a military burial at an encampment, or upon a march, without 
the aid of a sexton, it shall be the duty of the Commanding Officer of the militarr 
corps to which the decoased belonged to cause bis remains to be properly interred, 
and to provide suitable means for marking tho grave and erecting a headboard 
with the proper ioscrtpiiun or stamped record. And, in the absence of a sexton, 
it shall bo Uie duty of the Adjutant or the Commander of the said military corpe 
to preserve the sexton's copy of record ; and it will also be the duty of the Surgeon 
to said corps to preserve the Hospital copy of said record with the same care, and 
subject to the same conditions, araimilar records in General or Post HospiUla,” 


Digitized by Google 



108 


what a system of Hospital transports was instituted at an early 
period of the war. But the positions of our forces and the exi- 
gencies of the service have been such as to require that a vastly 
greater number of sick and wounded soldiers should be removed 
northward by railways than by steamboats. The painful jar and 
jolting which the patients suffered in the railway transportation 
attracted the attention of members of the Commission, who 
witnessed the removal of sick and wounded from various fields. 
During the campaigns of 1862, the importance of improving the 
methods of hospital tran.sportation upon railroads became ap- 
parent, and a member of the Commission, at Fair Oaks, soon 
after the battle there, and “ while untnessing the intense agony of 
these poor fellows, he thought the difficulty might be obviated 
by mechanical means. Directly and upon the spot he sketched 
the model of a car, in the contrivance of which the problem 
was satisfactory solved.”* 

The importance of having the business of hospital transporta- 
tion rendered more humane and safe, by means of careful surgi- 
cal attendance and all necessary appliances for physical comfort, 
was admitted by all, and the Sanitary Commission has been 
enabled to contribute very largely to the attainments ot this ob- 
ject. Upon the various railroads communicating with the lines 
of our armies and hospitals, there are now twelve or more hospi- 
tal-cars in daily use, all of which are fitted up with special re- 
ference to the comfort and safety of the patients.f Each of these 


* See the illastralioD of ilospital-care ia Harp€r'% Weekly, Feb. 27tb, 1864. 

f In one of Dr. Newberry's reports from the Western Department, it is stated, 
that — 

** To proride for the comfort of the inmates of hospitals in the interior of Ken* 
tucky ami Tennessee, destined to be reiiiored by rati to Louisville, a train of iiospi* 
tal cars baa been fitted up. and is now runninf^, under the superriHion of ni^ents of 
the Commission. These cars are prorided witli comfortable bt^tls. with food, 
stimulants, medicines, etc., and are m charge of kind and faithful m^n. One hun* 
dred sick are daily transported in them with as little dau(^er and suffering as 
though they remaioe<l in nospltal.” 

** EeporU hare beea mads of the ralae of the serrice re&dered by the Hospital 
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railway ambulances, as they are properly called, are furnished 
with the comforts and appliances of a good hospital, and the 
beds are so adjusted as to give entire security and case by means 
of stouf India-rubber tugs, etc. ; there issjwcial veutilation, care- 
ful shading of the light, speaking tubes to convey orders from 
the surgeon to the nurses, and every arrangement has been made 
for the comfortable |>osture and support of the patients and their 
wounded parts, in bed or in invalid chairs ; while well-packed 
stores of wann clothing, ample supplies of concentrated food, 
coffee, tea and medicines, together with an ingenious culinary 
aj)paratu8, facilities for the storage and use of water, — in short, 
the provision of all the apparatus and comforts of a well ap- 
pointed hospital, — are conveniently arranged and always at 
baud. 

klost of these ambulances are specially adopted for running 
upon long routes and upon different guages of track. The rail- 
way companies and the government have generously seconded 
the Commission’s wishes in the assignment of special cars for such 
improved transportation of the severely wounded and sick, and 
already the number of such patients thus transported over long 
routes far exceeds the total number that were transported by 
the Commission's llosjnt-al Transports from the Peninsula. At 
the East, the Medical Department has now provided for all the 


Car§ on flie CliatUnooga an<] Lonisville and NnAhTHle Hailroadfl. Time has onlj 
served to increnfte our estimate of Ibeir importance^ and as the army has advanced 
farther and fartlter from its base of suj)plies, they have been made more and more 
u.scful, until they are I'ccogoized as an iuaispensable in8titutioo.**~iS(mt^ary 
Rtpertrr^ 

Says the Medical Director at Nashville: 

**The rapid trans{K»rtntion, the care exercised over the patients in their traosil, 
and the entnpetent attendants that accompany each train, have, I am convinced, 
been tlie meansof saving many lives. 

1 was forced to use steamboat transportation for many wounded immediately 
after the battle of Stone River; but the length of the voyage, and the oecessai*y 
ex|> 08 ure to the weather, ^c., compelled me to a^kyottr co-operation in order that 
the im*n might be transported by railroad. I personally, as well as the sick and 
wounded soldiers, am under many obligations to the Sanitary CommisMon. but, in 
my opimoo, the * sanitary train * does more than anything eUo for the cotnfort of 
the sick.” (See LetUr oj J)r» 'piurtlon. Medical Director, in the Sanitary Reporter, 
Vol. 1, No, 1.) 
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expenses and attendance of the ambulance cars, except the 
Stewards’ ; but at tlie West, the Commission has until recently 
had the whole responsibility of this important sendee.* 


* Ob. BARMitf, (be faithful Surgeon who has long been engaged in ibis railway 
ambulance transportation serTtce, thus mentions some of tbo facts connected with 
the Hospital Train at the West: 

** At present, there are in use nine hospital cars^seTen on the Chattanooga road, 
under the charge of Dr. Myers, Surgeon U. S. V., and two, under my own immodb 
ate supervision, on the Louisville Road. 

“The train on the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad, consists of one passen- 
ger, one mail, three box, and three hospital cars. The passenger coach is kepi 
scrupulously neat, for the accommodallon of patients alone, and by a special 
arrangement of seats, can be changed in a few niomcnts to a bed-car, if necessary, 
which, however, cannot often occur, as every loadof sick will contain some who 
would prefer to sit.” 

** 'I'he new hospital cars seem to meet the demand exactly, combining all possi- 
ble freedom of motion, the least jar, good ventilation, a comfortable degree of 
warmth, and expedition in loading aud unloading.” 

** These are built on the same plans as those used between Washington and New 
York, with such modi6cations as the tunnel and tbo difference in the width of track 
rendered necessary. Ibe draw-bar which connects the cars together, is surronnded 
by a stiff spiral spring, which prevents any sudden jerk. Double springs are 
under the trucks, and, in addition, the elliptic spring bar on the side to guard against 
lateral motion. Each car contains twenty-four stretchers, hung by stout rubber 
bands between two uprights. The stretchers are supplied with hair pillows, and 
comforts, which can be easily renovated. They can be removed from the car, re- 
ceive the patients, be re-placed, and again bear them to the hospitals when the 
journey is completed. The rubber bands prevent all shock and jolting, and com- 
municate a gentle motion, which usually lulls tbo patient to sleep.” 

The stretchers can be removed from the car without disturbing the occupant. 
There are also seats for (base who wish to sit up, and a sofa for the Surgeon or 
attendant, beneath which is a wardrobe and drawers for books, newspapers. <fec. 
Opposite theeofa, is a kitchen only six feet by three, yet it contains water-tank, 
wash-basin, sink for washing dishes, cupho.arps for stores and dishes, and two 
large lamps heating copper-boilers, by which soup, coffee, tea, Ac., may be quickly 
and nicely prepared. 

**The ' bumper* is surrounded by a stiff spring, which prevents the communica- 
tion of the jar when the motion is suddenly stopped or applied. The whole in- 
terior is fitted un in a style superior to any cars in use in the Northwest. 

“ Articles of clothing are kept constantly on the trnin*to be given to those need- 
ing them, and sanitary stores of every character arc liberally supplied. 

Patients speak in the highest terms, aocLwith the deepest fceltug, of tbo kindoest 
and efficiency of Dr. Myers. 

** Trips are made tri-weekly from Bridgeport for hospital patients. Large num- 
bers of discharged and furloughed soldiers are carried, but many more of the 
latter cimie by passenger and care. 

” On the Louisville Hoad, the accommodations are much the same as those just 
mentioned.” 

”Thc food prepared is of good quality ; and besides Government rations, many 
delicacies — such as are comprised iu tbo stores of the Commission — arc issued in 
any amount required. 

** Since my connection with the Hospital Train, I have removed 20,472 
patients, with tholossof only one man, who was removed contrary to the wish of 
Lis Surgeon, aud my own judgment, at his earnoit desire to * die at home.*” 
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Progress in Sanitary Work : Warfare against Scurvy . — The 
methods of the Commission's branches of labor, as described in 
preceding pages, have manifestly answered their design, and 
have worked more and more effeetively as the war goes on ; and 
as we follow the Commission’s operations through tlie last sum- < 

mer and autumn, it will be observed that the ever augmenting 
and ever varying necessities of our campaigns have been wisely 
anticipated and promptly mot, so far ^ sanitary wants could be 
anticipated and met by any powers and means wliich the Sani- 
tary Commission has possessed. 

Following up its special inspections of the military hospitals, 
from the Atlantic to the Mississippi, and urging such improve- 
ments as were found wanting, the Commission closed that work 
early in the summer, assured that the Medical Department was 
nobly endeavoring to perfect its service and pro\nsion for the 
sick and wounded of the army ; and that the department of the 
Quartermaster-General was generously cariying into effect the 
improved plans of the Surgeon-General for the better constnic- 
tion and ventilation of military hospitals. Throughout the lines 
of our armies in the Southwest, the Hospital Inspectors and 
Surgeons bore testimony to the signal value of the fresh vege- 
tables and fruits which the AVestem Secretary and agents of the 
Sanitary Commission, with commendable foresight of perils 
impending, had steadily supplied to those armies, both in camp 
and in hospital, and by means of which the demon of scurvy 
had been hunted from our annies.* And this service still cou- 


* TIio followinj; extracts from official Reports will aenre to illustrate the nature 
of demands for fresh Tefretables and other anti-scorbutics, as well as the hygienic 
importance of the efforte put forth by the Cjmmissiou to meet such demands, until 
the regular Commissariat could interpose with adeqnate supplies. 

Early in spriug, Lt.-Col. Frank H. Uamilton, a distinguished Medical Inspector, 
U. S. Army, reported as fellows to the Merlical Bureau, from the army in Ten- 
nessee : 

• • • » • • • • 

" We find, in the absence of Testable diet, a cause for a great part of the mor- 
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tinnes, and although it may appear to he Bimply a gratuitous sup- 
plementing of the army Commissariat, it actually is cquallj' a 'work 
of inquiry and advice, and of supplementary supply and relief. 
It is one of the special duties of the Sanitary Inspectors to report 
and guard against the outbreak of preventable diseases, and, in 
council with medical ofticere, to provide the needed prophylac- 
tics, and the Commission thus undertakes to furnish large sup- 
plies of sueh antiscorbutics ns onions, potatoes, and fruits, while 
the Commissariat is considering and breaking through the diffi- 
culties that are found in the way of supplying such sanitary sub- 
eistance in its own regular channels. In doing this important 
work the agents of this Commission have sometimes not only 


tality of our troops, both after the receipt of trouods ond from disease. Indirectly 
It mny account f<«r suppuration, gangrene. p 3 'fcmia. erj'sipelas, diarrhoea, djrentery, 
feoer. rheumatism, etc., and ve fully believe that one barrel of potatoes per annum 
is to the Onvernment equal to one man. I have omitted to state that in all of the 
regimentnl hoapitals. ns well as general hospitals, I found the Sanitary Commission 
bod already fumiabed them with the vegetablrs (hey had called for, and which 
were needed for the sick, so that in the hospitals none were dying from scurvy ; on 
the contrary, in every instance I found them rapidly recovering. 

I would respectfully suggest that for the season of the year when neither fresh 
potatoes nor onions can be furnished to our armies, they should be supplied with 
pickled onions and cabbage; also potatoes cut in slices and packed in molasses, as 
la the practice with sailors, the potatoes to be eaten raw.” 

In the ** Sanitary Reporter** we find the following: 

** Dr. Read, an Inspector for the Coromission, wrote from Nashville, April 18th 
as follows: 

“ ‘ Scurvy, to some extent, is appearing in moat of the regiments. If called upon 
to make long marches, many who now appear well will faint by the waj'. And, 
if wounded in battle, many wounds, which, in a healthy condition of the system, 
would be unattended with danger, would, to the present condition of many, prove 
fatal.’ 

*' ^Simultaneously with the receipt of the above by mail, the following was re* 
ceived by telegraph ; 

Nasoville, Txnx., April 14, 186S. 

** Da. J. S. Xkwbkrry: 

“Sir,— We earnestly indorse Dr. Reed’s letter, calling for vegetables, as one upoa 
which the health and efficiency of tlie Army at this moment dc]>aads. 

(Signed) “ FaAXK n. Hamilton, 

“Medical Inspector, U, 8. A. 

“ Alfred C. Post, M. D., 

. “ Moses Ocnn, M. D., 

** Hospital Inspectors, U. S. Sao. Com.* 
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swept the markets of such vegetables in tlie Western cities,* and 
rapidly puslied forward the needed anti-scorbutics to the distant 
lines of the army, but it has repeatedly been necessary for the 
Commission to appeal directly to the fanners to contribute these 
indispensable supplies from their private stores. 

It must not be inferred from this statement that the army has 
not been liberally supplied with the regular rations^ for, with 
but few exceptions, there has been no lack of salt meats and “ hard 
tack but with embarrased transportation, and with a remote 
and almost inaccessible base of supplies, the difficulty of supplying 
anti-scorbutic rations,— which, it must be remembered, are of a per- 
ishable nature, — has been very great ; therefore, the Commissariat 
and the Qurtermaster’s Departments have welcomed and aided 
tlie Sanitary Commission in its efforts to bring to the camp mess 
and tlie field hospital the much needed elements of health. The 
history of our campaigns in the Southwest will tell how gener- 
ously and how gratefully Generals Grant, Rosccrans, Sherman, 
and Thomas, and many others, bade the Sanitary Commission 
God-speed in this ministry of anti-scorbutics among their forces 
in the field.f The threatened decimation and utter weakening 


* A prominent business man in one of the great market cities of the West, 
bas recently informed the writer that during the spring and euifamer of I86S 
the immediate and unheralded pnrehase and shipment of thia class of ''sneilnry 
stores ” by the Commission’s agents, on sereral occasions so suddenly exbsused the 
markets, that for days fnllowing the prices of such articles were greatly enhanced, 
until the balance of supply could be restored. 

f That the reader may correctly estimate the momentous importance of this 
incessant watchfulness and warfare against scurry in our forces, we inrite atten- * 
tion to the testimony we bare incidentally adduced in prerious pages, and also to 
the following emphatic statements which ws quote from the rery reliable official 
and scientific authority. Surgeon J. JaNriia Wcodwasd, the Medical Historian of 
the Wor, who constantly has before him the oflicial reports of sickness and mor- 
tality in all departments of the Federal forces. In his treatise, neatly published, 
upon "Camp Diseases," Dr. Woonwaan unhesitatingly declares that "he is well 
satisfied, from personal ohserration, that both as a distinct afiection U its early 
8 
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of the armies of the Cumberland and the Tennessee, was effeo- 
tually prevented by the abundant supjdies of potatoes, onions, 
and fruits that were provided for those forces by the Sanitary 
Commission. And, as wo shall have occasion to notice in future 
pages, the same homely and substantial method of life-and- 
health-saving has been very effectively continued in the more 
distant lines of our armies during the past year, and to the pres- 
ent time. 

This portion of ottr narrative of the Sanitary Commission’s 
work might bo indefinitely extended by recounting in detail 
the history and incidents of daily exjHjrience in the various 
labors of the Relief Department ; but the current events in the 


(tagef, and as a complicating influence, aficctiog the other eamp diseases of the 
army, scurvy has hitherto played n large part in the phenomena of disease in the 
Eastern armies and he says he is entisfied timt the same haa been true of diseases 
in the armies West and South. And, after shoving the part that the " ecorbulic 
taint" has played in the diseases of the Peninsula campaign — “tlie Chickahominy 
fever” — and in the prevalent diseases South and West, that welUnformcd author 
states that — 

" There con be no doubt that the same tendency (the ‘ ecorbutic taint ’) has com- 
plicated diseases generally throughout the army during the past two years, and 
has even modifled the result of wounds and injuries, interfering with the healing 
process, and increasing the mortality of traumatic cases of every kind.” 

“The le.ading eanses of scurvy,” says Dr. Woodward, "may bo designated in a 
single word as camp diet." And he adds: "There is probably no single instance of 
eciirvy making its appearance among any body of troops who are duly supplied 
with an abundance of fresh vegetables.” 

Potatoes and onions — the most available anti.scorbuties — ha urges, should b« 
more freely supplied to the men in camp and in hospital, and hd says: 

" It has more than once happened on a grand scale, during the present war, to 
ace a sudden dimiuulion in the amount of diarrluca follow the liberal issue of polaioa 
and onions to on army in which the tendency to scurvy was exhibiting itself in a 
manner too evident to be overlooked.” 

These conclusions of Surgeon Woodward are undoubtedly correct, and they have 
been steadily maintained by all the more experienced Inspectors in the Sanitary 
Commission's service. Well docs that excellent Inspector, Dr. Warriner, of the 
Hississippi field, declare that the Sauitory Commission’s achievement in supplying 
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Burpassingly intercBting history of that branch of the Sanitary 
Cominissioirs work, is now being freshly published every two 
weeks in the pages of the Commission’s Bulletin and in the Uni- 
tary llcport^r. Therefore, it is our aim, in this place, to present 
simply the outlines and a few essential explanations of this im- 
portant branch of work, which the i^oplc so gladly and so abun- 
dantly endow with liomc-gifts and home aft’cctions. And, not- 
witlistanding that the pages here devoted to the s])ccial history 
of the Relief service have slightly interrupted the succinctness 
of the narrative, the reader will not fail to perceive tliat this 
branch of the Commission’s work has not only interlinked itshisr 
tory with that of the Commission’s main design, viz., the 2irexen~ 
lion of disease, — but that the grateful foliage and life-inspiring 
vigor of this wide spreading branch, has naturally tended to 
quicken, enlarge, and invigorate all other branches of this fruitful 
tree ofloyal and loving sympathies. We think the Sanitary Com- 
mission itself would gratefully acknowledge that its well organized 
Department of Relief, by virtue of the world-wide and mmiifieent 
sympathies which it has evoked, and to which it has promptly 
responded, has now become the very best pledge of hearty sup- 

I ■ _ 

the troops with fresh vegetablee lost spring, at Young’s Point, “ modiBcd history I" 
AH military experience corroborates ihU view, for scurvy has been the baoo of all 
great armits in eampAigna. And to illustrate the true economic and hygienic ro> 
latlon of the ComtnissioD'a work in Bonding forward, urging forward, and earnestly 
recommending supplies of fresh vegetables to our armies in tho rebel States, we 
need only quote the remark of M. Baudeus, the dUtioguished Medical Inspector of 
the French Army, who, in one of bis Crimean reports to tho Minister of War, 
asserts that ** 100,000 francs, spent in fresh vegetables, is a saving of 600,000 francs 
in the expense of sending the sick to hospitals.” 

In a monograpli upon scurvy, with special reference to army practice, prepared 
by Surgeon General Uammond, and published by the Sanitary Cummij>8ionJ/>oeu* 
mrnt A'.j, the vital importance of preventivs measures agaio.it the ravages of this 
Protean omlady is ably set forth ; and Dr. Hoiumond closes that valuable essay by 
saying that ** scurvy is prcumiuently a preventable disease,” and that those who 
are charged with the care of our sick soldiers should aco to it that tho Ihproach of 
its presence in camp does not rest with them.” 
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port of the entire scheme of the Commission’s work of disease- 
prevention. That the Relief service has been well and wisely 
managed, all our armies bear ample testimony. It constitutes 
the people’s share in the Sanitary Commission’s wgrk, mid until 
Peace again waves her olive branch over the re-United States, 
and our triumphant aniiies shall have dispersed to their homes, 
the mutual obligations that have thus grown out of golden gifts, 
and the home contributions of “ sanitary stores,” will not be 
forgotten by the men to whom this trust is committed. 


Sanitaey "Woek in the Campaigns of 1863. 

Antiscorbutic Supplies to the Armies of the Cumherland and 
Tennessee during the winter and spring. — With the dawning 
of the Xew Year, 1863, the banks of Stone’s River, before Mur- 
freesboro’, were strewn with nearly 8,000 mutilated heroes of Ge- 
neral Rosccran’s army. The habit that has become so character- 
istic of the army of the Great Valley, to “ move upon the enemy’s 
works,” has unquestionably cost much blood, but it has also 
given us the inexpressible satisfaction of providing for our own 
wounded, and of re-possessing entire States of the insurgent dis- 
trict. But there necessarily exists one great source of peril to 
such vast forces in desolated regions which are far removed 
from the districts of country from whence fresh vegetable sup- 
plies can be obtained. To this subject the Sanitary Commis- 
sion’s Western Secretary, Dr. Newberry, and the Sanitary In- 
spectors under him, have continually given most watchful atten- 
tion.* 


* Uajor General Roeecrani on Uie Sanitary Commiaaion and ita aid to aick and 
wounded : 

^ " HiADQuanriBa, DitpaanitHT or tub CuniinaAin>, ) 

Uurfreeatwrn, February 2, 18C3. f 

“ The General Commanding preaenta bia warmeal acknowledgemeota to the 
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In preceding pages we have had occasion to mention how the 
camps and hospitals of the Cumberland looked to the Commis- 
sion for “ sanitary supplies.” That noble army had campaigned 
on “ scurvy i-ations ” in Northern Mississippi and Southern 
Tennessee, had marehed long distanecs, and had fought hard 
battles ; and after the terrible engagement upon Stone’s River, 
the causes of scurvy, that long had lurked in the unfresh- 
cned rations and crowded camps, threatened all the hospitals 
and regiments of that army. Gangrene, erysipelas, and obsti- 
nate diarrhoeal diseases menaced the wounded, and, in almost 
every regimental camp the scorbutic taint was exhibiting its 
threatening symptoms. “ There were no fresh vegetables fur- 
nished to the troops, except what were obtained from the Sani- 
tary Commission for the regimental hospitals,” said Lieutenant 
Colonel Uamilton, the faithful Medical Inspector of the Army 
of the Cumberland, early in the spring. And in his official re- 
port to General Rosecrans, that Inspector goes pn to say : 

“Nearly all the regiments have been without potatoes and 


frieodfl of the Soldiers of this army, whoso geoeroas sympathy with the safTering 
of the sick and wounded has induced them to send for their comfort numerous sani- 
tary supplies, which are continually arriving by iho bands of individuals and chari- 
table societies. While hu highly appreciates and does not undervalue tb3 charities 
which have been lavisheef on this Army, experience has demonstrated the import- 
ance of system and impartiality, as well as judgment and economy, in the forward- 
ing and distribution of these supplies. In all these respects the United Statee 
Sanitary Commission stands unrivalled. Its organization, experience, and large 
faciliiies for the work are such that the General does not hesitate to recommend, 
ill the most urgent manner, all those who desire to send sanitary supplies, to con- 
fide them to the care of this Commission. 

** They will thus insure the supplies reaching their destination without wastage, 
or expense of agents or trausporUtioa, and their being distributed in a judicious 
manner wiUiout disorder or interference with the regulations and usages of the 
eervicc. 

This Commission acts In full concert with the Medical Department of the Army, 
and enjoys its confidence. It is thus enabled with a few agents to do a large 
amount of good at the proper time, and in the proper way. Since the battle of 
Stone’s River, it has disirihutcd a surprisingly large amount of clothing, lint, bao- 
cUgefl, and bedding, as well os milk, concentrated beef, fruit, and other sanitary 
•tores, essential to the recovery of the sick nod wounded. 

“ W. S. UosEORAirs, 

** Major General, Commaading DeparUneot” 
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onions, as a regular issue, and not a few of these regiments hare 
not had more than one or two issues of these vegetables in eight, 
ten, or twelve months. 

“ It is not surprising, therefore, that scurvy is beginning to 
manifest itself throughout the array, a few marked cases of wliich, 
perliaps two or three, may be found in most of the regiments.” 

* * * « * ■» •» * 


“ I am very much afraid, however, that in a short period 
those signs of scorbutic taint will increase and extend, and 
especially if the men are subjected to any cxtraordinaiy hard- 
ships in marching, on picket duty, or in the trenches ; and that, 
in the event of a battle, the wounds of those who now appear 

the most robust Avould not heal kindly.”* 

• *««**««* 


“ The season for vegetables and fruit is approaching, hut the 
army cannot look to the surrounding country for a supjily of 
these articles, since its numbers are vastly disproportioned to the 
amount of lands which will he cultivated ; and fniit trees do not 
at this time abound within the lines which we command. There 
is, therefore, in my judgment, a jiressiug demand for large and 
immediate supplies of potatoes and onions, and this demand will 
not cease for some months to come.” 
**»*■»*•** 

“ On my arrival at Nashville on the 11th, I represented these 
facts to Dr. A. N. Read, Sanitary Inspector of the Department 
of the Cumberland, whom I found already advised upon these 
matters by jiorsonal inspection, and who had already written 
upon the subject to Dr. J. S. Newberry, Secretary, and in charge 
of the Western Department of the Sanitary Commission, with 
headquarters at Louisville.” 


• And in b letter from tho same liigli Rnthority, which was published May 15th, 
be Bays of the Sanitary Commission : 

*•»»••»»»•« 

" II to Aniiv, T.'tr.t T lavn f. i; . { It to I'l' over;. \v!’fro AniRvi »>f 

the Uni(e*l Sutes, onu of its luo^i inipoi tant means of Euppurt. ami without which 
its efficiency would b<* greatly tiiminished. Noonowliohaa watched iU working; 
upon t he field, in tho general hospitals, ond on the mad towards home of discharged 
and disabled soldiers, but will agree with mo in saying that it is doing a vast deal, 
both in the cause of our country and in the cause of humanity, and so long ns the 
North continues to send its soldiers to the field, the Sanitary Commissiou must 
continue its work. 

The agents, so far as I have seen them, ore intelligeDt, faithful and xealous ; 
and the public has nothing to fear in trusting to them iis contributions. 

** Would to God that erery one at the North could see and uoderstaod aa well 
as we do tho value and neceuit^ of this work. 

(Signed,) Fuank II. llaMiLToif, 

“Medical Inspector, U. S. A.” 
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Shipments of v^tablos now h<^an to be made more freely 
under hia order, on the 13th of April, from Louisville ; and on 
the same date Dr. Newberry writes : 

“ There will be a succession of large shipments of vegetables for 
Rosecrnns’ army by railroad and by boat. The General Super- 
intendent of railroads, Mr. Anderson, has been retpiested by the 
Comtnander-in Chief to forward promptly all the Commission 
can send, therefore let them go to the front as fast as possible. 

“On the 14th of April, Din. Post and Gunn, Special Inspec- 
tors for the Sanitary (^inmission, having returned from Mur- 
freesboro’, confirmed the statements Dr. Head had alread}’ made, 
and we sent a joint telegram to Dr. Newberry, requesting that 
the vegetables be sent forward ns copiously as possible. On tho 
same day Dr. Newberry replied by telegram to me : 

“ ‘ Large shipments are being made daily. Yesterday I tele- 
graphed Cincinnati, Chicago, and Pittsburg for vegetables, and 
have a reply from Cincinnati that largo shipments will be at 
once made from there.’ ” 

✓ 

Though the Army of tho Cumberland had daily communica- 
tion by railway with the rich markets of tho Ohio, by way of 
Nashville and Louisville, it is evident, from this official testi- 
mony, that our camps and hospitals in Tennessee were saved 
from tho ravages of scurvy only by such vigilance and promptitude 
in watching the points of its apjicarance, and urging forward the 
needed supplies of fresh vegetables. The Sanitary Inspectors 
undcrstootl their business, and well did they fulfill their mission. 
“Vegetables, Humanity, and Patriotism,” for tho time wero 
synoiiyins,* in the estimation of those enlightened agents of tho 


• '^ViGETADLEfl, IIdmanitt, Patriotisiji.— The things represented by the?e three 
nouns are more iotiniatelj connected than most people imagine. A supply of vege* 
tables to the army is indispensable to its health, uod upon the health of the soldiers 
depends the integrity of the Union." 

• • * « ** We commend the careful consideration of the following cxlractT 

from a letter receoily received from Dr. Warriner, at Vicksburg: 

People must be roused forthwith to the importance of sending vegelobUi to 
the army. We wsot enough to keep all hands busy distributing them. We want 
enough to supply wbolo commands, and not merely the hospitals. We bare uono 
Dow<~wo can do no bottor service than feed the army with potatoes and ooiooe. 
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Sanitary Commission ; and the heartiness witli which the chief 
oflBcers of the Medical Staff endorsed and aided the Commission’s 
efforts to eradicate scurvy from camps and hospitals. And 
when spring opened, the Western Secretary procured official 
permission for the cultivation of e.xtensive Vegetable Gardens in 
the vicinity of Murfreesboro’ and Nashville. This was an enter- 
prise of great practical importance, for not only were the pro- 
ducts of those gardens necessary for the great hospitals in 
Central Tennessee, but they were soon to be required in hos- 
pitals and camps near 'Chattanooga. The Sanitary Reporter 
thus mentions the organization and purposes of the “ hospital 
gardens:" 


“ While laboring to snjmly vegetables for the immediate 
wants of tlie Army of the Cumbenand in the early spring, it 
was understood that the supply from the North would in a few 
months fail, and that in the last months of summer the sick in 
that department would be unsupplied, unless vegetables should 
be raised in the department for roeir use. In the whole region 
occupied by the army, the country was almost a desert, and no 
dependence could be put upon purchasing supplies of citizens. 


There certainly must be & eufScient surplus of these in the North to enable us to do 
it, if we esn once get the snbject eufficientty impressed upon the loyal ]>roduct rs of 
them. It has been ouly at brief but widely separated intervals that we have had 
supplies of these in adcquetc abundance to justify this general disbursement of them. 
'When it lias occurred, the results has been in the highest possible degree satisfac- 
tory and bcneficiah The aebievemonts of the two Commissions in this respect, 
last spring, at Young's Point, mudibed history I The effects are not lobe weighed 
or estimated. No one thing has done so much to establish the reputation of the 
Commission with the army ; and yet bow very seldom we have been able to sup- 
plement commissary stores tatbis extent If we could do it ccmtinually, we should 
prevent more sickness than our other efforts ore able to relieve. 1 wish Uiis no- 
tion could be preached all through the North, clamorously and with power. Good 
old brother Chidlaw could do immense good if he could concentrate his whole time 
and his magnificent good-will-power upon it fora season. I trust you will not ne- 
glect to call public attention to tbit express plan of sanitary lal^r, and urge the 
matter In all effective ways. Potatoes and onions for the whole army I Make 
that the watchword; varying the monotony from time to time by the addition of 
** cdbbagt.” Dot don't let people encumber us with other kinds of vegetables, 
unless, perhaps, tomatoes. Their value is incomparably less than that of those 
Darned. 1 will write again after the arrival of the Clara Bell. 

(Stgaed) •* * Tours truly, 

•**H. A. WaRMJfia.** 


^<Sanifary Rtperitr.) 
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Vegetables conld not be bought, they must be raised. Ecliance, 
then, could only bo placed upon hos^tal gardens. 

******* 

“The Sanitary Commission has furnished seeds and garden 
tools, and about 30,000 plants, purchased in Louisville and Cin- 
cinnati; and its agents have exercised a general supervision 
over the work.” 

******* 

“A similar work has been accomplished at Nashville, and 
these two gardens will furnish &^uU s^tpplyoi vegetables for the 
hospitals of the department during that part of the season in 
which they cannot be supplied from the North.” 


These great gardens, with their teeming products of choice 
vegetables, anticipated future necessities, and although, in all, 
about eighty acres of fertile land was devoted to this very practi- 
cally hygienic use, the events of autumn proved how wisely a 
vastly larger tract of land might have been thus cultivated.* 
And during the winter and spring months it became necessary to 
resort to unusual means, and to use the greatest energy to pro- 
cure and transport anti-scorbutic vegetables to the distant points 
where the Inspectors found need of such supplies. 

Even after the Commissary Department of the "Western armies 
had been aroused by the urgent demand for potatoes and onions, 
the Sanitary Commission still had more reliable means than those 
at tlie command of the Government for supplying that demand. 
It is stated upon authority, that “recently, when scurvy threat- 
ened our army, a Commissary advertised for an adequate 
quantity of patotocs and onions, and. no response was made. 
Nobody either had, or ehoso to become responsible for, the de- 


* In his report to the Commission, September 1st, Dr. Kerrberrjr says : 

" The Hospital Gardens established in this Department have more then jusIlGod 
all our anticipations. That at Murfreeeburn’ had, up to August 30th. furnislicd to 
the hospitals 248 barrels of assorted Tegetables, and the gardeovr estimates that it 
'will produce during the balance of the season 800 bushels of tomatoes, l.SOO of 
Irish |H>tatoes, 1,200 of sweet potatoes, 28,000 heads of cabbage, besides large 
quantities of beans, melons, turnips, Ac." 
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livery of 50,000 bushels of patotoes, and a corresponding quantity 
of other vegetables, but there were few families in the great 
West which could not spare from its store a ])cck, a bushel, or 
a barrel of vegetables, and so within anionth some thousand bar- 
rels were donated, and an impending disaster was averted, the 
Commission furnishing a medium of communication Ixjtween 
the people at home and their defenders in the field.”* But we 
need not dwell upon further details of the methods and the 
means by which this warfiirc against the most th’caded and fatal 
enemy of the camps and to frontier hospitals was overcome. 
It was the commencement of a work that must necessarily be 
continued until the end of the war. And experience has shown 
that when Commissaries have found the markets exhausted 
of anti-scorbutic vegetables, the Sanitary Commission, through 
its branches of supply, never have failed to bring such supplies 
forward at once. 

Late in the spring, when a general movement of the army of 
the Cumberland wiis anticipated, the Commission’s Inspector at 
Murfreesboro, Dr. Reed, wrote as follows : 

**««**«* 

“The supply of vegetables distributed has greatly improved 
the health and efficiency of this army. No greater amount of 
good has ever been accomplished in so short a time, and at an 
exjiense comparatively so slight. The friends at home who have 
contributed these supplies should feel that they have done much 
to strengthen the hands and the hearts of tlic soldiers for the 
ptrny’b' whicli all l("!l is ch>a>, at. band. 

be giaiii^ing to all to knowiliat the most ample a:; l 
minute preparations liavebeen made for the care of the wounded, 
should an engagement occur. A special medical purveyor has 
been appointed for each corps of the army, who has provided 
himself with a large stock of medicines, hospital stores, clothing 
and dressings, and all necessary transportation, to enable him to 
accompany the army and issue his stores upon the field when 


4 * See Sanilary RtporUr, Jane let, 1868. 
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and ■where needed. Also, as I mentioned in my last report, the 
surgeons ofeaeli regiment have very generally furnished them- 
selves each with a box of hospital stores and dressings from our 
supplies, to betaken with the regiment wherever it moves. And 
wo have in addition funiished to most of the division surgeons 
a good supply of concentrated beef extract for the same purj) 06 e. 

Wo hope and expect that all will thus supply themselves from 
our stores now on hand. Should oecsesion recpiire it, all our 
supplies suitable tor the puriiose will be pushed forward 
promptly to the temivirary field nospitals and distributed where- 
ever thev will relieve or alleviate suifering.” 

* ■» * » * * 

“ The testimony is uniform by all who know that the great 
waTit of the anuy, after all that has been done, is fresh vegeta- 
hles. 

“ I hope they will continue *to be forwarded as long ns they 
arc to be obtained, and that every one who can will plant a 
separate patch of potatoes, onions or cabbage for the soldier.” 

At the end of the month of May, the same faitliful luspcctor 
writes to the Western Secretary of the Commission as follows : ♦ 

* * * » (4 j,^ report to you for April, I had to re- 
present that the great want of the Army of the Cumberland W!»a 
tfesh vegetables ; that up to the 10th of that month there had 
not been more than two issues for eight or nine months ; and 
that in many cases there had not been one issue during that 
time. As a consequence, scurvy was beginning to appear in 
almost every i-egiment, and that this was a sure indication tlipt 
the soldiers were not in a condition to bear hard marches, or to 
labor in the trenches ; and if wounded in battle, their wounds 
■would not heal kindly, but would be followed by pyiemia, ery- 
sipelas, hospital gangrene, and excessive sujqniration. Tlio mor- 
tality of the Confederate wounded at jlurfrce^boro’ was forty per 
ecui. I'r. Aiciit, llcir d. boul T lreepu-, a n"-geon of mm-iiai 
intelligence, ascribes this large mortality to lack of vegetable 
diet. 

“ I have now to report, that from the 1st of April to the 20th of 
May, there have been about four issues of vegetables by the Com- 
missaries to the troops of Murfreesboro’, Franklin, and Xash- 
ville. At Gallatin they have not received from Government 
more than two issues since they entered Kentucky. The police 
of all the troops is excellent. The external manifestations of 
senrvy have nearly disappeared ; although at Gallatin and Car- 
tilage there arc several well-marked cases. 
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“ Dr. E. B. Glick, Brigade Sni^eon, informs mo, May 21st, 
that all his cases of scurvy have diBa^>peared ; that three weeks 
since he had many cases of ophthalmia, which did not yield to 
ordinary treatment, but wliicli had rapidly recovered under the 
use of the vegetables we had supplied liiin. 

“ Hospital gangrene has nearly disappeared, and the cases of 
erysipelas are much less frequent. 

*-»«»««* 

“ During the montli, we have received and distributed, from 
the Nashville depot, 5,897 bushels of vegetables, and 18,730 
pounds dried fruit, and, in addition, a considerable amount of 
canned fruit, pickles, and other sanitary stores. 

“ These have been distributed as follows : 


Sent to * Bbls. Vegetables. Lbt. Dried Fniit 

Murfreesboro’ 1,423 5,955 

Franklin 80 1,200 

Carthage 23 575 

Fort Donelson 127 500 

Gallatin 95 

Lavergne C6 750 

Brentwood ' 24 500 

Triune 58 1G5 

Clarksville 12 

Nashville 451 9,085 


2,359 bbls. 18,730 

Vegetables — equal to 5,897 bushels, at 2^ bushels to the ban'el. 


“ These have been distributed under the rule, that the sick 
and feeble should be first supplied : the balance to be given to 
the well men in the regunents.” 


In another letter from the sanitary ddpot of that army, the 
following illustration is given of the necessity for such anti-scor- 
butic supplies, and the faithfulness of medical officers in dis- 
bursing them : * 


• Th« value and apprecialion of this Commiaaion’s work in the Array of tlio 
Oumberland, ia well illustrated by the following apoutaneoua teatimoniala of grati- 
tude from Medical and Commondiug officers : • 
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* * * » “Among many facts showing, as a rule, the 
earnest devotion of the surgeons of this army to their work, and 
their fidelity in the use of sanitary stores, I will mention only 
the following. At the time when potatoes were exceedingly 
scarce and valuable, and when the Commission was furnishing 
the greatest part •frhich were available for the army, the surgeon 

of , who had just returned to his regiment, visited our 

rooms with his assistant to ask us if we could do anything for 
him. On exhibiting his person, his legs and body were spotted 
and purplish, with as little elasticity to the flesh as to a piece of 
dou^i ; an indentation from pressure would remain for many 
minutes. The symptoms of scurvy were clear and uniiiistake- 
able, and he had been distributing for weeks to the enlisted men 
under his charge vegetables from our stores — had thus banished ' 
scurvy from the tents of the men, and it remained only among 


" Hbadquartxbs 8d Dina., 20th Abuy Corps, ) 

" Medical DEPARTHimT, May 1st, 186H. J 

" Sir, — Allow mo. through you, to return the sincere thanks of the Meiliral Offi- 
cers of tins Division to the U. S. Sanitary Commission for their uniform proiiiptoesa 
and attention to the wants of the sick and wounded soldiers. 

"It has been my lot to be with this Division, ns Medical Director, through two 
hnrd-fou jht battles (Perry ville and Stone's River), where wo bad many wounded 
men, witli only limited means of ministering to their comforts; ronsequrntly, I 
have had a good opportunity of Judging of the efficiency of your organiRatioii, and 
of the benefits derived from it. Through the prompDieas of the Commission our 
wounded were more comfortably situated within forty-eight hours lifter the battle, 
than they were eight days after the battle of Shiloh. 

"To your organization we are indebted, also, for many valuable suggestioas 
which bare added much to the comfort of camp life. 

" With the most sincere hope that your organization may receive the continued 
support it deserves, I am, 

“ Very respectfully, 

“ Your ob’t servant, 

" D. V. OairriTB, 

" Surgeon 2d Ky. Vols. and Med. Director. 

" Insp. n. S. San. Commission." 

Endorsed as follows : 

Hradqcaiiteiis 3d Division, 20rn A. C., ) 

“ Kear MuRvatESBoao', Tran., llay 4, I8R3. ( 

“I take great pleasure in endorsing every word of the within letter, and desire 
to return, through the Medical Inspector, my sincere thanks to the Sanitary Com- 
mission for their almost invaluable services to my wounded men at Perry vilte and 
Stone Hirer. 

• " P. H. SiiiaiDAY, 

" Major-General." 

“Receive my thanks, my dear sir, for your attention to the health of my com- 
mand. Your kind issues of vegetables are thankfully received by all the men, and 
without them our men would soon be viotims of scorbutic diseases ; they would 
soon give out on the march, and would not have sufficient physical vigor to with- 
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the officers. Wlicn he was directed to nse them for the officers 
also, as far as they needed them medicinally, he expressed sur- 
prise and gratitnd'o both ; for the supposed they were to be used 
sacredly for the enlisted men.” 

That the people of the great West have entered into the na- 


stand wounds, which good soldiers aro apt to receive when faithfully and gallantly 
performing their duty upon the battle-field. 

" 1 am. sir, 

“Your obedient aervanl, 

“ A. McD. McCooic, 

**Mftj.-Gen. Com’d’g 20th Army Corps." 

• •«•••«• 

• ♦ • • “ These vegetables will preserve our mco, and advance 

the interest of our cause. 

“ The ration of potatoes issued to my entire Division by you yesterday, was 
thankfully received, and will do much to prevent scurvy and other diseases. 

“ Young ladies who have lovers in the army are prone to send them handsomely 
wrought slippers, book mark.s, &c., but love will also be unabated if the fair bands 
will keep those handsome souvenirs until the close of the war, and while we arc In 
t!)c field we promise to love and admire any and all who engage in this good work 
cf supplying us with fresh vegetables. 

“ Yours very truly, 

" Jt* W. JOHNSOX, 

* “Brig. -Gen. VoL ComM'g." 

He vdq’bs, Aeitt or Ke.*:tuckt, ) 

“ Franblix, May 3, 1863. J 
" Ao’t TJ. S. SAXtTAaT CowwTFSiox, NAsnvaLK, Texx. ; 

“ I have to acknowledge (ho receipt of 40 barrels vegetables from your oflBcc, 
which have been issued to the troops in this command, 

“The health of the command is stc.idily improving, largely owing to your 
kindness and activity in furnishing those important anti-scorbutic remedies. 

N “ Please accept my thanks for this and former invoices. 

“ Truly yours, 

“ W. Variax, 

“ Surgeon U. S. Y., Medical Director Army of Ky ” 

“Headq’cs 2 d Divibiox, 21 st Armt Corts, J 
“Camp Near MuarR^Rsnoao*, > 
"Mays, 1863. ) 

'* IxRPECTor. U. S. Saxit.%rt Commissiox : • 

“ Dear Sir, — I can have no more agreeable duty than to acknowledge the valne 
and beneficial services of the Sanitary Commission. 

“'I he army owes a debt of gratitude to the benevolent men and women of tlio 
country, who have, through this admirable agency, contributed to relieve the wants 
of the soldier, supplying those * small things* so essential to Ibeir health and vigor. 

•• I am, very respectfully, 

" Joux M. ?ALyn, 

“ Majo^aeQO^aL'* 
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tional Ftragglo with their whole son], and nnder the lilghest in- 
spiration of patriotic duty, is manifested in their effective labors 
and untiring zeal in suppressing the rebellion. Cheerfully and 
promptly have they given their sons to the cause, and, in some 
of the States, even where labor is most in demand, they have 
exceeded all Federal quotas and calls for troops ; and every ' 
household, however humble or afflicted, has offered and will con- 
tinue to offer its loving gifts for the aid and succor of their bravo 
sons in the army. Like the broad rivers of the West, the Sani- 
tary ConimissioTvs channels have received and home soutliward 
the tributary streams of the Great Valley; and no person can 
doubt that the fervent desire and the urgency of the Western 
people to have their home-offerings go forward imdelayed and 
directly to the places and the men who most needed, though 
sometimes impatiently overleaping all wise methods and the 
Commission’s authorized channels, have, nevertheless, finally 
resulted in giving to the Commission itself the very highest prac- 
ticable degree of energ}-, largeness of plan, and celerity of exe- 
cution in its Relief service, and, at the same time, thoroughly 
imbuing the commanding generals and the whole army of the 
Valley with their own spirit of earnest co-operation and merci- 
ful helpfulness. Indeed, it would appear that from the login- 
ning of the war the great generals of the West have done all in 
their power to facilitate and give full effect to the works of the 
Sanitary Commission.* 


* The following published orders from the two great lenders of our Western 
Armies, exhibit ibc spirit in which the war nod the men who help ia it were re* 
gnrdijd by thodc dulinguisbcd Qcnernls: 


HkADQUjUITERS DFTAfcTMEffT OF THE TENNESSEE, ) 
Vickaburg, Miss., Sept. 28, 1863. J 


" Commanding Officer, Cairo, HI. : 

**Sir, — Direct the Post Quartermaster at Cairo to call upon the U, S. Sanitary 
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With good reason does Dr. Newberry, the Western Secretary, 
in his report to the Commission of sanitary work accomplished 
in the forces on the Mississippi, remarks : “ Indeed, I may say 
that our operations in that Department have been, by an irre- 
sistible influence, gradually but constantly expanding. The 
many and great privileges accorded us by the General com- 
mandi'ig, and by others in authority, have opened new and 
wide doors of usefulness, and by accepting the responsibilities 
thus laid upon us, our duties have necessarily been^ increased.” 
And not less justly does the AVestera Secretary yield to the 
military oflScers their full share of honors for humane and life- 
saving work in the army of the Cumberland. He says : “ I 
think I am justified in saying that there is no Department of 
the whole army where our work is more systematically, diorougly, 
and well done. The credit of this desirable result is not, how- 
ever, duo wholly to the corps of agents who have represented us 
BO faithfully there, but should be equally shared by the military 
and medical authorities, all of whom have been at all times most 
cordially co-operative, not only granting cheerfully every rea- 
sonable request wc have made, but, even anticipating our wants ; 


•gent nt jour place, and see exactly what buildings they require to be erected for 
tbeir charitable and humane purposes. 

" The Commission has been of such great service to the country, ond at Cairo are 
doing so mueh for this army at this time, that 1 am disposed to extend their fucil< 
ities for doing good in every way in my power. You will therefore cause to be 
put up. nt government expense, suitable buildings fur the Sanitary Commission, 
conaecting those they already have, and also pul up for them necessary outbuild* 

ijigj, ♦ • •»« * 

“(Signed) U. S. Grant, 

“ Major Genera!.* 


*' Hsadouarters Dkpartsient op TiiB Ohio, ) 
Cincinuaii, Ohio, Aug. 1st, 1603. ) 

**SrxGiAL Order, No. 290. 

“3. All officers in this Department wilt extend to the agents of the U. S. Sanj. 
tary Commission, every facility consistent with tbeir duties, and will respect and 
aid them in carrying out their charitable work. 

“ By order of 

** Major General Burnside.* 
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often spontaneously proffering tlie aid we were about to need; 
The catalogue of the officers of this army, wbo have manifested 
towards the Sanitary Commission cordial and appreciative co- 
operation, is so long that I have not room to give it, but I may 
say, in general, that our relations are of the pleasantest charac- 
ter with every one. The evidences of hearty sympathy with us 
in our work, given by General Eosecrans, General Garfield, his 
chief of staff. Dr. Perin, tlie Medical Director, and Dr. Hamil- 
ton, iledical Inspector, have been frequently exhibited,” .... 

During the winter and spring of 18'-i3, the forces ujwn the 
Mississippi, under General Grant, occupied positions that were 
exceedingly unfavorable to health, but the ground that had been 
gained along the course of the great river, during a year of terri- 
ble stmggles and toil, from Island number Ten, and Memphis, to 
the Yazoo, was not to be relinquished, and from that perilous 
base of bayous, swamps, malaria, and difficult transportation, was 
to be coinmeiiced one the grandest campaigns of the war. Late 
in the month of March, General Grant moved forward strong 
columns of his forces southward from Young’s Point and Milli- 
ken’s Bend, where the Sanitary Commission was systematically 
at work by hygienic agencies, that “ moelified history,” and 
after incredible toil and exposure in marching, bridging, ford- 
ing and fighting all the way across the peninsula opposite and 
below Vicksburg, to Grand Gulf, and thence to the bloody con- 
tests at Port Gibson and Champion Hill, then quickly fol- 
lowed the triumphant battles and forced marches that scattered 
the rebel forces from the capital of Mississippi, and drove General 
Pemberton westward from the Big Black Kiver to the fortifica- 
tions of Vicksburg. 

Tlie masterly Leader of our army had not over-estimated the 
physical powers and heroism of his forces, but he put them to 
tests that proved them well, and which most strikingly illus- 
trated the practical value of health and its safe-guards in such a 
9 
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campaign. In the trenches and mines, on picket and in con- 
stant skirmishing and fighting, while beleaguring the enemy’s 
stronghold ; or upon the morasses of the Yazoo and the Big 
Black, maintaining our hotly disputed lines. General Grant’s 
powerful army was rendered all the stronger and the braver for 
the constant presence and influence of sanitary labors and sani- 
tary supplies. General Grant, with his accustomed sagacity, 
■’^lad promptly ordered that ample facilities for the transportation 
of the Commission’s “ sanitary stores” should be provided, and 
as soon as Inspector Warriner and his assistants were able to 
gain a point of communication with the forces before Vicksburg, 
large supplies of fresh vegetables and other needed supplies for 
the health of the forces, and for the succor of the wounded and 
sick, were poured in from the “ sanitary steamers,” and other 
boats on the Mississippi and Yazoo.* 


* The Commission'i Wettern Secretary, foreaeeing the iner!tab1e demand that 
muat continue to be made for anti-ecorbnticB in the army on the MissUiippi, as irell 
as in the army of the Cumberland, endoraed and gave wide publicity to the atate- 
menta that were cent to him by the Kelief agenta in the field. The following is 
an illuatration of the view taken by thoae practical men ; 

• ••••••••a* 

“ Let every farmer in the loyal States put in an extra patch of potatoes, cabba- 
ges, and onions, for the soldiers ; let ever child have his soldier's gardea-bed ; lot 
the “Onion Lengues” vie with the Union Leagues in number and zeal of member- 
ship, and so will the lives of our brave soldiers be preserved, and the country 
saved. To this same purport is the fallowing appsal of the Uev. B. \V. Chidlaw 

“TO ALL TUX BOYS AND OlaLS IN THE NOETB.” 

“ U. 3. Sakitabt Steauee ‘ Dokleith,’ I 
“On the Uiasiaaippi Kiver, April 27. J 

“ We have just finished the distribution of our precious cargo of good things for 
our sick and well soldiers in the hospitals and camps, from Cairo, III., to Young’s 
I’oint, La. These things were snuch needed, and gratefully received. 

“ Will your kind hearts and willing hands work for the soldier! You may ask 
whntcanwedot You can work in your gardens and fields, plant and cultivate 
potatoes, tomatoes, cabbage, onions, Ac. You can gather strawberries, raspber- 
ries, currants, and blackberries, and your mothers will eon them. Your apples, 
peaches, pears, and plums can be cut and diied, and put up in small bags, then 
these rich treasures of your gardens, fields, and orchards, the products of your pa- 
triotic intluatry, sent to the Soldiers’ Aid Society, and thus to the U. S. Sanitary 
Commission, will reach the soldier, help him to get well, and cheer his heart. 

“ Begin to plan and to toork at once. Keep at it, and thousands of out brave 
soldiers sboring your gifts will rise and call you blessed." 
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Under date of May 4tli, 1863, Inspector "Warriner writes to 
Dr. Newberry, the Secretary, from Milliken’s Bend, La. : 

«**«•»*• 

“ I have watched with much interest the movement of these 
troops. It is characterized by most active energy. Most of the 
tents are left behind, as are also the men Tvho are not strong 
enough to endure an exhausting and desperate campaign. Sup- 
plies in anything approaching sufficient quantity cannot bo con- 
veyed to the front by any existing method. Foraging is too 

i )reearious, of course, to be relied upon long, and desperate 
ighting is inevitable. Yesterday the news of a vigorous battle 
at Grand Gulf, Mississippi, on Saturday, came to hand. I see ’ 
no escape from a series of such, augmenting in licrccness and 
intensity, until the question is decided as to who sh.all hold the 
river through the ensuing summer. This, with the increase of 
disease that will keep pace with the advancing season, may, and 
possibly will, develop a great amount of sickness, and tho 
thought that is pressing most upon me, is how to meet this suffer- 
ing with some approximation to an equivalent relief. I beg, 
therefore, that you consider this letter as chiefly a requisition 
for stores.” ****** 

From Young’s Point, above Vicksburg, Dr. Warriner writes, 
under date of May 18th 1803 : 

««*****« 

“We are still unable to get trans]iortation to the Point for 
hospital stores. The demand for them there is hourly increasing, 
t'cveral hotly contested battles have already occurred. The one 
that resulted in the capture of Jackson, Miss., by our forces waa 
especially severe. Not less than 800 wore killed. Applying tho 
ordinary rule as to tho relative number wounded, there cannok 
be much less than 2,000 of these, besides a large number from 
the ranks of the enemy. Previous to this battle I had received 
reports from Surgeons at Grand Gulf, that 500 wounded had 
accumulated there. Yesterday firing was heard licre all day, 
artillery and musketry. It was not incessant, but at times waa 
rapid and heavy. The direction seemed to be southeast from 
Vicksburg ; distance not exactly calculable.” 
******** 

“ I learned, meantime, that the purpose is to bring the 
wounded hero and ship them North, as rapidly as possible. An 
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installment of several hundred is expeeted in to-morrow. They 
will be brought on boats to the lower end of the new road — the 
road running from this point to the river, twelve miles or so 
below Vicksburg — thence by wagons and ambulunces here. The 
boats taking them hence will have occasion to make heavy 
drafts upon us for stores. And I shall make an effort to send 
to the front by the return teams more or less stores for those who 
will not be favored with immediate transjmrtation. Persons 
claiming and, for aught I know, posses.sing, military sagacity, 
regard General Grant’s chances as in the highest degree pro- 
mising. 

The convalescents at Milliken’s Bend at my last writing 
have all — excepting tliose at the Van Buren liospitid — -been rc- 
f moved to this point. They number nearly 5,000. About ten 
per cent, are under medical treatment.” 

From Haines’ Bluff, May 27th, Dr. Warriner reports: 

* * * * “I have at last reached a point of com- 

munication with the main army. Haines’ Bluff was abandoned 
by the enemy when it became certain that Vicksburg would be 
speedily invested by our enterprising army. Roads have been 
opened up, and properly guarefed, from here to the lines, and 
supplies of all kinds are pouring along the route with the utmost 
activity. I had the sanitary wharf-boat moved to this place 
from Young’s Point five days ago. Our ample supplies were 
already reduced by the convalescents and hosjutals, whereof I 
have already given full reports ; but we have enough left to keep 
all hands busy. I have been out to the front since arriving here, 
making a hiuricd inspection of the general condition of the 
army and of the wounded.” 

Again, just previous to the capitulation of Vicksburg, that 
watchful Inspector rqjorts to the Commission as follows :* 


■ The following letters of thanks from officers serve to illustrate to oar minds 
the spirit of thankfulness in which the Sanitary Commission's aid was received at 
the period of which we are now writing : 

“HosrtTAL 14m Div , 13th A. C, ) 

“ Near Vicksburg, June 20, 1863. ) 

” Da H. A. WAaaiHKB, 

“ Agent U. S. Sanitary Commission: 

" Sir, — In behalf of more than four hundred wounded men treated in this hos- 
pital since the siege of Vicksburg, and u many sick men postrated by exposure 
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“ Up the Yazoo, near Vicksburg, 1 
June 23d, 1863, J 

Dr. J, S. Newberry, 

“ Secretary Western Department U- S. Sanitary Commission, 
Ix)uisville : 


“ My Dear Doctor, — I send herewith lists of wounded, sick, 
&c,, obtained from several different hospitals in the field and at 
Millikcn*s Dend. The Nashville^ since the list from her was 
made out, has transferred to the transports nearly all her pa- 


And fiitig'oa, I hereby express their thsnks and gratitude for the iodUpensabla. 
goodi with which you have supplied them. When I have told them I nave got 
from you icc, dried and canned fruits, lemons, spirits, shirts, drawers, slippers, 
sheets, bed ticks, etc., etc., to make them comfortable, some of them have said 
* Gud bless the Commission I otliers would say * good,' and others would use the 
very expresrive phrase, 'bully!' I have been io the service nearly two Tears, 
and am glad to say, our sick were never so well cared fur as now, and it is due to, 
you to fay, that we are indebted almost exclusively to the U. S. Sanitary Commis* 
aion for the means of making them comfortable. I take the liberty of making 
these observatimis, because I have been employed by this hospital to procure of 
you these supplies. May Ood put it into the hearts of the friends of the buldiers 
to keep you well supplied. 

" Tours respectfully, 

” H. J. Kddt, 

*' Chaplain 33d Ills. Infantry.** 


“Field HoePiTAL, 3d Die., 17th A. C., ) 

“ Rear of Vicksburg, June 16, 1863. f 

" Dtt. Waertnxe, ' 

*' U. S. San. Com. Boat, Chickasaw Bayou, Miss.: 

"Doctor, — Many, many thanks, we all send you aod through you to the noble 
ladies of Ohio, God bless them I for the liberal supply of sheets, shirts, drawers, 
pillow-slips, comforts, fruits, and everything else you have so freely sent us. 
Without these I know not what we should have done 
**Cros«ing the Mississippi River as this whole army did, with transportation cut 
down as ours of necessity was. to just enough to carry rations and ammunition, tho 
prospect was anything but a cheering ono to the medical oflfioer looking forward to 
the time when many of his charge must necessarily become sick from long and 
wearisome marches, and many more get wounded in battle. 

"Tbe battles of Thompson's HilU Raymond, Jackson and Champion’s Hill, more 
than exhausted the limited supplies of regimental surgeons, so that, bad it not 
been for the Sanitary Commissioni who met our victorious army as we arrived at 
Haines' Bluff, the sufferings of our wounded at the siege of Vicksburg would have 
been far greater than they have been. The wounded have been cheered and made 
contented, and many have been saved beyond all question. 

" I sincerely hope you have plenty of everything on hand still, for, if I do not 
mistake the signs of the times, it will not be long before you will again have 
heavy draiighu made upon you. 

"Sliould you have cecasioa to visit the front, do not fail in call upon ns and see 
for yourself how much good you have done. We think our hospital will compare 
favorably with any field hospital in the army. 1 am, Doctor, 

" Your sincere friend and well-wisher, 

"Edward L. Hill, 

"Surgeon 20th 0, V. Infantry, in charge 3d Div. Field Hospital.'* 
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tients. The Van Buren hospital has parted with a large num- 
ber of its patients. I am not able to give at the present writing 
the number remaining in eitlier of these hospitals. The num- 
ber of sick in the field in the rear of Vicksburg, including the 
wounded not yet removed, is a trifle less than 3,000. Not over 
one-third of these are grave ca.ses. 

“ The three corps ‘ hospitals ’ are now in operation and fairly 
furnished with the equipments, conveniences, and supplies ap- 
propriate to general hospitals. There are besides eleven division 
hospitals — all in good condition relatively. In fact, their con- 
dition in all respects is unusually good for the field, llegimen- 


•* McPniRsoir HoePiTAt, Hth A. C. ) 
Department Tenoeasee, June 18ih, 18C8. f 

**Dr. WARAINBa, 

Agt U. S. San. Com. : 

**Dear Sir,— I have just received six loads of Sanitary supplies for the sick and 
vounded of this hospital. They were much needed and gratefully received. They 
supplied a want that could not otherwise have been met. 

*' In behalf of the sick and wounded soldiers, allow me to present to the Com* 
mUsioD their heart-felt thanks and high appreciation of their well directed efforts 
in (his noble enterprise. Yours is a noble and patriotic calling. Many a family 
circle will be made to rejoice and many a poor soldier will be indebted to the care 
and great labor bestowed on the army, by the Commission, for his life! Many a 
prayer will be olTbred in years to come fur blessings to descend upon those now en- 
gaged in this good wotk. 

May God bless and prosper you in your philanthropic enterpriee. and prosper 
tbs right, is the wish of those whom vou have bountifully supplied, 

** 1 am, very respectfully, your ob’d’t servant, 

**Geo. R. Weeks, 
“Surgeon U. V., in charge.” 

“ Soroion's Omc*. Field Hospital, ) 
“8d Div. Ifitb A. C., near Vicksburg, June 18lb, 1863. ) 

“ Db. Wabrinke, 

Agt U, 8. San. Com.: 

“You have enabled us to fit up several hundred patients, out in the honseleae 
woods, with many of tiic comforts nnd even luxuries of hofne, when with only the 
allotments of Government procurable here, our hospital regimen of diet nnd ward- 
robe would indeed have been meagre. Permit me, for these, our gallant sufferers, to 
acknowledge the receipt, at your bands, of large supplies of bedding, clothings 
vegetables, fruits, and a varietv of those relishabic dainties so opportune to reflasb 
the cheeks made wan by the toils of this herculean campaign. 

“ I certainly believe Dial a number of lives have been saved in this hospital from 
the use of delicacies furnished by your Commissum. 

“Such tokens as these serve to fix yet firmer in the soldier’s breast the jewels 
he has preserved from the halcyon days of the post^tho grateful memories of 
loved ones far away. 

“ God bless the Sanitary Commission I • * • • ♦ 

“Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

"Gko. 1*. Luoas, 47th Ills., 

“Surg. Sd Div., 15th A. C.** 
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tal hospitals arc kept np, but the severer cases are chiefly sent to 
one of the other two classes. The three hospital transports coii- 

tinnc active in the removal of patients Northwards. 

* **■»** * 

“ The steamer City of Alton left with me eight half-barrels ale, 
two casks codfish (1,000 lbs. in all), one barrel butter, and 28 
sacks dried apples (130 lbs. to the sack) — all in excellent condi- 
tion, and very welcome. Since then 500 barrels of potatoes 
have arrived from Memphis, brought to tliat point from Cairo 
by the Dmileith. llie cause that prevented the Dunieitk from 
completing her trip has doubtless been explained to you. The 
potatoes arrived four days since. Tliey are all issued to-day. 1 
nave given them freely to the troops in camp as well as hospital, 
as I have done by previous lots since being here. It is impossi- 
ble to preserve large (juautities of them tor hospital consum]> 
tion exclusively. Besides, their value to the well is incomputi- 
ble. No happier hit has been made by the generous North 
than the sending of a surplus of vegetables to this army. They 
have done a vast amount of good, and elicited the liveliest ex- 
pressions of gratitude toward the numerous donors and the 
organization through whose instrumentality they were procured. 
The service rendered by the Sanitary Commission and Western 
Sanitary Commission since the arrival of the army in its present 

E ositioii, in assisting to supply hospitals with needed comforts, 
as been signally important and more than ordinarily appreci- 
ated. I enclose copies of a few of the lettere I have received 
from the recipients of these bounties, acknowledging their value. 
It would be no ordinary pleasure to me to be able to convey to 
tlie givers of these good gifts even a glimpse of the radiantly 
grateful looks I encounter in the hospitals from day to day, from 
those whom their gifts have blessed. A thousand times over I 
hear the expression, “ I wonder if they know how much good 
they are doing.” I wonder too. Unquestionably, the wide- 
spread labors of the Commission through its numerous branches 
and coadjutors were never so pervasively and thoroughly ap- 
preciated as now ; and this, it is not to bo overlooked, is partly, 
perhaps largely, due to the proximate success of the efforts 
to combine and systematize these labors. I may be re- 
garded as an interested witness in this particular, but I cer- 
tainly have the best possible opportunity to see and judge of the 
relative value of the two methods of distributing stores ; which 
may l>e designated the systematic and spasmodic. And I find 
it difficult to express my appreciation ot the one, and my abhor- 
rence of the other. Not an agent of the spasmodic class has 
been sent hither but has expressed to me spontaneously, after 
tarrying a few days, and with some enthusiasm, his convictions 
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of the superiority of system. I spend no more time arguing the 
question. I point to work and results. They arc patent and 
beginning to be known of all men. I must mention in this con- 
nection the highest official compliment I have hitherto received 
at the hands of tlie militarj' authorities. It consists of 100 tons 
of Government ice tumetl over to me for distribution. I asked 
General Grant, a few days since, for a barge and towage for the 
same, pledging him that the Sanitary Commission would load 
the barge with ice. He promj)tly acceded to my request. On 
returning to the landing I found the above cargo just arrived. 
Thinking perhaps that it would be unnecessary expense on the 
part of tlie Commission to purchase more ice immediately, I did 
nothing further about it. Day before yesterday an order came 
putting the cargo into my hands. This, together with nearly or 
quite as large a quantity in the hands of the Purveyor, m^es 
^e present supply abundant. 

“ Our issues nave been very large for the last month in all 
articles and items. We are now out of lemons, canned fruit, 
crackers, potatoes, pickles, crout, drawers and sheets. Nearly 
out of canned milk (24 cans on hand), running low in shirts, 
and, in fact, are growing deficient in all things save ice. But 
the effect for good has been commensurate with the activity of 
our issues. ' 

“ Complaints of the misuse of stores grow less frequent and 
more mythical. I make it a point to follow up every instance 
of it reported to me, and generally find accusation and accuser 
vanishing out of reach before the investigation is concluded. 
And where I find it otherwise, coini>etent authority is prompt 
in arresting the evil. I am disposed to think that the amount 
of waste occurring in this manner is too unimportant to deserve 
farther consideration. 

“ I have been occupied for the last week with such inspections 
as circumstances would permit of the troops engaged in the 
trenches. They are all clustered in the ravines and on the 
slopes of the hills descending from the city. A portion of the 
line now rests on tlie very slopes crested by the rebel works. 
The air in the ravines is most of the time still, hot and stifling. 
They live half buried in the ground for protection against the 
missiles of the enemy. The spritigs on the slopes and toward 
the summits of the hills begin to nag, and the principal depend- 
ence is now upon the water in the bottoms of the ravines. 
This naturally grows more and more impure from the drainage 
of extensive camping grounds, besides growing gradually less in 
quantity. In short, the surroundings of a large force thus situ- 
ated and occupied are decidedly unsanitary. No one expects 
this state of things to continue many days longer, however, and 


Digitized by Google 



137 


as die refiiments are successively relieved from time to time, no 
considerable mischief has yet resulted from it. On the other 
hand, sickness is increasing slowly, especialh’, infennit- 
tent fever and its allied ailments. This increase does not 
confine itself to troops in the trenches. It is doubtless in part 
but the consummation of effects that have been daily preparing 
from the commencement of the campaign. The e.xcitenient 
which has held the entire army up to such a key of resistance 
for these many weeks as to enable it to cope with both visible 
and invidble toes, is slightly on the decline. The men are sure 
of their prey. Nobody doubts for a moment the result. No one 
e.xpresses discontent or discouragement. Add to this the fact 
that an abnormal tension of brain and nerve must of necessity 
exhaust itself at length, and one almost wonders that the keen 
edge held so long. Men obey orders now with a patient rather 
than exultant courage. An order to storm would change this 
suddenly enough, but meanw'hile malaria and rather unwhole- 
some lodgings and unwholesome water (in many cases), are be- 
ginning to show their legitimate effects. I could not but notice 
that the men in the rifle pits and at work on the entrenchments 
wore a slightly jaded look, and were stimulated by their mo- 
mentous and perilous labors barely enough to exercise the neces- 
sary caution for thir own protection. All the points now worked 
by our forces are swept by the bullets of the enemy’s sharp- 
shooters. Every step of our advance is along trenches and 
covered ways. Entire protection is of course impossible. I 
should judge (although it is partly guessing) that titty men or 
BO are wounded daily. I went into the fort nearest the enemy’s 
works. It is a trifle less than fifty yards distant. A hurricane 
of bullets swept over our heads ince.ssantly, but no one at that 
time had been wounded there. The rebels are throwing shell 
much of the time from two mortars located so far behind their 
outer works as to baffle all attempts to dismantle or silence them. 
These shells do relatively little harm, as they appear to be thrown 
utterly at random. They fly for the most part completely over 
our line into the ncighhorhood of hospitals and headquarters. 
I have heard of but few casualties produced by them, and have 
witnessed but one. Hospitals that were annoyed by them have 
been removed to points of safety. 

“ I have neglected in former communications to speak of the 
Soldiers’ Lodge on the Sanitary tvharf-boat. It is not to be 
overlooked, for it is doing some good in a small way. Wo have 
entertained in it since the 1st of May, 15G soldiers, giving an 
average of two days’ entertainment to each. I have an excel- 
lent cook for it, and draw rations of the Government, supple- 
menting them with stores of our own. 
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“ Send ample supplies of 
emergencies : 

Canned milk, 

Dried fruit, 

Sour crout. 

Ale, 

Green tea. 

Lemons, 

Drawers, 

Shirts, 


following stores for coming 

Conccnt’d beef, 

Canned fruit. 

Pickles, 

Bromine, 

White sugar. 

Potatoes, 

Sheets, 

Soda crackers. 


the 


“ I have witnessed the action of bromine in the hospital under 
Dr. Weeks’ care, and am freshly impressed with its value. No 
one here except him has auy supply of this article, and he has 
but little left. Gangrene and erysii^ehis are somewhat prevalent 
amongst the wounded still left in the field. Most of the cases 
left, as you are aware, are those that could not bear removal. 
*■**»*■»*•* 

“II. A. Wakrineh, 

“ Inspector.” 


On the 11th of July, the Inspector again writes: 


• *»««'»«« 

“ I have received from an Indiana State boat, which arrived 
here on the ever memorable Fourth, 218 barrels, 45 boxes, 1 
sack hospital stores. The barrels contained potatoes, corn meal, 
and dried apples. The boxes were not invoiced — contents va- 
rious. The corn meal proves more acceptable than I could have 
anticipated. Dried apples are always in order. 1 have also re- 
ceived from the Metropolitan Police of New York city, at I know 
not whose suggestion, 50 boxes of lemons. Foi'ty-one of the boxes 
are in excellent order. No contribution could have been more 
welcomed, or more happily timed. We were out of lemons, and 
had been for some days ; and it is unnecessary to speak of their 
value. In many and many an instance their value has been that 
of a human life. Combined with ice, they make at this season 
an organic whole, worth — one may almost say — all other stores 
united. Ice we are out of. A barge load of it has just arrived, 
claimed as private property. It is already retailing at ten cents 
a pound. It is the only ice now in port. 

“ We arc now out of the following articles, in addition to those 
already named : Canned fruit, canned milk, potatoes, soda crack- 
ers, ale, wines, corn starch, codfish, pickles of all kinds, butter, 
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dried beef, eggs, cheese, cinnamon, pepper, allspice, all kinds of 
liouors ; all articles of firsfrate value and in constant demand. 
We are also out of sheets, drawers and slippers, also in constant 
demand. A supj)ly of sheets has accumulated at Memphis, and 
will bo here in a few days, making enough probably for current 
use. All other articles e.\cept those named as lately received, 
are running rapidly low. A'o doubt, however, replenishments 
will arrive before you receive this.” 

Abundant supplies coutinued to be sent forward every week, 
yet there never was a suqdus of the daple articles of “ Sanitary 
stores. The Dunleith, and the Alice Dean, were exclusively 
employed as Sanitary steamers.* Ice was sent down the riverg 
in barges by the hundred tons, and the Sanitary depots at Vicks- 
burg, Helena, Young’s Point, Memphis, and Cairo, were kept in 
ftill operation as places of distribution of every variety of “ sani- 
tary stores,” as well as deposits for accumulation. 

Dr. Hewberry thus summed up the amount of “ Sanitary 
stores” distributed in his department during the first five 
months of the year, (1863) : 

“Total number of packages to General Grant’s Army, 11,926. 

“ Since the battle of Murfreesboro, the shipments to the Army 
of the Cumberland have been by rail and steamer 8,300 pack- 
ages. Of these, 3,000 were barrels of vegetables, sent during 
the month of May. 

“ To the preceding sums should bo added the stores sent to 
"Western Virginia, Eastern Kentucky, to Bowling-green, Glas- 
gow, Paducah, aud Leavenworth, Kansas, altogether forming an 
aggregate of about 500 cases. 


* '* Ahtlrtet of (hipmenU of sanitary atom to the army of tho Department of 


the Tennessee (Oen. Orant’s), since January 1st, 1868 ; 

Pkgi. 

" By Sanilorv steamer Dunitilh, 8 trips 9,560 

By steamer ,9ir William H'allact I,-I02 

“ Ltbanon 1,100 

“ Alict Deem and others 1,676 

“ Jacob Strader 1,025 

" Atlantic, from New Albany 19 

" Making a total from January 1st, to July 1st, 1863 14,782 
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“Combining all these figures, we have a total of 20,726 pack- 
ages sanitary stores, distributed by the IT. S. Sanitary Com- 
mittee in tlic Western Department, since Januarj' 1st. These 
packages will average at least a barrel’s bulk each, and we shall 
give hereafter a tabular statement of their contents.” 

Dr. Newberry, the W estem Secretary states that — 

“ Immediately on receipt of the first news tlie heroic achiev- 
ements of General Grant and his noble compatriots, the various 
branches of the Sanitary Commission sent forward large sup- 
plies of stores for the relief of the sick and wounded. 

“ Pittsburg, whose Commission has from the hour of its estab- 
lishment, acted with great energy, forwarded five hundred 
barrels of potatoes, and many other choice stores, stimulants, 
&c. 

' “ Cleveland, the presence of whose noble Aid Society luxs been 

felt through its generous contributions, as a benediction, on 
almost every field of suftering since the war began, sent four 
hundred packages, — and Buffalo showed her earnest and pa- 
triotic spirit in a veiT timely donation. 

“ The Cincinnati Branch fitted out a fine steamer, the Alice 
Dean., with seven hundred packages and a full corps of surgeons 
and Tiurses. 

“ The New Albany Branch sent a liberal supply by the steamer 
Allantic. 

“ Davenport, Iowa, Quincy and Alton, Illinois, vied with each 
other in loading the Sanitary steamer Dunlciik, which at that 
time was on the Upper Mississijxpi, having gone there to obtain 
a cargo of stores. 

“ At Louisville, a public meeting was held under the auspices 
of the Kentucky Branch, and six thousand dollars were con- 
tributed by the citizens. The Governor of the State, through 
an admirable representative, J. T. Temple, Esq., paid a beautiful 
tribute to the U. S. Sanitary Commission, and expressed his 
desire and purpose to make it the medium of conveying tho 
State’s contribution to the brave soldiers of the Union. Tho 
Jacob Strader, the largest and finest boat on the river, was char- 
tered by Dr. Newberry, and most generously loaded with ice, 
vegetables, fruits, garments, and other things adapted to pro- 
mote the welfare of the sick and wounded. Dr. Andrew is in 
charge of her, assisted by fifteen surgeons. 

“ The Chicago Brancli acted with its usual promptness, and 
had a large contribution ready for the Strader on her andval at 
Cairo.” 

**«'****« 
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The total amount of “sanitary stores” which the Commission 
disbursed at Viejcsburg, and in its immediate vicinity, during 
the months of May and J une, was classified by Dr. Newberry, as 
follows : 


Groceries 1,882 pounds. 

Wines and liquorsl ,i)79 Dottles. 

Butter 3,557 pounds. 

Apple butter 30 gallons. 

Eg<rs 2,401 dozens. 

Pickles 2,376 gallons. 

Molasses 85 gallons. 

Sour crout 1,532 gallons. 

Potatoes 5,762 bushels. 

Ale and cider. . . .1,031 gallons. 

Ice 27,367 pounds. 

Crackers 6,898 pounds. 

Codfish 6,777 iwunds. 

Corn meal 2,485 pounds. 

Tea 532 pounds. 

Eelishes 301 bottles. 

Lemons 13,200 

IIosp'l furniture. 1,747 articles. 

Fans 2,347 

Crutches 65 pairs. 

Cots and niatt’.ses.. 190 


Spices 2,006 papera 

Comforts 1,.504 

Pillows 2,220 

Sheets 1,840 

Drawers 5,376 pairs. 

Towels, &c.,_. . . . .7,484 

Farina, &c 266 pounds. 

Sago, &c 1,044 pounds. 

Bed sacks 758 

Pillow cases 2,830 

Shirts 7,909 

Dressing goods.. 422 

Socks 2,453 pairs. 

Slippers 1,190 pairs. 

Cornstarch 275 pounds. 

Cloths and band’gs 50 barrels. 

Fruit cans 5,114 

Concent’d b’fcaus. 771 

1 tried fruit 16,430 pounds. 

Dried beef 888 pounds. 

Cond’sd milk cans 5,63 1 


These supplies were distributed to the regiments of fifteen 
States, and “ all the field and post hospitals, all the hospital 
boats, and many of the boats of the navy, have been recipients 
of these benefactions. Here, as heretofore, the cpicstion was 
never asked whether the State represented by the applicant con- 
tributed to the stores of the Commission : they were given 
freely wherever they were needed.”* 


* OoBURSEMESn rROM THC VlCKSBUtO DEFOT or SaMITAKT CoMMIUIOH DVIltNa 
THE MONTHS Ot Jl’LT AND AUatTST, 18G3 : 


Comforts 925[Shcets 

Bc‘J sacks 863, Drawers, psirs 

Pillows 2,lS7|Socks. " 

Pillow ctsH'S 3,68l|Slippers, “ 


7,189 

4,336 

.1,765 

. 814 
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Tlie momentous results of the eampaigTis in the Great V alley 
during the year 1863, the perils to which the Federal forces 
were continually exposed, and the practical hearings which the 
Commission’s work has had upon the work achieve<l by those 
forces, have imperishably associated the history of that work, 
and the people’s sympathy and aid, with the history, valor, and 
prowess of those armies. Such physical endurance and heroism 
as they arc exhibiting is one of the direct results of high hcaltli 
and improved sanitary care. "Wo shall again recur to the sani- 
tary service in this field, after we have brought up the narrative 
of similar work in other fields during the year 1SG3. 

With the transports that conveyed the forces of Major-General 
Banks’ Expedition to the Department of thcjGulf, the Sanitary 
Coramissoin sent Inspectors and Relief Agents with many thou- 
sand dollars worth of “ sanitary stores and subsequently, during 
the spring and summer, frequent and large shipments of supplies 


Dressing gowns. . 324 

Towels and h.'indkercbitfd 6,746 

Farina and Arrowroot, lbs. .... ..1,859 

Sago and Pearl Barley 078 

Fans 2,858 

Onions, bushels. 160 

Corn starch, lbs. 647 

Wines and Spirits, bottles 864 

Ale and cider, gallons 2,108 

Corn meal, lbs 14,656 

Lemons. ,12(300 

Mosquito bars 125 

}lu»|)ital furnilurc, articles 416 

Cans. Fruit 2,216 

Conc’d beef, lbs 8.755 

** milk, 4,651 

Crackers, Iba 1 9,6 1 9 

"etc. 


Dried beef, lbs 608 

Tea. Ibfl 1,045 

Sugar, lbs 4.455 

Dried Fruit, lbs 28.972 

Codtiskylbs 6,818 

Butter, lbs 2,282 

Other groceries, lbs 478 

Kgga, dozen 75 

Potatoes, bushels 1,834 

Helitbcs. bottles 861 

Rags and bandages, pkgs 783 

Pickles and krout, gallons 8,033 

Mustard, lbs 118 

Spices, papers 684 

L. syrup, bottles.. 965 

Ice, lbs 20,000 

P. cueinoQS. 281 

etc.” 


"The above articles were distributed as follows: To 17 Brigade, Division and 
Corps Hospitals; to 7 Post and General Hospitals; 2 Hospital Steamers; 25 ves- 
sels River Fleet; to the Pioneer and Signal Corps ; to liie Soldier’s Home and 
Christian Commission ; and to regiments from the following Stabs: Illinois. 35 
regiments; Ohio, 23; Iowa, 20; Missouri, 16; Indiana, 15; Wisconsin, 10 ; Ken- 
tucky,?; Mississippi,?; Michigan, 5; Minnesota, 4; U. S. Regulars, 4 ; New 
Hampshire, 2; Virginia, Pennsylvania, Mass.ichuselts, Maine, and Kansas, each 1 
regiment, besides detachments, <kc.” — [Sanitary Nor. 1st, 1863. 
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were sent to New Orleans ;* and before the end of the year, the 
Coiniiilssion had established in that city all those systematic 
methods of general and special relief, and sanitary service, which 
have been brought into such complete operation at AYashington 
and Louisville. 

Tlie records of the Commission’s work in the Department of 
the Gulf are yet unpublislied, but we are informed of the pres- 
ence and good service of the Inspectors and Relief Agents, and 
“ sanitary stores,” wherever the forces of that Department have 
moved. Whether along the river courees, the Teclic, and the 
bayous of the Attakapas and the Red River districts, or set 
do^vn to the relentless siege of Port Iludson, the Cominis.sion’s 
agencies and “ sanitary stores ” were always at hand. And 
during the autumn the means of sanitary aid and special relief 
were so enlarged as to bo adequate to every demand. Some 
account of the work in that Department will be given in sub- 
sequent pages. 

With each expeditionary force that has been sent to the Depart- 
ment of the Gulf, and to different regions of the Atlantic coast, 
the Sanitary Commission sent forward with the fleet of trans- 
ports a corps of Inspectors and Relief Agents, with ample in- 
voices of “ sanitary stores.” The first experiments in this way 
were made in connection with the great exjicditions of General 
Burnside, General Butler, and General Sherman, in 18C2 ; the 
results were of the most gratifying character, and similar 
results have followed all such expeditionary relief work since 
that period. And although it has thus far been an unnoticed 
and unpublished part of sanitary work, no branch of the Com- 

* The SanlUry Commission porchoacd and sent forward with the first transports 
of the expedition various supplies to the value of $11, ICO. Among; these were — 
flannel good.s, $6,477 96; beef juice, $1,000 ; lemonade, concentrated, $250 ; wines 
and stimulants, $373 &8; chocolate, $150 ; groceries, $590; medicines, instruments, 
and vaccine, $95 ; water beds, $86. The Woman's Central Association at the same 
time sent 110 packages, containing 15,854 articles. 
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mission’s aid has exceeded it in practical importance. But wo 
must omit in this place the details of sanitary aid to particular 
ex[>edition8. We proceed to notice the progress of the Commis- 
sion’s work in the several campaigns of 1863. These we must 
consider separately, for the movements of the several armies 
were distinct, and, in this third year of the war, the plans and 
service of the Sanitary Commission had become so methodized, 
and comparatively independent, in each of the annies, and in 
each campaign, that we can best continue our examination of 
the work fty following the course of the several campaigns. 


Sanitary Work in the Army of the Potomac during the year 
1863. — Though the forces in the East have enjoyed the peculiar 
advautaarcs of nearer observation from the Bureaux of the W ar 
Department, and, especially, of convenient bases of supply, there 
have been during the year 1863, many demands for such services 
as the Commission has been accustomed to render in that army. 
A watchful public bears testimony to the faithfulness with 
which the sanitary wants in the camps and hospitals here have 
been studied and supplied. The Army of the Potomac has 
always appeared to receive a full share of the Commission’s 
attention; and until the “Sanitary Reporter f and the “ Corw- 
tnixdon Bulletin f — the bi-weekly organs of its chief offices — 
appeared, recently, there was a prevalent erroneous impression 
that the Sanitary Commission’s labors and disbursements were 
being mainly ex-pended upon the annies in the East. But, as 
we have already endeavored to present the true features and 
proportions of the sanitary work in the West and South, the 
reader will hold us innocent of any such invidious comparison. 
The work is catholic ; it is Federal y and any person who will 
attentively study its methods, its spirit, and the records of its 
progress, will confess that its limitations or wants, in any field, 
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appear to have been the result of stem necessities or absolute 
impossibilities. 

The Army of the Potomac, after its terrible and fruitless con- 
flict to gain the heights of Frcdericksburgh, planted itself for a 
long winter upon the hill-sides about Falmouth, and, under ex- 
cellent administration of its Medical and Commissariat Depart- 
ments, was kept in high health until late in spring, when it 
marched forth to another most fearful battle with its old enemy, 
at Chancellorsville. "What share the Sanitary’ Commission had 
• in the care and the supplementary supply for our 25,000 
wounded men of the two great battles upon the Bappahannock 
need not here be dwelt upon in its details. The following facts 
show what kind of service the Commission undertook, and with 
what success its work was pursued in that army during the 
winter and spring of 18C3. 

Two Sanitary Inspectors and a Corps of Relief Agents were 
on duty in that army when General Burnside moved against 
Fredericksburg. The Elizaheth, a capacious sanitary supply 
steamer, of Peninsula fame, was lying in Acquia Creek, at the 
railway terminus, with its usual cargo of assorted “sanitary 
stores ” and battle-field supplies. Immediately the Inspector in 
charge ordered forward the requisite supplies to the field, and 
opened a d6pot near the Phillips House, opposite die scene of 
action. The Sanitary Relief Corps was largely reinforced from 
Washington, and the whole bmlness of supplementary aid was 
effectually systematized. Upon that occasion the organization 
and working of the Medical Department were more perfect than 
had been witnessed upon any previous battle-field ; yet the Com- 
mission had abundant opportunities for its peculiar work. The 
following extracts from an official report of relief work on that 
occasion, give a good idea of the manner in which it was per- 
formed by the Commission’s agents : 

10 
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****** II \ propeller was chartered, laden with 
stores, and with a special relief party, consisting of Dr. If. 6. 
Clark, Rr. S. C. Foster, Dr. Swalin, l)r. llomiston, Mr. Elliott, 
Mr. Abbott, and Mr. Walter, all connected with the Commis- 
sion, and, with Kcv. Mr. Channing, Mr. Paige, Jlr. Hall, and 
Mr. Webster, volunteers, I started at evening for the front. The 
regular force of the Commission stationed with the Army of the 
Potomac at the time of the battle, consisted of Drs. Andrew and 
Smith, Inspectors of the Commission, with Messrs. Haywood, 
Peverly, and Clampitt, relief agents ; Dr. Smith having accom- 
panied it in its march from Harper's Ferry and M arrenton 
Junction, and Dr. Andrew, the senior Inspector on the Atlantic 
Coast, being in general charge. Our floating depot, the pro» 
peller £/izaiet/t, with an cflicient crew and well provided with 
stores, was at the Acquia landing when the battle commenced. 

“ The regular party had been reinforced previous to our ar- 
rival by our Inspector, Dr. Brink, Jlr. II. 11. Furness, Mr. W. 
S. Wood, and Mr. Peck. Mr. W. II. Furness and Mr. Lamb- 
din joined us two days after. 

“ As soon as the movement for the crossing of the river was 
made. Dr. Andrew, Mr. AVood, and Mr. Clampitt proceeded to 
the front from Acipiia, visited the field hospitals on the Fal- 
mouth side of the river, which had been organized in anticipa- 
tion of a battle, and distributed several wagon loads of stores. 

“ After our forces had gained jXKSScssiou of the city, by the 
eucccssful crossing of the river on the 11th, these hospitals were 
abandoned and others established in the churches and dwelling- 
houses of the town, being nearer to the scene of the e.vpceted 
contest. This came on the 13th, and to these hastily prepared 
hospitals the wounded of that day’s fight were removed. On 
the following Monday these buildings were, in turn, vacated, 
and the wounded removed to the former field-hospitals on the 
Falmouth side of the river. 

»*****•» 

“ The scene at our field station was a busy one. Could the 
contributors to the stores and the treasury of the Commission 
have heard the fervent e.xpressions of grateful relief ; could they 
have seen the comfort which their bounty aflbrded our bravo 
wounded ; could they realize by actual intercourse with the 
wounded, the suffering from, for instance, cold alleviated bv the 
abundant supply of blankets which their bounty had provided ; 
could they have observed the change produced when the soiled 
and bloody garments were replaced by clean and warm clothing 
which they had sent, they would be eager to replenish our store- 
houses and keep our hands filled with the means to accomplish 
these purposes. 


Digitized by Google 



147 


“ Early Tuesday morning, the rain subsided, the sun appeared, 
and the weatlier became clear and cold. The woumled wore 
for the most part placed in hospital tents, upon a plentiful sup- 
ply of hay. ElanKets liad to repair the absence of stoves, which, 
by some singular mistake, had arrived in a condition not to bo 
used, the necessary stove-pipe not being included in the ship- 
ment. The supply in the hands of ithe run'eyor soon became 
e.xhausted from tne unusual demands made upon him on account 
of the severity of the weather. Fortunately we wore enabled to 
supplement his stores, and to answer his calls upon us from the 
reserve of 1,800 blankets, and over 900 quilts which we had 
sent forward. Many of these were employed in covering tlio 
wounded during the period of their transportation by car and 
steamboat from the held hospitals to the general hospitals at 
Washington. 

“ It is with a deep feeling of gratitude that I have also to re- 
port that the last sad office could be paid to the dead, with an 
approach to the ceremonies of civil life, through the stores 
placed by us at the disposal of the surgeons of the hospitals. 

“ Tlie comfort of the wounded, and the result of the treatment 
of their wounds, were materially affected by the change of cloth- 
ing provided by us. We had been able to get up to our field- 
station 5,642 woolen shirts, 4,439 pairs woolen drawers, 4,269 
pairs socks, and over 2,500 towels, among other articles. These 
were liberally distributed wherever the surgeons of hospitals 
indicated that there was a need. Certain articles of hospital 
furniture of which there was a comparatively greater want than 
of anything else, w'cre freely obtained by all surgeons at our 
station. * * * * 

««•«»«** 

“ In order to meet whatever demands may arise for the proper 
sustenance of the wounded while on this trying journey, Mr. 
Knapp, our special relief agent, was despatched from Washing- 
ton to Acquia Creek to provide suitable accommodations for fur- 
nl.shing food or shelter at that point. A kitchen was impro- 
vised upon the landing, and the first night meals were provided 
for 600 wounded brought down by the cars. Mr. Knapp waa 
cordially assisted in this humane work by several members of 
the Christian Commission who were present at that place. 
Through the cordial co-operation of the Quartermaster of the 
Port, Mr. Knapp had a building erected adjoining our portable 
storehouse, whicii affords shelter and a good bed to nearly 100 
every night.” 

So complete had the organization of the Army of the Fotomao 
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become, that disaster failed to demoralize its ranks, and during 
the long winter which that army spent on the rolling uplands 
between the Eappahannock and Acquia Creek, the men main- 
tained a high state of health, while being near the great base of 
supplies at AVashington, and also favored with excellent med- 
ical care, the demands upon the Commission’s relief depots were 
less than in other departments of the army. Still there wore 
great opportunities for the Commission’s aid. For example, not 
long subsequently to the battle of Fredericksburg tliere was an 
urgent demand for woolen socks, which the Quartermasters could 
not at the time meet, whereuiion the Commission furnished five 
thousand (5,000) pairs from the principal Sanitary depot at 
Acquia Landing ; these, in due time, were replaced by an 
equal amount of the same class of goods from the Quarter- 
master’s Department. Tiie Ijodge and central office of relief for 
that army, at Acquia, were also of vast benefit to the thousands 
of invalids who at that }X)int were transhipped to the steam- 
boats ; and during the four months of its continuance there it 
furnished lodgings to nearly four thousand persons, while im- 
mense numbers were fed and otherwise attended or aided while 
in transitu from the field to AVashington steamboats. 

The battle of Chancellorsville, and the military movements 
that followed, soon compelled the transfer of all the sick and 
wounded from the vicinity of the Rappahannock to AVashing- 
ton. This imposed some arduous duties upon the Commission’s 
Relief Agents at Acquia Landing and at AVashington; and 
at one of the wharves in that city those agents feel and other- 
wise aided, in the course of three days and nights, 8,000 of tho 
Bck and wounded, as they were landed fiom tlie steamboats. 

General Hooker having started in his pursuit of the Rebel 
forces that were marching to invade Pennsj’lvania, his rapid 
movement, and the prospect of a terrible collision of tlie two 
armies upon the borders of Maryland and Pennsylvania, made 
it necessary for the Sanitary Commission to anticipate the 
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wants of the prospective battle at several points along the route 
which our forces were occup^’ing, or hoping to occupy. Largo 
supplies of “ sanitary' stores ” were speedily dispatched with 
trusty agents to Harrisburg, Baltimore, and Frederick City ; 
and, while the ordinary staff of the Commission hastened for- 
ward with our forces, and kept up the “flying depots” along 
the right flank of the moving columns, wagon loads of supplica 
were dispatched to the troops that had gathered^ at H'drper’a 
Ferry', but the man in charge of that service was captured- with 
bis wagon and horses, and was detained in Richmond prison 
until the subsequent month of February. The “ sanitary stores ” 
at Frederick and at Westminster, in Maryland, found timely 
use, and as soon as our forces had reached the latter place, tha 
Commission sent forward its “ battle-field stores ” by the car- 
load daily’, until direct communication by railroad had been 
opened to Gettysburg from Hanover Junction. But pre- 
viously to this, and while hurry'ing forward with a Relief Agent 
and a load of battle-field relief stores. Dr. McDonald, the senior 
Insjicctor, was captured, with bis personal staff and the goods, 
by a company of Stuart’s cavalry, near Mech'anicstown, and was 
detained in Libby Prison until late in September. 

Other Inspectors and Relief Agents reached the field at a 
later hour, but the loss of valuable men and supplie.s was severely 
felt. Soon, however, the Commission’s usual battle-field system 
of relief was in full operation. What that system, and the ear- 
nest men and discreet women that worked on that field, accom- 
plished in bringing timely succor to the wounded, wc would, if 
space allowed, record in these pages. But such work, like tho 
patient and uidieralded toil and excellent skill of the army Sur- 
geons in the field hospitals after battle, must go mainly un- 
recorded, except in the hearts and memories of the thousands of 
bleeding and helpless sufferers who were the immediate recipients 
of such mercy and such skillful care. 
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A woman’s brief narrative of such work as women did and 
helped in doing, in “ Three WecJca at Geityshurg"* also a re- 
port (Document No. 66), published by the Commission, give 
some idea of the relief and aid rendered by the Sanitary Com- 
mission upon that memorable field. We quote the following 
passages: 

“ When the enemy was known to have crossed the Potomac 
in force, responsible and experienced officers of the Commission 
were stationed at Harrisburg, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and 


* The following parigraphs from ft woman’s story of the Relief work at Gettys- 
burg, show how ft /<rv chosen women in field-hospilalfl, and all woihen at home, are 
constantly aiding the Sanitary Commission and the soldier: 

* * • • ** The railroad bridge broken np by the enemy. Govern- 

ment had notVebuilt as yet, and we stopped two miles from the town, to find that, 
as usual, just where the Government had left off tlio Commission had come in. 
There stood their temporary lodge and kitchen, and hero hobbling out of their 
tenU came the wounded men who had made their way down from the Corps hos- 
pital. expecting to leave at once in the return cars. 

**This is the way the thing was managed at first; The surgeons left in care of 
the wounded three or four milos out from the town, went up and down among the 
men in the morning, and said, ‘Any of you boys who can make your way to the 
cars, can go to Baltimore.’ So off start all who think they feel well enough, any- 
thing being better than the * bospitaU,’ so called, for the first few days after a bat 
tie. Once Uie men have the surgeons' permission to go, they are off; and (here 
may be an interval of a day, or two days, should any of them be loo weak to reach 
the train in time, during which these poor fellows belong to no one, the hospital 
at one end, the railroad at the other, with far more than chance of falling through 
between the two. The Sanitary Commission knew this would be so of necessity, 
and coming in, made a connecting link between these two ends. 

“ For the first few days, the worst cases only came down in ambulances from 
the hospitals ; hundreds of fellows hobbled along as best they could, in heat aud 
dust, for hours, slowly toiling, and many hired farmers’ wagons, os hard os the 
farmers’ fists tbemselves, anu were Jolted down to the raili-oad, at three or four 
dollara the man. 'i'hink of the disappointment of a soldier, sick, body and henr% 
to find, at the end of this miserable journey, that his effort to get away. i»to which 
be had put nil his remainimr stock of stn'ngth. was useless ; that * the cars had 
gono’ or Mhe cars were full;’ that while be whs coming, others had stepped down 
Mforo hino, and that he must return nil the weary way back again, or sleep on the 
roadside till the next train ‘to-morrow I’ Think what this icou/d have been, and you * 
are ready to appreciate the relief and comfort that icai No men were tump'd 
back. You fed and you sheltered them just w’ljen no one else could have done so ; 
and oat of the boxes and barrels of good and nourishing things, which you people 
nt home have supplied, wo took all that was needed. fSome of you sent n stove 
(that is, the money to get it), some of you the beef st ock, some of you the milk and 
fresh bread ; and all of you would have been tbankful that you had done so, could 
you have seen the refreshment and comfort received through these things.” 
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Frederick, and a sj’Btcmatic daily commanication was establislied 
between the agents moving with tlie diflerent colnmns of the 
array and the central office of the Commission. Supplies were 
accumulated and held ready for movement at different points on 
the circumference of the sent of war, and care was taken to have 
aini>le reserves at the branch offices ready for shipment. With 
the fir.st news of the battle of Gettysburg, Westminster, the 
nearest point of railroad communication to the battle-field, was 
fixed upon as the point of approach, and authority' to run a car 
daily with the government trains to that station was obtained. 

“Two wagon-loads of battle-field supplies had been distribn- 
ted to meet deficicnccs in the stores of the surgeons, shortlv be- 
fore the battle eoinmeneed. These wagoiis returned to Fred- 
erick for loads, and two others, fully loaded, arrived from Fred- 
erick at the moment of the assault of Longstreet upon the left 
wing of the loyal army, and were driven under fire to reach the 
collections of wounded in its rear. As one of them came to a 
point where several hundred sufferers had been taken from the 
ambulances and laid upon tlie ground behind a barn and in an 
orchard, less than a thousand yards in the rear of our line of 
battle, on the left wing, then fiercely bng^ed, a surgeon was 
seen to throw up his anns, exclaiming, ‘ Here is the Sanitary 
Commission, now we shall be able to do something.’ He had 
exhausted nearly all of his sup[)lies ; aiid the brandy', beef soup, 
gouges, chlorofonn, lint and bandages, which were at mce 
furnished him, were undoubtedly the means of saving many 
lives.” 

********* 

“ Supplies having however, arrived at Westminster, "before the 
dose of the battle, a school-house centrally situated among the 
corps hospitals, was taken us a field d6pot, to which they were 
as rapidly as po.ssible brought by the three remaining wagons 
then on the ground, and from which they were rapidly distribu- 
ted where most needed. Eleven wagon-loads of special sup- 
plies were liere distributed to the coqis hospitals and to scatter- 
ing groups of wounded found in the field, before any supplies 
arrived by railroad. Additional means of transportation were 
at length procured from the country people, of whom also some 
stores were obtained, and a station was opened in the town of 
Gettysburg. On the Gth, the branch railroad to Getty.sbnrg, 
which had been broken up by the enemy', was so far repaired as 
to allow a train to approach within a mile of the town. By 
the first train which came over it after the battle, two car-loads 
of most valuable goods were sent by the Commission, and two 
or more wont by each succeeding train for a week. The 
wounded now began to bo brought from the field to the railroad 
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for removal to fixed hospitals elsewhere. As they arrived ranch 
faster than they could ho taken away, they were laid on the 
ground exposed to the rain, or to the direct rays of the July 
Bun, without food. This having been anticipated and provided 
for bv the Commission’s agents, in Baltimore, on the second day 
the Oomniission had a complete relief station, on a large scale, 
in operation, at the temporary terminus of the railroad. It con- 
sisted of several tents and awnings, with a kitchen and other 
conveniences. 

“ In the meantime, tlie movements of the anny and the pros- 
pects of another great battle on the Potomac, demanded the 
attention of the Commission. Six new wagons, with horses, 
were procured in Baltimore and Washington, and sent to Fred- 
erick, to which ])oint also supplies were forwarded by rail, and 
thence transferred by wagons to Boonsboro, where a house was 
taken and a dejK)t established on the same day that it was oc- 
cupied by General Meade. A house for a depot was also se- 
cured at Hagerstown as soon as the enemy retired from it. 
Supplies were at the same time sent by rail down the Cumber- 
land Valley, with wagons and horses for their further carriage, 
procured in Philadelphia.” 


The Relief agents who accompanied the moving columns to 
the field at Gettsyburg, reported their first labors as follows ; 


“Wednesday morning, July 1, and first day of the battle, we 
were informed, while at General Meade’s headquarters, by an 
orderly just airived from this place (Gettysburg), than an at- 
tack and !» battle were expected here that day, as the cavalry 
with the 1st and 11th corps had already reached this place. I 
left Mr. Iloag and our wagons in the train of headquarters 
(to which they had been transfeiTcd from that of the 12tli army 
corp.s), and rode to Litticstown, Pa., thence to this place, arriv- 
ing at ‘ Cemetery Hill,’ where a portion of our batteries were 
Bituated.” 

**•»»**** 

“All was quiet until four o’clock P. M., Thui-sday, when a 
heavy firing commenced on our left, where the ‘ rebs’ were try- 
ing a flank movement. As soon as the wounded began to come 
in, I started out with the wagons to distribute the stores. We 
reached five different hospitals, which were all we were able to 
find that night, and early in the morning three othen;, which 
exhausted our stores. We were just in time to do the most 
good possible, as the government wagons had been sent back 
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ten miles, and many of the hospitals were not snpplied with 
material sufficient for immediate use. (The hospitals supplied 
were division hospitals of the 1st, 2d, 3d, 5th, 11th and J2th 
corps.) 

“ On telling the surgeons that I was on hand vvith sanitary 
stores, I was almost invariably greeted with expressions like 
the following, ‘ You could never nave come at a better time,’ 
and once on mentioning sanitary stores, I received two hearty 
W'elcomc slaps on the shonlder, one from the medical director of 
the corps, and the other the surgeon of the division. 

“ Most of the wounded of this day's fight were carried into 
the churches and public buildings of the town, under the or- 
ganization of the first and cavalry corps, and were prisoners at 
tlie close of tlic day. 

“Tlie 3d and Ivth corps arrived during the afternoon, but too 
late to enter into battle. 

' Thursday, Jidy 2d, and second day of the battle. Tlie 2d 
corps arrived by the Taneytown road, below Cemetery Hill, at 
daybreak. The 5th corps arrived two miles from town, on 
the Baltimore Pike about ten A. M. One division of the Gth 
corps on the same Pike from ‘Westminster, at two P. M. 

“ The battle opened about -1 P. M. Found our wagons early 
in the aftenioon. As soon as the surgeons had decided upon 
the different points where the Corps Hospitals were to bo 
formed. Mr. Iloag moved the wagons to them at once, and com- 
menced to issue our stores, wliich consisted chiefly of concen- 
trated beef soup, stimulants, crackers, condensed milk, concen- 
trated coffee, corn-starch, farina, shirts, drawers, stockings, 
towels, blankets, quilts, bandages and lint. We hastened from 
one hospital to another, as rajiidly as possible, issuing to each a 
proportion of our stores, until the supply was nearly exhausted, 
when, upon consultation, it was dccidcdcd that I should start 
for the nearest point which a telegram could be sent to Wash- 
ington, ordering up more supplies. 

««« *«««» 

“ A car arrived at Westminster, Saturday, July 4, when Mr. 
Hovey procured three Government wagons, and that evening 
started with three full loads of stores, arriving early next morn- 
ing (Sunday) at the 1st, 2d and 3d Corps Hospitals. By your 
orders, I left Washington by the II A. M. train, July 4, arriv- 
ing at Kclay in time for the 2 P. M. train for M'estminstcr. 
Owing to a misunderstanding between the two conductors on the 
road, the trains waited for each other at cither end of the road 
BO that we did not get started from the Relay until 8 o’clock, 
Sunday morning, arriving at Westminster at 10 A. M., where I 
found Mr. Bacon in charge of the remainder of the car-load of 
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stores. About noon onr four-mnle team came in from Fred- 
erick, in charge of Mr. Gall. It was immediately loaded, and 
early in the morning I left with it, in company of Mr. Gall, Mr. 
Bacon still remaining in charge at 'Westminster. 

“ A school-house was taken on the Baltimore pike, near the 
different Corps Hospitals, and about three miles out Irom Get- 
tysburg, and from it our stores were thereafter issued, until the 
opening of the railroad permitted our reaching the field by that 
route, wlien, on Tuesday morning, July 7, a storehouse was 
taken in town, and the school-house closed. 

“ In the meantime, Mr. Hoag had been to Frederick with the 
two wagons, and had returned with full loads to the school- 
house, where the stores brought by him were issued. 

“ Mr. Hovey, after delivering liis loads to the three Corps 
Hospitals, returned to "Westminster and took three more loads, 
and Mr. Gall made a second trip witli the four-mule team, 
which took the remainder of the first car-load sent from Wash- 
ington.” 


Rev. Dr. Bellows, the President of the Commission ; Mr. 
Olmsted, the General Secretary, with other members of the 
Commission, repaired to Gettysburg, and to such points upon 
the routes connected with the field, as would best enable them 
to aid the work of sanitary relief. Dr. Agnew, aided by one of 
the associate secretaries, organized the Commission’s work in 
Gettysburg and the field hospitals, the Chief Inspector, Dr. Mc- 
Donald, who had previously been charged with that duty, 
having been captured wlien hastening to the battle-ground, as 
has already been mentioned ; and notwithstanding the delays in 
railway connections and transportation, and the interference of 
the enemy witlr valuable stores and assistants, a very complete 
system of succor was soon in full operation. The following 
account, from Dr. Douglas, the associate secretary, mentioned 
above, shows how the work went on : 

******* « 'pho 

temporary terminus of the railway was then over a mile from 
the town, and to this terminus crowds of slightly wounded men 
came, limping, dragging themselves along, silent, weary, worn. 
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The moment the ears stopped, the crowd of weary and wounded 
soldiers accumulated tlierc, indicated that point as a place fot a 
Kelief Lodge. I immediately had two of our largest tents, 
together capable of sheltering seventy-tivo men, pitched, stoves 
erected, and a lodge established. The wise foresight of Mr. 
Knapp had incluacd these articles among the first invoice. 
The two Germans, whose names I have unfortunately lost, 
volunteered as cooks. That night our tents were full, and we 
had the great satisfaction of not only affording shelter and 
attention to the wounded, but also supplying good nutritious 
food to those within our tents, and those who had taken refuge on 
the cars.” 

«««««««« 

“Another room, on Baltimore street, was, by permission, 
taken. The latter place, the store of Messrs. Fahnestock & Co. 
— the largest in the town — became the centre of the busiest 
scene which I have ever witnessed in connection with the Com- 
mission. Car load after car-load of supplies were brought to this 
place, till shelves and counter and floor up to the ceiling were 
filled, till there wa.s barely' a passage-way between the jnles of 
boxes and barrels, till the sidewalk was monopolized, and even 
the street encroached upon. These supplies were the outj»our- 
ings of a grateful people. This abundant overflow of the gen- 
erous remembrance of those at home to those in the army, was 
distributed in the same generous manner as it was contributed. 
Each morning tlie supply wagons of the division and corps hos- 
pitals were before the door, and each day they went away laden 
with such articles as were desired to meet their wants. If the 
articles needed one day were not in our possession at the time, 
they were immediately telegraphed for, and by the next train of 
cal's thereafter they were ready to be delivered. Thus, tons of 
ice, mutton, poultry, fish, vegetables, soft bread, eggs, butter, 
and a variety of other articles of substantial and delicate food, 
were provided for the wounded, with thousands of suits of 
clothing of all kinds, and hospital furniture in quantity’ to meet 
the emergency. It was a grand sight to see this exhibition of 
the tender care of tlie people for the people’s braves. It was a 
bit of home feeling, of home bounty, brought to the tent, put 
into the hand of the wounded soldier.” 
**»***■»* 

“The lodge, which -was established at the temporary terminus 
of the railway, on Tuesday, was continued there until Friday, 
when the burned bridge which had prevented the cars from 
running into town, was replaced by a new structure, and the cars 
resumed their regular runnings to the station. On Thursday, I 
had a tent and fly erected near the depot, in preparation for the 
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clianjre in the tcrminns of the road, and on Saturday the lodge 
out of town was discontinued, and the tents used there added to 
those near the depot. This second lodge was in successful oj>- 
eration on Friday, though it was not generally made use of till 
Saturday. 

“ Between Tuesday and Saturday noon, wo provided at our 
first lodge, good beef soup, coftec and fresh bread, for over 3,000 
Bligbtly wounded soldiers, whose injuries did not prevent them 
from walking to this point, while wo sheltered, each night, about 
fifty more serious cases, which had been brought down by am- 
bulance, and whose wounds required the attention of a surgeon. 
We were fortunate in having, during these days, the volunteer 
aid of Dr. Hooper, from Boston, who devoted himself to this 
latter work. Mr. Clark, from New Hampshire, Mr. Hawkins, 
from !Media, Pa., and Mr. Shippen, from Pittsburg, also lent 
tbeir assistance, and all these gentlemen materially aided us at 
this and at the second lodge, until it wiis fully organized. 

“ With the transfer of our material to town, the irregular or- 
ganization was changed to a permanent working basis. Dr. W. 
F. Cheney, who arrived on the 10th, was placed in charge of the 
camp. He brought with him seven a.ssistants, Mes.srs. Latz, 
Cooley, McGuinness, Chesebro, Blakeley, Sherwin, Freshener, 
from Canandaigua, N. Y. To these were added Mes.srs. Reisin- 
ger and Hall, from Baltimore, and four detailed soldiers. Cooks 
had arrived, a large shed for a kitchen had been erected, and 
full preparations were made for feeding any number. Every 
facility was granted us by the medical olHcers of the post, and 
by the commissary. Additional tents were erected, drains made, 
straw procured, and shelter prepared for 150 men. A store tent 
was placed near the hospital tents, and given into the charge of 
two Aew York ladies, whose long experience on the Commis- 
sion's transports, during the Peninsular campaign of last sum- 
mer, had made them familiar with all of the requirements of this 
camp. The cars stopped immediately in front of our camp, and 
distant but a few feet from it. 

“During the ten days subsequent to the establishment of this 
lodge, over 5,000 soldiers (Union and Rebel) received food cither 
in our tents or on the cars, and an average of over 100 remained 
iu our tents each night, and had their wounds dressed, and more 
or less clothing distributed to them. 

“ This lodge was continued until all the wounded capable of 
being removed, were tr.ansferred from the corps hospitals to the 
general hospitals of New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Har- 
risburg, and York. 

“ When the general field hospital was decided upon for the 
reception of all those whose serious wounds prevented them 
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from being removed, I asked for a place to be assigned ns in the 
plan, and before leaving Gettysburg saw two of our tents erected 
in tlie camp, ono for our stores, the other for the ladies wlio 
would be in charge. This design has been effectually carried 
out. 

“ Our plan of operation and our labore were in Gettysburg, as 
• the^ have been elsewhere, divided into those of inquiry and re- 
lief. 'Ihc latter, from our experience, was subdivided into 

f eneral and special relief, llie first of these was to be e.xtcnded 
y i.ssncs from our store-house directly to c-orps hospitals, in bulk, 
according to the ascertained necessities, and the latter took the 
direction of attending to those of the wounded — by far tho 
greater number — who, capable of being transported from tho 
field of battle, were daily removed, until only the more serious 
cases remained. I have already given the history of the store- 
house and lodge. The tabulated statement of the issues from 
the former, and the number assisted and relieved at the latter, 
will tell how well the organization worked. Few left the re- 
gion of Gettysburg without receiving some material aid from 
us, either in food or clothing. 

“ Our trained permanent corps rendered this work easy and 
immediate. This would not have been possible, in the same 
time, with a body of men unaccustomed to and ignorant of the 
work. The large number of volunteers who came to our assist- 
ance, under tho direction of those already familiar with tho 
work, fell readily into the line of duty, and soon became efficient 
co-workers.” 

“ Tho labor of inquiry required the daily visitation of the hos- 
pitals, consultation with the medical otticers as to the most 
efficient manner in which we could aid them, the character and 
quantity of the supplies most needed, the daily movement in tho 
population of the hospitals under their eonimand, with the char- 
acter and severity of the injuries, and all such information in 
relation to the disposition of the wounded as would assist us in 
making our preparations. 

“ I’eside the visits of inquiry to tho hospitals, a list of tho 
names and wounds of all the inmates of each hospital wa.« taken 
and forwarded to the office of the Hospital Directory in Wash- 
ington, and we held ourselves in readiness to attend to messages 
of iiHjuiry sent to us from any direction, in regard to any 
wounded man in these hospitals. This work was ]ierfomied by 
Mr. Dooley, from the Directory office. Messrs. Stille, Struthers, 
' Ilazlehurst, Dullus, Ecitler, and Tracy, from Phihulclphia, and 
Messrs. Ilosford, Myers, and Braman, from New York, a.«sisted 
in this labor as well as at the lodge, and in attending to special 
(lasos. 
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“ The duty of visiting the Confederate TTospitals was assigned 
to Ur. Gordon Winslow, who reported to mo soon after I 
arrived. Tlie following communication, addressed by him to 
me, will give briefly the result of his inquiries: 

' “ ‘ Gettysburg, July 22, 1863. 

“ ‘ Sir, — Agreeably to your instructions, I have inspected the 
several Confederate Hospitals in the vicinity of Gettysburg, 
and have indicated, on the accompanying map, the locality, 
division. General wlio was commamling, surgeon in charge, and 
number of wounded. 

“ ‘ It apj)cars that the aggregate of wounded, at the time of 
my visits, was 5,452, occupying some twonty-lbur (24) separate 
camps, over an area of some twelve miles. The wounds, in a 
large proportion of cases, are severe.’ 

“ The hospitals arc generally in barns, outhouses, and dilapi- 
dated tents. Some few cases are in dwellings. I cannot s])eak 
favorably of their camp police. Often there is a deplorable 


* Tlie hospital! Tisited by Dr. Winalov were aituated ai below, and contained 
the number of wounded ua indicated in the following tabic ; 


Location. 

0Aslit4)wn. . 

On Clmmbersburg Koad.. 
On Mumniasbui^ ** , 

In Penn. Collette 

Uuntemtown Koad 

DirUIon. 

....OenL Parinc*9 

.... ** Porclier’s 

.... Kbode's 

,,,, “ Heath's 

• . . . Joha^on's . . . . . 

Surjrcon. 

Dr. Ward 

No. 

. 171 
. 700 
.. 800 
. 700 
. 311 
. 60 

Fairfield Koad Part of Gent John^on'e 


. 136 

*4 SI 



. 259 

/ « “ 



. Ill 

4< 4t 



. 700 

U <4 



. 516 


Total 


. . 5,452 


Tlie number of wounded, in addition to thoeo reported by Dr. Winslow, whose 
wants — beyond those that a beneficent Gorernment cared for — the Sanitary Com- 
mission was anxious to supply, con be stated briefly as follows; 


First Corps (2 portions) 2,519 Union, 260 Confedcrales 2,779 

Second " 3.500 “ I.OiK) “ 4,600 

Third " "..tOO " 2i50 “ 2,550 

Fifth “ 1,325 " 75 " 1,400 

Sixth " 800 “ SOO 

F.leventh " 1,800 " 100 •* 1,B00 

Twelfth " 1,006 " 125 ■' 1,131 

Caralry ** 300 •' SOO 


Total 13,060 1,810 


14,880 
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want of cleanliness. Especially in barns and outhouses, vermin 
and putrid matter are disj^istingly oftensive. As fast as means 
of traiispertation can be had, those who are capable of being re- 
moved will be placed in more comfortable quarters. Some 
hundreds are being removed daily. Every provision is made 
by the Sanitary Commission for their comfort during their stay 
at the Depot Dodge, and those who are placed directly in the 
cars are furnished wholesome food.” 
*«**«**« 

“ The labor, the anxiety, the responsibility imposed upon the 
Burgeons after the battle of Gettysburg were from the jx)sition 
of affairs, greater than after any other battle cf the war. The 
devotion, the solicitude, the unceasing cflbrts to remedy the 
defects of the situation, the untiring attentions to the wounded 
upon their part, were so marked as to be apparent to all who 
vi.sitod the liospitals. It must be rememberea that these same 
ofticers had endured the privations and fatigues of the long 
forced marches with the rest of the anuy ; that they had shared 
its dangers, for one medical officer from each regiment follows 
it into battle, and is liable to llie accidents of war, as has been 
repeatedly and fatally the case ; that its field hospitals arc often 
from the changes of the line of battle, brought under the fire 
of the enemy, and that while in this situation, these surgeons are 
called upoTi to e.\ercise the calmest judgment, to jierfonn the » 
most critical and serious operations, and this quickly and con- 
tinuously. The battle ceasing, their label’s continue. While 
other officers arc sleeping, renewing their strength for further 
efforts, the medical arc still toiling. They have to improvise 
hospitals from the rudest materials, arc obliged to make “ bricks 
witliout straw’,” to surmount seeming iinpo-ssibilities. The work 
is unending, both by day and night, the anxiety is constant, 
the strain upon both the physical and mental faculties, unceas- 
ing. Thus, after this battle, operators had to be held up while 
performing the operations, and fainted from exhaustion, the 
operation finished. Onu completed his labors to be seized with 
partial paralysis, the penalty of his over-exertion.” 
«***•««« 


Upwards of twenty thousand wounded men remained upon 
the field, and ns Dr. Douglas has justly remarked, the medical 
Btaft' was overtasked by the demands of the occasion. Day after 
day and night after night, the Commission’s work of succor and 
aid was e:ttcnded to all these wounded men, and to tho medical 
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officers sucb assistance was alwa 3 ^s welcome. And wlien all the 
wounded that could safely be removed, had left the field hospi- 
tals by tlie railway and ambulance trains, and the remaining 
patients had been gathered to the great field hospitals at Camp 
Lettcrman, on the hills east of Gettysburg, the Sanitary Com- 
mission established its more permanent and systematic methods 
of relief at that place, the veteran Inspector, Dr. Winslow, re- 
maining in chxrge of that service. The amount of “sanitary- 
stores ” supplied by the Cotninission up to the time of that re- 
organization of the field hospitals was very large, notwithstand- 
ing the extraordinary munificence of the Goveimmcnt and the 
authorities of the various Northern States, that sent agents and 
material aid to the field. By definite advices from the medical 
department the Sanitary Commission was enabled to supple- 
ment the more urgent wants of hosj)ital8, -while by the facilities 
which its system of labor, and its command of the means of 
transportation, and of the markets in Baltimore .and Philadelphia 
gave its Relief Agents, sanitary supplies of the most delicate 
and perishable nature, as well as aU ordinary stores, were fur- 
nished in unusual abundance.* 


* Tl)c following is a statement of the quantities of the principal articles clistri- 
Luted by the Commission to the wounded upon the field at Gettysburg, the first 
four weeks after the battle : 


Of Articles of Clothing, etc., ttu. ; 

Of Drawers, (woolen) 6.310 pairs 

** ** (rollon) 1,833 pairs 

** Shirts, (w«»olcii) 7.158 

** •* (cotton) 3,260 

** Pillows, 2, 114 

** Pil It»w CAse.s, 2C4 

** lied Hacks, 1 ,630 

** Blankets. 1,007 

8hfets, 274 

*' Wrappers, 608 

** Handkerchiefs, 2,659.... 

" Stockings, (wotden) 3,560 poirs 

** (cotton) 2,25Spnirs.. 

** Bed utensils, 728 

** Towels and Dapkios, 10,000. • 


Estimated Value. 

... $9,292 60 
... 1,833 09 

... 14,316 (>0 
... 3,266 00 

... 1.268 40 

... l05 GO 

... 8.463 73 

... 8.021 00 
... 274 00 

... 1,493 00 

... 819 08 

... 1,780 00 

... 451 00 

... 182 00 ' 
... 1,500 00 
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The Commission’s work at Gettysburg did not cease until the 
last of the wounded had left “ Camp Letterman.” On the 17th 
of November— four and a half months after the battle, the last 
car-load of mutilated men took its departure for Pittsburg in 
the railway ambulance. 

The army of the Potomac had turned southward, and im- 
mediately following the great battle of Gettysburg, the Sanitary 
Commission set about preparing for any emergencies that 
might occur from collision^, as the forces pressed on after 
General Lee ; and in expectation of an attack upon Lee at 
'Williamsport, Md., the Commission made largo preparations, 
both in stores and agents, with a fixed dejxjt at Boonsboro’, and 
wagon-trains for field-work. Dr. Agnew superintended these 


Of Sponges, 2.300 . • $330 00 

** Combe, l.&OO 60 00 

“ Buckets, 200 76 00 

** Soap (Co4tile) 250 pounds. 50 00 

« Oil silk, 300>srds 226 00 

** Tin baslne, cups, etc., 7,000 700 00 

“ Old linen, bandages, etc., 110 barrels. 1,100 00 

” Water tanks, 7. 70 00 

** Water coolers, 46 280 00 

Bay Klim and Cologne Water, 226 bottles.. 112 60 

Fans. 3.000 146 00 

** Chloride of Lime, 11 barrels 99 00 

** Shoes and slippers, 4,000 pairs 2,400 00 

** Crutches, 1,200 480 00 

** Laiitom*, 180 90 00 

** Candles, 360 pounds 70 00 

** Ciineas, 300 r^uare yards 860 00 

** Musquito netting, 648 pieces 810 00 

** Paper, 2H7 qniree 28 70 

** Pants, costs, hats, 169 pieces... 96 76 

« Plaster, 16 rolls 4 00 


0/ AriicUt of Sutlenanct, viz. : 


Of Fresh poultry and mutton, 11,000 pounds 

** butter, 6,430 pounds 

“ ” eggs, (chiefly collected for the occasion at farm-houses in Penn- 

sylvanin and New Jersey,) 8,600 dozens. 

** ** garden vegetables, 675 bashels, . . • 

“ ” berries, 48 bushels 

“ “ brcail, 12,000 loaves 

“ Ice, 20,000 ponnds 

*' Concentrated beef soup, 3,800 pounds 

** ** milk, 12,600 pounds 

11 


t1,640 00 
1,286 00 

l,T0O 00 
387 60 
72 00 
646 00 
100 00 
8,800 00 
8,126 00 
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preparations. The promptitude with which the means of sani- 
tary relief were placed within easy reach of the army as it 
moved, and the improved methods that were adopted before 
our forces re-crossed the Potomac, have been mentioned in 
previous pages. 

The history of sanitary work in the four or five other 
Grand Divisions of the Army, during and subsequent to the 
period that has just passed in review, in reference to the Poto- 
mac Army in its campaign that culminated at Gettysburg, is 
full of instructive interest ; therefore, to each of the campaigns 
South and West we must devote a separate section of this nar- 
rative of the Commission’s work. But before taking up the line 
of our narrative of sanitary work in these important campaigns, 
wo must record an event that occurred soon after the Gettys- 


Of Prepared farinaceoas food, ?|000 pounds $700 00 

** Dried fruit. 8,600 pounds 860 00 

** Jellies And conserres, 2,000 jars 1,(K)0 00 

** Tamarinds, 760 gallons. 600 00 

** Lemons, 1 IG boxes. 680 00 

Oranges. 6 boxes. 280 00 

** Coffee, 850 pounds 272 00 

** Chocolate. 881 pounds 249 30 

Tea. 42G pounds S83 40 

** White sugar, 6,800 pounds 1,166 00 

** Sjrups, (lemon, etc.) 786 bottles 696 26 

Brandy, 1,260 ^ttlea 1,250 00 

*• Whiskey, 1.168 bottles 700 80 

Wine, 1.148 bottles 861 00 

Ale, 600 gallons 180 00 

** Biscuit, crackers, and rusk. 134 barrels... 670 00 

** Preserved meats, 600 pounds 126 00 

** Preserved fish, 3.600 pounds 720 00 

** Pickles, 4'iQ gallons. •••. 120 00 

** Tobacco, 100 pounds 70 00 

** Tobacco pipes, 1,000 6 00 

** Indiiin tneal, 1,621 pounds 40 50 

*• Starch, 1.074 pounds. 76 18 

<< Codd^th, 3.848 pounds 260 36 

*' Canned fruit, 682 cans. . 436 60 

*f ** oysters, 72 cans.. 86 00 

** 3rsndy peaches, 308 jars, 803 00 

** Catsup, 43 jars. 11 00 

*' Vinegar, 24 bottles 3 00 

** Jamaica ginger, 43 jars 37 25 


Total $74,838 62 
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bnrp; battle, and wliich, in the history of the Commission’s work, 

>9 associated with that period. 

Early in the month of September, Mr. Feedeeick Law Oi.m* 
BTED resigned his position as General Secretary of the Commia- 
sion. From the commencement of the work, in June, 1861, 
Mr. Olmsted had devoted himself most assiduously to the duties 
of organization and superintendence of the plans and the means 
by which the great purposes of the Sanitary Commission were 
to be accomplished. While the several members of the Com- 
mission gave to the councils of the Board their best efforts, and 
also accepted such special duties as occasions required, to Mr. 
Olmsted, as the General Secretary and representative of the 
Commission at Washington, was assigned the very responsible 
duty of methodizing, co-ordinating, and engineering the whole > 
work, so far as the Central Office could determine and guide the 
Commission’s affairs. 

For more that two years the first General Secretary had given 
to this work of oi^anization and superintendence of the Com- 
mission’s work his greatest energies and all the skill and power 
of his remarkable genius. How faithfully and successfully ho 
followed out and elaborated those grand designs that had been 
conceived during the early councils of the Commission, are 
abundantly testified by the machinery and the working of the 
various departments of the Sanitary and Relief service witnessed 
in our annies to-day. 

Mr. Olmsted liad attentively studied the material and social 
causes of the Rebellion, and as a tourist he was familiar with the 
Cotton States and the back country through which the Federal 
forces must make their way to the ultimate triumphs of onr 
national cause ; and, whether judged by his pre-rebellion obser- 
vations and writings, or by his efforts and influence in the Com- 
miasion’s preventive work and relief-plans in his office as Gen- 
eral Secretary, his purposes and his influence have justly been 
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regarded as being most emphatically national, loyal, humane, 
and ennobling.* 

In thus alluding to the invaluable services and extraordinary 
genius of the first General Secretary of the Sanitary Commission, 
tlie labors and qualifications of other members of the Commission 


* The following paragrftph, from a morniog paper, upon the departure of Mr. 
Olroated (oa new field of labor, rendera an appreciative tribute to bis character 
and public labors ; 

**Mr. F. L. Olmsted aails to dnjr for California, where be ia about to assume 
• the position of Manager for the Mining Company whidi has recently purchased the 

blariposa estate from General Fremont. Bis loss will be felt keenly in the Fast, 
Dot only by troops of warm and admiring personal friends, but by the public, which, 
for more than seven years, be has served with a fidelity fur which, in our day. U 
has almost ceased to look. It U leas than ten years since he wrote the remarkable 
aeries of letters, which he afterwards republished in the volume known as the 
Btaboord Slave StattM^ and which, followed by the Jaumey Tltroityk the Back Coma* 
fry, and the TVzaj ./oun<e.y, have, perhaps, done more to influence public opinion 
touching the social and economical results of slavery than all the rest of the iimu* 
merable publications put together, which this absorbing controversy has called 
forth. In fact, they may be said to have settled at least the economical side of 
the question iu the eyes of all reflecting men here, as well as in England, where 
the bitterest enemies of the North still quote Mr. Olmatcd’a statements as 
conclusive proof.** * • * • * 

He left the Park to become General Secretary of the Sanitary Commission at 
the outbreak or the war. How well he discharged lliis mission of mercy, thousands 
on thousands of the victims of this great struggle can testify.** « • • 

* • ♦ ♦ “ITie war has furnished many noble chapters to history, 

but in the noblest one of all — that which records the volunteer effurts of the imtiuu 
to lessen the sum of its misery^Mr. Olmsted's name, and those of his coadjutors of 
the Commission, will appear in ahining letters.’*~A*rw York Daily 'Ihnet. 

Tim following resolutions, respecting the resignation and the labors of the 
First General Secretary, were adopted by the Sanitary Commission, at its session in 
Washington, October, 1863 ; — we copy from the published Minutes of the Board : 

**Tbe President communicated the previously announced resignation of Mr. Olm* 
ated, AS General Secretary, and os a member of the Commission, and ofiered resolu* 
tions expressive of the feeling of the Commission, viz. : 

** Reriohed, That this Board accepts the resignatioo of Fred. Law Olmatod, os 
General Secretary, with profound regret. 

** Rexolved, That from the beginning of our enterprise, the organizing genius of 
Mr. Olmsted, trained by rich experience in other large ond successful undertakings, 
has been a chief source of whattrver merit has characterized ttie operations of the 
Sanitary Commistion ; and that we find our consolation in tho loss of his peraonnl 
services, in the fact that bis plans and ideas are so ineffaenbly* stamped on our 
work, that wc slmll continue to enjoy the benefit of his talents and the inspiration 
of bis cliaracicr, ns long as the Commis^ioD lasts. 

** Reifivedt 1hat these resolution’s be transmitted to Mr. Olmsted, with a letter 
expressive of our warm peiaonal attachment, and an earnest expression of our wish 
that he will withdraw bis resignation ns a member of the Board. 

*' The resolutions were adopted, and the President was requested to prepare the 
letter referred to.” 
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are not depreciated or overlooked ; nor can the faithfiil and self- 
eacrificing services and excellent skill of the Sanitary Insj)cctor8 
and Relief Agents be the less esteemed because the scheme of 
their united labors and counsels was committed to the organizing 
and guiding hands of the General Secretary. The marked suc- 
cess, and the constantly increasing extent of sanitary works in 
the army and hospitals during the jMjriod that has elapsed since 
Mr. Olmsted resigned service in the Central Office, prove how 
intelligently and how devotedly the entire Commission and each 
subordinate officer have appreciated tlieir individual responsi- 
bilities. 

To proceed ; during the summer and fall the Sanitarj’ steam- 
boats continued tlieir transportation of “ sanitary stores ” upon 
the Western rivers; the Hospital Train continued its merciful 
errands upon the railways of Kentucky and Tennessee; and 
the Hospital Directory at Louisville, the Homes, Lodges, Sup- 
ply Dejxjts, and Offices for Advice and Aid, at Cairo, Tx>uis- 
villc, Nashville, and else^vherc, continued tlieir beneficent 
operations.* 


* The following ii a condensed •tatemeiit of Sitpplu* ditlrUuttd 6y tke U. S. Sak> 
■TART CoMMUSioK m (As Wt$t€ru Dtparlm4Mt, to Stpttmbor lot, 18S3 ; 


BIDDIXO AXD CLonnxa. 


Blankets 13,40t 

Bodlicka 26,!I77 

Boots and Shoes, pain C82 

Comforts and Quilts 40,139 

Coats, Bants, and Vests 9,382 

Drnwers, pairs 113,329 

Dressing-go vns 12,610 

Hsrelocks 1,8C4 

Hats and Caps 891 

Mattresses 716 

Uittens, pairs 9,7C4 


Mosquito Bars, 


Neck* Ties 


Night Caps 


Pillows 


Pillow Casas 


Sh««ts 

... 92.067 

Shirts 


Slippers, pftirs 


Soelia, ** 


Straw, bales 


Towels sod HsfldkerckieCi. . • 



HOSPITAL ninxnvaa axd suROEONif soppurs. 


Adbesitre Piaster, jards 1,298 

Arm Keats 1,249 

Bags 1,863 

Bathing Tubs II 


Bandages, Comp's and Lint, lbs . 229,948 


Bedsteads 

Beds, Kestber 

Bed Pans 

Books and Pampbicts. 
Brooms 


83S 

9 

389 

233,000 

388 


, Dly ‘ ' :-V Cj'Ii \‘-;k 
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Sanitary Work ai C^ickarnauga and Chaitanooga . — With the 
forces that moved upon Tullalioma and towards Northern 
Georgia, at the end of summer, the Sanitary Commission sent 
forward its agents and supplies. On the first of September, Dr. 
Newberry reported to the Commission as follows : 

'****“ All of the regiments comprising this 
army, I believe, without exception, have received careful special 
inspections, the inspection retunis having been forwarded from 
time to time to the Central Office. I am happy to be able to 
Bay, that their sanitary condition is now, and has long been, re- 
markably good. The percentage of sick is as low, if not lower, 




639 


80t> 

Candles, lbs 


2, ,306 : 

Lamp CKls, galls 

ISO 

Candlesticks 


no 

Lumber, feet 

... 118,000 



246 


20 

Chairs 


429 

Kniree and Forks, pain, ,, , 

... 1,838 

Clocks 


6 

Matches, gross 

18 

Combs and Broshes . , , 


2,683 

Mats, Door 

... 43 

Conking Store* and Furniture. 

10 

Matting Cocoa, yds 

190 

Bani^es 


2 

Mops 

163 

Coffins 


28 

Oakum, bales 

... 6 



118 


... 380 



442 


6,000 



766 


. . . 27 861 

Cups and Saucers.... 


291 

Pitchers 

119 

Cushion, and Pads... 


63.142 

Spittoons 

641 

Crutches, prs ........ 


3,321 

Spit Cnp, 

... 1.825 

Desk. 


26 

Sauce Pans 

... 100 

Dippere 


81 

Scissors 

48 



lOB 


. . . 4,602 

Tables 


63 

Splints 

... 120 

Table Cloths ........ 


822 

Spoons 

. . . 2,504 

Tin Cup. 


6,852 

Sponges, lbs 

2*t> 



8C2 


... 8 

Enrelopes,. 


26 ,on» 

UrinsU 

... 318 

Eye Sh'ulei 


3.860 

Waah Basins 

... 1,100 

Fans 


12,600 

Waoh Tubs,. 

.. 10 

Furnaces 


9 

Wash Boards 

13 

Hatchet. 


41 

Washing Machioes 

9 

Lampe 


48 

Tin Plates 

... 4,018 


AinCLCS 

or ntcT AKn nmcacisa. 


Ale and Cider, galU. . 


11,584 

Bread, lbs.. 

... 10,304 

Apples, bush 


1.386 

Broma. lbs 

200 

Apple Butter, galls.. 


2.1 6'i 

Butter, lbs 

... 41,197 

Arrowroot, lbs.. 


8,551 

Crackers, lbs 

... 102,014 

Barler, Ibe 


10,204 

Cnens, lbs. 

456 

Beef, Dried, lbs 


18,210 

Ohocolate, lbs 

... 98 

Beef, Con’d, lbs 


83,878 

Chickens 

.... 4,114 

Beane, buah 


21J 

Cbkkmi, earn 

... 90S 
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than in any other army, and protective measures, such as the 
policing of camps, &c., are so thoroughly observed that little ia 
left to desire in that respect. 

“ By reference to the accompanying schedule of disbursements, 
it will be seen that the amount of supplies furnished to the Army 
of the Cumberland has been very large (over 10,000 bushels of 
vegetables alone since Jan. 1st).” * » * 


Arid from Inspectors in the field messages like the following 
were continually received at the Secretary’s oflSee ; at the same 
time that officer was as constantly ordering to the front “ sani- 


Coffo«, lb€ «... 2.009 

Coffee, Con’d, lbs 105 

Com Meal, Ibe. 23,119 

Cheeee. lbs 12.113 

Cora Starch, 1^ 8,253 

Corn Drte<l,lbi 644 

Cskee and Cook'e, lbs. 4,204 

Cranberriee, bueh. 5^ 

Cateup, bot. . 1,889 

Codfiab.lbs 62,862 

Ei'ge, dos.. . • •• 87,688 

Farina, Ibe, ^8,344 

Fifpi, lbs " 60 

Flour, bbla.... 87 

Fruit, Preserved, caos. 103,130 

Fruit, Dried, lbs 497,365 

Qelatine, lbs.. 81 

Groceries, Ibe 61,614 

Grapes, 11 m 1,650 

H«ips, lbs... 395 

Herbs, lbs 1,602 

Herrings, boxes 25 

Halibut, boxes. 4o 

Honey, lbs 682 

Hominy, lbs. 640 

Horse Itadish, bot.. 674 

Hams, lbs... 9,314 

■tee, Ions 270 

LemoDs, boxes 837 

Lemon Syrup, bot 2.698 

Milk. Con’d, lbs. 46,807 

Mustard, lbs....*..... 1,866 


Maccarooi| Iba 160 

Mackerel lbs.... 50 

Oat Meal, lbs. 1,378 

Oranges, boxes .............. . 98^ 

Oysters, cans, 1 .094 

Onions, bush .................. 8,835 

Peas, Split, bbis 2 

Pepper, Ground, lbs.. 768 

Pepper Sauce, bot 2,078 

Pie Plant, boxes • . 61 

Porter, bot 1,008 

Potatoes, bush 49,141 

Pickles, gals. 28,678 

nice, Iba 8,872 

Raisins, lbs 25 

Sago, lbs. 2,608 

Salt, lbs 1,170 

Sardines, boxes 44 

Sausages, lbs.. 427 

Sour-krout. gals 8,780 

Shoulders, IIa 4,160 

Spice, lbs 68 

Strawberries, qts* 898 

Sugar, lbs 26,068 

Syrup, gals. 688 

Tapioca, Iba. 1 ,469 

Tea, lbs 8,008 

Tosst, boxes 78 

Tobacco, Ibe.. 1,804 

Tongues, 238 

V'inegar, gals 1.614 

Wines and Spirits, bottles 86,390 


[Miscellaneous articles omitted for want of space.] 

A careful estimate of the cash value of stores known to have been distributed 
bv our agents in the Western Department during the past two years, fixes it at 
TWO MILLION TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTV THOUSAND DOLLARS. 
The expenses attending their distribution have been TDiRTr-rirt tboitsano zkjllax^ 
or one and onc’half per tent, upon their valuatioD.»-/9aAitary Reporter, Dee. 1st; 
1863. 
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tary stores,” and whatever could be pushed forward for the re- 
lief and benefit of the so'diers: 


“ Tollamoma, * * * * 

* * * * “Ilaving procured transportation on 

the 11th inst., I came to this place with a car load of assorted 
stores. Arrived here at two o’clock P. M. ; had some difficulty 
in obtaining storage, and was so much delayed in waiting for 
detail and transportation from depot, that it took me till in the 
night to get my stores secured under cover. I was worn out. 

**«*««* 

* • * “ Ilaving supplied the hospitals (both gen- 

eral and regimental) about Tullahoma as well as my limited snj>- 
ply would permit, I sent this morning, on the telegrmdiic requests 
of the Meaieal Directors, a wagon load each to Thomas’ and 
McCook’s corps, and, on the requisition of Dr. Bache, Aswistant- 
Medical Director of the Army, a small load to Hospital No. 1, 
at Winchester.” * * * * 

«««*«»« 

* * * “In my walk around the camps, I could not 

overlook the filthy and unhealthy condition of the town recently 
evacuated by the rebels. It is the dirtiest, nastiest (no other 
word will express it) place I have ever been in. I can scarcely 
imagine any kind of tiltli, or any combination of vile stench, 
which is not found hero. A small stream, filled with carcasses 
of mules and horses, washes the town. 

“The riTer Rhine, to nil 'tie known, 

Wnehee the city of Cologne. 

Bat who can tell what pow'r Dirine 
Cno erer wneb the neer Rhine t“ 


“ I have presented the importance of this subject strongly to 
the A. A. General, to the Provost Marshal, and to the sur- 
geons.” 

Thus’the Commission kept up its methodical sanitary care in 
the camps and along the line of march, supplying, until the 
army of the Cumberland confronted the concentrated rebel 
forces upon tlio bloody field of the Chickamauga, on the 19th, 
20th, 21st and 22d of September. During all the proceeding 
weeks of the army’s toilsome march over the mountains, tho 
Commission’s agents had been massing its battle-field suppliea 
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and “ Battle- Reserve Stock,” at Nashville and at Stevenson, and, 
the day previous to the commencement of the conflict, the Chief 
Inspector, Dr. A. N. Read, reports to the Western Secretary as 
follows : 

“ Chattanooga, September 18. 

“ We are expecting a general battle. Dr. Bamuin came last 
night — was very energetic in getting through. Mr. Crary came 
yesterday moming with seven loads of stores. Mr. Redding and 
his companion were left at Bridgeport, expecting to come on as 
soon as possible. They are wanted now at Bridgeport and 
Stevenson more than here. I shall tiy to communicate with 
them to-day by telegraph. Stores designed for this place must 
be sent to Bridgeport at once, so as to be ready for the trains. 
They can be stored in tents, which have been furnished to us. 
We are practically farther from Bridgeport than Bridgeport is 
from Louisville, and regard ourselves as exceedingly fortunate to 
get goods through as we have.” 

***»*♦*« 

In compliance with orders from the Commission, addi- 
tional and large supplies were hurried forward from Stev- 
enson, while that temporary depot was being daily replen- 
ished from the permanent depots of Nashville and Louisville.* 


* Io«p«ctor Reed bad presaed forward with the moving columna, and from 
CbalUnooga be wrote as followa, oa the 10th of September; 

• •••••••••• 

” Between thia and Bridgeport we bare pnaeed, la all the army traina have, two 
high moontain ridgea over almoat impaaaable roeda ; ao bad, indeed, that we can 
hardly hope for much tranaportatlon tor our atorea until the railroad ia again re- 
paired or a eteaiuboat ia put upon the river, and thia will not be done for aomo 
weeks. 

“ All things indicate that thia mual he our headquarters as soon as we can ob- 
tain atorea. The aick cannot be sent back until that time, and we can send for- 
ward but little, I fear. 

" The health of the army in the 6eld is so fiir good, but the men cannot endure 
long nil they have to bear without increasing the sickness, 

•• There are good hoapital accommodations here — good buildings built and va- 
cated by the rebels. The sick must be sent here, and I ebnll do all I can to bring 
stores forward. We are liberally supplying with onions, potatoes, milk and beef, 
and, so fur os ia needed, with clothing, the general field hospital at Stevenson and 
two large convalescent camps, one at Hridgeport and one at Cowan, in which there 
are many sick. After this there will be comjmratively few sick at Nashville, and 
I think that Chattanooga will be to ns a center of work ns Nashville baa been.’’ 

• •••■•aeaaa 
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The nigged steeps of the Cumberland Mountains, and the ob- 
structed transportation of their over-crowded and rocky roads, 
did not keep back those sanitary trains. The first train, 
however, after the battle, comprising seventeen wagon-loads 
of “ sanitary stores ” for the wounded, was mercilessly destroy- 
ed by rebel raiders in a mountain pass.* Ten loads had 
previously reached the sufferers at Qiattanooga ; and thus writes 
Dr. Andrews, another Sanitary Inspector : 

«««*»««« 

“ These stores constituted almost the entire dependence of 


* Ttie Relief Agent et the temporary dipot of "lanitaiy stores, " at Stevenson, 
Ala., soon after ibe battle, thru mentions the wants and the means of succor at 
that station : 

• • • • • • • •• 

" Large supplies of vegetables were obtained from the garden at Hurfrreaboro’, 
including potatoes, sweet-potatoes, tomatoes, etc., in abundance, and such other 
articles as were required from the Sanitary Rooms. 

" Receiving word from Dr. Andrew at Chattanooga, who was in temporary 
charge nf the general work in the department, to report at that place, I rode 
through from Bridgeport on the 3d by the courier route expecting to find our rooms 
full of stores. But they were entirely empty, our men were living on hard tack, 
bacon, and cuffea which could be purchased only a few rations at a time of the 
commissary ; horses and men all on short rations, and hard tack fast becoming a 
luxury. A train of about 400 wagons bad been destroyed on the second, and 
with It, our seventeeu wagons and all other trains temporarily stopped. About 
this time, the last of our wounded were sent in from the rebel hands and were in 
want of all things. Some of them were without shirts, a few without any cloth- 
ing whatever, the most fortunate with tom clothing, begrimmed with dirt and 
clotted witli blood. I purchased at the only army clothing store in town a few 
shirts (all I could obtain) and gave them to the must needy. Upon the 6tb, I re- 
ceived notice that eight wagon loads of stores were on the way, and on the 7tb, 
procured an order for twenty wagons more to report at our rooms in Stevenson 
to bring forward stores. 

“ The work of procuring transportation, I found beset with many and unlooked- 
for difSculties. The loss of a large train and the interruption of communication 
bad produced some confusion; the army was short of all supplies, and the res- 
ponsible officers of every department were clamorous for transportation. At the 
same time, it was evident, that the wounded men left here, numbering about 1,400, 
must be saved, if at all, bv feeding them, and they must have something better than 
army rations. The sick also, nf whom there are many, not an unusual number, 
stand in almost equal need of better articles of diet. By eniraging to ship for the 
present only articles of diet fur the sick and wounded, 1 have secured a train of 
forty wagons to be run constantly under our supervision in bringing stores from 
Stevenson, as long os the necessity shall exist, or until river or radroad communi- 
cation is opened." 

• ••••••••a* 
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the hospitals at CliattanooM until the Tuesday and Wednesday 
Buccecdinp the battles. On those days trains containing por- 
tions of the Medical Purveyor’s stores reached the front ; thus 
furnishing another instance of the necessity of indcjxjndent 
medical transportation. 

“ On Monday the 21st, partly because of the pressing necessities 
of the hospitals, partly because of possible military contingencies, 
the order was given to distribute all the Sanitary and medical 
stores on hand among the hospitals, and by Tuesday evening the 
Commission’s rooms wgre cleared of their contents, and were oc- 
cupied W our wounded men. Those who had not fallen into the 
hands of the enemy were made measurably comfortable.*” 

The Chief Relief Agent, Mr. M. C. Reed, under date of Sep- 
tember 24th, reported as follows : 

«*«**»#« 

“ On Saturday, the 19th, the general engagement commenced 
and continued, suspended at intervals, while changing positions 


* Tbe following tdditiooal extract from the aame loapector'a report, preaeata at 
once a trutlifnl riew of the difficulliea and the aealouaenergj in tlie work : 

• •*•••*••«• 

**Tbe wounded are generally doing well, and bear with patience the priTationa 
which appear unaToidable ; but a generous aupply of edibtea snitable for sick and 
wonndea men is indispensable to their recovery. I trust a supply of these arttclea 
will be ready at Stevenson to hll at any time, tbe twenty (20) wagons and as often 
as they can make the trip, nnd if more than that are accumulated there, we will un- 
dertake to get them through. Iliere ia a demand also for Sannel shirts and 
drawers, sheets, blaoketa, etc., which, while the present pressure continues, we 
cannot forward in the " :>anitary train." But let them be accumulated without 
stint at Stevenson for we hope that coBmunicatiun by the river and by railroad 
will soon l)« opened, and I Igive requested the surgeons here, while waiting for 
that event, to make requisitions at every opportunity, for articles of the bitter de- 
scription, upon the Agent at Stevenson, ana in that way, a very fair supply can be 
got through by ambulances and hospital wagons. 

*' As you are aware, the occupation of tbe railroad for many days in transport- 
ing and tbe subsequent raids upon it between Stevenson and Nashville, stopped 
for some time, the receipt of stores at Stevenson. The same events caused an un- 
expected accumulation of sick at the latter place, calling for large issues of sani- 
tary stores there, leaving only enough to fill fifteen of tbe wagons ordered to re- 
port there. These are now on tbe way. and we look fur their arrival PMiiorrow, 
the 14th. And as the 2^ wagons constituting our train, have probably already re 
ported at Stevenson, where wo suppose there are now abundant supplier, we are 
in a measure relieved of anxiety, and anticipate a constant and tolerably abundant 


ive to-day received a note from Rev. 0. Kennedy, who is aiding in our 
work, that he has rea«^hed his post on the west aide of the mouoUuo and pitched 
the tents for tbe Mountain Lodge." 
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or falling back, throughout Saturday, Sunday, Monday and 
Tuesday. During this time, there was no opportunity of mak- 
ing even the briefest memoranda, and the events, of wliich I am 
giving you this hurriedly written narrative, may not all be de- 
tailed in the order of their occurrence.” 
*«•*«««« 

“Not a great many wounded were sent back on Saturday, 
but on Suno^ay they came in in numbers, fur beyond the ability 
of all of the medical officers to provide even tolerably for their 
comfort. At the request of the medical director, Dr. Baruum 
took possession of two largo blocks, cleared out the rooms, fitted 
them up temporarily for the wounded, supplying them with 
clothing, bandages, and edibles from our rooms, procured and put 
up stoves, dressed the wounds of those most requiring immediate 
assistance, and superintended tlie providing and cooking of ra- 
tions for the men. All of the rooms were soon filled, and by 
his untiring eflfortsfrom 1,500 to 2,000 were rendered tolerably 
comfortable. On Sunday, I visited all of the hospitals and tem- 
porary resting places for the wounded, notifying the officers in 
charge of the location of our rooms and the nature of our sup- 
plies, asking them to send for everything we had, so far as it was 
needed. Keturning late in the evening, I found a large church 
on Main street wliere services had been held during the day, 
and saw that the steps were crowded with wounded men. En- 
tering the church, it was found filled with a congregation from 
the battle-field, crippled with every variety of wounds, with no 
medical or other officer in chaise, without food of any kind, 
without water, and without even a candle to shed a glimmering 
light over their destitution, silent worshippers in the darkness, 
patie it unmurmuring martyrs in a noble cau.se, apparently de- 
serted W all except Iliin in whose sanctuary they had taken re- 
fuge. 1 immediately carried concentrated beef to the residence 
of Dr. Simms, near the church, a resident physician of rebel 
sympathies, but a generous, warm hearted man, m whose office 
we had some days before fopnd quarters, and where my brother 
superintended the preparation of soup, while I bought candles 
and a box of hard bread, had them carried to the church, and 
procuring water, distributed it for the thirsty. Never before 
had I so high an appreciation of “nature’s sweet restorer, 
balmy sleep.’’ 

“ Two-thirds of the occupants of the church, some with shat- 
tered arms, and some with other ghastly wounds, were sleeping 
quietly upon the scats and the floor, unconscious of their many 
wounds. The soup was brought and distributed to the 
wakeful, and my brother and Dr. Simms commenced dress- 
ing the wounds, and continued their labors till sheer e.x- 
haustion compelled them to desist. The waking men pro- 
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vided for, the sleeping were allowed to sleep in peace. I re- 
ported the condition of these men to the medical director, and 
medical officers were put in charge of them, and in the morn- 
ing u chaplain took charge of vegetables and other oatables which 
I sent from the rooms, and suj)erintended the preparation of food 
for the men. At this time, Monday, the streets were completely 
blockaded for their whole length with army wagons, as an order 
had been issued on Sunday for the whole train to be sent across 
the river. This was done apparently to avoid confusion, and 
to save the train if our forces should bo compelled to evacuate 
the place. The only means of crossing was one narrow pontoon 
bridge, and for two days the trains tilled all the streets. Onr 
stores were needed everywhere, but nobody could get to our 
quartere. After applying to several headquarters, I procured an 
order for three army wagons to rejmrt at onr rooms for the dis- 
tribution of stores. And hastily riding to the diiferent hospitals, 
obtained approximately the capacity of each, the number of the 
inmates, and the nature of the articles most needed. The usual 
answer, however, to the question, ‘ What do you need most I’ 
was, ‘ Everything,’ a comprehensive, but almost literally a truth- 
ful answer. Returning to the rooms, 1 gave general directions 
to Messrs. Redding andLarrabee, who superintended the loading 
of the wagons, and piloted each one when loaded through the 
dense mass of teams to its destination. At first sight, an ap- 
parently hoi)ele83 undertaking', but the words, ‘ This wagon is 
loaded with stores for your wounded comrades, can you make 
room for it to passl’ operated like magic everywhere, and in no 
single instance did I find a driver who did not promptly and cheer- 
fully open a way for the supplies, and that, too, tlirongh streets 
where there were three, four, and five parallel trains, the drivers 
all eager to reach the pontoon bridge first and secure precedence 
in crossing. In this way we succeeded in getting a good sujqily, 
a full wagon load each to the seiiunary building and old rebel 
hosjiitals on the hill, to the old rebel hospital near the Gritch- 
field Hotel, (now called No. 2), to the Critchfield Hotel, where 
there were about 1,500 wounded, to two churches west of the 
Critchfield house, to the Presbyterian Church, and to three 
blocks of buildings on Main street, and to the officers’ hospital 
in a large brick building, cast of Main street. 

“ This work left no time forgathering statisties, no time to 
get the names of the hospitals, or the number of the inmates, 
even had the-surgeons had time to give their names or make out 
registers. Clerks were busy at the latter task, but in no ])lnco 
had they completed their labors. This work consumed the day 
and my strength, but I felt that my health was good, and with 
a few hours rest could start afresh. I determined to remain if 
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the place slionld he evacuated, and if allowed to do so, make out 
a register of the wounded who were left behind.” 
««'»««*** 

“ If, when this reaches you, the telegrams from the front ad- 
vise you that we still hold Cliattanooga, my advise would bo to 
send of all supplies as large quantities as possible, for I believe 
that already this battle is one of the bloodiest of the 
war. Our loss must already be greater than it was at 
Stone River, and I do not believe the rebels will fall back before 
our re enforced army witliout another desperate straggle. 

“Among the stories distributed at Cliattanooga, especial 
mention aught to be made of a box of excellent ‘ arm-slings ’ 
from the Aid Society in Pittsburg. Though not as many as the 
arms needing such a support, they were valued beyond price by 
every man who secured one, and were in every respect a valu- 
able article.” 

«-«»*»«*« 


Hastening back to Stevenson to push forward the “ sanitary 
stoi-es,” of which our men stood in perishing need, about the 1st 
of October, this energetie Relief Agent reported as follows : 

*«*'»««« « 

“ Every department of the army at Chattanooga is suffering 
for the want of supplies, and the problem for those in charge of 
transportation, is how to dispose of it, and apportion it so as to 
do justice to all. At such a time constant watching, and an im- 
portunity which does not offend, is indispensable, in order to 
secure any transportation for us. 

“ Under the circumstances, I think we are having good suc- 
cess in getting our stores through. 1 think a large accumula- 
tion here is desirable, as soon as we can secure transportation 
by rail, that they may be pushed on to Chattanooga ny every 
means possible. 

“ As soon as our army is sufficiently re-inforced, a battle may 
be expected, exceeding the recent struggle in the number of 
wounded. If the rebels fall back and the battle is postponcnl, 
Chattanooga will become the base of ojierations, and of supplies, 
and the larger sujiply we can get the better.” 


The loss of seventeen large wagon loads of most valuable 
“sanitary stores,” at the hands of AVIiceler’s rebel raiders, im- 
mediately after the last of such supplies at Chattanooga had been 
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exhausted, -was sorely felt at the time ; hut that disaster gave 
additional energy to the Commission’s efForts to push forward 
still larger quantities, and to prepare, if need be, for still greater 
losses. But the formidable difficulties of transportation from 
the railway terminus at Bridgeport over sixty miles of steep 
mountain passes, requiring several days for a single trip, with 
army trains, miles in length, obstructing all hurried efforts in 
the forwarding of “ sanitary stores,” rendered it necessary for 
the Commission to multiply its resources of relief at or near the 
field in every possible manner. The situation at Chattanooga 
was eminently precarious, no less in a sanitary than in a military 
point of view. For weeks after the battle, the forces subsisted 
on half rations, and hard ones at that, while the wounded and 
the sick were in great need of hospital delicacies and an anti- 
scorbutic diet. 

It was no fault of the Medical Directors, that the patients in 
hospital suffered thus,* and until the enemy could be driven 
back from the river and the railway between Stevenson and 
Chattanooga, neither the Sanitary Commission nor the Medical 
Department could do more than they actually did to succor the 
men in the hospitals about Chattanooga. As rapidly as possible 
the wounded men who could bear transportation were removed 


* The Chief of the Relief Corps, Mr. M. C. Reed, writing from StereDson, on 
the river, says : 

• • • • “ We are able to provide for those who get through to 

the railroad what is needed in addiiiuo to government supplies, but it is «j<sfntiMl 
that large quantities of nil the usual articles be shipped through to ChattancKigo as 
fast as possible. There the destitution and suffering have been, and mu?>t. for some 
time be very great Yet, you most not construe what 1 write here, or hare writ- 
ten above, ns an implied censure of the medical officers of (he army. I know how 
persistently the Medical Director of the Army labored to procure t-ransporiation 
for bis supplies, and bow ready he was to aid us in procuring trnnsportation. 1 
know abo that war is and must be cruel, and. situated as our arn)y was before 
Chattanooga, even Biercv to the wounded required that the army, yes, and the 
horses, should be fed, ulthongh tbe wounded suffered until the battle was over. 
Over roads, the difficulties of which no one will appreciate until he has tried them, 
supplies had to be carried for men and horses whose strength and endurance ahme 
could save all of the wounded from the hardships and destitution which tbe 
wounded prisoners would encounter at the hands of rebels.” • • • • 
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over the^mountains, in ambulances, and on foot, to Bridgeport 
and Stevenson, and so onward to Nashville, Weary, exliausted, 
and famishing with liungcr, the ceaseless trains of those disabled 
men, as they wended their way down the ravines of the Sequat- 
chie towards the town of Jasper, halted at a row of tents which 
the Sanitary Commission erected there and christened as the 
“ Soldiers’ Home.” That Mountain Lodge was like an odds 
in the desert,* and it will live in the life-long rcmerabranco 
of hundreds whose sufferings were assuaged there. 


* We append the following from the Cincinnati Gazette : 

“ CixciNNATi, October 81. 

Ed^ Gnsette,~Tt is not unfrc^uently stated that the contributions made bj 
our l enevolcnt citizens to the United States Commission seldom reach those for 
whom tlie donations were really intended. Such statements have a tendency to 
diminish public coufiJcnce, and retard the operations of the Commission. I desire, 
in a public manner, to testify to one act of the Sanitary Commission, done nt a 
time nnd plucc to fully testify to the indispensable beoe6ts that institution baa 
done to our suffering men. 

“ On the 24th insU, I came down tho cheerless and horribly muddy road leading 
down the valley of Sequatchie, from Chattanooga to Stevenson. Major Welsh, 
of the 1 8th, WAS with me, and in an ambulance we had Lieut. D. B. Carlin, a brave 
and valuable officer of tho 18th, who was slowly recovering from a severe wound 
received at Chickamauga. 'Hns officer was vet totally helpless, and bad been sent 
out from the field hospital with less Ihnn a day’s rations to accomplish a match of 
four day*. The country on tins route affords nothing for the subsi^tance of either 
man nr beast. In this emergency I knew not what to do. The officer, as well at 
the driver of the ambulance, and the officer's attendant, were likely to suffer 
severely. 

"At a point just eight miles above Jasper we espied, on the river bank, three or 
four hospital tents, and near by a few smaller tents ; and riding up to one of those, 
we discured a small placard, with the words, * Soldiers' Hume ’ on it, and we ro- 
joiced to discover the jolly countenance of the kind-hearted chaplain of the 101st 
Ohio Volunteers, now doing detached duty as agent of the Sanitary Commission in 
this isolated spot, for tlie boticfit of the sick and wounded soldiers iking sent to the 
rear. 

" We stated our case, and were liberally supplied with fruit, crackers, tea, <tc., 
die., with a good bottle of (he best of ale (Walker's best), and were kindly urged 
to remain and partake of a warm supper. 'i'hH invitation we were reluctantly com* 
pellcd to decline, on account of the lateness of the hour, and the necessity existing 
to reach Jasper. Hiis is only one of a thousand similar instunces occurring daily 
everywhere along this line. The fact that this aid. so much needed, reached us 
when sj unexpected, made an impression on my mind. 

" Let me urge the people to continue (heir generous donations. Tlirough this 
source more aid is rendered us tliao through nil otiicrs combined. This conduct 
of Uie agents has been such as to improve rather than dimiaish confidence. 

“ Yours, 

" C. H. GaosviNoa, 

” Lieut, CoL 18th 0. V. L" 
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Tlie severely wounded that had been left in the hands of tho 
enemy on the fields of the Chickaraaiiga were soon permitted to 
return in the ambulance trains that had been sent out under fiag 
of truce ; yet there were but few of them that could endure tlio 
journey over the mountains. One of tho Kelief Agents writes 
from Chattanooga, the middle of October, as follows : 

«»«** ««» 

“ The wounded are generally doing well and bear with pa- 
tience the privations which appear unavoidable ; but ageneroua 
Bupidy of edibles suitable for sick and wounded men is iudisiicn- 
sable to their recovery. I tnista supply of these articles will bo 
ready at Stevenson to fill, at any time, the twenty (20) wagons, 
and as often as they can make the trip ; and if more than that 
are accumulated there, wo will undertake to get them through. 
There is a demand also for flannel shirts and drawers, sheets, 
blankets, &c., which, while the present jircssure continues, we 
cannot forwarward in the “ sanitary train.” But let them be ac- 
cumulated without stint at Stevenson, for we hope that commu- 
nication by the river and by railroad will soon be opened, and I 
have requested tho surgeons here, while waiting for tliat event, 
to make requisitions at every opportunity, for articles of the 
latter description, upon the Agent at Stevenson, and in that 
way, a very fair supply can be got through by ambulances and 
hospital wagons. 

“ As you are aware, the occupation of the railroad for many 
days in transporting, and the subsequent raids upon it between 
Stephenson and Nashville, stopped for some time the receipt of 
stores at Stevenson. The same events caused an unexpected 
accumulation of sick at the latter place, calling for large issues 
of sanitary stores there, leaving only enough to fill fifteen of the 
wagons ordered to report there. These are now on the way, 
and we look for their arrival to-morrow, tho 14th. And as the 
20 wagons constituting our train, have probably already reported 
at Stevenson, where we suppose there are now abundant sup- 
plies, we are in a measure relieved of anxiety, and anticipate a 
constant and tolerably abimdant supply.” 


In the Sanitary Reporter we find the business of supplies to 
tho wounded at Chickamauga during the first ten days suc- 
ceeding the battle, summed up as follows : 

12 
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»*««*««» 

* * * •* “It ■was for some time impossible to 

get forward the whole, or even a considerable portion of the 
‘Battle Reserve Stock,’ which had been accumulated at Steven- 
son and Nashville, especially the latter. Transportation was, 
under the circumstances, simply impossible, and was acquiesced 
in as one of those distressing necessities incident to a state of 
war, particularly where the theatre of operations was at so great 
a distance from the base of supplies. With provident care the 
Commission had accumulated a large stock of the articles which 
long experience has shown to be necessary after a battle, as near 
the theatre of operations as was consistent with safety. They 
were pushed forward as rapidly as the other exigencies of the 
military service would jiennit. That they have been useful no 
one can doubt after reading the testimonials of the Surgeons in 
charge of the various hospitals, which may be found in another 
part of this number. 

“ The following table will show what the Commission has at- 
tempted since those battles. The ‘ Reserve Stock,’ and much of 
that which has been shipped since, has gone to Stevenson, and 
as largo a proportion as possible has been forwarded to Chatta- 
nooga : 


^Disbursements from the NashvVle Depbt, U. S. Sanitary 
Commission, to the Wounded of the Battles of Chickamauya, 
to Oct. 1st, 1863 : 


Battle Reserve. 


“Blankets 89 

Bedticks 300 

Bed Spreads 

Comforts and Quilts ' 695 

Coats, Pants, and Vests 395 

Drawers, pairs 1,369 

Dressing-gowns 458 

Mittens, pairs 265 

Night Caps 57 

Pillows 1,827 

Pillow Cases 2,881 

Pillow Ticks 

Sheets 440 

Shirts 10,163 

Slippers, pairs 468 

Socks, pairs 3,674 

Towels and llankerchiefs 6,252 

Arm Rests s 199 

Bags 75 


Additional. 

12 

301 

10 

230 

175 

5,554 

107 

4 

683 

1,191 

102 

061 

3,448 

J07 

413 

5,039 

59 

107 
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Bandages, lbs 

Bed Pans 

Books and Pamphlets, &c. . 

Bowls 

Brooms 

Buckets 

Candles, lbs 

Candlesticks 

Combs and Brushes 

Compresses, lbs 

Coffee Pots and Tea Pots . . 

Chambers 

Cushions and Pads 

Crutches pairs 

Eye Shades 

Fans 

Envelopes 

Hospital Furniture, articles 
India Rubber Cloth, yds. . . 

Lanterns 

Lint, lbs 

Kettles (32 gals, each) 

Matches, gross 

Moiw 

Kails, lbs 

Pincushions 

Spittoons 

Rags, lbs 

Pans 

Scissors 

Soap, lbs. 

Spoons 

Sponges 

Stoves and Furniture 

Stationary, reams 

Tin Cups 

Tin Plates 

Wash Basins 

Baskets 

Camp Chests 

Camp Stools 

Camp Kettles 

Coffee Boilers 

Soup Boilers, large 

Ale and Cider, galls 

Apple Butter, galls 


7,1C7 

315 

20 

2,545 

6,458 


5 


48 


27 


40 


23 


288 

4,185 

588 


15 


19 


1,023 

55 


102 

18 

2,495 

2,500 

105 

95 


8 


1 

200 

28 


5 


3 


24 


5 

1,344 

180 


46 


983 


35 


30 


143 

« . 

123 


36 


3 


5 


343 

50 

394 


99 


12 


1 


13 


27 


4 


1 

600 

400 


4 
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Arrowroot, lbs 


Beef, Dried, lbs 

Beef, Concentrated, lbs 4,826 

Butter, lbs 150 

Croekers, lbs 

Cocoa, lbs 

Citric Acid, lbs 

Corn Meal, lbs 

Cheese, lbs 103 

Corn Starch, lbs 

Codfish, Ibe 344 

Eggs, doz 72 

Farina, 11)8 

Fruit, Preserved, cans 800 

Fruit, Dried, lbs 3,800 

Groceries, lbs 

Herbs, ll» 200 

Jelly and Shrub, qts 


Lemons, boxes 

Milk, Concentrated, lbs 2,707 

Flustard, lbs 

Prunes, boxes 

Oj’sters, cans 

.Onions, bush 188 

Pepper, Ground, lbs 

Potatoes, bush 397 

Pickles, rails 26 

Baisins, lbs 


Tamarinds, lbs 
Spices, lbs 


•-”■ 8 “'. 

Tea, lbs 46 

Toast, lbs 

Tongues, 

Vinegar, galls 480 

Whi^y, Got 

Wine, bot 692 

Blackbeny Cordial, bot 


80 
190 
205 
1,375 
433 
4,597 
140 
20 
175 
281 
208 
2,000 
205 
260 
' 793 
4,395 
34 

91 

16 

1 

5,712 

3 

10 

480 

377 

11 

723 

201 

20 

100 

25 

12 

1,811 

878 

14 

48 

40 

1,425 

430 

124 


'• Since October 1st, eight hundred and sixty boxes, seven 
hundred and seventy-five barrels, and one hundred and ninety- 
three kegs, sacks, Ac., making 1,834 packages, have been sent 
to Naslivillo by railroad, and about nineteen hundred packages 
by river, in addition to the above. 
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“ P. S. * * * * We are now reaching the wounded ot 
Oiickamauga with not less than a ear load of valuable stores 
per day.” 

This life-preserving work of incessant supply and careful dis- 
tribution of “ sanitary stores,” was continued, in spite of the de- 
ficient and obstructed transportation, until General Hooker’s 
forces opened the way up the river to Chattanooga. But diwing 
that anxious j)eriod of two months when none except tho 
woxinded were sure of sufficient daily food, the Sanitary Com- 
mission’s agents had made ready for the next great battle by 
ordering forward from Nashville to Bridgeport all the supplies 
that the Director of Transportation could daily permit to go by 
railway, viz., one ear load of “ sanitary stores ” each day ; and 
as soon as navigation became practicable as far up as Kelley’s 
Ferrj', sucli stores were hastened forward to that point, ten miles 
from Chattanooga. Inspector Keed reported the progress of 
work at that period as follows, imder date of Nov. 16th : 

*.« * » * * * • 

“ Rev. Mr. Kennedy who had tents and the charge of the 
Lodge at tho foot of the mountain, was informed that he was 
more needed at the Periy’ — Ubth that he might aid in taking 
care ot the goods as tliey were unloaded from the boats, and also 
Riat he might lodge and feed the sick brought to that place by 
ambulances and who must wait for the boat to retuni. 

“ Writing to Mr. F. R. Crary our store-keeper at Stevenson, 
Lo says, ‘ I want you to be here when the goods arrive that you 
may enjoy with me the pleasure of seeing these hungi-y men re- 
ceive their first supply. The want of food here is so pressing 
tliat I have often seen the soldiers gathering the grains of com 
which had fallen from the feed troughs oftho mules, roasting 
and eating them.’ 

“ The pleasure alluded to they have experienced, and now are 
sending to Bridgeport, and have been since the 3d of this month, 
one car load each day — and these stores are sent promptly from 
Bridgeport to Chattanooga.” 

**» « ««»# 

“ Mr. R I. Eno sent by the State of Illinois to look after the 
interests of her soldiers, is with us and of us and ever ready to 


Di.-« 


I by Google 



182 


co-operate in the general work. All stores at his command, and 
they are many, are turned over to the Commission for general 
distribution. Mr. £no also left his office and endured great pei^ 
Bonal exposure and hardships in organizing our depots at Bridge- 
port and Kelly’s Ford — and the removal of the stores from 
Btevenson. We are under very great obligations to him, for 
his timely and valuable assistance. His acts all show that he 
regards the struggle in which we are now engaged as National; 
and that our sympathy and help should be given alike to all 
the sufferers. 'Ihe only question to be asked in the distribution 
of our stores being; Is he a soldier of the Nation? Is he in 
want : 

“ At Murfreesboro’ the hospitals arc again enlatged ; and a 
larger number of the sick and wounded will be accumulated 
tliere, than liave been for many months. 

There is one general hospital at Tallahoma in charge of Dr. 
Woodward, our excellent friend, because he is the true friend of 
his patients. As usual his hospital is in the best possible con- 
dition. At Cowan there is also at this time a large number of 
sick. The hospital at Stevenson is being removed. At Bridge- 
port there is a hospital, where those brought from Chattanooga 
are to remain until taken on by rail. Here we have been feed- 
ing them on their arrival. Mr. Pocock tetograpljed me that he 
fed 100 in one day, which he did with very little material to 
work with ; had a tolerable supply of tin-cups, but had no 
Buoons for his soup. He obtained volunteer help from one of 
tne regiments stationed near. 

“ Mr. Kennedy is also doing the same work at Kelly’s Fcny 
with better accommodations. Mr. Eno informs me that he saw 
him feed about 100 as they lay in ahibulances, too badly wounded 
to get out, but compelled to wait for the boat. The passage from 
that point by boat to Bridgeport is made with little comfort and 
great exposure ; but it is luxnrious when compared with the 
former dreadftil ride in ambulances over the mountains, a dis- 
tance of some sixty miles ; climbing the most rugged mountain 
Bides with great difficultV, and then going down the other side 
as rocky, steep, and rugged ; the rocks so large in the path that 
the ]>atient who had become too exhausted to hold on to the 
Bides of the ambulance, is from the motion dashed from side to 
Bide ; or if there are two, they are throvvn alternately one upon 
the other. 

' “Col. Paine of the 124th O. V. I. shot through the thigh, 
was one of the thousands that took such a ride — and he assured 
me that he suffered ten thousand deaths — that he would much 
prefer death to sucli a ride again ; and he had no bones broken. 

“ The ride now by river occupies about twelve hours, while 
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by the ambulances over the mountains, the average time I have 
been informed, was five days, and sometimes mumi longer.” 

«««»**»* 

IVe introduce this interesting record of the Commission’s 
work after tlie battle of Chickamauga, much abbreviated, though 
connected, believing that it cannot fail to present to the reader’s 
mind the best possible answer to tlie question, “ whctlier, after 
all, there is any sober necessity or fitness in this exertion to sus- 
tain an institution which aims to supplement Government sup- 
plies for the aid or relief of the soldiers.” 

But the battle of Chickamauga constituted but one act in the 
grand strategic drama of Generalship and soldierly heroism and 
sacrifice, thafrhas given to the Federal forces in Tennessee and 
Virginia the key to the very fastnesses of the rebellion. Just 
two months after that first terrible conflict, the second great 
battle before Chattanooga crowned our arms with success, such 
as hardly finds a parallel in the history of modern wars. What 
the Inspectors and Relief Agents of the Sanitary Commission 
found to do on that battle-field, and subsequently in the hospi- 
tals and camps of that army, let ns here briefly state. 

The Western Secretary, Dr. Newberry, as the witness and 
director of the Commission’s work, there reported, under date 
of Dec. 7, 1863, as follows : 

«»»*«•«* 

“ I have pas.sed the last two weeks, from a tour of inspection 
through the chain of agencies of the Commission which extend 
from Ix)uisville to that point, it chanced, luckily enough, that 
I was at Chattanooga through all the exciting scenes of the re- 
cent battles, and was able to contribute something to the success 
whiUi attended the efibrts of the Agents of the Commission to 
relieve the wants and sufferings of the wounded. 

“ As you are doubtless impatient to learn more than you know 
of the recent important events to which 1 have referred, and 
more particularly how full}' the Commission has sustained 
its responsibilities, I hasten to make my report as promptly as 
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possible, and shall make it as fall as the great pressure of other 
duties will permit. 

“ As a pre-requisite to a clear understanding of the military 
operations, the work of the Commission in and about Chatta- 
nooga, and a proper appreciation of the difficulties overcome, it 
is quite necessary that anyone should have gone over the ground 
himself.” 

»«»**«** 

“ Until I had been myself to Chattanooga, I had no just ap- 
preciation, even with description after description, of the daring 
and energy which had led General Uosecrans to follow to the 
very heart of its mountain fastnesses, the retreating army of 
General Bragg ; and after overcoming obstacles at first si^ht in- 
eurmonntable, to seize and hold the key to all the lines of com- 
munication through this great mountain-labyrinth. 

“ From near Tallahoma to Chattanooga, the whole interval is 
occupied with mountains of formidable height, terminating 
laterally in precipitous eseapments, separated by deop and narrow 
valleys, over which even a footman finds his way painful and 
perilous. In justice to those who planned and exccuteil the 
military movements prior and preparatory to the late victories, 
I must say that our people of the Korthem States have no just 
conception of what our army has done and suffered in reaching 
and holding Chattanooga ; and I am sure if all could see what 
I have seen, of difficulties overcome, hardships endured, and 
rivations so cheerfully suffered, there would be much less than 
there has been of flippant criticism of the soldiers and the Gene- 
rals of the Army of the Cumberland.” 

* * 1 * « * « * « 

“ Cliattanooga itself must have been, before cursed and blasted 
by rebellion, one of the most charming places on the continent. 
It stands in the valley of the Tennessee, shut in on all sides by 
picturesque mountains, from a thousand to two thousand feet in 
neight, while the to^vn itself is in part perched on eminences of 
two or three hundred feet, from which the lowlands, reaching to 
the base of the mountains, are all clearly visible. When, there- 
fore, I tell you that the last battles were fought in a semi-eirclo 
around the points of view in the plain or on the mountain side, 
never more than three miles distant, you will concede that those 
of us who were present enjoyed an opportunity of witnessing 
military evolutions — -all the varied phases of attack and defence 
by artillery and infantry, of assault and repulse, of victoiy and 
defeat — such as lias fallen to the lot of few since Priam watched 
the struggle between the Greeks and Trojans from the walla of 
Troy. 

“ Of the battles themselves, I do not now propose to say much, 
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as it will be foreign to my purpose, and they have already been 
described to you in the letters of Army Correspondents and the 
admirable telegraphic summary of General Meigs — so fully that 
it would scarcely be desirable, if possible. I, however, enclose 
a topographical map, which was made at Cliattanooga, more full 
and accurate than any yet published. "With this and the de- 
scriptions you have at command, you will be able clearly to com- 
prehend the successive steps by which our army secured its final 
victory, and appreciate, in some measure, the daring bravery of 
our troojw in scaling the heights of Lookout Mountain and Mis- 
sion Ridge. , 

“ My business, however, is with the noble spirits who fell in 
these glorious charges, and it is with no orainary satisfaction 
that I can say that, thanks to the pro.ximity of the battle-fields 
to suitable receptacles for the wounded, and to the wisdom and 
dnetgy display^ by the Medical Ofiicors, and last, not least, tho 
prompt and potent aid that the Sanitary Commission with its 
abunaant stores was able to render, none of those ca,ses of neglect 
or protracted suffering which have been considered as insepar- 
able attendants upon the eamage and confusion of battle-fields, 
BO far as I know, were permitted to occur. I am quite .sure that 
I do not exaggerate when I say that the wounded in no consi- 
derable battle since the war began have been so well and promp- 
tly cared for ; and I can say also with equal confidence, tnat the 
aid rendered by the Sanitary Commission has never been more 
prompt and efficient, more heartily welcomed, or more highly 
appreciated. 

“ Owing to the difficulties of transportation — difficulties which 
had prevented the issue of full rations to the army since the 
battle of Chattanooga — our stock on hand previous to the battle 
was not as large as I could have wished ; but we were accorded 
even more than our full share of such facilities for transport as 
were at command of the Quartermaster’s Department, and fresh 
supplies of the moat needed articles, including all the staple 
battle stores, continued to arrive, so that our warehouse was 
constantly replenished, and every requisition was promptly filled. 
Of foncentrated beef, milk, stimulants of various kinds, com- 
presses, bandages, dried fruit, vegetables, shirts and drawers, we 
nad a snflicient supply to meet every demand. 

“ In order that you may see precisely how our work was done, 
permit me to take up, in the order of their succession, the prin- 
cipal events connected with it during my stay at Chattanooga. 

“Toward midnight of Saturday, the 29th of November, in 
company with Dr. Soule, I arrived at Kelly’s Ferry, ten miles be- 
low Chattanooga. Here we were hospitably entertained by our 
agent, Mr. Sutliffe. As I shall have occasion to return to thia 
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point in the course of my narrative, I will for the present defer 
reference to the great good which he has been doing here. On 
Sunday ihorning we started for Chattanooga on foot. Kelly’s 
Ferry was at this time the head of navigation — the river being 
blockaded above by the rebels — and all supplies were trans- 
ported from this point in wagons. As a consequence, we found the 
road blocked up for miles by trains going and returning, all 
hurrying to nccomiirish their almost ini jwssible duty of prevent- 
ing the army above from perishing by actual starvation. Cross- 
ing Raccoon Mountain, we came into Will’s Valley, where we 
found Hooker’s forces occupying the vantage groynd gained by 
their night descent of the river, and came into full view of the 
rebel encampments on the side, and rebel batteries on the sum- 
mit of Lookout Mountain. From the latter, from time to time, 
came apuff of white smoke, and the sullen boom of the forty- 
pound Parrots, which had continued day after day to throw sliells, 
fortunately witliout practical result, sometimes into Chattanoo- 
ga above, sometimes into Will’s Valley below their commanding 
position. Descending the valley, we crossed the river at llrown^s 
Ferry, and traversing an isthmus some two miles in width, ro- 
crossed tlie river to tlie town. At this time large detachments 
of Slicrman’s forces were leaving their encampment in Will’s 
Valley and moving iip the river, nobody knew whither. 

“In Chattanooga 1 found our Agency in charge of Mr. C. 
Read, occupying fine rooms which, with cnaracteristic partiality, 
the authorities had assigned to our use by displacing the Chief 
of Police who had previously occnjiied them. Soon after my 
arrival I called on the Medical Director, Dr. Penn, by whom I 
was most cordially received, and was gratified to hear him ex- 
press not only a high respect and appreciation for the Commis- 
sion, but bear strong testimony to the value of our Agency at 
this point, to him and to the army, as well as to the energy and 
discretion of our chief representative, Mr. Read. The coiqis of 
agents on dnty here were as follows : il. C. Read, in charge ; 
Rev. W. F. Lwmis, hospital visitor ; F. R. Crarey, store-keeper, 
with two detailed men as assistants ; M. D. Bartlett, agent of 
hospital directory; A. II. Sill, transportation clerk. WifhJtfr. 
Read, I called at several of the headquarters, and from all the 
officials heard only kind words for the Commission, and assur- 
ances of their readiness to co-operate with it by' all means in 
their i tower.” 

* * * * * •* * * 

“On Sunday evening a large part of the 11th Army Corps 
came np from lielow, passed through the town, with three days’ 
rations in their haversacks, and took their position, without tents 
or baggage, in front of the fortifications. On Monday our forces 
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moved out, formed in double line of battle, with a front several 
miles in length, posted reserves in the rear, threw out skirmish- 
ers, and made a general advance, taking possessioji of the first 
line of tlie enemy’s entrenchments, and occupied Orcliard Knob 
in the centre ot the valley, on which batteries were planted. 
This advance was made in excellent order, and the ambulances 
following close in the rear and through the skirmishing, ex- 
tended along the whole line. The number of wounded was 
comparatively small, and they were immediately picked up and 
carried to the hospitals in time. On Tuesday, General Slier 
man having crossed the river three miles above, advanc-ed, and 
without serious opposition took possession of the north end of 
Mission Bidge. 

On the morning of the same day General Hooker moved up 
from Will’s Valley and attacked the rebel forces occupying 
Lookout Mountain, and by a most daring assault gained posses- 
sion of all the northern portion, with the capture of many pris- 
oners and the loss of 250 killed and wounded. The latter were 
immediately carried to the hospital established near his head- 
quarters, where they were well cared for by their own ofticers, 
Bujiplies being sent to them from our dt-pot at Kelly’s Ferry near 
by. Early the next morning Mr. Bead and Mr. Sill went down 
and saw tliat all the aid which the Commission could render 
was furnished them. 

“ On Tuesday night the north ends of Lookout Mountain and 
Mission Bidge were aglow with the camp-fires of our forces, and 
wo had the satisfaction of knowing that Dy the brilliant achieve- 
ments of the morning the blockade of the river was raised, and 
advantages had been gained which promised important results 
in the impending struggle of the morrow. 

“ Wednesday morning our flag floated from the summit of 
I/)okout, and onr forces advanced on the rebel stronghold of 
Mission Bidge, from our right, left, and front. After much se- 
vere fighting on our left, in which Sherman’s forces suffered very 
heavy Toss, tlio rebel entrenchments along the base of Mission 
Bidge were stormed by our advancing lines, and then began 
that perilous but glorious ascent of its slope of 1 ,000 feet at six 
different points, which so surprised and appalled the rebel garri- 
son, and nas covered with glory the brave men who dared at- 
tempt it. After an hour of suspense, inexpressibly painful to 
tlic thousands who were merely powerless spectatxirs, the summit 
was gained and held, the roar of the forty pieces of artillery 
which crowned it was suddenly silenced, and we knew that a 
great victory had been won. 

“ Two wagons had been secured before hand, with which to 
transport stores to any point where they might be required ; but 
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no part of tlio battle-field being more than three miles distant 
from headqiiarters, and ample provision having been made by 
tlie Medical Director for tlic immediate removal of the wounded 
to ho^ital, they were held in readiness to use, if needed, while 
Mr. C. Read and myself, with a small snpplj' of stores, went 
over to the battle-field along the middle line of Mission Ridge, 
and Mr. Loomis went toward the northern end, to see if any 
help were required by the wounded of Sherman’s Coi-ps. By 
midnight all the Union wounded men on that part of tlie field 
which we visited liad been transferred to hospital, and such of the 
rebels ns remained in the houses to which they had been carried 
had received all the aid we could give them ; and so, at 1 o’clock, 
we returned to the town. Just as we arrived, Mr. Jx)omi8 came 
in and reported that the wounded of the 15th Army Corps had 
all been gathered into the Division Hospitals, but that their ex- 
pected sujiplies had not an-ived, and they were greatly in need 
of our assistance. A wagon load of milk, beef, crackere, tea, 
sugar, stimulants, dressings, &c., was immediately dispatched to 
them, and was, as may be ira^ined, of priceless value. 

“ Early the next morning. Thanksgiving Day, Mr. Read and 
myself visited the hospitals of the 2d, 3d, and 4th Divisions of 
the 15th Army Corps, situated three miles up the river. Tho 
4th, containing the largest number of wounded (399), we found 
pretty well supplied, for the time being, with the stores we had 
Bent up the night before ; but these were rapidly disaiijicaring, 
and, at our suggestion, another load was sent for and received 
during the day. The 2d and 3d Division hospitals, situated on 
the bank of the river, containing respectively 75 and 230 pa- 
tients, had received, up to this time, no other supplies than such 
as had been carried in their medicine wagons, sufficient to meet 
the lii'st wants of the wounded, but by this time almpst entirely 
exhausted. Just as I was otfering to Dr. Rogers, the Surgeon 
in charge of the 3d Division hospital, the resources of the Sani- 
tary Commission, one of the a.ssistant surgeons approached and 
said to him, ‘ Doctor, what shall we do? Our supplies have not 
arrived ; our men are lying on the ground, with not blankets 
enough to make them comfortable. "We’ve no stimulants, or 
dressings, or proper food. Now, if the Sanitary Commission 
only had an agent here, we should be all right.’ I was happy 
to inform him that the s})irit he invoked had come at his call, 
and when I promised that in an hour’s time he should have con- 
centrated beef, milk, stimulants, dres.sings, fruit, vegetables, 
clothing, bedding, and some ticks stuffed with cotton, his satis- 
fifiction shone from every feature, and both he and the surgeon 
in charge spontaneously ejaculated, ‘ Bless the Sunitaiy Commis- 
fiiou ’ — an institution of which they had abundant experience on 
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tho Mississippi, wliere the kind and efficient ministrations of 
Dr. Warriner were remembered with pleasure and gratitude. 
At the 2d Division hospital I met two old professional friends, 
Dr. Potter, the Division Sui^eon, one of the most elficieut medi- 
cal men the service, and Dr. Messinger, formerly from Cleve- 
land, Ohio. The meeting, I think, was mutually pleasant, and 
Dr. Potter, who was just mounting his horse to follow his Divi- 
sion, e.ypressed great satisfaction m leaving his men with some 
other resources than the light stock of supiilies which the^ had 
brought in their wagons ml the way from the Mississippi, and 
most of which must be immediately hurried to the advance, for 
other battles were impending. All these hospitals continued to 
be supplied from day to day with such things as were needed. 

“ On Thanksgiving afternoon occurred the bloody fight 
at Ringgold, in which we lost, in killed and wounded, 500 men. 
Most of those wounded wore soon brought into Chattanooga, 
but our stores, which were promptly sent, and in abundaiicy, 

' reached them in good time, and became of great value to them. 

“ During the week succeeding these battles, through which I 
remained at Chattanooga, large (quantities of stores were daily 
issued from our rooms to all tha hospitals in the vicinity ; timely 
arrivals of the more important articles compensating for the 
heavy drafts made on our stock. Of the kind and quantity of 
goods thus issued, you will in due time, get a full account from 
the storekeeper, Mr. Crary, 

The subsequent advance of our forces towards Knoxville was 
accompanied by two of the three steamers plying on the river, 
both loaded with sujrplies. By this means our transportation 
was again reduced to its minimum, and for a few days, in com- 
mon with all dejrartments of the army, we shall be able to get 
forw^ard a smaller quantity of supplies than could be advantage- 
ously u.scd. We can calculate, however, upon a continuance of 
the cordial co-operation of Gen. Meigs, Dr. Perin, and the other 
military and medical authorities, and the good work which wo 
have been doing will not IxT allowed to languish. 

« « # * * * * «« 

“ I am sure that after the battle of Chattanooga there was 
neither the opportunity nor inclination, on the part of surgeons 
or nurses, to misappropriate stores furnished by the Sanitary 
Commission ; and the Metropolitan Police, who enabled us to 
distribute to the sufferers the rare and much prized gifts of sound, 
fresh lemons; the loyal women who stitched the sliirts and 
drawers, who rolled the bandages and made the arm-slings ; tho 
Aid Societies and Branch Commissions who have sent us so 
liberally of dried and canned fruits, of milk and beef, wine. 
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Bpirits, ale. butter, tea, supiar, farina, codfish, and other precious 
articles, which we were able to distribute in abundance — may 
rest assured that here, at least, they liave accomplished all the 
great good which they had hoped of them.” 

* * * * * # • #■* 

While those means of relief were being thus widely and pru- 
dently administered to the wounded at Chattanooga and along 
the line of dciv'its and hospitals between that place and Xash- 
ville, agents from the Commission's Central Depot at Louisville 
were pressing forward with wagon trains of “ sanitary stores ” to 
Knoxville, and at the same time a reserved stock of choice hos- 
pital supplies was in readiness to be moved up the Tennessee 
River by the first boat or train that should go towards General 
Burnside's bcleagured forces. December Cth, a Relief Agent, 
ilr. Strong, who had reached Knoxville by way of the river, re- 
ported as follows to Dr. Newberry: 

*»*#«»»» 

“ You have little idea how badly the sick here need sanitary 
supplies. While there are about 1,800 patients, a third of whom 
are wounded, the present supply is scarcely sufficient for ono- 
half. The sick have nothing to eat but such as the common sol- 
dier in health receives. Stimulants, dried fruit, delicacies, «fec., 
are above all very much needed. I will not specify in detail 
further, as the requisitions of surgeons enclosed are explicit. 

“Sanitary stores should come with all possible despatch. 
What will be done until your supplies arrive, 1 cannot say. I 
hope to get the ladies here interested in the matter of furnish- 
ing what bedding and clothes they can spare, while I may in- 
duce some from the country to send in chickens, fruits, &c. But 
every thing is very scarce. The two armie.s have exhausted 
this country. Your agents can appreciate the condition of 
allairs and send such articles and such amount as they see fit. 
But hy all means let them come soon.” 

******* 

Another Agent, Mr. Butler, who had gone forward from 
Louisville with supplies early in November, and from Camp 
Nelson, Ky., Dec. 3d, succeeded in entering Knoxville, Dec. 
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26th. An extract from his first report will serve to illustrate 
what such rdief work is, and what obstacles have to be en- 
countered in it : 


*«**«*« 

“ Leaving Camp Nelson on the 3d, we reached the foot of 
‘ Big Hill’ at noon on the 7th, without trouble or adventure, 
notwithstanding that the guerrillas had apjicared in Mount 
Sterling, Ky., and were frequently reported in tlie vicinity of 
our train, xtw did not see. them. We had been so far favored with 
a good road that we made moderate progress, but now the Big 
Hill was before ns. The ascent, though only one mile, occu- 
pied two of the hardest days’ work that we had yet known, and 
involved considerable destruction of mules, harness, and teams. 

“ From the foot of Big Hill, we look in vain for anythitig but 
rocks and ruts, consequently a few miles — from tliree to fifteen, \ 
Bufiice for a days’ travel.” 

******* 

“ In nearly every house from the top of Big Hill I found that 
soldiers in every degree of disease had been left upon the hospi- 
tality and care of the people. In one house I found six soldiers 
occupying beds, and the constant attention of a widow lady, and 
her two daughters. The poor sick and weary men were unable 
to proceed any further, and these patriotic Samaritans, whoso 
brothers were among our soldiers in the field, were, out of their 
scanty means, administering to their relief and comfort. 

“ Having received information of such necessities before leav- 
ing Camp Nelson, I had provided a quantity of beef extract, 
milk, crackers, an assortment of woolen under-wear, and sundry 
other things, which I found were actually required by men sick, 
hungry and naked. 

“ I found Dr. Burd collecting these poor fellows and aflford- 
ing all aid possible within his power, lie had procured a build- 
ing, whicliho had made as comfortable as his resources would 
allow, and he strove arduously to make his miscellaneous Hos- 
pital as effective as the emergency demanded. I was gratified 
in l)cing able to furnish him with a variety of stores for his sick 
patients, for I know him to be one of the kindest and most 
faithful of men. 

“ During the forenoon of the 16th Inst., I reached a house on 
Lincamps Creek, and saw two men working at a coffin. 

“ After some inquiries, I learned that twelve days previously 
a soldier had stopped at the house, complaining of chronic diar- 
rhea and rheumatism. The people shared tlieir morsel with 
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him, and employed their limited knowledge of Medicine for his 
relief. 

“ The poor fellow also suffered with colic, which finally set 
in as an adjunct to his complicated disorders and tortured* him 
until he threw his armor down for his long rest in a mountain 
grave. I desired the sergeant of the guard to ascertain his 
effects, and finding only ninety cents, I threw the sum over to 
the poor family as a very small remuneration for their attention 
to the soldier. 

“ Turning one day, a mile from the road, I found a grave, 
which, I was informed, contained six soldiers vvho had died in 
the neighborhood ; but no human scribe was found to register 
their names ere death made them oblivious to all but God. And 
so it has been with many others, how many God only knows. 
But in the case of him whose rude coffin was being made before 
my eyes, I especially realized my duty to the soldier, although 
dead,' and also to his parents. 

“ I gleaned from the family all the particulars necessary to 
advise his parents of his disease and death, and also the locality 
of his grave. I wrote at Barboursville to his father, <fec.” 
******** 

“ Before leaving Camp Pitman we obtained a new supply of 
mules, harness and w’agon tongues, also a large amount of for- 
age. No event, except such as have become of common occur- 
rence, transpired until we passetl through Cumberland Gap, on 
the 20th inst., when a rumor was afloat that no train would be 
allowed to pass on the direct road to Knoxville, as the rebels 
were infesting that portion of the country. By the advice of 
the Post Coinmandant we took the Jacksboro’ road, though 
twenty miles further, as it was considered safe. 

“ Leaving Cumberland Gap on the evening of 21st, we maelo 
better progress, while the forty guards, who had heretofore been 
employed in as.sisting the teams, were ordered by the officer in 
command, to march m advance of the train under arms." 
******** 


“ Several encounters had taken place in our vicinity, between 
General Wilcox and Longstreet, only a few days previously, and 
others were pending, while the cannonading was distinctly audi- 
ble in our train. 

“ There was marked anxiety among the guard to protof t tho 
train to Knoxville, as they knew the great need which existed 
in the hospital there.” 

******** 


“ On Moiidav, the 28th Instant, Mr. Crary arrived from Chat- 
tanooga with tliree hundred iiackages of select stores. Other 
shipmeuts have been arranged from aud by way of Chattanoo- 
ga-’’ 
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At this period the ever faithful Inspector, Dr. Reed, was 
■with the army at Chattanooga, superintending the Commission’s 
work there. December 25th, he forwarded by steamboat to 
Kno.willc, 200 boxes of “sanitary stores,” and before New 
Year, the Commission’s supplies ■were coming forward from 
Bridgeport and Na.shvillo with less delay, the Hospital train 
having resumed its full trips, and returning from Nashville with 
its cars loaded with stores from the Sanitary depots. Quarter- 
master-General Meigs, who was then in that field, had rendered 
all the aid in his power to facilitate the work and purposes of 
the Commission, but until the bridges had been rebuilt upon 
tlie river, and the railway trains were run directly to Chatta- 
nooga, gufficiency of transportation was an impossibility.* * 
During the tedious months that had elapsed before supplies 
could bo adecjuately provided at Chattanooga and Knoxville, 
scurvy, the inveterate pest of camps in such campaigns, had be- 
gun to manifest its various symptoms. At the beginning of 
winter Dr. Read •writes to Dr. Newberry : 

»*•***»* 

“ Now that the railroad is open to Chattanooga, I trust that 


* In ( eoramiiniolioa to th« Cintral Offica of (he CoauniHion, Dr. Nawbeny 
wrote, at thia period : 

• ••••••■• 

“Wahad the entire and hearty cooperation of the militair and medical au- 

thoritira, and yet were, of course, compelled to share with them Iho inevitable 
neceesitiee by which they were controlled. Mart than our ihart at transportation 
waa itranled at once, and when our first train of aeventeen loaded wagons were 
included in the destruction of the three hundred loaded with Oorernmeut slorea 
anotlier train of twenty wagons was ordered for us, and from that time to the 
opening of the river we fully shared all the resources of the military and medical 
authorities. On the first trip of the steamboat, by the authority of Oeneral Meigs 
himself, who was there, we were allowed to make up a liberal share of its load 
and from that time to this, by special and comprehensive orders, we have been 
furnished with a regular allotment of transportation of a car-load a day from 
Nasliville to Chattanooga J<'rom htrt tee forvardtd all andnart than eould bgany 
Bouiii/ity reaehiht scene of lufering. In addition to the very liberal stock held 
In reserve at Nashville and below previous to the battle, we have aioce forwarded 
there over fi,(K)0 packagee." 

13 
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Boon the more pressing wants of the sick will be relieved. Then 
will come the question of furnishing a supply of fresh vegetables, 
which must be done, or scurvy in all its Protean forms will 
come ; it is already itpon ns. The hardships and privations en- 
dured by the Army of the Cumberland, since the battle of Chick- 
amaugn, have produced such changes in the constitution, that 
tlie wounds of the battle of Chattanooga have been far more 
fatal than those of Chickamauga. 

“ Scarcely one case of amputation of the thigh has recovered, 
and alt wounds, while they have hud more care, have been more 
serious ; comparatively slight wounds have been fatal. To obvi- 
ate this in part, the Medical Director is desirous that hospital 
gardens be made at Chattanooga, Tullahoma, and Murfrees- 
boro’. lie has given me a list of tlic garden implements and 
staple garden seeds which he desires tlie Commission to pqr- 
chase, and forward to Chattanooga as soon as possible. Onions 
and peas ean be advantageously planted as soon as tlic middle of 
February. 

• “ I have promised him that the Commission will aid him in 

procuring all that may be wanted in either place. And while 
writing this, I have received a similar request from Dr. J. Moses, 
Medical Director in Murfreesboro’, lie says: ‘Wc are now 
commencing our arrangements for a garden at this post. May 
I ask if we can obtain seed, &c., &c., from your Commission.” 
««»**»« 

Immediately the Inspector set about the duty of extensive 
official inquiry concerning the demand for anti-scorbutic sup- 
plies, and also to what e.xtcnt the scorbutic taint was receiving 
the attention of Surgeons and Commissaries. Good results 
could not fail to flow from such inquiries, foe they not only 
helped to keep alive the vigilant .attention of military officers in 
reference to the importance of the subject, but the aid of tlie Sani- 
tary Commission was invoked on every hand. Gencr.al Hooker 
sent to the Sanitary depot at Bridgeport for eighty barrels of the 
Murfreesboro’ potatoes, and Medical Officers urged the enlarge- 
ment and continuance of the Commision’s supplies of anti-scor- 
butics. The following extract from a letter which was ad- 
dressed to Inspector Head, by a distinguished Medical Inspector 
of the army. Dr. R. II. Coolidge, proves the justice of tho csti- ’ 
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mate wliicli is placed upon the work in which he found the Com- 
mission’s Agents engaged in Eastern Tennessee : 

“ Doctor, — I am on my return to "Washington, from an in- 
spection of tlie hospitals and troops at and near Knoxville, and 
would represent to you that, in mj' opinion, the Sanitary Com- 
mission can do a great deal of good, by sending to that point 
anti-H('orbutics and garden seeds. 

“ The troops are eomparatively healthy, but they have been 
deprived of vegetables so long, that there is danger of scurvy ; 
inoeed some of the premonitory signs of that disease are now 
apparent. 

“ In reply to your note of inquiry, I have to state, that raw 
potatoes, sliced and pickled, or preseiwed in molasses, arc an ex- 
cellent anti-scorbutic. Indeed, when I have the fresh potatoe 
and can have it cooked, I prefer using it raw, sliced and dressed 
as salad, for my scorbutic patients. 

“ I have advised the Medical Director at Knoxville to have 
one garden made for the hospitals in that city, which now ac- 
commodates 2,500 patients. I have also advised that gardens 
be made for the troops now in winter quarters in the vicinity of 
Knoxville, even though there l>c no possibility of the troops re- 
maining long enough to reap the fruit of their lalwr further than 
relates to early greens, such as lettuce, turnip-tops, spinach, 
radishes, mustard, &c. 

“ The seeds most needed are lettuce, beets, turnips, tomatoes, 
radishes, spinach, mustard, ]>ea, early cabbage, onion sets, eom, 
potatoes, and a general supply are wanted.” 

, * * * . * « » * 

Testimony and urgent requests upon this subject are being con- 
tinually received by the Sanitary Commission,* and help to give 


• The following extracts give further illustmtions of the practical value and 
necessity of the Sanitary supplies furnished by the Commission: 

“Headq’rs 1st Haio. 3d Dit. I4rn A, C., ) 

*' CnATTANWfOA, January 4, ) 

“ Pear Sir.— The accompanying document of Dr. Whiiford, my Brigade Surgeon^ 
induced me to address myself (u you, asking for vegetables. 

“ It is important to heal the sick, hut it is just ns importAot, and more ho, to pre- 
serve the healthy from sickness. We have not seen vegetables since the battle of 
Oiickamauga, September 20th, 18G3, and although the health of my brigade was 
* excellent at that time, it U now shattered to such an extent, that Scurvy com- 
mences — and once plague breaks out, its ravages will be tremendous if ooi 

stayed in time. 
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shape and energy to its well-formed purposes of Sanitary care. 
It was not alone the twenty thousand men in hospitals after the 


** We have now fifteen cases of scurvy in camp, and about fifty cases allowing 
ligosofiu But this is nothing compared with the fact that hundreds are predis- 
posed toil, and liable at any moment to be covered with sores, and be unfit for 
duty. It is a sad state of things, produced by dire military necessity. 

** Next spring will be tcDing on our numbers, if the troops are without vege- 
tables till then. A good many men, whose limbs were amputated alter tbe Inst 
battle, died from exhaustion, they being too weak to withstand the shock. We 
hope tht our communication will be l»ettered. and that before long we will be gen* 
erousty supplied with vegetables. But before that time comes, your supply of 
Tegetablea for this command will be gratefully appreciated. 

** Very respectfully, 1 remain yours, Ac. 

•' F. B. Tcrchiit. 

**Brig.-Oea. Commanding. 

** To Dr. a. K. Read, 

** Sanitary (^mmisaion, Cbattaoooga.*' 


"Chattanooga, Tenn.. Jan. 4, 1864. 

"General, — In compliance with your request to be furnished with a statement 
of the sanitary condition of the 1st Brigade. 1 beg leave to submit tbe following : 

" From the reports fumitbed by the regiments composing this Brigade, 1 find 
that the general health of the men is as good as at any time since the organization, 
bat owing to the total exclusion of vegetables, from the short supply of rations 
furnished the men for the past three months, and insufficient supply of war»d 
to make them comfortable, 1 find that twelve or fifteen marked cases of scurvy 
bave already been reported, and a large number who are beginning to show 
symptoms of that disen«e. and. in fact, nearly all the camp diarrlima we are now 
having throughout tbe difierent regiments, partakes more or less of the scorbutic 
character. This is plainly shown by roarktrd improvement in their enndtion, by 
having a few day's supply of vegetables furnlsitcd by the IT. S. Sanitary Com* 
mission, and could there be a liberal supply of vegetables furnished for all the 
men, Murvy would soon disappear, and all other diseases which originate in an 
impoverished condition of the blood. I would, therefore, urgently request that 
means be taken to procure tbe kind of diet so much needed to make our men 
efficient, and able to render good service by the opening of tbe spring cam* 
paign. 

“J. H. WHirroiD, 

"Senior Sorgeon 1st Brigade. 

"To J. B. Tcacnnr, Brig.-Gen.” 

"OvNiBAL FtKLn Hospital, ) 
"Chattanooga, January 7th. 1864. J 

"Doctor, — I have to state, in answer to your inquiry, that the cl»ief necessity 
for sick and wonnded men at this point is a supply of vegetable fund, milk, butter, 
and similar articles, and that the principal cause of the mortality from gangrene, 
Pywroia, and allied diseases, is due to impoverished blood, tbe consequence of de- 
fective nutrition. 

" I am. Doctor, very truly, 

" Your obedient servant, 

" HoBRaTS Bartholow, 

" Ass't Surgeon U. S. A., in charge. , 

" Dr. Read, Sanitary Commission.” 
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battles of Chickamauga and Chattanooga wlio needed sanitary 
supplies from the Commission; a few weeks elapsed, and then 
the occasion for battle-field relief and special aid to the wounded 
became far less important than the supplying of antiscorbutics 
to the camps. Ui)on evidence like that furnished in the follow- 
ing official statements, the Western Agents of the Commission 
have set about their work at the beginning of the year 18C4 : 

“ Office Medical Dirfxtoh, 11th Corps, ) 

“Ix)okout Valley, Tenn., Jan. 11, 1864. ) 

“ Sir, — In accordance with your desire expressed during your 
visit on the 6th ult., I take pleasure in laying before the Sanitary 
Commission through you, the following statement of the hygie- 
nic condition of the 11th Army Corps, and earnestly solicit any 
assistance that the Commission maybe able to funiish. 

“ Keports from regimental medical oflicere show an alarming 
increase of sickness during the last month, the number daily ex- 
cused from duty on this account, varying from five to fifteen per 
cent, of tlie effective force, while the number prescribed for, of 
course much exceeds this. The principal disease, that indeed 


*' OmciBs’ Hospitai, ) 

*' CaATTAilflOCA, Oct 26, 1863. f 

"In the midst of the confusion and tuflcring immediately after the battle of 
Cbiclumauxa, the Sanitary Commission came nobly to tbe rescue ; nourished 
the wounded and famished soldier, pillowed his weary head, and by their timely 
aid saved many valuable lives. 

"C. C. Bva.va, 

" Aas't Surgeon U. 8. A., in charge." 


"HogpiTAi. No. 2. } 

** CsATTAaoooA, Oot 26, 1863. ( 

“It U with feclinn of the deepeat gratitude and admiration that I recall to 
mind the donations from the Sanitary Commiuion to this Uopital immediately 
after its opening. 

“ After the battles of the 16th and 20th ult., outside this city, the wounded 
were brought in in thousands, and this Hospitid, in common with tbe rest, was 
filled to overflowing. Here was a state of affairs suddenly brought about, and 
to be immediately provided for — and here was the Sanitary Commission — hero 
the hour of need — it was an oasis in the desert. Here we received from it 
dressings for our wounded men, wines, clothing, and several luxuries and no- 
ce<sariei. No one who at this time witnessed the limtly and mattrial aid of the 
U. S. Sanitary Commiaaioo, but mutt say, ‘ It ia truly a heavenly institution — 
may heaven blesa and preserve its supporters’ 

“Paraa H. CLVAar, 
"Surgeon U, S. V., in charge.” 
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•which, in its prevalence, its obstinacy under treatment, and its 
frequent fatal termination, becomes our most dangerous adver- 
sary, is chronic diarrliea. Within the last three months, the 
141st N. Y. V., has lost from this cause six per cent, of its 
aggregate strength i)resent, while the mortality in the 143d N. 
Y. V. is even greater than this, amounting to twenty -five deaths 
since the 1st of November, 1803, to an average strength of 450 
men. Of those remaining, 174 are reported sick by Assistant- 
Surgeon Craft. Some ot these have died in corps hospital, some 
in camps ; and it has been observed ns a strange and enigmati- 
cal feature of the disea.se, that its victims have been the sturdi- 
est and mggedest men in the regiment. No effect whatever has 
resulted from the various plans of treatment tried. Some of the 
men did duty up to the hour of death, and several surgeons 
have e.xpressed their astonishment, that so near their end, men 
could display the muscular force they do. Such is not the char- 
acter nor course of ordinary camp diarrhea, and it leads one 
to seek some complication which may explain it.” 
**«**«*• 

“ Thongh few ca.scs of positively marked scurvy were reported, 
the symptoms of the scorbutic blood-poison, the peculiar gums, 
the hemorrhagic cachexia, the want of union in new, and the 
re-opening of old wounds, listles-sness and hebetude, the pnrpural 
discoloration of the skin, etc., were noted in very many of the 
regiments present. 

*«*4f*««* 

“ The tTiqM; of disease is low, the fevers of malarial and sporadic 
character rapidly assuming a typhoid aspect, and the general 
appearance of the men, especially in the regiments eonqiara- 
tively lately enlisted, is depressed. They are in need of clothing 
and blankets. Many have no change of clothing, nor have had 
for many weeks ; consequentlv they are filthy in the extreme. 
This is especially the case with the 33d New Jersey. 

“ All the hospital stores of this regiment — and it came out ex- 
cellently provided by State authorities — were lost in the Ten- 
nessee river* by the capsizing of the boat in which they wore. 
Shoes, blankets and pants have not yet been funiishcd in suffi- 
cient quantity by the Quartennasters department, and chaises 
of stockings, shirts and drawers are generally -wanted. Tho 
Commissary Department is tasked to its utmost to furnish tho 
‘ absolute necessaries of life, and there have been no issues of 
potatoes or onions since our return from tho fall campaign. A 
limited supply of beans and rice has as, far as I am aware, been 
tho only issue of dry vegetables, and <me throe-fourths ration of 
wkiskey partially distributed, the only issue of spirits in tho 
same time. Tho amount of fresh meat furnished has also been 
limited. 
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“ Tlie following e:?tracts from the reports of different regi- 
mental surgeons, will illustrate our present condition. 

“ ‘Not over one-third of our men have a change of under cloth- 
ing, and not oiie-half have sufficient clothing to Keep them warm 
while on duty ; nearly or quite all are compelled to do their 
cooking in parts of old worn-out canteens.’ — (Surgeon Spooner, 
61st 0. V. I.) 

“ ‘ Diarrhoea prevails to an alarming extent and of a character 
not to 1)0 controlled, to any great extent, by medicines. About 
two-thirds of the whole command are more or less affected by it. 
The rations are scanty and ill-cooked, scarcely any vegetables 
being furnished.’ (Report of Asst. Surgeon Matthews, 143d 
N. f. V.) 

‘“For nearly a year no full rations of vegetables have been 
issued to the 141st N. Y. V. During this time vegetables have 
not been issued in one-tenth the quantities allowed bj' army re- 
gulations to men in the held. The men have lost their relish for 
hard-bread and bacon. Their blood is impoverished and symp- 
toms of scorbutus appear. 'When they get sick, it is impossi- 
ble to treat them with desirable succesw, from this cause.’ (Re- 
port of Surgeon Blake, 141st N Y. V.) 

“ ‘ The prevailing disease is diarrhea and other affections of 
the alimentary canal, which can be traced directly to the in- 
sufficiency and irregularity of rations and cooking and particu- 
larly to having been without vegetables.’ (Report of Surgeon 
Ilnbschman, 26th AVis. Volunteers.) 

“ ‘ An unusually large number of our men are suffering from 
diarrhea, and of that character over which medicine seems to 
have but little control. 

“‘We can attribute this condition only, I think, to an im- 
poverished condition of blood, caused by an improper and scanty 
diet.’ (Report of Asst. Surgeon Iloag, 134th N. Y. V.) 

“ I would not have you tliiuk that this is owing to any lack 
of efficiency in the officers managing Quartermaster and Com- 
missary departments, for I am convinced, that as far as those in 
this corps are concerned, no exertion has been spared and no 
trouble avoided to remedy it, but such arc the facts, and I state 
them plainly, in order to explain the present sanitary condition 
of the corps, and to lay its claims fairly before the Sanitary 
Commission. 

“ The articles that are imperatively needed both as prophy- 
lactics, with the well, and remedies with the ill, are potatoes, 
onions, vinegar, soft-bread, dried and subacid fruits, fermented 
cabbage, pickles, soup, and spirits, in diet ; and shoes and 
under-clothing of all kinds ; in quantities sufficient to restore a 
normal functional action, and furnish healthy blood for several 
thousand men. 
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“ Until this change is effected, the surgeen must continue to 
witness his most approved remedies fail, and all his cases one by 
one approach an inevitably fatal termination. It is the unani- 
mous opinion of all the medical officers, that no symptoms of 
improvement are manifesting themselves, and that on the con- 
trary, the hygienic condition of the corps is deteriorating day by 
day. We need help and we need it soon, and I cannot refrain 
from repeating my earnest solicitations to the Sanitary Commis- 
sion through yon, that early efforts be made to provide, at least 
to some extent, for these our urgent necessities. I am aware how 
many appeals for aid the Commission receives, but 1 am also 
aware how nobly it responds to them, and this it is that emliold- 
ens me to state our wants plainly, and perhaps with some im- 
portunity. 

“ I have the honor to remain, with great respect, your obedi- 
ent servant, 

“ D. G. Bkinton, Surgeon U. S. V., 

“ Medical Director 11th Army Corjift. 
“ A. N. Read, Sanitary Commission, 

“Nashville, Tennessee.” 


Scattered and wasted by the continued presence or transit of 
vast armies the entire region of the Tennessee and the Cumber- 
land Rivers, as well as the regions southward from them, 
no longer supplies the means of healthful subsistence to the 
armed forces, nor even to the fixed population of these districts. 
All the able-bodied male population, even to the boys, apj>ear 
to have gone into the ranks of the anny. And now, with 
numbers vastly augmented, our forces are pressing onward to 
finish up the business for which they left their homes. Rut an- 
other year of toil is before them, and while some must inevita- 
bly fall in stern conflict with the enemy in battle, the Medical 
Officers and the Sanitary Commission see and prepare against 
perils more certain and more dreaded than rebel sabres and 
cannon. The latest intelligence from the great field in Tennes- 
see, Northern Georgia, and Alabama, received just as this 
volume is going to press, reads as follows : 
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“ TJ. S. Santtaky CosrsnssioN, ) 

“ CiiATT.ujooGA, February 24. ) 

“Dr. J. S. Newbkury; 

“ My Dear Sir, — I am able report some progress in garden 
arrangements, but it is after great tribulation, for all eftoits of 
officials. Medical Director, and others, failed. But to-nigbt 
eight good men are encamped on the grounds selected for the 
garden, with twelve horses and harness, one wagon, ploughs, a 
tent and necessary fixtures for camp-keeping, and now' the 
ploughs are to start in the morning surely. I nave work which 
will keep me busy to-morrow, in receiving additional material 
and orders, and the next day I shall endeavor to go ont through 
the lines with a wagon and guard, and procure half a dozen 
more ploughs, for the time is slipping away so fast that it is in- 
dispensable that a large force be put to work. 

“ The seed I have sent for will be needed as soon as it can be 

? ;ot through, and I hope that you will not be frightened at my 
arge estimate, but send it all. I will see that it brings forth, 
some forty, some sixty, and some a hundred fold. 

“ I beficvo I wrote you in regard to that laj^e vineyard. 
There are in it 14,400 bearing vines (Catawba), and our gardener 
says it can be made to yield about 130,0tX) pounds of gjapes this 
year, if it is a fair bearing season. I told him thathemnst raise 
this year’s and next year’s crops this sea.son, and I see by his 
talk bo knows how to do it. Of course, it will spoil the vine- 
yard for a couple of years, but the crop is needed now. 

“ I have had to make myself personally responsible to the 
Quarteniiaster for all the Government property turned over to 
us — horses, harness, wagons, tents, spades, rfiovels, axes, &e . — 
BO you see that I am dipping in pretty freely.” 

“M. C. Bead.” 


“ U. S. Saxitary Commission, > 

“ Chattanooga, February 29, 1864. ) 

“ Dr. J. S. Newberry : 

“ Dear Sir, — Yours of the 25th was received to-day, and sliall 
have as prompt attention as possible. * * * 

# * * * • » * 

“ To-day it rained too much to plough. To-morrow, I think, 
if pleasant, wo shall have nine ploughs running. I have twelve 
horses in tlie camp, and shall take out ten to-morrow'. To ob- 
tain teams seems the great difficulty. General Thomas’ Adju- 
tant and Chief Quartermaster both said it was not possible to 
spare a single horse or mule for ploughing, and to avoid a faiF 
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lire, I have culled the best from the convalescent corralls, and as 
I work them with convalescent soldiers, everythina; corresponds. 

“M. C. Read.” 

“ U. S. Sanitaky CoMsnssiojf, ) 

“ Kxox'\nu.E, Tenn. March 1, lS6i. j 
“ Db. J. S. Rewberry, Sec’y We.st. Dep't : 

“ Dear Sir, — The bearer, Mr. Wm. M. Culbertson, who is in 
tlie emplo_y of the Commission, I have sent to you for the pur- 
pose of procuriui' a supply of seeds and implements for a garden 
at thi.s place. lie is a practical gardener, and will be able to 
give you all the necessary information respecting our plans. 
We proj'osc to have put under cultivation from 50 to 75 acres, 
and if it meets your approbation, to have him superintend it. 
I think it very important to have a garden at this place. All 
the ])otatoes, onions,/and other vegetables we can raise here, will 
save a vast amount of transportation and e.xpense. 

“ Enclosed I send you a request of the Medical Director, with 
the proper endorsements. 

“I should have moved in this matter earlier had we not been 
in so unsettled a state in military affairs. Now that Longstrect 
has retired, and our army advanced, we can go on with the work 
without molestation. * 

“ Mr'. Culbertson will confer with you respecting some ploughs 
that are here belonging to parties in Louisville. 
**«* **«« 

“ Vegetables and all eatables are very much needed here. 
You cannot send too many potatoes and onions, also krout. 
Good ale is much wanted in hospitals. We want all the socks 
you can send. The Government are wholly destitute of them. 
Should like some shoes, hats, and pants. It may soon be neces- 
sary to establish a post in front. 

****** ** 

“ M. M. Seymour, M. D.” 

The soldier, the surgeons, and our best Generals, acknowledge 
that the Sanitary Commission is in earnest, and there is every 
reason to believe that there will be but little rest either to the 
Army of the Great Valley, or to the Sanitary oflScers in it, until 
the war is ended. 

Sanitary Work on the Miesmlppi and Westward. — Imme- 
diately after the fall of Vicksburg and Port Hudson, General 
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Grant’s forces ■were sent in varions directions, both eastward and 
■westward, but they were everywhere exposed to the malarious 
influences of the districts they traversed, as well as to occasional 
want of fresh vegetables in their subsistence stores. The sick 
and wounded were, mostly ordered to Northern hospitals, yet 
there remained within the Department then commanded by 
General Grant, from C,000 to 8,000 patients at the beginning of 
September. The “ Clara Bell'' the “ Du-nkath," and the “7w»- 
j>erial," were in service as “ Sanitary steamers,” conveying sup- 
plies from the Commission’s ddpots at Louisville, Cairo, and 
Memphis, down the river. The Western Secretary, himself a 
veteran campaigner, anticipated the perils of malarious expo- 
sures to which the patients along the Mississippi, as well as tho 
military forces there, were exposed, and sent forward timely 
shipments of quinine bitters, for prophylactic use under direc- 
tion of the medical officers. By advice from General Grant, 
immediately after tho capitulation of Port Hudson, the agent of 
the Commission sent down to General Banks’ forces a cargo of 
fresh vegetables, &c., and when the expeditions were ordered up 
the Arkansas and tho White Rivers, the military authorities 
provided a steam - transport for the Commission’s “ sanitaiy 
stores.” Dr. Warriner, the Inspector, writing from Vicksburg, 
under date of September 9 th, 1863, says : 

“ I have secured an order for a boat to take the place of tho 
Bunleith. The boat is here and will be turned over to mo in 
the morning. I wrote yon, three days ago, the difficulties in the 
way of such an order growing out of the necessity of sending 
troops to reinforce General Steele. And tho order has this pro- 
•viso, that the boat shall be used, in the present emergency, for 
the transportation of troops up the river to some point not di- 
vulged. 1 shall, nevertheless, put aboard such stores as we can 
spare from this point and accompany the expedition. I have 
invited Mr. Plattcnberg, agent of the Western Sanitaiy Com- 
mission, to add what he can and go with me. lie ac'cepts. 
Should the troops be disembarked this side of Helena, we shall 
run the boat at once up the White River. Otherwise we may 
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go on to Memphis and complete a load there first. "We shall 
not have much in quantity and but a small variety of stores to 
spare from here. Tliis brings me to mention tlie stores that arc 
exhausted here, and which form a great part of what we are at?- 
enstomed to issue. They arc in constant demand — many of 
them of first-rate importance, as follows ; 

“ Farina, com starch, canned milk, arrow root, canned fruits, 
liquors, spices, pickles, soda, butter, raspberry vinegar, pillow 
cases, SOCKS, comforts, slippers and bed sacks. 

“ The quinine bitters, as I anticipated, was a great hit. I 
should deem it a capital investment to purchase as much more 
at once, and prepare in the same manner. Not a surgeon here 
was using the article as a prophylactic, and not one but highly 
appreciates its importance as such. The Govenimeut supply 
remains, and will continue, inadequate^ 

******* 

Sept 12th : 

“ The expedition to Arkansas, including the Sanitary steamer 
Clara Bell^ has just moved from here. Dr. Fithian arrived just 
in time to take charge of the stores and relieve me for more im- 
portant work here. I put on the boat 24 barrels crackers, 22 
barrels dried fruit, 10 barrels qiiinine bitters, 20 boxes concen- 
trated beef, 5 boxes codfish, 1 box fans, 1 box coflee, 6 boxes 
lemon syrup, 5 caddies tea, 144 sheets, 375 pairs drawers, 500 
shirts, 2oO towels, 500 handkerchiefs, 3 kegs cnished sugar, 1 box 
pepper, 1,100 pillows, 36 quilts, 130 pads, and 235 pillow cases. 
*«*««** 

* * * a Fithian has full instructions to carry 

out the programme mentioned in my last respecting the move- 
ment of the boat. ‘ U. S. Sanitary Commission ’ is already 
nailed to the vessel. 

“ I shall proceed to set the Hospital Directory going here. Kc- 

? orts of disbursements for July and August are nearly finished 
'one is sick again, and the other boys nearly so. So we go. 

«***««* 

“ Dr. Fithian brings a good report of afifairs from Natchez. 
He also brings Hospital Directory- report and report of disburse- 
ments there for August. The agency commenced operations 
there on the 6th.” ******** 

Before the end of September, the Inspector who went with 
these stores for General Steele’s expedition, wrote to the Com- 
mission; 
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“ I am happy to report to you the successful and expeditious 
accoiii])]ishment of our trip up White River, to the Arkansas 
expedition under General Steele. AVe were not of the sunk, 
burned, or captured, as reported in newspapers. AVe left Mem- 
phis on the 17th, and returned yesterday. It was a trip of 800 
miles, half of which was in the difficult and dangerous stream of 
White River. Our stores consisted of 153 barrels, 227 boxes, 3 
kegs, in all 390 packages, being all that could be spared, and 
gathered on l)oard at Vicksburg, Memphis and Helena. The 
troops and sick of the e^iedition are found to be at Helena, 
Duvall’s Bluff and Little Rock.” 

M-***-**** 

“ I found that our advanced Sanitary supplies, taken from 
Helena by Dr. Casselberry, medical director, were well disbursed 
and appreciated, and that the lot of stores subseqiiently brought 
there from the Western Commission were opportune, yet hut 
partially disbursed. The gunboats then had received no sup- 
plies, and many articles were still wanted in the General Hos- 
pital. Our stores on the Clara Bell supplied what was needed 
there and at Little Rock. AA’^e left on the morning of the 23d, 
safely reached Memphis on the 25th, and are now duly proceed- 
ing up the river to Cairo for another and full load of stores for 
the lower Mississippi, as instructed by Dr. AA’’arriner. 

“ The Sanitary boat Imperial had left Memphis before wo 
arrived, and pa.ssed the mouth of AVhite River the night before 
wo came out. She left no supplies at Memphis or Helena, and 
will discharge all her load, I suppose, at A’^icksburg.” 
******** 

At the end of the year 1863, another Agent reports : 

•*#**•»•»** 

“ The Sanitary steamer Clara Bell left Cairo on the evening 
of November 20th, with orders from Dr. AVarriner to procecu 
to A’^icksburg and Natchez, supplying intermediate j)oints. and, if 
there still remained a stock sufficient to justify such a course, to 
go on to New Orleans. 

“Hie cargo consisted of 939 barrels, 672 sacks, 215 Iwxcs and 
33 kegs, mostly vegetables and in very bad order ; nearly one- 
half the packages being broken before finally stored. 

“ The boxes especially were many of them large and un- 
wieldy. containing from six to twelve bushels of vegetables, and 
after the amount of rough handling to which they were neces- 
sarily subjected in the process of transportation from Chicago 
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to some point on the Mississippi below Cairo, were generally 
Bhatterea and broken. 

“ The practice of putting vegetables in old dry goods bo.xcs, 
is always attended with coiisiderablo loss, to say nothing of in- 
convienee in Iiandling. 

“At Memphis I lell about one hundred and filly packages, 
this being thought sufficient to last until more would be received 
from Cairo. 

“ The demand for sanitary stores at Memphis is slowly de-j 
creasing, one hospital (church) having been discontinued, an- 
other (tinion) having received orders lor breaking up, and four 
more (Webster, Washington, Jefferson and Officeiv) being e.v- 
pected soon to follow. Tliere will still remain to be supplied 
lour large general hospitals (Overton, Adams, Gaj’oso and Jack- 
son), besides the post and regimental hospitals of the ICtli Army 
Corns. The supply was very limited, and I regretted that I 
could only assist them in the matter of vegetables. 

“At llelena I left thirty sacks of vegetables. Dr. Weeks,' 
Medical Director thinking that quantity sufficient for present 
use. 

“ At Skipwith’s landing and Millikcii's Bend are several regi- 
ments of colored troops, but these places being indirect and 
regular coinnumication with Vicksburg, from which jioint they 
were in the habit of drawing supplies, none were left there. 

“At Vicksburg I found a Targe supply of vegetables. * * 

* * Mr. Benson was issuing onions to regiments for gen- 

eral use, at the rate of one bbl. to fifty men.” 
•»****«•** 

“Between Natchez and New Orleans supplies were furnished 
to the gunboats Osage, Chilicothe, Choctaw, Lafayette and 
Chamgnon. Receipts for the articles thus issued were left at 
Vicksburg, and will ajipear among the distributions of that de- 
pot. 

“ The remainder of the cargo (about 1,500 packages) was de- 
livered to Dr. Blake in New Orleans. The vegetables were con- 
sidered a Godsend, this being the first aderjuate supply he had 
received. Dr. Blake informs me that vegetables for the De- 
partment of the Gulf will leave to be brought down the Missis- 
sippi, the loss in transporting them by sea being too great to 
justity that method of 6liij)ment. Other articles can be better 
supplied from the East. While the Clara Cell was in port, he 
received a large shipment from New York.” 
*»*»»*** 

Thus the work went on in that department diuing the be- 
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ginning of winter, and, on the 17th of February, the Inspector 
at Memphis wrote to the Commission : “ Our boat, the Missis- 
sijijn, has just an-ived here. She left Cairo at 7 P. M., yester- 
day.” * * * * ii Our shipment to Vicksburg 

will be most timely. Already over two thousand sick and 
wounded have accumulated there, and wounded are arriving all 
the while from the advance, skirmishes being of daily occur- 
rence. At this place there are two thousand five hundred sick 
in hospitals. Our rooms are quite bare of bed-clothing. Bed- 
tick-, sheets, drawers, and pillows, are the only dry goods on 
hand. Tliese arc in fair abundance for the present. I leave 
some 150 packages, mostly barrels of vegetables. Vicksburg 
promi.ses to become once more, for a season, a main base of sup- 
plies. I shall probably leave the larger part of my cargo there. 
The residue will go on to New Orleans. Tlie demand for 
vegetables there is very pressing.” 

The people in the State of Maine had contributed large quan- 
tities of potatoes and other vegetables to the Commission, which 
were shipped by the cargo to New Orleans, but similar supplies 
that were sent down the Mississippi from the Western Depart- 
ment were most timely. At the same time the Chief In.spector 
of the Sanitary Commission, in General Banks’ Department, 
having fitted up the steamer laurel ITill as a Hospital Trans- 
port, to ply ujion the Mississippi, was enabled to receive by that 
vessel return cargoes of “sanitary stores,” from Cairo and the 
Northwest. Thus the labors and the “ sanitary stores ” of tlie 
Western Department, over which Dr. Newberry presides, har- 
moniously meet and commingle upon the lower Mis.sissippi with 
those of tlie Eastern Department, over which ilr. Knapp j>re- 
sides. The work is one, the purpose one, and the results one, 
harmoncous and national. And these characteristics have become 
80 apparent as to disarm and dispel the petty jealousies and the 
tendency to “ State exclusiveness,” that for a year or two had 
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been seriously threatening to diminish the utility of the popular 
sympathies and spontaneous contributions of the people. 'State 
Agents, for relief of State troops, have found the National Sani- 
tary Commission already disbursing equal and impartial aid and 
means of succor to the soldiers from every State, as Federal 
troops, and into the common depicts and channels of this Com- 
mission, the several States and their special Agents now most 
gladly pour their gifts ; and the special Commission that was 
organized at St. Louis, under General Fremont, while it has 
brought into the work of humane succor and sanitary aid 
vast resources and the long continued and energetic personal 
labors of such noble philanthropists as Mr. Yeatman and Rev. 
Mr. Eliot, li!is earnestly and often co-operated most opportunely 
with the Agents of the Central Commission. Tlie loyal forces, 
and refugees in Kansas and Arkansas have not been overlooked 
a permanent agency of the Commission, under the cafe of Mr. 
Brown and Dr. Slocum being long established at Leavenworth, 
and, through Medical Officers and otherwise, the troops at Little 
Rock and along tire Arkansas and White Rivers, “sanitary 
stores’' from the Sanitary Commission are being continually re- 
ceived and disbursed. 

The great central channel of our national commerce is again 
open to tlie use of the long line of States which before the 
rebellion proudly claimed it as the grand avenue of mutual 
wealth and a trusted material bond of Federal unity. Rescued 
from disloyal rule by military valor in battles that live in his- 
tory, that great channel of the Mississippi will be guarded by 
forces that will never yield any portion of its course to insurg- 
ent obstruction, though for more than a thousand miles our 
most trusty trooj» must, for this purpose, continue to brave the 
perils of its malarious flanks of bayous and bottom lands. T1 e 
Commission has thoughtfully foreseen this, and is now pre- 
paring for such sanitary service and aid as may be required. The 
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Medical Department and tl»e Government at Washington are 
preparing for the better care of the Colored troops in that re- 
gion, and the Commission has appointed a special Inspector to 
investigate and report the wants of that important class of the 
National forces in the Great Valley. 

State of ike Sanitary CommissiorOa work in the Department 
of the Oaf . — The large cargo of “ sanitary stores ” that was sent 
forward with General Banks’ expedition, was advantageously 
applied by the Commission’s Agents, as our forces moved across 
the Tcche, and subsequently against Port Hudson. A special 
dejxjt of supplies having been established at Baton Rouge, a 
Field Relief Corps, with ample stores went forward with tho 
forces that were sent into the Red River country, and the aid 
then rendered was most timely. One of theBanitary Inspec- 
tors, who had been officially requested to aid in providing for 
the wounded who were to be sent t»the rear, from the vicinity 
of Franklin, write?, under date of April 22d, 1863 ; 

*«•««««• 

“ Orders having been given to the captain of the Laurel Hill 
to proceed with his boat up the leche, and receive on board the 
wounded lying at Grover’s division hospital. At the special re- 
quast of Dr. Iteed, the Medical Director of General Grover’s 
division, I took charge of this Imat, saw that two days’ rations 
of beef, pork, tea, sugar, etc., for throe hundred men were placed 
on board, and that the boat was prepared to receive the 
wounded. Having left Mr. Mitchell to go on with tho army, 
I reached the hospital with the Laurd llill about two o'clock 
in the afternoon, and immediately reported to Dr. Pease, of the 
Cth New York Regiment, the surgeon in charge. The w-ork of 
placing the wounded on board was at once commenced, but tho 
hospital was at some little distance from tlie river, and our corps 
of assistance small ; we succeeded, hewever, after impressing 
into service a few negroes and mule teams, which wo found on 
the plantation, in getting all our wounded comfortably on board 
the transport.s, by two o’clock the following evening ; about one 
hundred of the wounded lay on the floor of the main saloon, as 
many more on tho main deck, partially protected by tho upper 
14 
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deck and some canvass awnings ; most had either a blanket or 
an overcoat, many had both— many had neither. As the night 
was quite cool, there was probably more suffering from a want 
of clothing than from any other cause which it might have been 
possible for ns to remedy. 

“ I saw that all were furnished with a supper of beef broth, 
made from beef which we had shot and dressed tha same after- 
noon, and with which we were abundantly suppliea. The boat 
started down the river about sunrise, when we all recommenced 
our labore adjusting, dressing and serving to all beef broth, tea 
and bread. Late in the morning we had a quantity of most ex- 
cellent milk pnnch, made from the milk which I had brought 
on board, which was administered to those who needed it. 

About one o’clock, P. M., we reached Erasbier City, and with- 
in two hours fifteen cars were ready to receive the wounded, all 
of whi(;h, with the e.xception of about thirty of the severest 
cases, it was proposed to move to New Orleans. The work of 
transferring from boat to the care was now commenced, and 
continued until about nine o’clock in evening. In the mean- 
time I brought on board another supply of milk, by means ot 
xvhieh we were able to prepare a large quantity of very 
nice cofiee, several canteens of which were given to each 
nurse to be issiied on the way down. I also purchased all 
the soft bread which I could find in the town — seven or eight 
dollars’ worth — had it cut into slices and bettered, and distri- 
buted it myself through the train before it started for New Or- 
leans. 

“ Two facts are noteworthy in the whole of this expedition. 
First, the wounded had plenty to eat and drink. Second, there 
were no tedious and wearisome delays in our transportation. 
Indeed. T think I may say, with tnith, that nowhere within the 
range of my experience have wounded men been tran.sportcd so 
great a distance with less discomfort; and it affords me the 
greater pleasure to make this statement as I am representing 
wdiat has occuyed in the far Southwest, in a dc])artmcnt so re- 
mote as to be almost beyond the reach of critici.sm, as well us in- 
ac(«ssible to that kindly succor which has so often come to the 
relief of the armies of Nfirginia and the West.”* 


* VVe find tlie fo!lowin^ itatcmont respecting the CommUston'e work in the De- 
^Mrtmcnt of tlic Gulf, in a commuoicatioo from a well known Surgeon, published 
in the Stamford (C<.) Adpccale: 

• « * « • * • • • »*• 

*' My first acquaintance with the Sanitary Commission came through a small 
pamphlet, aent lue by iU agent, aoon after our arrival at Camp i'arapet. Follow- 
log up Ibo Invitation cooUiuoJ in it, 1 made the acquaiutance of its agcui, and 
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With the army investing Port Hudson the Sanitary Coinmia- 
Bion had sent up such means of supplcmentarj’ relief sis it waa 
ahle at tlie time to command, but there began to be experienced 
a great want of fresh vegetables, and at the time the enemy 
capitulated, the most important sanitary aid that could be ren- 
dered was the supplying of tliat want ; and this, as we havo 


foun 1 (hnt through him I could obtain, without circumlocution, the essentials for 
the hout^ckeeping department of a military hospital, whether in active campaign, 
or guard duty, or the more settled couditiun af po<9t, or city hospital, and whether 
the patients were suffering from dUeu^o incident to the locality in which they 
were situated, or from wounds received in battle. And, Mr. Editor, I wloh to bear 
testimony (o the fact that, in all tho»e various conditions, the Sanitary Commit 
Sion furnishes to the suffering soldier just that kind of delicacy or substantial whicb 
a judicious mother or wife would furr.isb if thev had opportunity. I have seen 
empty ok! buildings, ns by magic, assnrae in a Jay the air of comfort and order of 
arrnngement oflongci»tabli!‘b(*d city hospitals. Not soon shall I cease to warm 
over the rcculicctiua of some of these transformations. Fur example, men to the 
umnbcr of several hundreds, after the fight at Bislund, were brought to Berwick 
City in flat-boats, skiffs, and little steaniers, wounded in every conceivable man* 
ner. They bad received all the attention that good medical skill could afford 
amid the din and smoke of actual confixt, but were so dirty, black, and uncom* 
fortable, as nut to l>e recognized by their most intimate friends, until the renovat- 
ing hands of tender nurses had washed away their blood ond dust, and put on 
them and their beds clnan clothes; ail which, not excepting a piceo of sonp or a 
TOW of pins, were furnished by the modci d'-parlment of the Gulf, and the Sanitary 
Commission, sent thence eiglity miles over a slow railroad, but in time to do all 1 
have intimated. And I mast siy, that he wlio Imd lot>kcd, on the morning of 
April )8,at the interior of that deserted building in Berwick t ity, store below and 
tenements above, its largo and smalt rooms, dusty, cobwebbod, gloomy, and also 
at the Urge hnll of an arijoining huilding in the snme condition, making in all a 
floor arifa of about 1,500 yards, had seen on the following morning every availa* 
ble yard of this space covered with wounded men, our coun/ry# 6rave«, suffering 
anguish such as a wounded soldier only knows, without the shadow of comfort ; co 
the same evening ognio seen ail these sufferers arranged in trim rows, on iron bed^ 
•tends and good mattressps, clean wounds, clean bandages, clean lint, dressings, 
dc., clean shirts, clean cirnwer-'*, clean sheets and pillow-cases, clean wards, wittk 
towels, and howls, and brii^lic^, and rows of pins in their places, tables supplied 
with vases of flowers, pitch^-rs of ice-water, tumblers, bowls, vials, packs.-es, nil in • 
their places, and the poor suffrrers sleeping (juietiy under thoir musquito nets, all 
order, all cleanliness, all beautiful, at Post Hospital No. ‘i. Anybody, I say, that 
•aw, as 1 saw, all this, and was nut moved with deep i/rntitude IowrkU tlie mslitu- 
lion that furnished the means for all this magic change, is a character fur a cage in a 
nieiingerie. Ilie Post Hospital, No. 2, is but an illustnition of Nos. 1,3, 4. at Ber- 
wick City, at the same time, also at Brashesr City at dlfbuent times ; also at La- 
fourche Crossing. In short, it but iliuntrates what may be at every Imspital, ex* 
(em{>orized or appoinUtd, in the field or in the city, all over the Department of tha 
Gull, as no doubt U the case in every department ; and if all or any of this ia 
wanting in any ca.se, it is due to negligence on tiic purl of oflicersiii chaige of hos- 
pitals, not to want of means furnished by Medical Department aud SuiiiUiry Oom> 
missioa. 

a * • a « • « « 

'* W. n. TuowBfilDCB, 

** Kx Surgeon, 23d Regt. C, V." 
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already noticed, was being done through the thoughtful co-op- 
oratiou of Dr. Newberry, tlic Western Secretary, and at the 
earnest suggestion of General Grant. At the same time tho 
Commission was sending forward to New Orleans, from New 
York and Boston, large invoices of anti scorbutic supplies, and 
it may justly bo inferred that the excellent results of surgical 
and hospital treatment generally in General Banks’ command, 
and the remarkably small sickness-rate of his forces have not 
been uninfluenced by the co-operation of tho Sanitary Commis- 
aion with the intelligent Medical Officers of the Department. 

During tho autumn and winter, the Commission has shipped 
immense quantities of potatoes, onions, cabbage, and other anti- 
scorbutic supplies to its depots in that Department. At the same 
time, all tho Commission’s methods of Special Relief have been 
put into successful operation at New Orleans,* and at other points 
in the Department, Lodges and Supply Depots have been estab- 
lished. A remarkably high state of health has for many months 
prevailed among all the forces of tho Department. At the close 
of the year Dr. E. A. Crane, one of the Commission’s Inspectors, 
reported from New Iberia, La., as follows : “ The sanitary 
condition of tho army is remarkable. I have never seen in any 
of our armies so little disease. But little over your per cent. (L3) 
of the present force is on sick list. Only 5.4 per cent, have been 


* The following notice ii to be seen in all parte of New Orleant, and in the 
hoepitala and placea of mililary rdnJezToua in the Department of tho Gulf : 

DISCHARGED SOLDIERS 
Can obtain all nee led Absibtancb and Infobhation in 
regard to their Claims for Arrtati of Pay, 

Botinty, and Ptniion, without charge, at the Special 
Relief Office if iba United States Sanitary Commiasiun, 

Na 96 JcuA Strcrt, 
between Camp and Magoaine Streets. 

0. C. Bdllabd, 

Sptcial Petit/ Agent, 

New Orleaca, La., Not. 20th, 1863. 
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reported sick, including those sent to General Hospital since 
Oct. 1st. The highest rate obtains in the cavalry division, as 
most of the picketing now falls upon it. One division of the 
army reports only lAj?er cent. sichP 

The Inspector attributes this remarkable freedom from sick- 
ness to “ light duties, fair ratims, including sweet potatoes., 
and an alnindance of fresh meat., and a healthy climate.” 

The work of the Eelief Agents in that Department is occa- 
sionally varied by opportunities for rendering aid to returning 
prisoners, as in the following Instance, which was recently r&- 
ported by Mr. J. Stevens, Jr., in the Tdche and Ecd Elver dis- 
tricts : 

“I have given out the larger portion of my stock, and am 
now packed up read}’ to leave for Franklin to-moiTOW, if pos- 
sible. 1 have doteruiincd to make this move after consultation 
with tliose who know best here. There will bo no need of me 
foi' a few days at least, and I can easily return if necessary. 
Nearly all the sick have already been sent from the General 
Hospital. When the vegetables and pickles arrive I wish yon 
would-advise me, for they arc needed here, although there is 
plenty of fresh meat. 

“ (in Christmas, at the invitation of Dr. Sanger and Col. 
Molyncu.x, I went out with a flag of truce for the exchange of 
prisoners, taking supplies for the sick. An ambulance for chests 
and a horse was placed at my disposal. There Was quite a largo 
party of oflicers, making it very agreeable. We took out some 
two hundred and fifty rebels, and received seven hundred 
of our own men. They were a most forlorn looking set of 
men. Covered with rags and dirt; many of them foot-sore 
and worn out by the long march, hardly one with a whole pair 
of shoes, tliey had not even their nakedness covered. I had 
punch, coffee, and beef stock made for the sick, who took it 
greedily, and seemed refi-eshed. The rebel officers thought the 
Sanitary Commission was ‘quite an institution;’ said they had 
heard of it before.” 

Sanitary watchfulness and work in the Department of the 
Gulf, will continue to he of the utmost importance until the end 
of the war. In that climate — especially in camp life — the price 
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<cf health is eternal vigilance ! And the fact Bhould here bo 
Btatcd that tlic uiieeaBiiiK thoughtfulness and official attention of 
the successive Military Commanders in that Department, re- 
Bpccting all matters affecting the health of Kew Orleans and of 
the military posts of tliat region, are to bo mentioned as among 
the most essential causes of the high state of health in the large 
towns and the military commands of the Department. 

Sanitary ^YorJi in North Carolina . — Malaria and scurvy have 
continued to bo the chief sources of peril to the Federal troops 
along the coast of North Carolina, and the Sanitary Commission ' 
has always instracted its Inspectors to render all necessary aid 
in providing the great prophylactic or preventive means against 
the prevalence of those important causes of sickness. This pre- 
ventive work has been of priceless value to the soldier. The 
same is true of vaccination, which, as in almost every other di- 
vision of the army, has been continually urged and practically 
wded by the Sanitary Inspectors. Particularly has this been 
important wherever colored troops are recruited, for, as a gen- 
eral fact, they come into the ranks unvaccinated. The various 
hospitals of our forces in that district have continually received 
such aid as occasion re(iuired, and whenever the troops are in 
active service, the Commission’s Agents go with them and ren- 
der such service as they can. 

Dr. Page, who is the Commission’s Inspector in that district, 
is a gentleman of great intelligence, and was for several years a 
resident at Newberno. lie has urged the necessity of making 
adequate preparations for the protection of the troops against 
Bcnrvy, which from time to time manifests itself among them. 
Potatoes, onions, and the cruciferous vegetables are now being 
largely cultivated under his direction and advice, seeds and im- 
plements having been furnished by the Commission. lie writes 
in March : 

• *««««*« 


> 
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“ By the interest of General Pock, we have secured the dis- 
posal of lifty acres of good land, of proper exposure ; some of the 
coarser implements, such as ploughs, hoes, &c.. have been ob- 
tiiined from the service. Any amount of manure is at hand, 
and the transportation furnished ; and the labor is secured partly 
by volunteers from the soldiery, and ]>artly from detailed con- 
trabands. An intelligent Lieutcmuit of the 19th Wisconsin baa 
charge of the practice working of the farm, and there is much 
of emulation and intelligent zeal among the volunteer yoemen- 
soldiers engaged. It wul teach them a lesson of the yield of this 
soil, and of its capabilities under our warm sun and long season, 
which will surprise and delight them. 

“ I am encouraging, in every way, the disposition of our hos- 
pital sumeons, stewards, and others to establish gardens, largo 
and small, My , own little patch of Last year and this winter 
seems to act as a strong stimulant. The movement will be a 
God-send, literally, to our troops.” 

« * * » * * f * » 

At an earlier date, Dr. Parrish, who visited the district, re- 
ports: 

• *«««»*• 

“ The district allotted to the doctor covers a wide range, em- 
bracing in all sixteen general and post hospitals, including a 
convalescent camp. To all of tlicse stores have been supplied 
upon the requisitions of the surgeons, and I am happy to know 
that the most cordial relations exist between the surgeons and 
the Commission, and that they co operate most earnestly to pro- 
mote the well-being of our troops. During my visit it wa.s my 
privilege to accompany Dr. Samuel McCormick, the Medical 
Director of the Department, whoso inquiries into the condition 
of the hospitals were through and accurate. It was equally 
plea.sing to notice the readiness with which the Medical I)irec- 
tor of the post and his associates not only responded to the in- 
vestigations of their superior officers, but were anxious to make 
a full exhibit of all tiie affairs intrusted to them. Dr. Page 
accompanied the Medical Corps, and the occasion presented a 
cheering evidence of the unity and fcllowlffiip existing between 
the surgeons and the Commission, and their joint efforts to aid 
each other in the great work of promoting tne comfort of our 
soldiers. ' / 

“ The Stanley Hospital, at Hewlicm, the Mansfield, at More- 
head City, and the Hammond, at Beaufort, are the chief in size and 
importance. The two first are erected on the pavilion plan, 
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and are well ordered in all respects. Dr. DcCormick directed 
tlie use of china table furniture where tin was used, because of 
its wholesome moral influence upon the troops. It is more 
home like, and promotes the reflection that the Government is 
careful for the eoinfort and well-being of its defenders. 

•‘During the seige at Washington, N. C., the agents of the 
Commission were on hand with their varied stores, and their 
usefulness is a matter of record. All the hospital transports 
were well supplied with the means for ‘ aid and comfort ’ from 
the d6j^t at Newbern. About forty regiments have been under 
inspection, and I judge, from an examination of many of their 
camps, that they are well policed in most regards. I was par- 
ticularly impressed with the substantial and comfortable appear- 
ance of many of the camps. Log houses, with glazed windows 
and open lire places, are common. The regimental hospitals 
are generally comfortable and well supplied. 

“In the marshy district between Newbern and Morehead City, 
and on the lino of the railroad between these two places, there 
are several encampments, in which there has been much sick • 
ness. At Newjiort barrack.s, esjieeially, the men have suffered 
from intermittent fevers. It is unsafe to allow the same troops 
to remain long at a time at this point. The quinine ration has 
heen used fredy, and in some localities with marked advantage. 
If company ofheers were held to strict account as to the care of 
their men, and were required to inspect each one daily, with re- 
ference to under-clothing especially, cleanliness, Uie use of pre- 
scribed prophylactic means, the temperature and ventilation of 

? uarters, &c., I am satisfied much sickness would be prevented, 
t is not unfrequently remarked that some companies in the same 
camp are more sickly than others, and the difference is doubtless 
owing to the difference in the attention and care given to the 
men by their officers. 

“'I ho prisoners of war, confined by rebel authorities, have also 
been the recipients of aid from our agents in this department ; 
and the cases of individual relief afforded refugees and to sol- 
diers needing transportation, ifcc., are not a few. Air. Geo. B. 
Page acts as the relief agent, and is an earnest worker in the 
cause.” 

From these statements it is manifest that although attracting 
but little public notice, the Sanitary Commission’s work in 
North Carolina is too important to be overlooked. 

The Sanitary CoJnmission in the Department of the South . — 
The statistics of the sickness and mortality in General Gilmore’s 
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army present conclusive evidence that at the date of the occu- 
pation of Jacksonville, and the battle of Olustcc, the sickness- 
rate of the forces in that Department had become reduced to a 
minimum almost unprecedented in the history of armies in any 
latitude. Yet at that period it appears that the Sanitary Com- 
misuon’syjr^ftfniiue methods of labor there were continued in 
full activity, and, as we shall presently have occasion to notice, 
the means of battle-field relief were in perfect readiness for every 
exigency. The present Sanitary Inspector and Superintendent 
of the Commission’s work in that department. Dr. M. M, Marsh, 
had at that period, just completed his first year of service there. 
The following extracts from his annual report will satisfactorily 
present the record of Sanitary work accomplished. Better re- 
sults could not bo desired by the Sanitary Commission and the 
people : 

Dr. Marsh commenced his lalwrs in the Department in the 
month of February, 18G3. At that time the forces then under 
General Hunter were stationed at eleven different localities, and 
extended a distance of 250 miles along the const. lie says : 

“ The larger 'portion of this command, mostly from New Eng- 
land and New York, had been hero from the occupancy of these 
islands in November, 1861. They were innured to toil, obedient 
to discipline, observant of sanitary laws, in jiei-son and quarters, 
and were an efiicient contented body of men. By the side 

of these were regiments from the army corps, who were 

dificontented, and occasionally accused of a tendency to insub- 
ordination, neglectful of conditions essential to health. Among 
the.se there was a much greater percentage of sickness than in 
other portions of the army similarly situated. The first business 
of the Inspector was to advise officers and privates of the neccs- ' 
sity of stricter compliance with sanitary laws, to secure an in- 
crea.scd standard of health. And with this compliance came not 
health, simply, but a marked improvement in efficiency and dis- 
cipline. This fact was subsefjuently acknowledged by those in 
command. We are justified in asccribing the approved 
to attention to sanitary rules, hitherto neglected, by the fact that 
in this corps were regiments subjected to all the conditions 
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of locftlity, &c., which produced in contiguous regiments a dis- 
orderly spirit, but wliic-h were efficient, contented, and happy ; 
and that tlicso were the regiments most remarkable for personal 
neatness, and for the cleanliness of their camps and quarters. 
Your Inspector believes that not the least of the benefits in this 
war rendered to oflicers by the Sanitary Commission, has been 
its indirect influence in promoting discipline by increased at- 
tention to sanitary precautions, among tlic men of their respec- 
tive commands. 

“ Among the first efforts to mitigate suffering in this denart- 
ment, was the attempt to alleviate the condition of the soldier 
going North, discharged from the service in consequence of sick- 
ness. Up to this time, the man who had served his country 
faultlessly, and sickened in her service, was discharged ; and 
without any provision for his enfeebled condition, in clothing or 
care, was shipped upon any CTOvemment transport, as a thing 
no longer useful. The consequences can be readily seen — much 
suffering and many deatlis in transit. The Inspector immediate- 
ly supplied all that could contribute to the personal comfort of 
these unfortunate men ; and, in some instances, sent attendants 
to minister to their wants upon the voyage. This, however, 
could not meet tlie e.xlgency entirely. Upon these transports 
was no accommodations, nor proper medical care. After con- 
sultation by your Inspector with members of the Commission, 
and Bubsequentlv with Gen. Hunter, the Cosmopolitan, a spa- 
cious steamer, with capacity for three hundred and twenty-five 
beds, was set apart by the General as a hospital ship, for the 
puriioso of conveying the sick or wounded to their destination, 
and consigned to the Medical Director of the Department. 

“ The Commission Immediately issued to this steamer two hun- 
dred and fifty beds, and other requisites ; and has since continued 
to contribute supplies. This provision has been crowned with suc- 
cess ; and under the able management of the surgeons assigned it 
by the Medical Director, many lives have been saved that must 
by ordinary modea of transportation have been sacrificed. 

“ The last two weeks in March, and first two in April, 
were devoted to preparation for the first Charleston ex]icdition. 
Abundant preparations were made by us for any exigency ; but 
happily no casualty occurred, nor was there any call upon our 
stores. 

“ A schooner of ample dimensions had been assigned us by 
General Hunter, giving, ns was his wont, timely notice for pre- 
paration. And here it is but simple justice to this officer to re- 
mark, that there has been no reticence in his communications to 
the Commission of whatever would contribute to an early prepara- 
tion for any emergency. Immediately after this unsuccessful 
movement, preliminary steps were taken towards a repetition of 
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tlic advance npon Cliarleston, by way of Morris Island, &c. 
General Gilmore has since secured Morris Island as the base for 
further advances. 

“ The months of May and June were devoted by yonr Insjwc- 
tor and his assistant to the wants of the troops condueting onen- 
sive operations against ilorris Island, and ol those stationed at 
Hilton Head, Beaufort, Fernandina, and other posts in the De- 
partment. 

*• Very early in July active operations commenced on Folly 
Island. A large brig (and a tow) had been assigned ns by the 
General commanding to transfer all necessary stores. On the 
8th and 9th we took in cargo from the depot at Beaufort ; on 
the 9th left Port Royal harbor ; and early on the morning of 
the 10th, in the waters of Stono, threw out to the breeze, Irom 
the mast-head, the flag of the Sanitary Commission. The suc- 
cessful assault was made on that morning, with trifling loss on 
oiir part. The circumstances connected with it have been al- 
ready communicated, and I will not repeat them. It is proper, 
however, to remark, in this connection, that the CosrnojKtluan, 
which was returning from a trip north with disabled men, waa 
at 8 A. M. passing off Stono, and noticing what was transpiring, 
ran to Hilton Head, fifty-two miles distant, reported, and re- 
turned to the scene of operations before 4 P. M. ; thus making 
one hundred and four mdes in less than eight hours. I mention 
this to show the zeal of the Medical Department in the discharge 
of its obligations. And if at any point in this article I speak of 
seeming deficiencies in that depai-tment, I wish it distinctly un- 
derstood that these arose from circumstances beyond control, 
and not from any lack of sympathy, activity, or intelligence on 
the part of the medical stall. 

“ If the history of this war is ever properly written, its bright- 
est page will be that which recounts (imperfectly even) the un- 
tiring as.siduity and self-denial of the Medical Stall' in the dis- 
charge of its immense responsibilities. 

“ Dr. Crane, Medical Director, and Dr. Dibble, Cliief Medical 
Officer of the island, with ambulances, immediately proceeded to 
the upper end of the island, where, early in tho day, hospitals 
had been improvised for the wounded, principally Confederates, 
few of our men having suffered. These wounded were consigned 
to your Inspector, who transferred them to tho (Josviopolitan, in 
charge of Dr. Bontacue, for which position there are few so well 
qualified by professional ability and energy. 

“ The wounded, comfortably placed in bertlus, were the same 
night removed to Hilton Head ; and the ne.vt morning at eight 
o’clock, the Cosmopolitan entered the liarbor. During the 
morning it was ascertained that the boat could ascend Folly 
River, on the opjjosite side of the is and, within a half mile of 
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the hospitals. At 11 A. M. the boat vras anchored there At 
12 M., of the same day, (July 11), an unsuccessful assault, in 
which we lost one hundred and thirty-one men, was made upon 
Fort Warner, to which tlie enemy liad retired the morning jire- 
vious. 'these wounded were first cared for at the hospitals, and 
thence transferred to tlie boat. And here I ought to pay a 
tribute to the untiring energy and tact of Messrs' Iloadley and 
Day, of the Commission, who, with their assistants, met the ne- 
cessities of eveiy wounded man on the preceding, on this, and 
on subsequent days ; administering to their wants in the tem- 
porary hospitals, supplj’ing clothing, accompanying the ambu- 
lances to the boat, furnishing extra clothing and stores upon it, 
if needed, on its ])assage to the general hospitals at the Head and 
Beaufort ; cheerful under exhausting labors, and inspiring the 
Bufterer with "hope. From the lltli to the 18th the willing 
strength of the whole command was taxed continuously in pre- 
paration for the coming assault. Every particle of transporta- 
tion was necessarily devoted to the munitions of war, which ac- 
counts, in part, for any deficiencies that may have been experi- 
enced in the medical and commissariat departments. In this 
interim the Commission added in large quantities to ti e stores 
it already had on Morris Island ; conveyed thither by a circui- 
tous route, not less than seven miles, in rowboats, furnished, and 
in part manned, by the obliging miartennaster. Captain Dunton. 
The men detailed for this unusual and somewhat hazardous em- 
ployment (the enemy holding one bank of the stream), worked 
night and day with a will ; and many a poor fellow who sub- 
sequently received the benefit of the supplies of the Commission, 
may thank thc.se soldiers for the sole and laborious method by 
which these abundant supplies were placed within available dis- 
tance. On the evening of the 15th our tents were arranged and 
flag floating. After consulting Brig. General Seymour, com- 
manding the advanced force, it was resolved to siqiply every 
man in the front, and ultimately all who should participate in 
the assault, with tea, Boston crackers, and concentrated beef 
for soup. This provision was absolutely essential, from circum- 
stances already given ; and many a pioor fellow, on the night of 
the 18th, fought with great bravery, aided by the encourage- 
ment and strength afforded by this food, continuously bestowed 
by the Commission for nearly seventy-two hours previous. 

“ The manner of the attack, (on Saturday night, the 18th July), 
incidents connected with it, disposition of the respective forces, 
numbers, &c., being purely military inattere, 1 shall pass over. 
The participation of your employees in the scenes which trans- 
pired I will hriefl}' describe. 

“ On the afternoon of the 18th each individual attached to the 
Commission had his work assigned, and the means with which 
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to accomplish it put within his reach ; and {greater praise cannot 
be given than the statement of the simple truth, that the next / 

morning witnessed that each man (with one or two exceptions, 
and for a few moments only, and in circumstances of great peril) 
had faithfully discharged the duty appointed him. 

“ The Sanitary corps were distributed as follows : A portion 
to act as auxiliary to the metlieal force in the front and in the 
hospitals ; anotlier to assist the wounded at the hospital, and 
conduct them thence to the boats, (two besides the Cosmopolitan 
had been secured), which were to convey them to the general 
hospitals at Beaufort ; and a third to render any additional assist- 
ance which might become neces.sary in their transit. This terri- 
ble repulse illustrated the benefits and defined the po.sition of 
the Sanitary Commission. For on this fatal night, to the ex- 
tent of my knowledge, not a blanket nor change of apparel, nor 
bedsack nor pillow, to save torn limbs or fractured heads from 
the crowded decks, but was furnished by the Commission. As 
previous to the assault the Commission fed, so now it sujiplied 
whatever could mitigate the sufferings of the unfortunate soldier. 
Abundant changes of clothing were placed upon. each boat, to 
use if necessary during the voyage. In anticipation of casualties, 
tlie Commission, previous to the expedition, had supplied the 
live hospitals in Beaufort to the extent of their capacity. On 
the arrival of the wounded six more ho.spitals wero opened, and 
fully furnished from our stores. 

“ We will pass over the interim of ten days on the field. Na- 
ture, meanwhile, is not forgetful of her dues. For weeks previ- 
ous to the assault, in the enthusiasm of toil and confidence of 
triumi)h, she had gis’en the soldier credit for her expenditures ; 
but now in the despondency which ever follows defeat, the ex- 
liaustion of vital force, the scantily furnished and unsuitable 
diet, with depressing climate and continuenis labor, she prose- 
cutes her claim. Decisive evidence of a tendency to scurvy be- 
comes quite general throughout the command. And although 
inspired by the unwavering hope of ultimately reducing Charles- 
tbn, the vital forces were compelled to succumb, and soon, in 
many instances, one half the regiment answered to the si<-k call. 

Here again the untrammclcd capacity of the Commission for 
immediate action demonstrated its utility. Your inspector made 
at once immense requisitions on the Commission, which were 
honored with a liberality that will forever endear them to these 
Buffering patriots. The abundance of fresh vegetables and acid * 
fruits which they furnished, soon produced a decided and happy 
change. And here it may bo remarked that the ordinary diar- 
rheeas and even dysentery of this region are most successhdly 
treated by the exhibition of acids. Pickles, onions, vinegar, 
lime juice, the mineral acids, particularly nitric, and the ‘ Liquor 
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Ferri Nitratis,’ proved tlic most certain remedies. At this point 
was introduced a new feature by the agents of tlic Commission 
in this department, and nllimatcly sanctioned by their superi- 
ors. This was to supply witli vegetables not only the sick and 
wounded, but all on duty ; which seemed the only way to check 
the prevailing malady. The malady was thus not only checked, 
but eradicated; for at the present time not one well-marked case 
of scurvy — the scourge of crowded, ill-nourished troojis — is re- 
ported in the entire command. The appreciation of this act of 
the Commission in furnishing these absolutely essential supplies, 
cannot be better illustrated than by the congratulatory order ofthe 
Major General Commanding, which was read at the head of 
every regiment throughout the department; unless, indeed, the 
voluntary honor paid the flag of the Commission by the passing 
Biilute of various regiments be so considered. 

“ Another feature peculiar to this department has been a 
liberal supply of ice, furnished by the Commission to all privates 
in the command. The trozen streams of Maine have been made 
to cool, not only the burning lips of fever, but to assuage tho 
thirst of exhausting toil in South Carolina. It is believed a far 
greater amount of labor and a higher standard of health have 
been secured by these daily issues of ice to every soldier. 

*• There arc two points in connection with this campaign that 
deserve special notice. One the constant and still continued aid 
rendered your employees by the military authorities. Kot a 
wish could be suggested but it was complied with, and not uii- 
frequently re<]ucsts were anticipated. Fines and goods confls- 
cated for infr.action of laws of trade have been turned over to the 
Commission for distribution to the soldier. And especially has 
the nurturing care of the head of tJie dejiartment Maj.-Gen. Q. 
A. Gilmore, been extended to the Commis.sion. 

“ The other point to which I would call attention is, the fra- 
ternal welcome and assistance in the discharge of duty extended 
by the entire medical corps in the department. Their systema- 
tic aid has rendered unnecessary the employment of •numcrovs 
agents, lightened the pereonal labors of your inspector, and con- 
ferred upon him obligations that he will ever remember. And 
liere it is proper to state that the devotion of many of these 
medical men to their regiments has awakened everlasting grati- 
tude in the hearts of the reeij)icnt.=, and called forth the adnlira- 
tion of every beholder. Though not so directly ex])oscd to the 
bullets of the enemy, yet to a danger even greater, by constant 
contact with disease, no class of men in the army deserves so 
well of their country as the regimental surgeons. 

“ The enthusiasm that fired the soldier in the earlier period of 
the siege may have somewhat abated, but his determination to 
do remains unchanged. Many instances of chivalrous daring 
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conld be given, but these belong to military history, The health 
of the command is good ; the total of sickness and casualities at 
present not exceeding 0-J- percent. 

“The amount of expenditures during the first eight weeks of 
the siege was exceedingly liberal, and has secured for the Com- 
rnis-sion a character for acute discernment and active sympathy 
with tlie sufl'ering soldier that will ever be remembered by the 
army in this department.”* 
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Probably there eould not bo found in the history of armies 
a bettor example of the utility of sanitary works and the ap- 
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plication of the plainest principles of hygiene, than has been 
presented in General Gilmore’s army these many months past. 
A large anny of volunteer troops, occupying the marshy islets 
in front of Charleston and southward along that malarious coast, 
after maintaining continued and laborious seige operations and 
keeping up an unremitting line of pickets, and guarded defences 
upon that perilous coast from Morris Island and Beaufoi*t 
to St, Augustine, instead of being annihilated or even weak- 
ened by the peculiiu- insalubrity of climate and tlie exposures of 
camp-life in that region, at tlie end of a year’s service is rejxjrted 
to be suffering a percentage of 8icknt“8s not greater than the sams 
classes of men usually suffer while pursuing their ordinary avo- 
cations in civil life. And that this result is largely owing to the 
unceasing vigilance and faitliful service of Sanitary and Medical 
officers, those who are liest infonned entertain no doubt 

The eneiTi'y and constant watchfulness that have characterized 
tlie management of the Commission’s work, have won the con- 
fidence and admiration of inilitarj’ officers of every rank,* whila 
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tlic soldiers in the camps and trenches, as well as in the hospitals, 
express their gratitude by voluntary oflerings to the Sanitary 
Treasury. They keep in grateful remembrance the watchful 
care that brought ice and wholesome beverages to them when 
sweltering and fainting on Morris Island, in the approaches to 
Fort "Wagner, and in the planting of their morter batteries 
against Sumpter and Charleston, and they never forget the 
thoughtfulness and heroism that were displayed by the 
Sanitary Relief Corps in the trenches and moat before Fort 
Wagner, on the 18th of July;* nor can the sick be unmindful 
of the aid which the hospitals have been continually receiving 


Bfinitftry Commission, and to express his thanks to the gentlemen whose humane 
efforts in procuring and distributing much needed articles of comfort have so ma- 
terially alleviated the Bufferings of the soldiers. 

, Especial gratitude is due to Dr. M. M. Marsh, Medical Inspector of the Com- 
mission, through whose efficiency, energy, and zeal, the wanU of the troops have 
been promptly ascertained, and the resources of the Commission made available 
for every portion of the army. 

. “ By order of, 

Brig.-Gcn. Q. A. Oillsiore. 

“ Ed. W. Smith, A. A. G.” 

* A writer in the North Amerioan Revuio, in illustrating the Sanitary CommU. 
sion's methods of Prerentive and Relie/ work, makes the following allusion to 
the haUlt-relief at Fort Wagner: 

• * * * • * The reader cannot fail to notice that, in a great 

variety of labors upon which the Commission has entered, these two grand divisions 
of its work and purposes are necessarily and happily conjoined and co ordinate. It 
would be difficult to say whclber the one or the other element, in this theoretical 
■division of the work, predominates in such labors as we have been describing. 
And when, for nearly seventy-two hours prcviou.s to the terrific assault upon Fort 
Wagner, upon the night of July 18th, the Commission’s Inspector, Dr. Marsh, with 
the cordial approval of the leader of the assault, held his brave detail of aids un- 
flinchingly to the duty of supplying the storming party in front with nourishing 
food and beverages until they reached the fatal moat, and then himself led his 
heroic helpers in the humane and perilous work of rescuing the wounded, and at 
the same time supplying almost all the means of succor and comfi>rt which those 
mangled soldiers received until they were brought to the general hospitals, sixty 
miles away, that succor nud relief was the best, the only, eanativ^ care those brave 
men could receive. By such beautiful illustrations, which have continually marked 
the war-work of our army, ufleo upon a grand scale, yet ever regarding the indi- 
vidual wants of the sufferers as wall as tbe general results to be reached, has the 
B.anitary Commission's first {Kistulate been proved both true and practicable,^ 
namely that *this war ought to be waged in the spirit of highest intelligence, hu 
manity, and tenderness for the health, comfort, and safety of our brave troops.*" 
—North Ainerican ReviexD, Aprilf 1864. 
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in the line of special comforts and home-like delicacies, together 
•witli an abiindjince of fresh supplies for each hospital hy every 
steamer from New York.* 

"Wliile the reader cannot fail to notice the vast quantities in 
■which certain articles were supplied to the troops before Cliarles- 
ton daring the summer and autumn, — for example, ice to the 
amount of 390 tons, cabbage in currio [a very nicely prepared 
anti-scorbutic] to the amount of 255 barrels, &c., &c., — it should 
be remembered that the example and influence of the Sanitary 
Commission, ■while furnishing such special sanitary supplies 
were even more important than the supplies themselves, for the 
Sanitary Inspector made it an object of chief concern to advise 
and aid the proper authorities to procure and regularly furnish 
all the staple articles for an anti-scorbutic diet, and also to im- 
prove by every possible means the essential conditions of per- 
sonal and camp hygiene. 

Just prevdous to the movement of General Seymour upon 
Olustee, in Florida, Dr. Marsh reported that a “critical re- 
inspection of most of the troops (in the vicinity of Charleston) has 
been made within the last four weeks, their wants ascertained 
and supplied, and their sanitary condition closely scrutinized.^ 
The percentage of eickness in tJie force is very low. It would not 
be proper to state here how low. Almost the only malady is 
clu-onic diarrhoea.” 

lie also states that he “ has endeavored, by a free issue of 
vegetables, to supplement the Government rations, and thus 
diminish the tendency to diseases arising from a want Of variety ' 
in the food of the men.” And while thus engaged near Charles- 
ton, the Inspector wa.s also ordering “ sanitary stores” forward 
to Jacksonville, Fla., so that the first men who sickened or were 


* Tlieae Truh aupplies for the extra diet of the boepitala, were requested by the 
Uedical Oireotor, ood ore not iocladed io the list girea on pagee 237 and 238. 
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•wounded after the occupation of that place, received all needed 
aid. Then came the sudden order from General Seymour to 
move forward some fifty miles, where, in the swamps of Olustee, 
a large number of his brave men suddenly encountered a 
tragical fate. The Commissioii’s Relief Agent, Mr. Day, with 
a select corps of assistants, had pressed forward from .1 ackson- 
ville, taking with him all the battle-field stores he could trans- 
port. What duties occu])ied the hands of those fearless and 
thoughtful Relief Agents, and what necessities there were for 
the means of succor whicli they had so hurriedly brought with 
them, let the following statements from eye-witnesses of that 
murderous battle explain. A correspondent of the New York 
Daily Times says: 

* * * « anticipation of an immediate action, the 

Cliief Medical Officer, wlio, by i)i-evious exj)erience, knows uixm 
what source to rely, telegraphed to the Post Surgeon at Jack- 
sonville, who informed tlie Commission of the emergency, and 
also the fact of liis utter inability to furnish any supplies of any 
nature. The Commission immediately forwarded its stores, witli 
a corps of efficient workers, under the direction of one to whom 
such scenes were not unfamiliar. The first ten miles of this roll- 
ing road was a foot-race, and quickly j^erfonned. The services 
of the Commission on this field are rei>resented by all as inestim- 
able. Indeed, no other supplies were on the field. This fact is 
universally acknowledged. Thus your readers, whose hands are 
toiling to furnish means to alleviate sufll'ring, can know that the 
efficiency of their agents accomjdished all that human eflbrt 
could to lighten suflering and strengthen the ebbing current of 
life. The Commission first met the wounded and saw the last 
placed on the cars to leave for the hospital in Jacksonville. This 
brief notice is but a faint expression of remarks spontaneously 
given, from the private to the highest iu command.” 

All this occurred as a matter of course in the regular way of 
the Commission’s method of ojieration in that department of 
the army. The Chief Inspector had promptly sent forward an 
ample supply of “sanitary stores” and competent Relief Agents 
to Jacksonville. He was ready to render aid to the Medical 
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Officers and to the wounded ; and when the Medieal Direetor 
summoned that aid at Baldwin and Sanderson, it was promi)tly 
rendered. Whatever were the causes of delay and insuffieiency 
of the regular medical supplies, the Sanitary Agents had pru- 
dently avoided the necessity of any explanations and apologies 
to the Commission. Such an illustration of the method and 
utility of the Commission’s work in the most distant fields and 
upon the most sudden and trying emergencies, will never be 
forgotten by the men and officers who witnessed the service.* 
The people at home will never forget it. 

But while praises are awarded on every hand to the Agents 
of such Batlh-jidd Relief, the Preventive or strictly sanitary 
work of the Commission goes on noiselessly and unseen, produc- 
ing results equally as humane and far greater in their import- 
ance to the health and strength of the army than any means of 
succor that could be brought to the men who fall in battle. To 
aid occasionally in giving needed succor to hundreds of wounded 
soldiers upon the field, and for weeks subsequently in the hos- 
pitals, is a work worthy of all the care and cost of the Commis- 
sion’s sanitary establishment in any Department ; but the saving 
of thousands of troops every month from disease, by means of 


* The following Order wu [promulgated bj the General in command, on hia 
return to JackaonrUle : 

“ HcAnoDAnnw. nianiict or Fi/iarnA, 

“ Dapabthunt or thc South, 

" jACKaoKTiLLC, Flobida, March 8, 1864. 

“ Oeiural Order* No. 10 . 

“ The Brigadier-Oenerel coninianilini; grnt* fully recalla to the recollection of tha 
tmo|ie of I his command, the debt incurred by them during the recent movemrnia, to 
the Saiiiiary Commiaaion and ita Agent, Mr. A. U. Day. Much Buffering hua been 
alleviutcd and many incoBvciiienciea removed hy the energy end piomiitncsii with 
wltich the BupplicB of the Commiseioti iiave been pinced at the control of our luedi- 
cal ofliccrB ; and for thoae who have hern no bentfiti-d, ofRcera and men, the 
BrigAdier-Qeneral offera hia own and their moat sincere tbunke. 

“ By order ot 

“ Brig -Oan. T. Sbthoiii. 

(Signed) " R. M. Hall, 

"First Lieutenant First U. 8. Artiliery, 

“ Acting Asaiatant AdJulant.QetwraL” 
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well-directed preventive labors and “ sanitary stores,” adds to 
the humane character of such labors the attributes of military 
strategy and patriotic aid in sustaining our country's cause. 
The perfect cordiality that characterizes the official relations 
of the military authorities and the Sanitary Commission’s Agents 
in the Department of the South, and the earnestness with which 
they co-operate, prove that the sanitary work and “sanitary 
stores” are regarded as faitliful allies to the heroic work and 
engineering in which our army there is engaged. 

LaUst 09pecta of the work of Sjxcial Relief . — The Sanitary 
Commission’s Homes, Lodges, Hospital Directory, and the vari- 
ous offices and methods for relieving special distress, may justly 
be regarded as permanent institutions, which the Commission 
must maintain until the end of the war. There are now [ilarch, 
1863], twenty-five Homes and Lodges scattered along the lines 
of our armies ; and, “ in these Homes and Lodges,” says the 
President of the Commission, in a letter to Rev. II. W. Beecher,* 
“ twenty-three hundred soldiers (different ones) daily receive shel- 
ter, food, medical aid, protection, and care. These soldiers are 
such as are crowded by the rigidity of the military system out of 
the regular channels ; soldiers left behind, astray, who have lost 
their military status, convalescents, discharged men, not able to 
get their pay. Of these, the average length of time they are on 
our hands is about three days. The priceless value of this sup- 
plementaiy system no tongue can tell. The abandonment of it 
would create an amount of suffering which a multiplication of 
2,300 by 365 days in the year, will but serve to liint at. 

“ In connection with these homes, at the great military cen- 
tres, New Orleans, Louisville, "Washington, are bureaus in aid 
of the discharged soldier’s great necessities, growing out of his 


Bn Rev. Dr. Setloieet letter in Banitarjf Commiuion Sulleiin, Feb. 16, 1864. 
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loss of papers in battle, or during the bewilderment of sickness, 
or through tlie ignorance of hia superiors, or his own : 1. A 
Claim Agency, to secure his bounty. 2. A Pension Agency; 
3. A Back-pay Agency. The mercy of these ministries, by 
which soldiers and their families, lielpless without this aid — the 
prey of sharpers, runners, and grog-shops — are put in speedy 
possession of their rights, is inexpressible. We have often $20,i 
000 a day of back-pay in our office at Washington alone, which 
might have been lost forever, or delayed until it was no longet 
needed by the soldier’s own family, without this system.” 

This is a kind of service for th« soldier that will necessarily 
tend to increase rather than diminish, while the war continues ; 
and, e.xpericnco is showing the Commission, daily, the necessity, 
of still farther enlarging its agencies and means of Special Re- 
lief as our armies move forward still further from the basis of 
operation and points of rendezvous, recently near the front. 
Afcanwhilc, invalids and claimants for pension increase, while 
freshly recruited forces are hunying to tlie field. 

For o\ir famished and sickly prisoners in the hands of the 
enemy the Commission has exerted itself to the utmost to con-, 
vey the means of relief^ and whenever the door has been opened 
its supplies have been quickly sent forward. And it may here 
be remarked, that the means for meeting such opimrtunities for 
conveying succor to Federal soldiers in prison, mimt be kept con- 
stantly in hand by the Commission. Both the treasuiy and the 
ddp»‘)ts must be abundantly supplied. 

To the Confederate prisoners in our keeping, the Sanitary 
Commission has extended all the succor that has been allowedi 
by the military authorities. To their sick and wounded, when 
accessible to the Agents of the Commission, such means of suo- 
cor and humane care have been e.xtendcd as the claims of a com- 
mon humanity have required. In its regard for the woes of the’ 
enemy’s wounded and sick, when they have fallen into the hands 
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of our forces, the Sanitary Commission has practically esta- 
blished the principle and usages of neutrality in respect to the 
treatment of such persons. 

The Commission’s concern for our disabled soldiers, wherever 
they may be found in need of sanitary care or friendly aid, cannot 
be essentially diminished at any point during the war ; and several 
questions are now assuming great importance respecting the 
more permanent wants of the disabled classes. To these ques- 
tions the Commission must give increasing attention. 

At an early period of the war the Commission’s methods of 
Special Relief brought to light important facts relating to the 
present system of invaliding and pemionB. Indeed, the whole 
subject of the sanitary and social welfare of the permanently in- 
valid class pressed itself upon the attention of the Commission, 
and in the month of August, 1862, the special inquiries upon 
this subject took shape, and have been pursued with increasing 
interest until the present time. An associate member of dis- 
tinguished ability, then undertook, without cost to the Board, 
the work of personal insi>ection and inquiry respecting the mili- 
tary invalid sydems of Europe, and he has since reported very 
fully upon the subject. Other associate members have been 
giving continued attention to the study of the subject in its 
Tarious aspects at home, until conclusions well based and highly 
important to the welfare of the invalid da»s, as well ns to the 
economical and social interests of the nation, have been reached. 

That these inquiries were originally undertaken in the full 
belief that the aisorhing capacity and tendencies of our social 
state aud the patriotic spirit of each community, would render 
great national Asylums or ^'‘Iloteh des Invalides ” unnecessary 
and unsuited to our wants, is evident from the following passage 
which we quote from a Document of the Commission, publislied 
in the autumn of 1862 


* Z>ocvmmt No. 49, SuiitHry Commiuioo. 


Digitized by Coogle 


238 


“ The Sanitary Commission are mncli exercised with the snb- 
ject of the future of the disabled soldiers of this war. They cal- 
culate that, if it continue a year longer, not less.tlinn a hundred 
thousand men, of impaired vigor, maimed, or broken in bod}', 
and spirit, will be thrown on the country. Add to this a tide 
of another hundred thousand men, demoralized for civil life by 
military habits, and it is easy to see what a trial to the order, 
industry, and security of society, and what burden to its already 
strained resources, there is in store for us. It is, in our judg- 
ment to the last degree important, to begin now, to create a 
public opinion which shall conduce to, or compel the adoption of, 
the wisest policy on the part of our municipal and town govern- 
ments, in respect of disabled soldiers — so as to discourage all 
fiivor to mendicity. * * * * 

**«•»*** 

* * * * “ We don’t want a vast network of 

soldiers’ poor-houses scattered through the land, in which these 
brave fellows will languish away dull and wretched lives. Nor 
do we want petty State asylums, to l>e quarrelled about and 
made the subject of party politics. We want to economize our 
battered heroes, and take care of them in such a way as to main- 
tain the military spirit and the national pride; to nurse the 
memories of the war, and to keep in the eye of the Nation t!i« 
price of its liberties.” ***** 

After much experience and observation in connection with tho 
Special Relief work — in the matter of discharged soldiers, inva- 
lids partial and permanent, back-pay, pensions, &c., as provided 
for by that branch of tho Commission’s service — it was finally 
resolved, at a recent session of the Commission, to give authority 
to a sub-committee of the Board to establish experimental Sani- 
taria for certain classes of disabled soldiers.* 


* Tho follovlng wore the resolutions adopted at that meeting, [March I0tb» 
1864], upon the subject of the Invalid C/oss: 

** Rtftolwd^ Tliat a Committee of four be appointed by the Chair, to consider the 
subject i«f the orgnnis>ition location, and final establiabment of Nalionul Sanitaria 
for discihled soldiers, to rep<»rt at their earliest convenience. 

** That said Committee hare power to employ any necessary number of skilled 
agents to collect all aTailable information in regard to the number of persons dea> 
lined to be thrown on the public rare by tho war; to inquire what p4>riion of these 

are likely to fall under the protection of the Statea, and what of the Pi drral Got* 

ernmeot; to learn what State eoterprisee are already a-fuot, or in oporaiion, and 
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Meanwhile the great straggle for subduing the rebellion 
goes on with increasing vigor, and the number of soldiere who 
must receive Sanitary care and Special Relief in various ways 
at the hands of the Commission, is continually increasing. 

A brief statement must be made in this place respecting the 
present plan of Sanitary aid in the Convalescent Camp near 
Alexandria, Va. ; and likewise respecting Fresh Supplies to the 
great Hospitals in the Department of Washington. 

“ Camp Convalescent,” near Alexandria, will long live in tlie 
memory of the thousands of soldiers who have tarried there as 
convalescents, preparing for their return to their regiments after 
leaving the hospitals. It is now known as the “ Rendezvous of 
Distribution,” and about the period that the Sanitary Commis- 
sion commenced its labors there, it was popularly known among 
soldiers as “ Camp Misery." The frequent inspections and re- 
ports for tlio benefit of Camp Misery had failed to reform its 
sanitary and social condition. Several thousand feeble and 
needy men from the hospitals were every week added to its 
population, and as many thousands departed thence for the 
field, or again to hosjjital. Under the direction of the military 
authorities and Surgeon-General Hammond, a radical improve- 
ment of the administration and medical care of the Camp and 
its vast population was commenced, and for the Sanitary Com- 
mission’s share in the work of reform there a lady was selected 
as the Agent. A recent number of the '■^BuUctm ” refers to tlie 
history of her labors as follows : 

“ At the late quarterly meeting of the Commission, a very full 
and interesting report was presented by Miss A. M. Rradley, the 


their cbtracUr and prospects ; and what Federal provisions are under consider- 
ation. Also, to tabulate and systematize the results of the inquiries pursued by 
Mr. Olmsted, Mr. Perkins, ami Dr. Ordronaux. in relation to this subject 

** Uttolvtd, That under the advice of the Standinj; Conamittee, this Committee 
have power to establish such experimental Sanitaria as they may think noceasary, 
to settle questions that caooot be reasonably determined on theoretical grounds/" 
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a"ent of the Commission at the Convalescent Camy, Alexan- 
dria, Va. It covered tlie operations of Kelief from January 
17th to December 31st, 1SC3. 

“During this period of twelve months 111,825 soldiers entered 
the camp, in passing from the military hospitals to their respec- 
tive regiments, or to their homes, on certificates of permanent 
disability. To these soldiers, including the inmates oi the Camp 
Ilospital, Miss Bradley distributed the following ‘ Sanitary 
Stores ’ among others : 64 blankets, 67 quilts, 355 pairs of slij>- 
pers, 10,096 towels, 100 woolen vests, 850 woolen mittens, 1,263 
woolen shirts, 200 woolen drawers, 500 cotton drawers, 24,200 
envelopes, 1,272 cotton shirts, 803 coarse combs, 178 fine combs, 
besides com starch, cocoa, beef-stock, brandy, rice, sugar, tama- 
rind vinegar, &c., &c., «fec.” 

“ I arrived on the 17th December. On the 21st, when the 
soldiers were all assembled in line for inspection, I passed around 
with the officers and supplied seventy-five men with woolen 
shirts; I worked on the principle of supplying only the very 
needy. The same day I ifisited the tents, and finding many 
sick men, induced the commanding officer to place at my dis- 
posal some hospital tents. I soon had a hospital, and com- 
menced to nurse such poor fellows as I gathered from among 
the well men of the camp. 1 foimd otheis whose discharge 
papets had been lying in the office for some time ; these men 
being too feeble to stand in the cold and wet and wait their turn. 
I carried them to my hospital and warmed and clothed them, 
applied for their papers, and then sent them into Washington on 
the way to their homes.” 

* * * * * * ■» * 

“ In order to guard against misapplication of the stores. Miss 
Bradley prepased cards to be used as requisitions upon her 
Store-house, and placed them in the hands of a selected soldier 
in each division in the camp. This soldier or wardmaster ex- 
amined the knapsacks of the men in his division, and thus ac- 
quired a knowledge of the real wants of all. Having ascer- 
tained the actual wants of the men, he sent them to the quarter- 
master to ascertain whether he would issue clothing on Govern- 
ment account. If not, they were then sent to Miss Bradley to 
obtain clothing or other necessaries from the Commission store- 
house. By constant daily personal inspection. Miss Bradley 
rendered herself familiar with the wants of the soldiers, and sup- 
plied them quickly and fully. She says that from May 1st, 
1863, to December 31st, 1863, with few exceptions, all the sol- 
diers discharged from service in this camp were conveyed by 
her to the Commission Lodges at Washington. Tlxo number 
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of sucl) bcneficiiiries was over two tliousand. "When it is re- 
membered that the vast majority of these men were siiffering 
from incurable disease, prostrated in strength, and rendered 
excessively sensitive to all the trials and exposures of transporta- 
tion, the value of Miss Bradley’s services may be in some sense 
a])prcc!iated. They were conveyed to Wasliington in amhul- 
auces, and transferred to the comfortable Lodges of the Com- 
mission to await, in comparative ease and comfort, the comple- 
tion, through Commission agents, of their discharge papers. 
Many lives were thus saved and incalculable suffering pre- 
vented.” 

Similar labors are being carried on, upon a smaller scale, in 
connection with other places of rendezvous and at the various 
great centres where convalescents are gathered, but it is seldom 
that a woman has found such a fiifld of labor as that which is 
occupied by Miss Bradley. Tier peculiar fitness for the duties 
of “ lady superintendent ” of hospital nursing and administra- 
tion were proved in the Ilospital Transjxirts during the Penin- 
sular campaign, and in her place at the Rendezvous of Distribu- 
tion her labors have been above all praise. Recently, she has 
started a weekly paper entitled “ Tlie Soldiers' Journal" of 
which she is the Editress, and which is published for the moral 
benefit of the convalescents and for the pecuniary benefit of the 
children of deceased and disabled soldiers. 

Fresh supplies for the General Hospitals . — The exhausted 
and barren market of Washington being really incapable of 
furnishing suitable supplies daily for the extra diet of the great 
hospitals in that district, the proper method of meeting so great 
a want was regarded as a sanitary question, and it was settled 
by establishing, in Philadelphia, a purchasing and forwarding 
agency tor the needed fresh supplies for those hospitals. The 
business was commenced in June, 18C3, by an official order 
from the Medical Director to the oflBcers of all the hospitals, 
directing them to accept tliis voluntary channel of the Sanitary 
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Commission as tlio regular source of supply, and that as far as 
practicable the hos 2 ntal fund should be applied to the paymeut 
of the cost of the ai ticles thus furnished, thereby re-iuibursing 
the Cotniuission as far as possible. 

Thus the best of all the fresh supplies of vegetables, meats, 
dairy products, fruits and delicacies that can be found in the 
markets of Philadelphia, are furnislied in the most perfect con- 
dition every morning, by r<f rigerating cars, at the Dep<'>t in 
Washington.* Of course, the results of this system of supplies 
are eminently satisfactory to the Medical Officers and patients 
in the hospitals. This self-supporting branch of Sanitary aid to 
the hospitals is still continued with entire satisfaction. The 
total weight of the fresh supplies tliat have thus been furnished 
by this agency to the hospitals in the vicinity of Washington, 
from June 24^1, 18C3, to Ajiril 1st, 1864, amounts to mr/re than 


^ olijt'Ct nf the CnmmUsion, in undertaking this work, wna to 8**cnre to 

the eoldirn* in the luv^pitMls a greater amount, with larger varit't.v, and l>vlter 
quality of fiMid than Cutiitj mherwise be purchased by the lionpitul fund; Tim' pre* 
Tioui*ly all eiipplira had to be bought nt (he Waaliington irnirki'ts. which are **x- 
travAk/nnily highland liiiiiled in variety. Most nf the piirchH^e» had t>* b«* ii'ado 
on credit iiiatead of at cabIi prireti; fi*r the hosfdlal fund by whirh auppliei^ are 
btHii/htii* n«it crediteti to the hoapitui until the end of t* e ln••nlh, when it is 
known how many of the rutiuiis due to that borpital have not been druwu from 
the Ooimuidsar^.’' 

• ••• *«•••* 

** Th«>f»e end>* were reeur>d first hv purchasing all Mipplies at wholesale prices 
ftt rhibi<l*‘)phiu. wtiere the whole State is a gar<ien, by loeuns of our agents, wlio 
bad no eingle interest but t» obtain the very best mat eriaU porsihle at the most 
rets«>nul»te at cat-h pm-es; for the Commission advances the money day hy 
d<y. and at the etid of the miiith receivrs it from the Cumiulssury, u{>on orders 
from the several hl*^p tala 

“Tlie'-e supplies are brought In Washington by Adams' Kipress Company, in 
A'Ctic ears, which run daily. Ihese cats are relrigerators, lined with xtne, and 
catry ice. 

*' rite supplies for the day. bought the afternoon previous in riiiladelphia. are 
rendv for dtdivery at five oMiKik in the morning, when the wagons are sent from 
tlte I nspitals. esih for its invoice, ns ordered, leaving the order for the day f«dlow- 
ing. 'I lius. With itetfect eyetem. nil wants are met. and every article in its »ea> 
B*m which the market in the country affords, is furoisi ed to the soluiers m 
huspilHl. 

••'Hie hospitals sav that their men were never Irefore so well ferl, with sn good 
a vtriety. ami at such ren)»onid>lecost. The average timney-ssving lo the hmpilela 
by this Hgi'ticy is est matoil at about fifteen or eighteen per cent,, with a correa* 
ptuding iucrease of food for the soldiers.”— -iSaniVary CviMmUaiun BulUtin, 
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o tJiousand and thirty tons (exactly 1,030 tons, 1,174 lbs.) ; and 
the total cost of tbis vast amount of material Las been $139,- 
271 44. 

Practically tbis system of supplies is in operation in all tbe 
great centres of military hospitals remote from Nortbem mar- 
kets, as at Nashville, Murfreesboro’, Chattanooga, Vicksburg 
and Peaufort, altliough at those places the acciunulations of 
the “ hospital found ” are not expected to re-imbursc the Com- 
mission as the Wiishington hospitals do. 


The Sanitary Commission's Aid to the Sick and Wounded in 
the Navy. — The opportunities for rendering a.ssistance to the 
Sanitdry sendee of our Navy have been comj)aratively infre- 
quent, but ■whenever any wants of the sick and wounded upon 
gunboats and ships of war have come to the knowledge of tlie 
Commission, its agents have rendered all the relief in their 
power. The gunboats upon the Mississippi and other rivers 
Lave received from the Sanitarj' depots and Sanitaiy steamers 
considerable quantities of hospital supplies, delicacies for the 
sick, &c. The facts relating to this subject are so well stated 
by Dr. Jexktxs, the General Secretary, in the following corre- 
spondence, that his letter is here introduced entire : 


“ U. S. Saxtt.vrv Comxiissiox, ) 

“ 823 Broadway, V 

“New York, February 9th, 1SC4. ) 
“Madam, — I have received from Mr. Strong your note of 
yesterday, drawing attention to a statement that alleged neglect 
by the C. S. Sanitary Commission of the claims of the Navy on 
its regard, is alienating friends who are not inh)rmed as to the 
facts of the Commission’s past and present relations to that arm 
of the public service. 

“Though you do not need to be again told what you know so 
well, that the Commission has, from the first, sought to excr^iisc 
its functions impartially, as a ‘ Commission of Inquiry and Ad- 
■yice in respect to the Sanitary Interests of the United States 
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Forces' whether afloat or ashore, yoti will perhaps allow me to 
present to you such facts pertinent to the matter as now occur 
to me, for the information of any of your correspondents who 
may be less familiar -with our work than yon are. 

“Soon after the organization of the Commission in 1861, 
its good offices were officially tendered to the lion, the Se- 
cretary of the Navy, and its practice has ever since been to 
renew to the Chief of the Medical Bureau of the Navy and to 
commanders of squadrons, as occasion has arisen, its offers of 
service and assistance. At its last quarterly meeting in Janu- 
ary, the Commission appointed a committee to confer with Dr. 
Whelan, the Chief of tne Naval Medical Bureau, concerning the 
present sanitary condition and wants of the Navy. That its op- 
])ortunities have been vastly fewer to serve the nav^ than the 
sister service in the field, detract not from its di.sposition to min- 
ister equitably to all the national forces, whenever it may be 
privileged to serve them. The Commis-sion’s view of equity, in 
assisting the two branches of the service, is to give aid in pro- 
portion to the need of each. 

“ The Navy, from its compact organization, its adequate sys- 
tem of supplv vessels, which, besides the ordinary- stores of food, 
clothing, and medicine, regularly take to each of the blockading 
squadrons, ice, fresh meat, and vegetables, and bring home its 
sick men to its well-provided Marine Hospitals; and its small 

i )ercentage of casualties in its peculiar blockade duty, has much 
ess frequently than the amiy afforded to the Commission the 
opportuiiitv of supplying any lack of Governmental service. The 
fact, too, that every sailor is at home on shipboard, receives 
regularly his food and clothing, and generally secures his sleej), 
insures tor the Navy an average sanitary condition far higher 
than the army often attains. 

“ And yet the occasions are, though relatively, not really few, 
in which the Commission has been able to supplement for the 
the navy the jirovision which the best-orded bureau.x cannot in 
time of extended operations secure against occasional defi- 
ciences. 

“ Without referring to our records, I may mention some of 
the facts of which I am pereonally cognizant, which illustrate 
the above statement. 

“During the early summer of 1862, the gunboats in the Ba- 
munkey Biver guarding the supply depot of the Army of tho 
Potomac, at White House, Va., received not unfrcqnently ice, 
and wine, and delicate food, for the comfort of their sick. So in 
the James River, for a month after the memorable “ seven days,"’ 
the naval flotilla shared to the extent of its needs the attention 
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of the Commission, required fortunately far less by it than by 
the laTid forces. 

“ In July the Commission communicated to Commodore 
Wilkes its willingness to send semi-weekly a steamboat from 
Hampton Hoads to the uppermost station of the James River 
Flotilla, which should visit each gunboat and naval vessel, re- 
ceive its sick, and care for them while in transit to the hospital 
at Portsmouth, or elsewhere, at the pleasure of the Commodore. 

“ The Blockading Squadron before Charleston, and the com- 
mands of Admirals Farragut and Porter on the Mississippi, have, 
on many an occasion, had reason to bless the kind hearts at 
home who projected and sustain the U. S. Sanitary Commission, 
whose open hand is never withheld from the suflerers of either 
service, when once their wants are known. 

“ You recollect the occasion when, during the bombardment 
of Forts Jackson and St. Philip, l)elow Hew Orleans, the .Medi- 
cal Oilicers of the navy were enabled, by the assistance of I)r. 
Blake, the Commission’s Inspector, to establish at Pilot Town, 
in the Southwest Passage, a liosi)ital for tlie fleet, and to fur- 
nish it liberally with sponges, chloroform, oiled silk, adhesiv^e 
phister.s, bandages, lint, sheets, &c., «&c., at a time when the de.sti- 
tution of the fleet as regards these articles, were most complete. 

“I pick up the ‘■Sanitary Reporter' of January 1st, and read 
that on a recent trip of tlie Sanitary steamer Clara Bell down 
the Mississippi, the Commission’s agent made provision of fresh 
vegetables to supply the wants of the IJ. S. gunboats about 
Vicksburg; and between Natchez and New Orleans furnished 
similar supplies to five others, the Osage, Chilicothe, Choctaw, 
Lafayctle, and Champion. 

“ While I am writing this letter a report comes in from a 
Relief Agent of the Comiftission, who has recently visited the 
naval stations at and about Key West, Florida. 

“ I make a brief c.xtract : ‘ We also found at Tortugas the gun- 
boat , Ca])t. , commander, no surgeon on board, number 

of men si.xty-fi ve. Capt. stated that there has been no vege- 

tables on board during the past si.\ weeks. Consequently, I 
thought it proper to issue to the men a limited supply, which 
was very gratctully received.’ 

“ I have fretjuent reason to know that the officers of the navy 
fhem.selves do not share the opinions of those who think that the 
ConimisJon neglects the navy. That some of them at least feel 
differently, is sliown by the fact that on the first day of National 
Thanksgiving the officers of the sloop-of-war Saratoga made a gen- 
erous offering in aid of the Treasury of the Commission, of whose 
impartial beneficence they had been witnesses; and by the other 
fact that at the late Fair in aid of the Cincinnati Branch of the 
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Commission, both officers and crevrs of the Korthem Mississippi 
flotilla, from the Admiral to the powder boys, cheerfully gave a 
day’s pay to swell the funds, which were to return in part to 
them converted into the material of relief for their future ne- 
cessities. 

“ Desiring to enable you to set riglit your correspondents, I 
liave not waited to seek etidence from our archives, but hoj>e 
that I have been able to show that the U. S. Sanitary Commis- 
sion has ever desired to lend its helping hand to any portion of 
the national forces. East, West, or South, afloat or asnore, that 
requires its ministry. 

“ I am. Madam, very truly yours, 

“ J. Foster Jexkixs, 

“ General Sec’v of the IT. S. Sanitary Com. 

“ Miss Loris A Lee Schuyler, New York.” 

I 

7^e Treasury and Financial Resources of the Sanitary Com- 
mission . — The financial history of the Sanitaiy Commission yet 
remains unwritten, but we are enabled to present the following 
brief sketch of the resources and administration of the Central 
Treasury, upon which tlie life and progress of the Commission’s 
plans have depended. 

Immediately upon the organization of the Board, in the 
month of June, 1861, the Commissioners took counsel with a 
few discreet and patriotic gentlemen connected with Life In- 
sfiranee and with other great corporate interests in our cities, 
and having received assurances of approval and necessary aid, 
suflieient funds for immediate requirements were soon forwarded 
to the Treasury, in response to a single appeal, in which the 
Commission said ; “ We look to tlie Life Insurance Comjianies, 
whose intelligent acquaintance with vital statistics constitutes 
them the proi>er and the readiest judges of the necessities of such 
a Commission, to give the first endorsement to our enterprise by 
generous donations — the best proof they can afford the pifblic of 
the solid claim we have on the Ijberality of the rich, the patri- 
otic, and the humane.” 

16 
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The promptitude, heartiness, and the encouraging words, with 
which the leading Life Insurance Companies responded helped ' 
the Commission at once to inaugurate its plans of practical 
labors in camps and hospitals. The leading merchants of New 
York had, immediately upon the organization of tlie Commis- 
sion, started its Treasury, and their preliminary' aid was followed 
by contributions from the New England Life Insurance Com- 
pany amounting to $1,000 ; from the New York Life Insurance 
Company, $5,000; the Mutual Benefit Company $2,000; and 
the Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York, $3,000, 
which has since been swelled to $9,000.* Other classes of busi- 
ness men offered their counsel and aid at the beginning of the 
Commission’s work, and having, in July, 1861, organized a 
Central Finance Committee, they bade the Comissioners go on 
vigorously with their plans.f 


* Various corporations have at times made very liberal contributions to tb* 
Sanitary Treasury. The Banks in the city of Near York made a contribution of 
116 ,900 in the summer of 18C3; the Pneihe Mail Steamship Company has girea 
$4,500, Die Erie K R. Company has giren $5,000, ami the Hudson liiver R. R. 
Company has contributed $5,000, to the Metropolitan Fair. These are worthy 
examples. 

f The following extract from that Financial Committee's first appeal,, illustrates 
the spirit of its spontaneous offer of aid and co-operation; 

« » * « Nerer before, in the history of human benevolence, did a gra- 
cious ProviJence vouchsafe an opportunity for doing good on such a ec<de; to so 
great a number; in eo short a time; and with comparatively so little money. Of 
the immense array of three hundred thousand men now in arms in our dcfencc-~to 
be swelled, if necessary, to five hundred thousand — the experienced military and 
medical members of the Sanitary Commission declare that oneji/ih, if not one- 
fourth, who must otherwise perish, may be saved by proper care. 

*««i*«*** 

Men and Women of New York I We beg you to awake to instant action. 
Heath is already in the breexe. Disease, insidious and inevitable, is now stealing 
tlirougb ihc camps, on scorching plain, in midnight damp, menacing our dearest 
treasure — the very flower of our nation's youth. You surely will not permit them 
thus ingloriously to perish. In the name of humanity and patriotism — in the namo 
alike of justice and manly generosity, bidding us save them who stake their lives 
in saving us — in the name of the honored ancestors, who fought for the land we 
lire in — in the name of the Blessed Being, the friend on earth of the sick and the 
suffering, we now commit this holy cause to your willing hearts, your helping 


Digitized by Google 



243 


The financial embarrassments of the times, during the first 
year of the war, rendered it necessary for the Commission to 
arrange its metliods of operation and tlie rate of expenditures 
upon a very guarded and economical scale ; and that circum- 
stance, as well as the large experience and business habits of 
several members of the Commission, led to the introduction of a 
most rigid system of accountabibty and economy in the use of 
the funds of the Central Treasury. The Treasurer, George T. 
Strong, Esep, was unanimously electe<l to his position in the 
Board, no less on account of special experience and fitness for 
such a trust, than for his acknowledged ability in counsel and 
philanthropic labors, and it is known that the financial concerns 
and prosjiective wants of the Commission have received his un- 
remitting care. The popular support and success of the Sani- 
tary Treasury, upon which such vast interests have continually 
depended, have been worthy of the faithful care and efibrt that 
have been bestowed upon the Commission’s financial afiairs by 
the Treasure^, and by those associates whose business habits have 
justly constituted tliem the trusted advisers of the Board in all 
matters pertaining to the safe and economical management 
of funds. 

Though the immense quantities of material supplies that are 
received and disbursed through the sanitary Commission’s chan- 


hsndt; \rith our earnest assurance that wbatover you do will bo doubly welcome 
if done at once. 

" Samvkl B. Rugoles, 

" CBitiSTOPBER R. RoBcar, 

" Robert B. Mintubh, 

" Oeorge Opdtkk, 

“ JONATBAN STURGES, 

“ Morris KEraiuB, 

“ W ILLtAU A. BoOTB, 

■ “ David Hoadlet, 

“ J. P. Giraud Foster, 

" Cbables £. Strong, 

" Members of the Executive Committee of the Central Financial 
“ Committee U. S. Sanitary Association. 

"Nxw York, July 18, 1861." 
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nels are mainly the home offerings of the people and the pro- 
ducts of accumulation or purchase by the Branches of aid, the 
maintainance of a Central Treasury, always adequate to the de- 
mands for systematic efforts in every field, by Prevention and 
llclief, has from the first been a paramount necessity. To its 
funds California and the gold-mining districts have contributed 
most naturally and liberally, as it has been almost the only way 
in which the people of those regions could directly render aid to 
the national cause.* The spirit, the manner, and the amount of 
their giving, are golden ties that add new strength to the Federal 
unity and fraternal sympatliics of all the loyal States, from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific. 

Perhaps it would be invidious to designate the amount which 
each State and city has contributed to the Central Treasury, for 
in a particular State or city all, or nearly all, the contributions 
may have flowed into the local treasury of a Branch of Supply, 
to be employed by it in purchase of “ sanitary stores,” as lias 
been the case in the States of Ohio, Illinois, and Pennsylvania, 
and in the cities of Buffalo and Philadelphia. The Branch of 
Supply in the latter city received, in cash, during the two years 
ending the first of January, 1864, the sum of $119,682 04, nearly 
all of which have been expended by the excellent Managers of 
that Branch in purchase of supplies at Philadelphia, and directly 
in the Belief service of the Commission in that city and else\s here. 

The total amount of money that has been received into the 
Central Treasury of the Commission, to March 4th, 1864, is— 

At the Treasurer’s Office in New York $l,112,8i7 61 

<1 « « “ “ Washington 12,321 05 

j( (( “ “ “ Louisville 8,487 62 

Total receipts of Central Treasury $1,138,628 28 


• For «.me particulnr. respecting the rich conlribnUons from CaUfomU and the 
Mining regioia, aee pagea 73, 74 and 104. 
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The total amount of disbursements by the Treasurer up to the 
date of the above footings is nine hundred and eighty-five thou- 
sand four hundred and fifty-seven and fW dollare [§9S5,457 41J. 
The "aggregate of the sums •which have been expended 6y 
the numerous Branches and Aid Societies in the purchase of 
“ sanitary stores,” &c., would amount to a much larger sum 
than the total receipts of the Central Treasury. Over such ex- 
penditures the Sanitary Commission exercises but little authority, 
but acts a-s the accredited adviser. Yet the more successful 
Branches, like those of Philadelphia,* Boston, Cleavelaud, and 
elsewhere, practically hold their funds, as well as their stock of 
supplies, subject to official orders from the Commission. TIub 
is manifestly the true theory of effective and economical admin- 
istration of such auxiliary aid. The Women's Central Associa- 
tion of Relief, which was established in New York as a model 
for such Branches of supply, furnishes a perfect example in this 
respcctf 

The management of all details in the current expenditures of 
the Commission, is conducted with the same rigid exactness and 
rules of accountability that prevail in commercial life, and in 


* The follovin^ statement, which we copy from a recent report of the Phila- 
delphia Branch “ very clearly sets forth the facts relating to the practical relations 
of that flourishing auxiliary to the Sanitary OommiasioD : 

* * • • • “It will bo observed that the large sum of $82,000 

has been expended by the Philadelphia Agency, mainly for supplies. It is proper 
to remark, in explanation, that the supplies purchased with this money, have been 
bought by order of the Officers of the Oommission at Washington, an<i have been 
forwarded to points designated by them. The Philadelphia Branch has olways 
been regarded by its Officers as an Agency of the Central Commisaion, in the 
strictest sense of the term. With the exeption of certain comparatively small 
sums expended for local relief, they have considered all the funds collected by them 
as subject to the order and control of the Central Office, for tbe general purposes 
of the Commission. 

* * * * * ^ “From the beginning, the Philadelphia Agency has 

tnaintained the policy he holding all its funds, except those required for local pur- 
poses, at the disposal of those Officers of the Commission whode duty it is to as* 
certain where tbe greatest need exists.'* 

f Bci Apptndiz A. 
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the legal care of financial concerns. Proper vouchers and speci- 
fications show precisely how all funds have been expended, and 
these, after having been critically examined, are audited at each 
stilted session of the Board, while the requisitions, estimates, and 
daily record 'of the various agents and employes of the Commis- 
sion are under constant revision by the Standing Committee and 
other resjwnBible officers. The rate of remuneration in the several 
branches of active service under the Commission is considerably 
below the average cost of similar work in ordinary avocations ; 
and, as has been recently stated by the President of the Board,* 
“ these two hundred men receive, on an average, $2 per day for 
labor, which is, say half of it, highly skilled, sometimes of pro- 
fessional eminence, and worth from five to ten times that 
amount. Few of these men could be had for tlie money, but 
they work for love and patriotism, and are content with a bare 
support. Idle Board (all included, twenty-one in number) — 
President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Medical Committee, Stand- 
ing Committee — gi/oe their services and their time gratuitously. 
They receive nothhig. Their travding expenses alone are partly 
refunded them, and Ueese are trifling, excepting the case of one 
or two iohx> go frequently on tours of observation.'’’ 

The Sanitary Commission's Itclatimis 7vith the “ Christian 
Commission " in the Army. — During the Peninsula campaign 
and subsequently in tlie field hospitals at Antletam, the officers 
and agents of the Sanitary Commission found “ Cliristian dele- 
gates” laboring with much zeal and self-sacrifice for moral 
welfare of the wounded and the sick. Consequently, after 
proj>er counsel upon the subject of fraternal relations, and op- 
portunities for co-operation with such “ Delegates,” the General 


* See Dr. Bellorrs’ Letter to Rev. H. W. Beeclier, iu Sanitary Commiuion 
BulUtin, Feb. IStb, 1864. 
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Secretary of the ComraiBsion issued the following oflScial circular 
of instructions to the Sanitary Inspectors : 

“ Centkal Office, Sanitary Commission, ) 

“ Wasuington, Dec. IGth, 1SC2. ) 

“ To EACH Inspector of tub S.anitaky Commission : 

******* 

« 

“ You are instructed, whenever the delegates of the Christian 
Commission offer to give you their aid for battle-field relief 
operations, or in other emergencies, to accept it gratefully ; and, 
for the time being, you will deal with them, as far as possible, in 
the same manner as you would if each individual haa been sent 
to you for special battle-field duty by ofHcers of the Com- 
mission. 

“ You are also instructed at all times to give special attention 
to the representations of the accredited agents of the Christian 
Commission with regard to the wants of the hospitals, and will 
meet those wants to the extent of the means at your control as 
far as possible, consistently with a just prospective regard for the 
wants of others. 

(Signed) “ Fred. Law Olmsted, , 

“ General Secretar}'.” 


The respective objects and methods of the two organizations 
are and should be so distinct as well as harmonious, as to permit 
only the most effective co-working in the same camps and 
hospitals. The following statements from an esteemed “ dele- 
gate of the Christian Commission,” illustrates the happy result 
of such cordial co-working : 


“ U. S. Ciiristian CoAnnssiON, Lrancu Ofrce, ) 

“ Nashville, July 28, 18C3. j 

“ Dr. J. §. Newberry, 

Scc’y West’n Dep’t D. S. Sanitary Commission, Lonisvillle; 

“ My Dear Sir, — I desire, on behalf of tlie Christian Commis- 
sion, to render grateful acknowledgment for the uniform, 
generous and cordial co-operation of yourself and the agents of 
your Commission in our work of bringing spiritual comforts and 
blessings to the soldiers. But for your assistance at the first, 
and its continuance all along, our work would have been greatly 
impeded in the army of the Cumberland. 
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“ Also ill my recent trip to Vicksburg, in the service of the 
Cliristian Coniniission, I was at all points kindly received and 
materially aided by the Sanitary Uommission. ily own teel- 
ings — that the work of both Commissions, though wrought in 
dilfereiu departments, should be entirely co-operative — were 
fully reciprocated by your agents at Cairo, Memphis, and on the 
Barge on Yazoo Kirer. 

“ My observations of your work on that Barge were very 
pleasant. I saw stores dispensed to needy applicants most 
freely, and in surprising quantity and variety ; and when I got 
back to the Blufis. where the sick and wounded wore coming 
into the division hospitals, I found bedding with your mark, 
dried and canned fruit, and lemons and chickens, which could 
have been furnished from no other source. I knew that, with- 
out the timely help of the Sanitary Commission, there would 
have been destitution, and consequent Buffering, in many of 
those hospitals. 

“ I want to bear testimony to the nolile Christian philanthropy 
of the men in charge of your Commission in that dejiartincnt. 
I am persuaded they could not do that work from unworthy 
motives, iloney could not procure such services as yon are 
receiving, for instance, from Dr. Warriner at Vicksburg. 

“ Every week’s experience in my army work, bringing me 
among the camps and through the hospitals, and giving an 
opportunitj", which I always improve, to look in at the different 
quarters of your Commission, leads me to a continually higher 
estimate of the work you have on hand. I am satisfied that 
your system of distributing hospital supplies is the correct one. 
Such large contributions as the people are making cannot be 
handed over to the army on any volunteer system, unless it bo 
for a few days amid the emergencies of a severe battle. A 
business involving such expenditure w'ould be intrusted by a 
business man only to permanent and responsilile agents. 

“ That among all your cmploj’cs there should bo no unworthy 
man, is more than a rea.sonable mind can ask. The Christian 
Coinmissioii and the Christian Church would go down under 
that test. 

“ Let me close this letter of thanks, my dear brother, with my 
daily prayer — a prayer which I learned in your Soldiers’ Home 
in Louisville, and have often repeated since in the Soldiers’ 
Rest at Memphis, on the Barge in Yazoo River, in the Division 
Ilospitals under the guns of Vicksburg, in the Ka,shville Home 
and Storeroom, and in the camj>s and hospitals at kfurfrees- 
borough ; a prayer fresh on my lips, as I have just come from 
seeing wounded and typhoid patients at Tullahoina and Win- 
cltester lifted fhun rough blankets and undressed from the soiled 
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clothes of march and battle, and laid, in your clean sheets and 
shirts, upon your comfortaldc quilts and pillows — a prayer in 
which every (ihristiau heart in the land will yet join — God bless 
tho Sanitary Commission. 

“ Most cordially yours, 

(Signed) “ Enw. P. Smitu, 

“ Field Agent, U. S. Christian Commission.” 

» 

Alost of the supporters of the “Christian Commission ” are also 
friends of the Sanitary Commission, and it is manifestly desirable 
that there should never be any misconception of the fact that 
the Sanitary Commission has officially instructed its agents to 
offer to the delegates of the Christian Commission such fraternal 
and material aid as would tend to facilitate their work and 
benefit the patients in hospital. A scheme of philanthropy that, 
like the Sanitary Commission, has undertaken to diminish tho 
sickness and mortality in our armies to a fraction of that which 
would occur without such interjxJSition, should be aided by labors 
that judiciously bring religious instruction and consolation to 
the patients in the hospitals, and to the wounded in tho field, 
and such philanthropic co-operation continues to be a rule of tho 
Sanitary Commission. 

The International a»pfcts and infiuence of the United States 
Sanitary Commission’’ s work and 'purposes. — In resjwnding to 
the claims of our common humanity, however hmnblo or how- 
ever imposing the demand for aid, we influence in greater or 
less degree the welfare of our fellow-men throughout the world. 
In our day is not every word and every effort that is deliber- 
ately and earnestly put forth in behalf of human welfare, sure to 
take root wherever the progress of Christian civilization has pre- 
pared the mind of men for sympathy in such humane pur- 
poses and efforts? 

During the autumn of 1863, a spontaneous movement was 
made in Paris in aid of tho work of the United States Sanitary 
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Commission, and already the work of the European Branch has 
become well organized, and its agent has shipped most valuable 
Biipplies to the Commission from the vineyards and storelionses 
of Europe.* It has opened correspondence with the prominent 
American residents in the various cities of the continent, and 
also with the leading philanthropists of Europe, who, in becom- 
ing interested in the progress of such an enterprise for htimanity, 
also Iwcome interested in the great results of our national 
straggle. 

American residents in Great Britain have likewise given 
similar expression to their sympathy and aid for their fellow- 
countrymen, and noble minded Englishmen have already sent 
some munficient contributions to the Sanitary' Treasury for our 
sick and wounded soldiers. A British Branch of Supply in aid 
of the United States Sanitary Commission, has been organized 
upon a most promising basis ; and, like the Continental or Euro- 
pean Branch, this movement has been at once spontaneous and 
business-like. t And while these foreign Branches correspond 
in many respects with those that have sprang into existence in 
our loy'ul States at home, they cannot fail, while directly aiding 
to succor the sick and wounded of the Federal army, at the same 
time also to awaken increased regard for the welfare of our 
country, and likewise engage the fraternal interests of the phil- 
anthropic minds in all nations. Indeed there is good reason to 
believe that the spirit and purposes of the United States Sanitary 
Commission as well as its intelligence and example in the prac- 
tical applications of sanitary science and humane succor in 
armies, arc already widely felt in Europe. 

The proceedings and spirit of the International Sanitary Con- 
ference which was recently convened at Geneva, prove how 
readily the progressive civilization and Christianity of our day 


* Sea Appendix B. f See Appendix B, 


Digitized by Google 



251 


accepts and puts in practice the grand problems upon which 
the Sanitary Cominisdon is working, and there is gratifying 
evidence that the spirit and purposes of this American work are 
already largely shared by man}' leading minds in Europe.* 

Influence of the Commieeion's labors upon Sa7iita'nj Science, 
and upon the popular estimation of the Sacredness of Human 
Life. — The art of health depends upon a definite 

knowledge of the laws of health. It is a branch of medical art, 
and is properly termed preventive medicinel In armies it 
has not been customaiy to give any other attention to Sanitary 

Regulations than that which is connected simply with i7iilitury_ 

discipline. The Army Regulations, as such, do not make any 
provisions for the presentation and care of the health of the sol- 
dier, nor is the subject so much as mentioned even in the Re- 
vised Regulations of our Army. Rut there are many points 
connected with the order, regularity, and discipline of soldier- 
life, which incidentally promote and protect the health of men 
in camp, in quarters, or on the march. To collate and explain 
all such passages contained in our Anny Regulations was one of 
the very firet duties performed by the Sanitary Commis,sion.f 
A medical member of the Commission, long familiar with army 
life, prepared this little manual, and very large editions have 
continued to be published and gratuitously distributed among 
officers and soldiers. 

A highly practical “Report upon Military Hygiene and Thera- 
peuticK,'’ as prepared and authorized by a competent committee 
of the New York Academy of Medicine, immediately followed 
the little manual of Rules, etc. ; and of that valuable report 
many editions have been printed and furnished to military sur- 
geons. 


* See Appendix 0. 

f See Medical “ Document C,” “ Jtula for pntming the health of eotdiere.” 
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' A great number of specially prepared essays or monographs 
upon the most important subjects in army hygiene and medicine 
liave been put forth by the Commission, with the design to aid 
the Medical Officers of the army in a way that would be at once 
the most acceptable and most effective.* The interest and ac- 
tive inquiry that have been awakened by these twenty mono- 
grajdis have helped powerfully to keep up a constant watchful- 
ness against the causes of prcventible disease and mortality. 
This is one of the unseen agencies of which the Sanitary Com- 
misj.ion has been enabled to increase and perpetuate Sanitary 
^ — Iffiormation, together with the most practical and advanced 
knowledge in the art of medical care and healing. Ko other 
army has ever enjoyed the influence of such an agency. 

But aside from the influence thus exerted by means of pul> 
lished monographs on hygiene and the care of sickness and 
wounds, the general effect of many of the Commission’s ordinary 
reports and circulars has been to awaken thoughtful attention 
to the groat principles and means of preserving health y while 
every branch of sanitary work for the soldiers, has strongly 
tended to keep alive a proper estimation and consciousness of 
the value of life and health, and of the skill and care required 
by those who suffer wounds and sickness. In this way tlie 
popular ajipreciation of IIeai.tii and the means of preserving it 
has been rapidly increasing among all classes; and while the 
carnage of our terrilde war has naturally been weakening the 
common estimate of life’s value and sacredness — an effect in- 
separable from the bloody strife of continued battles — the varied 
appliances and earnest puiqioses of theSanitaiy Commission and 
its branches of ai 1, have been continually and everywhere taught 
in an impressive manner that life is sacred^ and that human 


* See Appendix D. 
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suffering and human sympathies are insignia of liuman brother- 
hood which command universal regard and affectionate care. 

Sanitary science and its more common precepts are rajjidly 
becoming household words. The vital imj)ortance of fresh air, 
cleanliness, cheerfulness, ])roper food, and self-care, are daily be- 
coming understood, both in our annics and in our homes ; and 
the imperative duty of intelligent care and provision for sufler- 
ing fellow beings is more universally and more deej)ly felt 
among us than when the war began. And, says a leading 
critical review, “ it will yet be seen in the history of our repul> 
lie, and in the records of human progress, that the United 
States Sanitary Commission’s works and purposes of relief and 
mercy have had an important mission in hastening the day 
when 

“ ‘ Man to man the nrorlJ o’er 
Shall brolhera be, and a’ that.’ ” 

The woes of wounds and sickness, and the deepest griefs that 
follow in the bloody pathway of our great war, have served to 
hasten the practical development of a higher civilization and a 
broader application of the Golden Rule of Christianity. Unlike 
all previous wars, the present relentless contest of arms in the 
struggle for our national birth-right has given new life to the 
spirit of philanthropy. The soldier is no longer regarded merely 
as a mechanical agent in the war, but as a brother; while to 
our foe when fallen and in need, our sympathies and care are 
spontaneous and unstinted. Not onl}’ has the Sanitary Com- 
nnssion endeavored practically to establish the doctrine of neu- 
trality for the enemy’s wounded and sick, and for their attendants, 
but the progress of Federal forces in the insurgent States, is pro- 
videntially opening a vtist field for the extension of sanitary aid 
and succor to multitudes of the enemy’s invalids that arc now 
languishing and dying for want of such relief as the sick and 
wounded in our own hospitals receive. To aid in the sanitary 
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protection and care of our loyal forces, while they are pressing for- 
ward upon the rebellion, through malarious and wasted regions to 
the Gulf ; to aid oux conquered enemy in the relief of his destitute 
and wounded ; and to follow up the sanitary care of our invalid 
soldiers until all practicable means of recover}' and comfort are 
fully enjoyed by all of them, must continue to be the duty of 
the Sanitary Commission acting as the aid to the Jfedical De- 
partment of the army, and as the agent of the people’s humane 
and patriotic desires. 

Sanitary condition of the Federal Army ; present rate of 
Sickness and Mortality. — Military considerations that :nust be 
respected in the time of active campaigns debar the fiill publica- 
tion of recent statistics of sickness and mortality in the forces. 
The few statistics we have given in the first sections of this 
narrative, relate wholly to periods and events that are past. The 
vast aggregates of patients rcjwrted in military hospitals, and 
of losses by death, as occasionally published in our daily news- 
papers, sometimes may awaken deep anxieties in philanthrophic 
minds; but the Sanitary Commission has its own watchful 
Bureau of Statistics, and is faithfully informed of the sanitary 
condition of every division of the forces, and its principal mission 
is to to aid m preveniiny disease, and to have and supply before- 
hand all needed supplementary means of succor for the men 
who fall by wounds and sickness.* It is tnie that more than a 


• The following extracts from a recently publiehcd letter from the Medical Di- 
rector of the 15th carpi ifarmce, illuetratca the view that is taken of the Sanitary 
Commission's work. The statements here given of the rates of sickness and mor- 
tality are similar to the reports that have been coming in from all departments of 
the army during the period hero mentioned; 

HEADgrARTERS 16th Arht Coars, 
Medical Directob's Orrica, 
Hi'OTsviLLE, Ala., Feh. 22, 1S64. 

“Mr Dear Sir: 


• • * " 1 cannot refnin from expressing my thanks and obliga- 
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hundred thousand graves of our soldiers who have died in 
hospital or on battle-fields, tell what sacrifices have sealed 


lions to the United States Sanitarj Comtnission, the immediate and active ageO' 
cie^ %vhich have been, under Pruviderice, largely instrumental in preserving th^ 
Lenith of the troops, nod thus maintaiuing a state of efficiency rarely equalled!^ 
and perhaps never surpassed. 

Coming to the present location from the long march of nearly ciyht hundred 
miles from Memphis to Knoxville, and so far back, and fighting at Cullicrsrillc, 
Cherokee, Tuscumbia, Lookout Mountain, Missionary Ridge, and Ringgold, and 
losing throughout in killed, wounded, and missing, nearly two thousand men, the 
gratiHcation of the gallant corps could hardly shape itself into words, when, on 
reaching at last a resting place, weary, worn, ragged, foot>sore, and hungry, it 
found the iuevitablc Sanitary Commission with its supplies of vegetables, delicacies, 
hospital supplies of food aud clothing, and experienced once more the benefits of 
that active and loving sympathy, which, in its organization and results, challenges 
history for a parallel, and which, in its never-varying love, labor, sacrifice, hope- 
fulness, broad catholic charily and courage — inspiring words of cheer, corresponds 
fittingly with, and is a glorious pendant to the patriotism, valor, endurance, and 
high-beartedness of the noble army, braving disease and death, enduring all things 
in the present, snd hoping sll things in the future, fighting for those altare and 
fires at and around which they are daily made to feel they are perpetually re- 
membered. ♦ 

«*'* « « * » • « 

“ I am satisfied from this long and familiar intercourse with the army in active 
Bsrvice, that men are brave and fearless, both because of the knowledge that they 
are watched by loving eyes that fill with proud and happy tears when they do 
nobly, and because they are 'sustained ana soothed by an unfaltering trust,’ that 
happen what may, preparation and provision have been made for the emergency, 
even against their hour and manner of suffering. 

“The soldiers look with confidence to the Commission for prophylactics also, 
and the liberal distribution of vegetables has been productive or incalculable good, 
by preventing that deterioration and deprivation of the system, which is the pre- 
cursor of Typhus, Scurvy, and all those formidable evils which orise in the army 
from derangement of the nutritive function* The Medical Department of the 
army supplies bountifully now what is needed in the way of medicines and hos- 
pital Btores; those medical officers whose ideas of service and udministnation were 
found incompatible with the needs of the emergency and the spirit of the times, 
having been lorced to yield their notions or be pushed aside altogether. 

** So far, then, as this portion of the army is concerned, it seems to me that the 
greatest amount of good may bo done in the way of prevention, and 1 would re- 
apectfully urge, as my opinion of the method of bringing the greatest good to the 
greatest number, that the Commission should direct the large-hearted liberality 
of the soldiers’ friends towards gathering and forwarding to the army (hose vege- 
tables which are the most difficult to procure on the part of the Commissary 
Department, or which are not iu the army ration, and which have proved so valu- 
able hitherto in the prevention of disease arising from the derangement of the 
function of nutrition and the deprave ! condition of system, which is nearly cer- 
tain to follow confinement to one class of foo«L The occupancy for a long time 
past of this part of the country by both armies has stripped it of supplies, and 
many of the inhabitants are forced to apply to the Army Commissary fur subsist- 
ence. 

*' The health of our troops is now so excellent, that the greatest expectations 
may be based upon their efficiency in the coming campaign, and if tlie articles 
mentioned can be furnished, I have no fchr that the number of sick will exceed the 
four per cent now reported, although the months of Fcbruai*y aud March are 


Digitized by Google 



256 


the faith and loyalty of our people. Eveiy town and neighbor- 
hood in the land has borne a share in this sacrifice, and the 
voice of mourning for the fallen brave and loved ones has min- 
gled with new vows of devotion to the national cause in every 
community at the North. This has occurred in an army whose 
death-rate from disease has been less tlian was ever before known 
in the annals of great campaigns,* and actually less than one- 
tliird the percentage of mortality from sickness in our volun- 
teer forces in the Me.vican war. And it may safely be stated 
that had the rates of sickness and mortality which prevailed in 
our Mexican campaign, and that have characterized all great 
wars, been exjrerienced in this protracted struggle of our nation, 
the present catalogue of the dead for whom we mourn, would 
have contained more than thrice its present number of names ; 
the voice of wailing would have ascended from almost every 
family in tlie land, and the number of invalids languishing in 


most trying to troops vrho are allowed to deteriorate during the change from 
winter to spring. 

** I should remark that only four per cent, are excused from duty, and only two 
per cent, are reully so ill as to need medical attendance. In many regiments there 
is not an inmate of a regimental hospital. We have not sent a man to the General 
Hospital since leaving Bridgeport, on Christmas, and have at this place a Boat 
Hospital, mainly for the care of sick belonging to the Provost Guard, on duly in 
town. Quartermaster and citixen employees, «tc., less than twenty in all, being 
re|>orted as ** remaining sick," I know that this information will be gratifying to 
those who bear in remembrance the patriotic citizen who has become a soldier, 
and to you, the representatives of those Sanitary Commissione, wh'^se bounties I 
have witneaicd during so lung a period, and under so many trying and desperate 
circumstances, and it is with a warm and gnitcful feeling at my heart that I de- 
clare that in a service of nearly three years, performed in the States of Maryland, 
Tennessee, Virginia, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Georgia, 1 
have never been in circumstances, however trying, in positions, however desperate 
and lio|isless, or in places of danger, however great and imminent, but either 
preceding us, close by our side, or following in our very footsteps, were ta be 
found the active, se f-saciiltcing, ubiquitous agents of the Sanitary Commission, 
braving disease, and danger, and death, in the pursuit and exercise of a noble 
philanthropy. *••*♦** 
“I am, sincerely ond truly, your friend, 

CuAs. McMillan, 

Surg. XJ. S. Vols., Med. Director l&ih A- 0. 

Dr. A. N. Rkad, Inspector, tJ. S. San. Com. 

* Sec Appendix E. 
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hospitals or in our homes incapable of service, wonld have been 
very far greater than that which now exists. 

The unprecedented success of medical and surgical treatment 
in our military, hospitals has brought lasting honor to the Medi- 
cal Department of the army, and it is a proper subject for grati- 
tude and devout thanksgiving ; while throughout the lines of 
our armies in the field, there is such health and manly vigor as 
never before was enjoyed by volunteer soldiers in long cam- 
paigns. Under the good Providence that holds the destiny of 
onr national cause, these unspeakably great blessings are due to 
the skillful care, the timely succor, and the sanitary service which 
a liberal Government, and a patriotic, loving, and intelligent 
people have provided fur their armies. 
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APPENDIX A. 


THE BRANCHES OF SUPPLY. 


Thk origio and objects of the first tsro “ Branches ” of Supply to the 
Sanitary Conamission, are mentioned upon pages 59 and 00 in this 
volume. A summary statement of the aid rendered by those and other 
leading “ Branches ” of the Commission will here be given, so far as the 
facts relating to their respective operations are at present in band.* 


* Th$ FirU Bolditri Aid Soeutf, — At oae of the meetings of the U. 8. Sani- 
tary Commiuion, soon after its organization, one of the Commisaioners presented 
as a Murcnir of RcToIutiooary days, an autograph copy of a Utter from Oeturat 
Wathington to Mn. Baehe (Daughter of BenJ. Franklin) ; 

*' HxaD-QcAanu in Bsboen, N. J., 

•• 14th of July, 1780. 

"Madak; I have receired with much pleasure — bnt not till last night — joor 
favor of the 4th, specifying the amount of the sobaoripiiona already eoUectea for 
the use of the American soldiery. 

*' This fresh mark of the patriotism of the Ladies entitles them to the highest 
applause of the country. It is impossible for the army not to feel a superior 
gratitude on such an instance of goodnesa If I am happy in having the coocur- 
rence of the Ladies, I would propose the purchasing of coarse linen, to be made 
into shirts, with the whole amount of their subscription. A shirt eztraordioaiy to 
the soldier will be of more service to him than any other thing that could be pro- 
cured him ; while it is not intended to, nor shall exclude him from tbs usual supply 
which be draws from the public, 

" Tliis appears to me to be the best mode for its application, provided it is ap- 
proved by toe Ladies. I am happy to find you have been good enough to give ue 
a claim on your endeavors to complete the execution of the design An example 
so laudable will certainly be nurtured, and most be productive of a fisvoralda isana 
in the bosoms of the fair, in the sister States. 

“ Let me eongratulate our benefactors on the arrival of the French fleet off the 
harbor of Newport, on the afternoon of the 10th. It is this moment announced, 
but without any particulars, as an interchange of signals bad only taken 
place. 

" I pray the Ladies of your family to receive, with my compliments, my liveliest 
thanks for the interest they take in my favor. 

“ With the most perfect respect and esteem, I have the honor to be, madam, 

" Tour obedient and bumble servant, 

“GKO. WASHINGTON." 


Digitized by Google 




S62 


“7Tu Woman't Central Atsociation of Relief f New York. — This 
Association was organized April 29, 1861, at a meeting of nearly three 
thousand ladies. Its officers at the present time [March, 1864] are — 


President VALBsnNB Morr, M. D. 

Secretary. Samuel W. Bridouam. 

Treasurer Howard Poiteb, 


of the firm of Broum, Brothers it Co,, 
D9 Walt street. 


Committee. 


Executive 
Mias L . L. Scrdylbr, 

Mrs. Georoe Curtis, 

Miss A. Post, 

Mr. Georoe Wm. Curtis, 
Mr. E. L. Godkin, 

H. W. Bellows, D, D., 
Miss EIller Collies, 

Mrs. T. d’OBEUiECLX, 

Miss Gertrude Stevees, 
Mrs. C. R. Lowell, 

Mr. Samuel W. Bridoham, 
Mr. JoHE Crosbt Browe, 


I Sub. Com. on Correspond- 
ence and Diffusion of 
InformaUon. 


Sub. Com. on Receiving 
■ and Forwarding Sup- 
plies. 


Special Relief Committee. 


Mrs. W. P. Griitie, 
Mrs. H. Batlis, 

Mrs. Ctrus W. Field, 
Miss A. H. Neties, 


Mr. Howard Potter, 
Wm. H. Draper, M. D., 
Eusba Harris, M. D., 
R. D. HiToncocK, D. D. 


Purchasing Committee. 

Mrs. J. A. SwETT, Mrs. Hamiltoe Fisb. 

ASSOCIATE MANAQBRS. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Miss Ltdia R. Ward Bridgeport, Fairfield Co. 

Mrs. C. E. Bacoe Danbury, Fairfield Co. 

Mrs. John Olmsted Hartford, Hartford Co. 

Mrs. T. G. Taloott Hartford, Hartford Co. 

Mrs. Benjamin Douglas Middletown, Middlesex Co. 

Mrs. Thomas B. Butler Norfolk, Fairfield Co. 

Miss Helen Evertson Smith Sharon, Litchfield Co. 
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NEW JERSEY. 
Mrs. Eliza Howard Powers 


PatorsoQ, Passaic Co. 


NEW YORK. 


Mrs. Euilt W. Barnes 

Mrs. George LExcnwoRTn. . 

Mrs. Uenrt Matuer 

Mrs. ITenrv S. Randall.... 

Miss G. B. Schuyler 

Mrs. Charles B. Stdart . . . 

Mrs. IIarrirt N. Wind 

Mrs. Eliza A. Redfield 

Miss Jane L. Hardy 

Mrs. Elizabeth Saunders. . . 

Mrs. A. B. James 

Miss C. M. Brooks 

Mrs. Morris Brown 

Mrs. \V. B. Williams 

Miss R. B. Lons 

Mrs. Edward Huntington.. 

Miss E. Washington 

Mrs Pierre Van Cortlandt 

Mrs. Lydia Wallace 

Mrs. W. U. Hamlin 

Mrs. W. V. V. Rosa 


Albany, Albany Co. 

.\uburn, Cayuga Co- 

. . . .Binghampton, Broome Co. 
. .Cortlandrillage, Cortland Co. 
.Dobbs’ Ferry, Westchester Co* 

Elmira, Chemung Co. 

Glen’s Falls, Warren Co. 

Goshen, Orange Co. 

Ithaca, Tompkins Co. 

Newburgh, Orange Co. 

Ogdensburgh, SL Lawrence Co. 

Owego, Tioga Co. 

Penn Yan, Yates Co. 

Rochester, Monroe Co. 

Rochester, Monroe Co. 

Rome, Oneida Co. 

. .Schenectady, Schenectady Co. 

. . . .Sing Sing, Westchester Co. 

Syracuse, Onondaga Co. 

Utica, Oneida Co. 

Watertown, Jefferson Co. 


RHODE ISLAND. 


Mrs. Gv n. Thorndike Newport. 

Miss Fanny M. Green.. Providence. 


Total Receipts of the Woman’s Central Association or RsLisr, 
PROM May 1, 1861, to Feb. 1, 1864. 


Artida of llospital Clothing, Sx. 


Flannel shirts 

.... 58,069: 

Quilts 

Cotton “ 

121,739 

Blankets 

Flannel drawers.... 

42,234 

Sheets 

Cotton “ .... 

52,350 

Bedsacks 

Socks 

99,400 

Pillows 


.... 22,389 


Dressing gowns. .... 

13,644 

“ sacks 

Coats 


Cushions 

Pantaloons 

.... 4,203 

Towels 

Handkerchiefs 

• • • ( 88j468 ] 

Musquito nets 


21,429 

7,043 

45,S03 

13,045 

28,850 

59,425 

7,692 

16,884 

99,891 

3,100 
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AriuJet of Boipital Clothing, Jcc. 


Lint, bbla 563 

Bandagea, bbis 1,053 

Old cotton, “ 476 

Dried fruit, “ 1,245 

Vegetables, “ 446 

Fresb fruit, boxes. 233 

Fans 10,088 


Jelly, jara 17,037 

Wine, bottles 13,247 

Condensed milk, Ibe. 11,491 

Beef-stock, lbs 7,15 

Groceries 17,676 

Pickles, gals 7,761 

Lemonade, lbs 3,073 


The total estimated ralne [at wholesale and cost prices] is $655,337 00. 
The amount of money received has been $38,805 71, all of which baa > 
been expended in purchasing hospital supplies, and in “ tpetial relirf.” 
These articles were received from more tban twelve hundred towns and 
villages with whose Aid Societies the Central Association had established 
correspondence. At page 50 in this volume, the origin and purpose of 
this Association have been mentioned, and no higher praise could be 
awarded to ila management than to state the fact that the original purpose 
of aiding in the organization, methodizing, and roost efifectual aj>pIicatioa 
of woman’s help in this war, has been steadily pursued and successfully car- 
ried out in every particular. The abstract of receipts and shipments and the 
catalogue of auxiliary Aid Societies, on the preceding page, present but an 
imperfect idea of the arduous labor that has been performed in this Asso* 
dation. The correspondence, and the bard work of re-packing, assorting 
and forwarding, which constitute the daily duties of its lady managers, at 
their central office, have for nearly three years past presented scenes of ’ 
cheerful industry, intelligent care, and .rigidly business-like system that 
have won universal admiration and respect 

The Association has made but little effort to contribute pecuniary aid, 
as the Sanitary Commission treasury is kept in New York. It has chosen 
rather to become a direct and reliable channel and main artery to the 
Commission’s department of Relief. Its services have been of untold value 
to that department The spirit in which its labors are pursued may bo 
judged by the following extract from the last published report of its Ex- 
ecutive Committee : 


“When the time comes that we may rightfully lay aside the needle and 
the pen, we shall be told it, and nut until then bring this work to a close, 
which it is our privilege as well ns our duty to be engaged in. 

“ There is one result of the work of the Commisaion, not to be found in 
any of the reports, not to be counted, nor weighed, nor measured, nor 
seen. For two and a half years, while we have been filling the boxes and 
forwarding them, enrolling ourselves as workers of the order of the “ brown- 
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linen apron,” and buaj with tbe needle, the hamnaer, and the pen, thia 
mighty work has been silently gaining strength and gaining ground. Be- 
fore resuming our work, lot us clear our eyes for a moment irom the dust 
of these welcome bales and boxes ; let us free our ears from the whirr of 
the sewing machine, and consider what part our work is taking in a 
national, in a patriotic point of view. A wounded rebel, from South Caro- 
lina, not along ago, asked our inspector, ” What is the meanitig of thia 
stamp, ' U. S. Sanitary Commission,’ on my shirt?” It was ex|>lained to 
him. “ What,” said he, “ do you have women in your army ?” ‘‘ The 
women are the back-bone of our army," was the reply ; “ we have ten 
thousand of them working for it all the time.” I never mean to fight 
against those women again,” was the rejoinder. It was a low estimate — 
ten thousand women — only one division of the grand army scattered 
throughout the loyal States, representatives merely of the many hundred 
thousands banded together in one common sympathy, united in one na- 
tional cause. In the spring of ’61 every village was busy fitting ofiF its own 
dearly loved soldier boys — the best, the bravest, the flower of the fl.xik. 
How gladly would we have followed these sons and brothers to the field to 
shield them from danger, to nurse them when sick or wounded — but it 
might not be. They voluntarily gave up their own identity, as soldiers of vil- 
lage, or county, or State, and enrolled themselves as soldiers of the Union. 
They had given their lives to their country, and to the principles which 
that country represents — they had sworn to support the Government ; and 
turning to those at home, anxiously endeavoring to follow the loved ones with 
home comforts to the field, they say ; “ The Government is our best friend, 
you can only help us by helping it, by working with it and through it — 
It cares for all alike, it does for us the best it can, but it cannot do every- 
thing — help us by helping it.” And so we are no longer working alone 
for our own sons and brothers, but for the sons and brothers of the Union. 
The spirit of rivalry and jealousy, the false pride, the taunt of “ Our com- 
pany so much better taken care of than yours,’’ has given place to some- 
thing far higher and holier. What are these but the germs of that spirit 
which rankles at the root of secession ? When we think that this state of 
things might have existed all through our country, does this ideal work of 
the Commission, this ‘ merging of the domestic interests of the people ia 
the army,’ seem so unim[>ortant because it is not to be estimated in 
figures ? 

“ Friends, sisters, let us think serionsly of the responsibility of rightly 
using this mighty influence which rests with us. Shall it be brought to 
bear iij on nothing higher than the alleviation of present sufieriog — is 
there nothing nobler in our work than this ? AVhile we bind up the 
wounds may we not also strengthen the hands and the hearts of those who 
are fighting for principles on the battle field, by fighting fur those princi- 
ples at home I Is not this consecration of ourselves to <Ae as much 
our duty — more so — than anything else ? Let us, then, in the security 
and happiness of our own homes, as “Soldiers of Christ,” fight the good 
fight ol humanity, of patriotism, of Christianity — fight it through all re- 
verses, knowing no discouragements, nor compromises, nor defeats, but 
believing and k^nowing that the right must triumph in the end. Hence- 
forth may our watchword be Union and Liberty, and then shall the bond 


Digiiizr 1 i.; "^gle 



266 


which has bound ns so closely together, as lovers of the soldiers of the 
Union, shine out in its true light of a loyal, national league — a league of 
no written articles, requiring no signatures, but none the less known and 
felt to be binding.” 

In the report from which we quote, it is stated, after reviewing the pro- 
gress of the battle and siege work of the army, that — 

“ In looking back at our own work during the same time, it will be 
noticed, that no appeals have been made in behalf of our sick and wounded 
soldiers for any of these special occasions. 

“ They were unnecessary. Our friends know that it is too late to pre- 
pare for a battle after it is over, and wounded men cannot wait a fortnight 
for clothing and bedding to be made and forwarded to them. In Mr. 
Olmsted’s last circular, written just after the battle of Gettysburg, he says : 
' Ilundreds will owe their lives this week to those who did not bold their 
hand when there was no special public excitement, by which the Commis- 
sion had stores ready at Frederick, Baltimore, and Washington, and 
reserves at Philadelphia, New York, and Boston. Those who wish to 
cordially co operate with the Commission will now go to work as if we 
were just entering upon a long war, and with no thought of its ending. 
A momentary enthusiasm is not desired, but the Commission offers its 
agency to all who wish to steadily contribute to the relief of the sick and 
wounded, and to the comfort of the army. ***** 
Let those who have not begun to work systematically for the army Iwgin 
now. Let those who have been working steadily become more steadfast 
and orderly in their work.’ 

“ And to those steady workers — women who have made the weekly 
meeting at the Soldier’s Aid Society as much a part of their business as 
any other duty in life — to those steady workers, uniting with our Govern- 
ment, is due the fact that in no country in the world, in time of war, have 
the sick and wounded received such tender care, such loving-kindness, as 
to-day with us.” 


“ The New England Women's Auxiliary Association Bostojt Bbasch. 
Officers for 1804. 

Hbsrt B. Roobrs, President. 

8. G. Howe, Vice-President, 

Rcri’s Ellis, ‘ . . Secretary. 

George Higoinsox, Treasurer. 

Executive Committee . — Mrs. D. Buck, Mrs. G. S. Curtis, Mrs. Otto 
Dresel, Miss Isa E. Gray, Miss Grace Heath, Miss Mary G. Loring, Miss 
Abby W. May, Miss Annette P. Rogers, Miss Martha C. Stevenson, Miss 
Saralk C. Williams. 

Industrial Committee . — Mrs. F. W. Andrews, Miss Caroline A. Brewer, 
Miss Isabella P. Curtis, Mrs. Wm. Glidden, Mrs. Sarah S. Hunt, Miss 
Anna P. Loring. 
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Financial CommiUee. — Mrs. C. B. F. Adams, Frank W. Andrews, 
James M. Beebe, J. Ingersoll Bowditch, John C. Dalton, Mrs. Wra. Endi- 
cott, JuD., Edward Jackson, Mrs. J. C. Johnson, Arthur T. Ljroan, Mrs. 
Lyman Nichols, Mrs. G. H. Shaw, Qeo. W. Wales. 


Associatk Managers. 

Maine. — Augusta, Miss Burton. Bangor, Mrs. IT. Bowman. Belfast, 
Mrs. J. G. Dickerson. Calais, Miss M. I. Cooper. Castine, Mrs. Dr. 
Stevens. Dover, Miss L. M. Johnson. Faslport, Mrs. Aaron Hayden. 
Ellsworth, Mrs. Lucy T. Phelps. Farmington, Mrs. Charles Alexander. 
Gardiner, Miss E. H. Gardiner. Hallowell, Miss L. M. Emmons. Houllon, 
Mrs. J. Donnell. Kennebunk, Mrs. J. A. Swan. Lewiston, Mrs. E. 8. 
Davis. Mochias, Miss U. M. Penniman. Orono, Mrs. Israel Wash- 
burn. Rockland, Mrs. C. N. Germaine. Saco, Mrs. J. T. G. Nichols. 
South Berwick, Miss M. O. Hayes. Waterford, Miss C. M. Douglass. 
Wiscassett, Mrs. Alex. Johnston. 

New HAMP.smRR. — Amherst, Mrs. H. Eaton. Charlestown, Mrs. 
Richd. Hubbard. Claremont, Mrs. E. L. Goddard. Concord, Mrs. Ira 
Perley. Derry, Mrs. L. T. Morris. Dover, Mrs. A. S. Whidden. Exeter, 
Mrs. E. S. Cobbs. Fitzwilliam, Mrs. W. L. Gaylord. Ilanover, Mrs. C. 

A. Aikin, Mrs. W. P. Abbott Keene, Mrs. T. K. Leverett. Lancaster, 
Miss E. M. Weeks. Manchester, Mrs. M. Currier, Mrs. E. H. Uawkes, 
M iss M. O. A. Hunt Meredith, Mrs. E. Stevens. Nashua, Mrs. J. A. 

B. aldwin. Plymouth, Mias M. E. Mc-Qnestin. Portsmouth, Mrs. Eliz. 

C. Tilton. Winchester, Mrs. 8. W. Bufi’um. 

Vermont. — Brattleboro', Mrs. Hampden Cults, Mrs. M. G. Daven- 
port. Burlington, Mrs. J. M. Pomeroy. Chelsea, Miss L. H. Dicken- 
son. Coventry, Mrs. E. D.^ White. Johnson, Mrs. R. M. Forrest 
Manchester, Mrs. D. 8. Boudinott Middlebury, Mrs. A. F. Bascom. 
Newbury, Miss U. M. Hazen. Rutland, Mrs. Wm. Y. Ripley. St. Albans, 
Mrs. Emily B. SaSbrd. St. Johnsbury, Miss A. M. W. Lee. South 
Hero, Miss Landon. Waterbary, Miss Jenny Griswold. West Concord, 
Mrs. L H. Tabor. Windsor, Miss M. A. Phelps. Woodstock, Mrs. N. 
Williams. 

Massachusetts. — Abington, Mrs. MaryT. Powers. .i4n</o»er. Miss H. 
K. Webb. Attleboro, Mrs. G. W. Sbephardson. Barnstable, Mrs. 8. B. 
Phinney. Barre, Mrs. J. H. Goddard. Beverly, Miss H. L. Rantoul. 
Brookline, Mias Griggs, Miss Winsor. Cambridge, Mrs. Lewis Stack- 
pole, Miss M. G. Washburn. Charlestown, Mrs. Henry Lyon. Chelsea, 
Mrs. F. B. Fay, Mrs. James Hovey. Concord, Mrs. G. Reynolds. Dan- 
vers, Mrs. Lydi.a M. Fletcher. Dedham, Miss H. B. Chickering. Deer- 
field, Mrs. Mary W. Fogg. Dorchester, Mrs. Walter Baker. Dor- 
chester, Mrs. N. Hall. E. Bridgewater, Miss M. E. Sheldon. Fall 
River, Mrs. It. Borden. Fitchburg, Mrs. K Torrey. Framingham, 
Mrs. C. Upham. Gloucester, Mrs. R. P. Rogers. Great Barrington, 
Mrs. I. Sumner. Greenfield, Mrs. J. F. Moors, Mrs. W. D. Osgood. 
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Binghnm. Mm. R. T. P. Fiske. Jpttoieh, Mr*. Robert Southgate. Zan- 
eailer, Mif» E. P. Russell. Lavrence, Mrs. G. A. Walton. Lexington, 
Mrs. L. J. Livermore. Lotoell, Mrs. O Herrick. Lynn, Miss M. L. 
Nevrliall. Malden, Mrs. G. Wilson. Medford, Mrs. Eliza H. Cnrret. 
Milton, Mrs. F. Cunningham. Nontucket, Miss A. W. Gardner. Nev 
Bedford. Mrs. Matt. Howland. Nemburyport, Mrs. J. C. Marsh, Mrs A. 
W. Miltimore, Mrs. Eben F. Stone. Newton, Mrs. Dr. Bigelow. North- 
ampton. Miss M. ('oehran, Mrs. E. M. Daniels, Miss E. Ljman. N. 
Bridgrwater.bin G Willrour. WortA/frW, Mrs. John Mattoon. Pepperell, 
Mrs. Hannah F. Wallace, Mrs. John Buckingham. Plymouth, Mrs. C. 
G. Davis. Quincy, Mrs. Wm. Whitney. Boxbury, Mrs. A. D. llodgea, 
Miss A. C. Lowell. Salem, Mrs. A. Huntington, Miss II. R. Lee. 
Sheffield, Mias J. O. Ensign. Somerville, Mrs. Charles Lowe. Taunton, 
Mrs. S. Southgate. Wareltam, Mrs. A. C. Fish. Watertown, Mrs L W. 
Titcomb. W Brookfield, Mrs. H. Barnes. Westfield, Mrs. James 

Fowler. West Tisbury, Miss Julia A. Coffin. Winchester, Mrs. C. P. 

Curtis, jun. Woburn, Mrs. S. E. Davis. Worcester, Mrs. T. K. Earle, 
Mrs. G. W. Richardson. 

RnoDB Island. — Newport, Miss K. P. Wormley. 

CoN.NECTicuT. — Bfart ford, Mrs. S. J. Cowen. 

This great Association was founded upon the basis which had been laid 
“ by the Boston Branch,” early in the history of the war, and like that 
“ Branch” ibis larger body has proved to be a most muniBcent and faith* 
ful auxiliary to the Commission’s department of Relief. The following 
statement exhibits the amount and nature of supplies contributed during 
the year 1863 : 

Toltl «f 
DlttiibuUoM. 


Cotton shirts. .' 31,761 

Cotton drawers 10,904 

Flannel shirts 17,700 

Flannel drawers ll',624 

Cotton-flannel shirts 2,551 

Cotton flannel drawers 8,560 

Btockings. 31,887 

Slippers 14.946 

Handkerchiefs 28,276 

Mittens 1,564 

W'rappers 3,650 

Caps A 2,107 

Slings 2,204 

Body-bandages 860 

Ration and work-bags 649 

Towels . , , . 20,1 4 1 

Cushions 5,128 

Sheets 12,105 


Digitized by Google 



269 


Quilts.... 5,450 

BInnkets 8,003 

Bed-SHcks 4,080 

Pillow sncks 757 

Pillowcases 14,493 

Pillows 2,134 

Fans 2,231 

Crutches, &o. 144 

Old clothing, cases 18 

Lint bandages, cases 175 

Books and pamphlets, cases 66 

Cologne, bay water, Ac., “ 91 

Medicines, “ 6 

Wines and spirits, “ 680 

Syrups, shrubs, Ac., “ ...^ 386 

Jellies and preserves, " 230 

Farinaceous, “ 415 

Pickles, “ 310 

Tea, cuiOke, chocolate, Ac., cases '. 320 

Beef-stock, Ac , Ibe 1,820 

Condensed milk, cases 220 

Dried fruits, ** 896 

Tamarinds, “ 230 

Salt fish, " 124 

Sugar, “ 63 

Crackers, “ 217 

Fresh and canned fruits, and vegetables, bbis 212 

Ilerbs, cases 10 

Ale and cider, “ 37 

Extract of ginger, *' 10 

Chloroforin, “ 2 

Soap and tallow, “ 15 

Hospital furniture, " 13 

Miscellaneous, viz., “ 30 

Oametf Suilonery. 8plo«t, Combi, CraTMi* NeUlof, bpUali, Spoofto, <^im, 
aod TobMOO. 

Special cases to various addresses 170 

The “ Industrial Committee” of this auxiliary reported Uiat during their 

first year they “spent for materials, $22,081 71, as follows: For flannel, 
$14,900 27 ; for buttons, tape, thread, Ac., $559 47 ; for silecia, $324 63 ; 

for paper for patterns, $28 22 ; for cotton, $2,504 04; and for ticking for 
bed and pillow-sacks, $3,408 18.” Also, that they had cut and prepared, 
“during the year,. 34,142 articles, consisting of 5,709 flannel drawers; 
8,787 flannel shirts; 227 pairs slippeni; 5,353 bed-sacks; 167 pillow- 
sacks; 65 woolen caps; 1,176 cotton shirts; 425 cotton-flannel drawers; 
0,604 cotton drawers, etc , etc.” 

During the last year (1863) the Society expended upwards of $67, COO; 
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and during the two yearn, the total amount of expenditures for materials, 
etc., was upwards of $98,000. The spirit of this excellent auxiliary is well 
illustrated by their very complete system of effort throughout the towns 
and villages of New England, and the sacred spirit of patriotism and hu- 
manity that animates these mothers and daughters is beautifully expressed 
in the concluding paragraph of the Society’s last Annual Report ; 

* * * . * “ Has not God given it to ns, as a solemn 

and a daily duty, to take care of His ‘sick and in prison,’ ‘hungry,’ 
‘ thirsty,’ and ‘ poor !’ There is but one answer. The responsibility is 
plain. A large portion of our daily lives belongs to our country, in this 
time of war. Let us freely offer such amount of physical power, working 
for the common weal, as wo deeply owe. Let us add to this our wisest 
thought, our moral strength, and our tenc^rest sympathies, all consecrated 
and harmonized by a deep religious purpose. Let us remember that every 
one can do a share, larger or smaller, towards bringing the war to an end, 
as well as in the immediate work of carrying it on.” 

The Sanitary Fair that was held by this New England Auxiliary brought 
into its treasury $150,000, and nearly a third part of that sum was gener- 
ously made over to the Central Treasury. Its office at Boston has become 
the Centro of a very complete and extended scheme of Special Relief for 
the benefit of invalid and destitute soldiers in that city, or tn traniita. It 
also maintains the daily service for attendance upon the railway ambulances 
between New York and Boston. 


“ Women't Relief Astociation of the City of Brooklyn" — This ex- 
cellent association was organized during the autumn of 1862, and was 
regarded as auxiliary to the Sanitary Committee of the Brooklyn War 
Fund Committee, and practically it has proved to bo one of the most valu- 
able branches of supply to the Sanitary Commission. Its contributions 
have been made through the depots of the Woman’s Central Association 
in New York ; consequently, its abundant gifts have been included in the 
aggregate statements of receipts by the latter. During the first five months 
of its operations, vjz., to May 1st, 1 803, the Brooklyn Association expended 
$10,637 53 for materials for hospital clothing alone. 

In no other city has greater harmony and success marked the history of 
an association of this kind. At the date of its organization thirty churches 
were represented by lady delegates, and soon nearly every religious con- 
gregation in that city was thus represented. The fruits of such hearty and 
intelligent co-operation have been beautiful and surpassingly rich. The 
Brooklyn Sanitary Fair was a marvel of success, and after sending to the 
Sanitary Commission’s Treasury three hundred thousand dollars, the As- 
sociation had a reserved fund of a hundred thousand dollars for the pur- 
chase of materials to be worked into hospital supplies. 
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Tho soft flannel garments and the superior delicacies which this Associa- 
tion has contributed for the use of tho sick and wounded will never be for- 
gotten bj them, nor bj the medical officers who have witnessed the bene- 
ficial eflects of such aid. 

Officers of tue Woman’s Relief Asbooiatioh of Brooklyn. 

Mrs. J. S. T. Stranahan, Pretident. 

Miss Kate Waterdury, Secretary. 

Executive Committee, — Mrs. W. I. Buddington, Mrs. E. Shapter, Mrs. 
J. W. Harper, Mrs. J. D. Sparkman, Mrs. James Eejls, Mrs. Henry Shel- 
don, Mrs. Jeremiah Johnson, Jr., Mrs. J. L. Duffin, Mrs. Henry E. Pierre- 
pont, Mrs. Luke Harrington, Mrs. H. Waters. 

Sanitary Committee of Brooklyn. — Dwight Johnson, Henry E. Pierre-^ 
pont, Samuel B. Caldwell, James H, Frothingham, James D. Sparkman. 

The Pk'ladelphia Branch, XT. S. Sanitary Commission. — Tho noble 
part that the city of Philadelphia has borne in the philanthropic labors 
which the events of the war have called forth is worthy of her ancient 
reputation, and her high social culture. The men who wept as they read 
the bulletin announcing the rebel attack upon Fort Sumpter, and the 
women who then dedicated their sons and brothers to the defense of the 
nation, have ever since been active in works of aid and succor for the sol- 
dier. Immediately after the organization of the Sanitary Commission a- 
supply depot was spontaneously established in that city by the gentlemen 
who had become Associate Members. This continued in good service in 
connection with a branch office for aiding the work and purposes of the 
Commission. Horace Binney, Jr., a member of the Commission, was 
President, and Wm. Platt. Jr., was the General Agent of the Branch. 

During the winter of 1863 the Branch became more effectively organ- 
ized, and its methods of operation were greatly enlarged. Mr. Platt, whose 
labors had been of unspeakable value to tho work, had been called from 
his works of love and mercy on earth. He died from the eflects of ex- 
cessive labors and exposure he took upon himself in the Commission’s ser- 
vice after the battle of Antictani.* His associates have carried out the 

* In St. Thomas’ Church, Philadelphia, a tablet, erected by the members of the 
Philadelphia Branch of the Commission, commemorates the deceased laborer, and 
the cause in which he sacrificed his life. A report of that branch says; 

" All the services of Mr. Platt were rendered gratuitously. When the battles 
in Marylaml were impending in September, 186S. Mr Platt hastened to Washington, 
and volunteered to take charge of a wagon train of hospital sbtrea, for use in the 
field. Visiting and supplying the hospitals at Rockville, Frederick and .MiifUle- 
town, and reinforced with other supplies forwarded by the Commission, he left 
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labor* and spirit in which he so nobly worked. A system of special re- 
lief adapted to the wants of soldiers in transitu, or in the great military 
hospitals at Philadelphia, was put in operation ; a Hospital Directory es- 
tablished, a Pension Agency and War Claim Office established, and a 
very complete system of auxiliary organizations carried into effect through- 
oat a vast district of which that city is the centre. 

With all its methods and pnrposes perfectly harmonions with those of 
the Sanitary Commission, it aids ail departments of sanitary work with 
peculiar effectiveness and economy. The Branch is composed of the As- 
sociate Members of the Commission, and comprises many of the leading 
physicians and philanthropic citizens, not a few of whom have rendered 
signal aid as injirmiers volontaim at the battle fields. The names of 
Platt, Furness, Stille, Johnson, and Clement Barclay, will forever be re- 
Aembered in connection with such labors. 

The women of Philadelphia have organized very effectively, under the 
general system proposed by the Branch, and have adopted the title of 
“The Women’s Pennsylvania Branch of the U. 8. Sanitary Commission.” 
This branch reports that it now has auxiliaries as follows : 


Constantly contributing Societies 200 

Occasionally do. do. 22 

Organized Aid do 63 

Corresponding Associations 03 

In all 394 


The “sanitary stores” supplied through the agency of these co-opentp 
tive associations, have been immense— exceeding $200,000 in value. 

Officers of the Women's Branch : Mr. Caleb Cope, President and 
Treasurer ; Mr. R. M. Lewis, Secretary. 


Middletown at eleven o'clock at night, on the 17th of September, and proceeded 
with bin train of wagons to Boonalmroogh, and thence to Keedysville, and arrived 
at the hradquartera uf the array at nine o'clock the next morning. Uia own modest 
official rr|>urt of his services omits mention of the fact that, as he came within 
sound of the cannon, he quickened his speed, driving the leading wagon hiiuself, 
and when dnrknesi threatened to driny the train, he left it and walked in advance^ 
carrying a lantern, and compelling tlie reluctant drivers to follow. 
****#e#*e** 

" But Mr. Platt’s earnestness was not satisfied with mere direction and siiperri- 
■ion. On the Snth of September, as the ambnlsnces spnenred bringing the sutterers 
from the bloody field of Aiitietam, hut unaccompanieu by competent assistance for 
their removal, Mr. Platt gave hlmaclf up fur a long lime to this arduous service, 
carrying the wounded in his arms lo places of shelter, and there rendering ihem 
the tenderest offices of a nurse. Tlius engrossed, he overtasked himself, and 
tlirougli fatigue and exposure contracted the disease which, on the 22d November, 
brought to a close, m his 37 tb year, bis short but welUspent life." 
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Executive Committee. — Mrs. M. B. Grier, Cliairmin ; Mrs. Bloomfield 
n. .Moore, Corresponding Secretiiry ; Mrs. George Plitt, Recording Secre- 
tary ; Mrs. B. GrifFilh, Mrs. Win. II. Furness, Mrs. D. Samuel, Mrs. J. 
Edgar Thomson, Mrs Joseph R. Chandler, Miss S. Dunlap, Mrs. Lathrop, 
Mrs. G. J. Slilid, Mrs. T. A. Budd, Mrs. K. M. Lewis, Miss M. M. Duane, 
Mr. Philip P. Randolph. 

Sub committee on Corretpondenee. — Mrs. M. B. Grier, Chairman, Mrs. 
B. II. Moore, Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. George Plitt, Recording 
Secretary, Mrs. S. U. Clapp, .\ssi.stant Corresponding Secretary, Ex-officio ; 
Mias M. M. Duane, Mrs. Lathrop, Mrs. Furness. 

Offictrt of the Branch of Anociaie Members of the U. S. Sanilari/ 
Commission in Philadelphia : 

Executive Committee. — llorace Binney, Jr., Chairman ; M. W. Bald- 
win, Rt'V. II. A. P.oardman, D. D., John C. Cresson, J. I. Clark Hare, 
John F. Meigs, M. D , Samuel Powel, Thomas T. Ta6kcr,'Edward Uarts- 
burne, M. D., Secretary ; Caleb Cope, Treasurer. 


The Pittsburg Branch <f the U. S. Sanitary Commission. — After 
nearly two years of continual effort to render effective aid to the sick, the 
wounded, and the way-worn, by means of Relief Societies and a local 
“ SuWstcnce Committee,” the people of the “Iron City” organized a 
branch for aid to the U. S. Sanitary Commission. 

The energy and liberality that bad, during the early period of the war 
given food and comfort to 100,000 soldiers passing through their city, 
besides contributing large supplies for relief, itc., at the battle of Shiloh, 
furnishing at once two steam-boat loads of Mich supplies and returning 
them witli precious loads of the wounded, have been exhibited in their 
work as a Branch of the Commission. Dr. Newberry says, “ Nowhere, 
indeed, so far as I know, since the war commenced, has any similar 
society accomplished so much in so short a time after its organization." 

Ojfcers of the Pittsburg Branch : 

Mr. TTiomas Bakewell, President, and Mr. J. R. Hunter, Secretary of 
the Geutlemen’.s Commiiteo ; .Miss Rachel MoFadden, President, and Mias 
Mary Biasell, Secretary of the Committee of Ladies. 


The General Aid Society of Buffalo. — This hard working Branch, is a 
most efficient and successfully managed tribuary to the Commiss'cn’s 
Western Department of Relief. Tlie amount of its contrilnitions of sup. 
plies during the first two years of its operations reached nearly 140,000 
articles. During the year 180.3, the number of articles forwarded to the 
supply dupots was 72,601, and those were appraised at $o0,000. In 
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ib “ cutting department,” upwards of 25,600 jards of material bare been 
cut and worked up. 

This model Society, after baring instituted a Bazaar during the sum- 
mer of 1 863, which brought nearly $8,000 to the treasury, established a 
Fair during the subsequent winter, and by that means added about 
$40,000 more to ib means. 

Officer* of the Buffalo Branch : 

Mrs. Horatio Seymour, President; Mrs. Henry R. Seymour, A'ice- 
Prcsident; Mrs. J. li. Lothrop, Vice President ; Mrs. James P. White, 
Treasurer; Miss Grace E. I rd. Secretary; Miss Emily W. Babcock, 
Assistant Secretary ; Miss Josephine L. Saltar, Directress of Cutting De- 
partment. 

Executive Committee. — Mrs. Cyrus Aheam, Mrs. D. B. Waterman, 
Mrs. Cbas. A. Hopkins, Mrs. James Brayley, Mrs. Isaac A. Jones, Mrs. F. 
A. McKnigbt, Miss Susan K Kimberly. 


The Cleveland Branch : “Soldiers' Aid Societt/ of Northern Ohio .” — 
Organized the 20th of April, 1801, for immediate aid and relief to volun 
teers that were hurrying to the first places of military rendezvous, the his- 
tory of this Society has continued to be that of a pioneer among its kindred 
associations. Ib system, efficiency, and harmony of operation, have 
from the beginning been the subject of admiration, and of very extensive 
imitation and influence throughout the West. It became a Branch of 
Supply to the Sanibry Commission in October, 1861. Ib officers then 
were — 

President, Mrs. B. Rouse; Vice-Presidenb, Mrs. John Shelley, Mrs. 
Wm. Melhinch ; Secretary, Mary Clark Bray ton ; Treasurer, Ellen F. 
Terry. 

The great intelligence and ardent patriotism of the people of Northern 
Ohio everywhere responded to the suggestion and plan of this model Aid 
Society for the institution of minor auxiliaries in every town and village. 
And in the Society’s first report they offer their “ grateful tribute to the 
energy and devotion of Dr. J. S. Newberry, the well-known and most 
worthy representative of the Western Department of the U. S. Sanitary 
Commission.” And it is stated that “ to his e.xertiona are owing the enter- 
prise th.at has marked the action of the Commission in the Southwest, in 
following closely upon the track of our advancing army, establishing agen- 
cies in every Southern city, almost simultaneously with the raising of the 
Stars and Strips, and thus opening wide the door for the influx of the stores 
that are poured in exhausticss streams from the loyal North.” 

Previous to September, 1863, this Branch had furnished 10,000 pack- 
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ages of “sanitary stores,” and bad given local aid to nearly 12,000 needy 
soldiers in Iransitu at the Cleveland “ Home.” During tbe month of 
February, 1804, this Branch held a Fair for the purpose of replenishing its 
means for the purchase of “ sanitary stores.” Over $100,000 in cash was 
realized, thus enabling its excellent Managers to carry out their cherished 
purposes of greater aid to the Sanitary Commission. And, says the West- 
ern Secretary : “ We cannot but think that the good results of such Fairs 
as have been held in Chicago, Cincinnati, Cleveland, and other cities, are 
not to rest with the contributions to tbe soldiers' comfort alone ; are not 
to be estimated in so many dollars for socks, sour-krout, onions, and pota- 
toes. To promote their comfort, to be able to buy these essentials for the 
army, is an incalculable good. But this charity is ‘ twice blessed.' A rich 
and subtle blessing must lie in the wide sympathies called out, the new re- 
lations of acquaintance, friendship, and intimacy formed, and in the sur- 
prising revelation of talent and worth in remote and unexplored localities. 
Neighbors and neighborhoods must come to respect each other more, to 
depend upon each other more, and wonder that they have missed finding 
each other out so long. Prejudice must be softened ; artificial barriers 
must give way to a freer intercourse, and tenderness of feeling and judg- 
ment must take the place of sour suspicion. After so complete a flooding 
of all the field of life with the resistless tide of a sweet and noble enthu- 
siasm, wo cannot but look for a new bloom and unexampled harvests.” 

Cincinnati Branch of the U. S. Sanitary Commission. — In the autumn 
of 1861, Dr. Newberry reported to the Commission the organization and 
promising labors of the Branch at Cincinnati, with R. W. Burnett, Esq., 
as its President The history of relief work and sanitary aid, through 
the agency of this Branch, has been worthy the Queen City of the West. 
And, previously to the organization of the Branch, there had been an im- 
mense and spontaneous stream of aid poured forth from every church and 
soldiera’ aid society. That stream had been wisely guided in its applications 
at Camp Dennison, at tbe wayside stations for soldiers in the city, and par- 
ticularly at the “ Marino Hospital,” which the Secretary of tbe Treasury had 
given up to the purposes of hospital care for soldiers. This work was 
directed by Dr. Mussey and Messrs. Burnett, Anderson, Geoffrey, B. P. 
Baker, C. J. Wright, Pearce, Burton, and others. 

The matchless energy and munificence .of the Cincinnati Branch in its 
offerings of whole steamboat-loads of “ sanitary stores,” and corps of «»- 
Jirmitrs volantaires and surgeons, at the battle-fields of Fort Donelson, 
Pittsburg Landing, and elsewhere, can never be forgotten. 

As we hare not at hand the requisite material for a complete sketch of 
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the work performed by this Branch, the reader will gain some idea of its 
nature and extent from the following extracts from the Commission’s pub- 
lications. In 0 documcnt No. 75, the Western Secretary stales that this 
Branch had distributed, previously to September, 1803, “over twelve thou- 
sand packages of stores, and is still as active and prosjierons as at any former 
period of its history. In addition to the contribution of materials to which 
I have referred, the Cincinnati Commission has expended large sums of 
money, and a vast amount of labor, of thought, of sympathy and kindness, in 
the care of the sick in the hospitals of that city ; in the equi[imenl and man- 
agement of hospital steamers ; in the care of troops passing through or 
quartered in the city ; and in sustaining its admirable ‘ Home,’ which has 
now accommodated forty thousand soldiers. So great and varied are the 
charities which it has dispensed, that I can do no more here than allude, 
in a general way, to that which it would take volumes to describe — that 
which has served to make the Cincinnati Branch of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion known and blessed in every department .and division of our Western 
•rmics." , 

This Branch issues a monthly BuUrlin to its tributaries of aid, acknowl- 
edging supplies received, and publishing advice, c.xtracis from letters re- 
ceived from the armies, etc. The following is a specimen of such inform- 
ation given in the Dallelin of March 1 st, 1864. 

“ Chattanooo.v, February 10 , 1864. 
“Exkoutivb Committeb akd Gentlemen: 

* * * * "•Evny one we meet — officers in the armv, from staff 

down, as well as men, and the surgeons — concur in saying that scurvy, in 
its incipient stages, is manif.,>st in the Army of the Cumberland; and tliink 
an effirl should be made to send anti-scorbutics to the regiments in front. 
One man, well qualified to judge, made the iVimark, that one borrtl of 
potatoes to the army nmo is cr/ant to one man for the spring campaign ." — 
{Letter from Messrs Bailey and Butler.') 

«*** **** 


“But little change seems to have taken place in the hygienic condition 
of the Western Army since the publication of our la.st Bulletin, the most 
pressing de mands lieing still for warm under clothing and healthful diet, 
vegetal)les, and such other articles as will aid the surgeons in combatting 
those dangerous foes, diarrhoea and scurvy. * * 


CuAS. F. WiLSTACH, ■ 
Tnos. G. Odiornk, 

E. C. Baliiwin, 

E. B. IIarkison, 
C'lAS. E. Cist, 


Ezrrutive Committee, 
Cincinnati Branch 
U. S. San. Com. 


John B. Beicii, General Secretary. 


The Sanitary Fair which was held in Cincinnati, during the winter 
(1864), brought into the Treasury of this Branch upwards of $220,000. 
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The Kenluely Branch, Louisville. — Under the inspiring examples of 
devotedly loyal men and women in Louisville and its vicinity, the work of 
sanitary and humane relief became organized in that city early in the war. 
Rev. J. II. Ileywood and others led in this service, and although they 
treated friend and foe with equal charily in the hospitals, their work re- 
ceived no sympathy from the disloyal families. Says the western Secre- 
tary of the Commission : 


“ I look back with a kind of horror to those dark days in the history of 
this reb*-llion, when the theatre of war was at the very doors of the citizens 
of Louisville; when camps were in her suburbs and troops thronged her 
streets; when the hastily iraprovized hospitals, including all the public 
school edifices, were crowded with sick, so imperfectly supplied with care 
and comforts, that every loyal family fell impelled to contribute a tithe 
of its domestic treasures, and send its delicately-reared ladies to minister, 
by their own personal efforts, to the suffering and destitute in the hospitals 
of the wards in which they lived. No similar scenes had been witnessed 
in our previous history, unless in the epidemics of yellow fever at Norfolk 
and Philadelphia, in which the same paralyzing gloom pervaded these 
cities, on which dark back-ground were illuminated similar bright exam- 
ples of Christian charity. In the works of love and mercy of those days, 
our Louisville associates bore a conspicuous part ; and from that period to 
the present, they have never ceased to devote a large part of their time 
and thought to the great number of objects of pity and charily which mer- 
ciless war has thrown upon their hands. When the armies were further 
removed, and the central office was transferred to this point, all the general 
busiuess of the Sanitary Commission was relinquished to this office, while 
the members of the Kentucky Branch, by a division of labor, assumed the 
responsibility of all the local work, the care of the city hospitals, twenty- 
two in number, and addressed themselves to devise new measures of re- 
lief for soldiers passing through the city, who were the proper objects of 
our charity. The “Home,” with all its cares, was entrusted to their man- 
agement ; was largely extended, at an expense of several thousand dollars, 
paid from the local treasury, and w.is made capable of accommodating one 
thousand men at a time. It is now the most extensive and complete 
establishment of the kinil which exists in the country.” 

Previous to September, 1803, the Kentucky Branch had issued upwards 
of G,000 large packages of sanitary supplies. 

A 

The Northviestern Branch of the Sanitary Commission. — The head- 
quarters of this Branch are in the city of Chic-ago, and its tributaries are 
ecaltered throughout the States of Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, and Minne- 
sota. This happy co-ordination of auxiliary work in aid of the Sanitary 
Commission throughout the Northwest, was one of the incidental results 
, of the great Fair that was held at Chicago during the autumn of 1803. 
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Previous to that period the Chicago Branch had nobiy represented the 
spirit and resources of aid in Northern liiinois. The steadiness and intrin- 
sio value of its stream of supplies have not been exceeded by aid received 
from any similar population. 

During the three months of summer the Branch purchased and sent 
forward to the Commission’s agents in the field over 8100,000 worth of 
supplies, a largo portion of which consisted of anti-scorbutics. The “ Sol- 
diers’ Fair" brought into the treasury of the Northwestern Branch, $80,- 
000. This money is being judiciously expended by its own officers, for 
such supplies as the Commission requires in camp and hospital. During 
the last three months of the year 1 833, this Branch “ sent to 'Western 
Hospitals, 7,450 boxes and barrels, including 8,000 pounds codfish, 11,595 
pounds butter, 317 pounds tea, 5,000 bushels onions, 5,000 bushels pota- 
toes, 500 pounds condensed beef, 347 barrels and 80 boxes pickles, 3,020 
shirts, 1,088 pairs drawers, 8,000 pounds crushed sugar, 2,088 pounds 
condensed milk, 783 comfortables. Ar'erage these boxes at 810,00 each, 
and the amount will be 874,500. Average them at 88,00 and they will 
amount to 860,000.” 

This Branch has also been very successful in works of local relief to the 
needy families of volunteers. Soldiers in the hospitals have besought their 
attention and charity for their poor families, and it is a notorious fact that 
many a poor fellow’s illness in the hospitals proceeds as much from anxiety 
for the helpless ones left behind, as from bodily disease. Consequently, the 
ladies connected with the Commission organized a “Ladies’ Association for 
the Relief of Soldiers’ Families,” which was wisely made auxiliary to the 
“ Young Men’s Ciiristian Association,” which is organized for general char- 
itable work. “ The city has been divided into districts by this Association, 
each one of which is under the personal visitation of one or more ladies, 
who relieve the sufiering of the needy, and solicit donations to the Associ- 
ation of those whose circumstances allow them to give it.” 

The people of the Northwest have acquired most practical ideas respect- 
ing sanitary measures and life-saving. Their “Onion Circulars” and “Po- 
tato Circulars ” have produced practical results, which, as Inspector War- 
riner has said, have modified history. The following extract from the last 
[April, 1 863,] report of the Branch illustrates the spirit of their appeals : 

“ An urgent appeal is again made to the people of the Northwest for 
vegetables, pickles, dried and canned fruit, and other anti-scorbutics, for 
the army of Gen. Grant. Already scurvy has extensively manifested 
itself among those war-worn veterans, who only know defeat when attacked 
by the fearful diseases of army life, and speedy and abundant shipments of 
vegetables cau alone save them from alarming sickness and mortality. 
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They »re encamped bnndreds of miles from their base of supplies — the 
country around them is literally laid waste, and furnishes do vegetable diet, 
and no variety even to their daily ratioDS, so that the dreaded appearance 
of scurvy has been almost inevitable. 

"The Sanitary Cornmiasion has moved immediately to remedy this evil. 
From Louisville, Cincinnati, and Chicago, large shipments of vegetables 
have already been forwarded, and those are to be followed by others, as 
fast as circumstances will allow. We have sent Circulars to our auxiliaries 
throughout the Northwest, calling earnestly for large donations of anti- 
scorbutics, to which we hope generous responses will bo given. Wiscon- 
sin has promptly answered the appeal by largo shipments of pickles, sour- 
krout, vegetables, and dried fruit, sent through the Milwaukee Aid Society, 
and we are notified that larger quantities are furthcoming. We hear also 
of shipments on the way from Michigan, Illinois, and Iowa, while in Chi- 
cago. the evcr-gcuerous. Board of Trade has moved in the matter by a 
subscription to be exclusively applied to the purchase of anti scorbutics.” 

“The success of our arras depends largely on the way in which this ap- 
peal is answered. We stand listening for the distant clash of arms, and 
shiver with dread as tidings of battles, with their hundreds slain, are flashed 
over the wires, but we forget that the diseases of camp and army life are 
more fatal to our brave fellows than the ballets of their Southern foes. 
They are now called to cope with one of the most formidable of these dis- 
eases, and it is fur the people of the Northwest to reinforce them, largely 
and speedily, that they may not suffer overwhelming defeat in the unequal 
contest. Let not this appeal be unheeded, but send forward without de- 
lay, in quantities commensurate with the fearful need, every variety of 
vegetable that can be collected, and every species of pickle that can be 
manufactured, as remedies for the sick, and preventives to illness for the 
well.” 

This appeal is accompanied by, and seems to bj based upon, a very 
practical report of a Medical Director in the Army of the Mississippi. 

dfficers of the Norlhweilern Branch. — E. B. McCagg, President ; Rev. 
Wra. W. Patton, Vice President ; II. E. Seelye, Recording Secretary; 
Cyrus Bentley, Corresponding Secretary; E. W. Blatchford, Treasurer; 
Wesley Munger, B. F. Raymond, J. K. Botsford. 

Associate Managers. — Mrs. A. H. Hoge, Mrs. D. P. Livermore, Chicago; 
Mrs. E. C. Ilenshaw, OttawSrlll.; Mrs. J. 8. Cult, Milwaukee, Wis. 

This history of the good works of this fruitful Branch of the Commission 
would fill a volume by itself. But a brief notice of its great Fair is all we 
will add to this notice of those works of patriotism and love. 

On the 1st of September last (1863), a preliminary meeting of delegates 
from Soldiers’ Aid Societies and Union Leagues of the four Northwestern 
Stales convened at Chicago, to consider plans for a great Fair that had 
been proposed by the Governors of those States, and the chief officers of 
twenty-two of the lending Societies and Leagues. It was immediately de- 
cided by the delegates in convention, that the Sanitary Fair be opened on 
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the 27lb of October, and that, if possible, (26,000 should be realized from 
its sales. It was a novel experiment, but the hearts of the people were 
quickly aroused with sympathy for its humane objects, so that when the 
Fair had closed it was found that not $25,000, but nearly $00,000, had 
been receive ! in cash, besides much valuable property remaining unsold I 

The history of that marvellous and significant union of the hearts of the 
Northwest in the pioneer of the Sanitary Fairs, cannot be given in these 
pages, but the following simple incidents will well illustrate how deeply the 
spirit of the Fair and of homo love for the soldiei and the flag, permeated 
the popular mind : 

“ The contributions to the Fair, to be sold for the benefit of onr sick and 
wounded soldiers, were large, were munificent, -but it was this tore of 
deep-seated earnestness which was largest. It was not merely what men 
and women said and did, but the way the the thing was done, which car- 
ried with it this impression of wholesale generosity of spirit Delicately 
wrought articles, such as usually adorn the tables of Fairs, the work of 
ladies’ hands, were nrt wanting; but then the farmers from miles and miles 
around, kept coming in with their wagons by twenties, and fifties, and hun- 
dreds, loaded down with their bulky farm produce ; others came leading 
horses, or driving before them cows, or oxen, or mules, which they con- 
tributed instead of money, of which, perhaps, they had none; others 
brought live poultry which had been fed for months by the poor man’s 
door; they brought this because they must bring something, and this was 
all they had. Some wagons were loaded from rich dairies, with butter 
and cheese by the ton. Then came great loads of hay from some distant 
farm, followed by others just as large from farms farther off. The mechanics 
brought their machines, and gave them in, one after another; — mowing 
machines, reapers, threshing machines, planters, pumps, fanning mills — 
until a new building, a great storehouse, had to be erected to receive them ; 
and here were ploughs, and stoves, and furnaces, and mill-stones, and nails 
by the hundred kegs, and wagons, and carriage springs, — ard axes, and 
plate glass, and huge plates of wioughl iron, (one the largest that was ever 
rolled from any rolling inill in the world,) block tin and enameled leather, 
hides, boxes of stationery, and cases of boots, cologne by the barrel, native 
wine in casks, purified coal-oil by the thousand gallons — a mountain how- 
itzer, a steel breech-loading cannon, a steam-engine made by the working 
men in one of manufactories of engines in Chicago. 

“ Then loaded wagons came in long processions, toiling into the city from 
far-ofi" country places, bearing marks of frontier service, and the horses or 
mules, together with the drivers themselves, most of them told of wear. 
Many of them were sun-burnt men, with hard hands and rigid features ; 
and a careless observer would have said that there was surely nothing in 
those wag. ns, as they pas.sed, to awaken any sentiment. Yet something 
there was about it all, which brought tears to the eyes of hundreds, as the 
old farmers with their heavy loads toiled by. Among the crowd of spec- 
tators there was noticed a broad-shouldered Dutchman, with a face exptea- 
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give of Anything but thought or feeling; he gnzed at this singular proces- 
sion a» it passed, — the sun burnt farmers, and the long, narrow wagons, and 
the endless vaiiety of vegetables and farm produce, — he gazed there as 
these men, with their sober faces and their homely gifts, passed one by one, 
until when, finally, the last wagon had moved by, this stolid, lethargic- 
looking man “ broke down ” with a flood of tears, and could say nothing 
and do nothing but seize upon the little child whom he held by the hand, 
and hug her to his heart, trying to hide his manly teats behind her floating 
curls.” 

The sons of such, a people will triumph, or die in the battles they fight. 
Such earnestness and unity of purpose in their homes, gives strength to 
the soldiers in the field. 


Other Auxilary .dissociations — In New ITaven, Hartford, Albany, Troy, 
Utica, Syracuse, Elmira, Rochester, Newark, N. J., Columbus, Ohio ; Balti- 
more, Md. ; Washington; New Orleans, and other central places, active 
aid is rendered to the Sanitary Commission’s Snjiply Department by 
means of well organized Auxiliary Societies of Aid. Indeed, the net- 
work of these Auxiliaries and their primary tributaries now extends to 
almost every town and neighborhood in all the loyal States.* 


• Tht “ n'c«ffrn SanUary Commutian," Si. Louit . — Tills organization, thougli in- 
dependent of the Naiional Cominiseion, has continued to be an impurtnnt auziliai^ 
io the great work of relief. It sprang into existence under the pliilanlliropte and 
loyal leadership of Rov. Wu. 6. Eliot, Mr. J. E. Tistu.ss, and other patriotic 
eitizeiia of St. Louis, during dark days in the autumn of 1861, when, as a popular 
writer has said, " oue-half the cannon planted on tbo forts for defence of the city 
were pointed at the city, to keep io awe the enemies witliin, and when the Ladies’ 
Union Aid Society was almost a secret movement.’* 

The noble-hearted men and women who bruvcd' the oblorjuy of the honr, and 
when the wounded arrived from Springfield ^d Holla, famisiicd, and in their gore, 
fed, onrsed, and provided hoapilala and care for them, at once became the trusted 
friends of tiia military authorities, and received a special commission from Oeu. 
Fremont to continue and systematize such work. 

The Commission consists uf the following persons; James E. Yeatman, Presi- 
dent; 0. 8. Greely, Treasurer; J. B. Johnson, Oeorge Partridge, Rev. W. 0. Eliot. 
J. G. Foreman, Secretary. 

At present it Is devoting much attention to the relief of freedmen and refugees. 
It also continues its general work of relief in the hospitals of Missouri, and at 
Vicksburg, Helena, Memphis, and elsewhere. Up to July, 1863, it bad expended- 
in cash, fU6, 464 80, and bad distributed “Sanitary Stores" valued at fSOB-- 
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Though the brief sketches that have here been presented are designed 
particularly to illustrate the plan by which the Commission’s Depart- 
ment of Relief \& sustained, the record of the works of any one of the prin- 
cipal branches that have been mentioned present something more. They 
illustrate the affections, thoughtfulness, patriotism, and undenying sym- 
pathies of the mothers, wives, and daughters of the Republic. By these 
things are our homes sanctified in the war that is raging, and by these 
the battle-worn veteran finds his homo made doubly endearing. 

The prevention of sickness, and of all causes of unnecessary suffering, has 
been from the first the chief design of the Sanitary Commission’s efforts 
but the requisite means fur succor and aid to the si(k and wounded have 
flown in so abundantly and so systematically from the branches and 
Auxiliaries of Supply, that the Commission has been enabled to carry out 
pirns of Relief which otherwise would have been impossible. The whole 
system of this co-operative yet spontaneous aid is so simple that school 
girls readily comprehend it when they form their “ busy-bee circles.” la 
it not a work in which the hand of Providence marks the way of duty ?• 


335 96. Its expenses for distribution are estimated in the last Report at I {per 
cent , which corresponds with the estimates of the U. S. San. Com. [See p. 167.] 

This humane labor of the St. Lmiis Commission has truly been * ** loyal work,” 
and, as has recently been said by a prominent leader in that work, ”as things now 
stand, we can see no reason why the two commissions should nut harmonize into 
one.” The work of the St. Louis Commission is spontaneous and fervent, and ita 
advantages to the army and to the wor Id may be increased by the unity that hoa 
now become practicable and highly desirable. 

* The cause of humanity needs no defence, yet its claims are not well under- 
stood by those persons who fail to see and commend the object and necessity of 
voluntary assistance and even of woman’s aid in the care of the sick and wounded 
In the war. Let the simple eloquence of the following statements defend such work. 

At the opening of the Sanitary Fair in Washington, Peesidsmt Lincoln, in a 
brief speech, said : 

“ Tire extraordinary war in which wo are engaged falls heavily upon all classes 
of people, but the most heavily uponMhe soldier. Fur it has been said, all that a 
man hath will he give for his life; and while all contribute of their substance, the 
soldier puts his life at stake, and often yields it up in his country's cause. The 
highest merit, then, is due the soldier. 

“In this extraordinary war. extraordinary developments have manifested them- 
selves, such as have not been seen in former wars, and among these manifestations 
nothing has been more remarkable than these Fairs, fur the relief of suffering 
soldiers and their families. And the chief agents in these Fairs are the women of 
America. 

“ 1 am not accustomed to the use of language of eulogy ; I have never studied 
the art of paying compliments to women ; but I must say that if all that has been 
said by orators aud poets since the creation of the world in praise of women, were 
applied to the women of Auierica, it would not do them justice for their conduct 
during this war. 1 will close by saying, God bless the women of America I” 
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Tbe system of Aid throughout the land is now essentially one ; and the 
more harmoniously and steadily it is kept in operation the more good will 
be done by the spontaneous otferings from our homes. The great Sanitart 
Fairs — the marvel of the hour — have not only supplied means to meet the 
great demands for succor when the impending battles are fought, but they 
have proved how easy it la for warm hearts and ready hands to work in 
harmony. 


, HaADQUAETcaa, Abmt or the Potomac, ) 

'* Friday, April 8, 1864. f 

*' L. Moktcomert Bond, Esq. : 

** Dear Sir, — I have Ufa honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication 
of the 6th instant enclosing circulars of the ' Committee on Labor, Incomes, and 
Reveouea* of the Great Central Fair for the United States Sanitary Commission. 

*'lt is hardly necemry for me to assure you that I am with you heart and soul 
in the great work of benevolence and charity which you have entered on. 

**lt has been my duty to make inquiry as to the practical working and benefit 
of the United States Sanitary Commission, and it affords me great pleasure to be 
able to hear testimony, so far as this army is concerned, to the inestimable benefiU 
aad blessings cooferrra by tliU noble association on tbe suffering, sick, and wounded 
soldiers. 

A few facts iu connection with this point may be of use to too. 

*' At the battle of Gettysburg the number of wounded of our own army alone 
amounted, by ofiiclal reports, to Uiirteen thousand seven hundred and thirteen 
(Hi, 713); those of the enemy left on thefield were estimated by our medical ofikera 
as amounting to eight thousand. This would make in all nearly twenty-two thou- 
sand suffering beings requiring immediate attention to save life. 

Few people can realize such large numbers, but if you tell them that should 
they fill and pack your Ac:idemy of Music in Philadelphia (which bolds, I believe, 
some thirty-five hundred people) $iz iimei, and then imagine every soul in this im- 
mense crowd wounded, they will have a chance idea of the great work for human- 
ity on the field of Gettysburg. 

** Nov, although tbe Government is most liberal and generous In all its provisioDs 
for the sick and wounded, yet it is impossible to keep constantly on harul either tbe 
personnel or supplies required in an emergency of this kind. 

** Id addition to this difficulty at Gettysburg, I was compelled to pursue tbe re- 
treating foe, and as I expected in a few days to have another battle at some dis- 
tant point, it was absolutely necessary 1 should carry away the greater portion of 
our surgeons and medical supplies, so that the wounded at Gettysburg were in 
a measure dependant upon such extra assistance as tbe Government could hastily 
collect, and upon the generous aid so cheerfully and promptly afforded by the 
Sauitavy and Christian CommissioDs and the various State and Soldiers* Aid So- 
cieties. All the additional aid from every source was here most urgently needed, 
and it gives me great pleasure to say that, from tbe reports of my medical officers, 
1 am satisfied the Unitetl States Sanitary Oommission, as well as the others 
above mentioned, were fully u{f to the work before them. 

** What has occurred in the past may occur in the future. There is no nobler 
or holier work of ('hristian love or charity, and if tbe voices of the' brave sol- 
diers- are of any infiuenco, you may rest assnred you have their hearty wishes 
and earnest prayers. 

** Host respectfully and truly yours, 

Gsorob G. Meade, 

**MaJor-Qeoeral, Commanding Army of the Potomac.** 
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APPENDIX B. 


The European Branch of Vie U. 8. Sanitary Commission. 


A meeting of American gentlemen was held at the American Consulate . 
Paris, November 30lh, 1803, for the purpose of organizing a Paris Brauch 
of the United States Sanitary Commission. 

The Rev. John McClintock, D. D., was duly appointed President, and 
Mr. Janies W. Brooks, Vice-Consul of the United States, Secretary yrro 
tern. 

An Executive Committee was appointed, consisting of the following 
named gentlemen : 

Rev. John McClintock, D. D., (Pastor of the Ameiican Chapel, Paris); 
Mr. John Bigelow, U. S. Consul ; Mr. Chas. S. P. Bowles, Boston; Mr. 
Edward Brooks, Boston; Dr. T. W. Evans, Paris; Mr. Roht. M. Mason, 
Boston, Mr. Geo. T. Richards, Paris; Mr. J. Plialen, New York ; Mr. 
Wm. II. Thomson, New York ; Mr. Henry Wood, Boston. 

Such Committee to have general supervision of the action of the Paris 
Branch, subject to the approval of the Central Board of the Commission, 
with power to fill its own vac.ancics. 

At a subsequent meeting Dr. McClintock was, on motion, duly elected 
Chairman of the Committee, and Mr. Wm. B. Bowles Secretary. 

It was resolved that the Secretary open a correspondence with American 
Consuls, and with prominent American citizens residing in Europe, with a 
view to the extension and increased efficiency of this Branch of the Com- 
mission. 

Resolved , — That the title of the Branch bo “The European Branch 
01 THE Uniteu States Sanitarv Commission.” 

Mr. Wm. 8. Thompson offered his name as one of ten to subscribe five 
thousand franca each for the objects of the European Branch. 
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The European Branch ha* eataWished its headquarters at No. 2 Rue 
Martel, Paris, and has raised a considerable amount of funds, and shipped 
to the Sanitary Commission large quantities of hospital supplies, • 


AUXILIART SOCIETy ORO.SNIZED IM LONDON. 

(/rom the London Star, ifarrh 4, 18C4.) 

A meeting of Americans was held at the London Tavern yesterday for 
the furtherance of the interests of the United Slates Sanitary Commi.ssion. 
The lion William M. Evarts, of New York, occupied the chair. 

The Chairman said he had great pleasure in taking any part in aid of 
the organization now to bo commenced. lie hoped it would he the means 
of inalerially as-sisting the great Sanitary Commission of the United States, 
and that it would take an important share in its benevolent and charitable 
labors. The otqect of the meeting, ns they no doubt were made aware 
through the notice that had been circulated, wa« the establishment of an 
auxiliary amongst the Americans of the United Kingdom, so that by con- 
centrated efforts they might take part in the charitable work of allevi.ating 
the wants and sufferings of their wounded, sick and dying brethren in 
America. There was no other claim to its bounty and to its services than 
the misfortune of the recipients, making no distinction between friend and 
foe in the administration of its aiils. It was natural that the American* of 
the United Kingdom should feel a deep interest in such a movement, and 
that they should not alone continue the assistance they had heretofore given 
ns private individuals, hut that they should also desire to make a combined 
effort to swell the contributions in aid of this important ami continued 
need. To establish an organization for the effecting of that combined effort 
was the object of the meeting. 

Mr. Stevens moved than an organization of Americans in the United 
Kingdom, as an auxiliary to the United Slates Sanitary Commission bo 
estaldished, and that an executive committee bo appointed with power 
to fill vacancies and add to their number; with power ahso to elect olliiers, 
appoint sub-committees, and to transact all business in aid of of the San- 
itary Commission, 

An Executive Committee, consisting of between sixty and seventy well- 
known .'American residents in England w.as appointed ; and at a meeting 
of the Executive Committee of the Organization of Americans in the Uni- 
ted Kingdom ns an Auxiliary to the United States Sanitary Commis.sion, 
lield at the Palace Hotel, in London, on Saturday, the 5th of March, 1604, 
the following Officers and Suuding Committee wero chosen : 

President. — Mr, Joshua Bates, 21 Arlington street, W. 

Vice-Presidents. — Mr. George Peabody, 22 Old Broad street, E C. ; 
Idr. C. M. Lampson, C4 Queeu street, £. C. ; Mr. Alexander Liuucan, 7 
Prince’s Gale, S. Wi 
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Standing Committee. — Mr. C. M. Lampson, 04 Queen street, E. C. ; 
Mr. Rusaell Sturgis, 8 Bishopsgatc street, E. C. ; Mr. J. S. Morgan, 22 
Old Broad street, E. C. ; Mr. E. L. S. Bcnzon, 32 Nicholas Lane, E, C. ; 
Mr. Henry Stevens, 4 Trafalgar Square, W. C. 

Treamrer. — Mr. Henry Starr, 150 Cbeapside. 

Secretary, pro tern. — Mr. E. C. Fisher, 160 Cheapsido. 

Bankert. — Messrs. Baring, Bros, d; Co., 8 Bishopsgato street ; Messrs. 
George Peabody & Co., 22 Old Broad street ; Messrs. Brown, Shipley Si 
Co., Liverpool. 
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APPENDEC O. 


The -Inttrnatlonal Sanitary Conference, and Voluntary Aid in the 
Sanitary Service of European Armies. — On the 1st of September, 
1803, the “Society of Public Usefulness, of Geneva,” in Switzerland, issued 
a circular to tbe several Governments of Europe, and to leading philan* 
Ihropists, as well as to chief military authorities, inviting their co-operation 
at an International Conference, and particularly requestieg the representa- 
tion of the different Governments by delegates, to convene at Geneva the 
2Cth of October. Tlie object of the Conference was, “ to consider the meant 
of providing for the insufficiency of the Sanitary Service of Armies in the 
Field." 

The “ Geneva Society of Public Usefulness” some time ago appointed a 
Committee, consisting of General Dufour, M. Moynier, Doctors Appia and 
Mallnoir, and M. Henri Dunant, to consider the subject, and to prepare 
the way for such a Conference. Accordingly, the principal governments 
sent delegates in response of the Committee’s invitation, and the last week 
of October was spent by them in discussing the subject that had so appro- 
priately been brought forward in the leading philanthropic association 
of central Europe. 

The nations of Europe were represented as follows : 

M. le Docteur Unger, from Austria (Surgeon-in-Chief of the Austrian 
Army) ; Surgeon iu-Chief Steiner, from B.iden ; Surgeon in-Chief Theodore 
Dompierre, from Bavaria; Surgeon-in-Chief Dr. Lcefflcr, from Prussia; 
Surgeon-in-Chief Dr. Basting, from Uolland ; Surgeon-iu Chief Don N. A. 
C. Landa, from Spain; Surgeon-in-Chief Boudier, from France; M. de 
Preval, from France ; M. Chevalier (Consul), from France ; Dr. Rutherford 
(Inspoctor Geiioral of Hospitals), from England ; Mr. Mackenzie, from Eng- 
land ; Dr. Oelker, from Hanover; Major Brodruck, from Hesse; M. Ca- 
pello, from Italy ; Prince Henry XIII., from Prussia ; Dr. G. Housscllo, 
from Prussia; Capt. Van de Velde, from Holland; Dr. Gunther, from 
Saxony; Capt. Alex. Kirriew, from Russia; M. E. Essakoff, from Russia; 
Dr. Schceldberg, from Sweden ; Dr. Eidling, from Sweden ; Dr. Ilahu, 
from Wurtemberg; Dr. Wagner, from Wurtemberg; M. F. Do Mont- 
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« 


mollin, from Switzerinnd ; Dr. Lelimano, from Switzerland ; Dr. Briere, 
from Switzerland ; M. F. De G. Monlmollin, from Switzerland ; Professor 
Landoz, from Switzerland ; M. Moratcl, from Switzerland; Dr. Engelhardt, 
from Switzerland; M. M. General Dufour, President; Henri Dunant, 
Secretary. 

The questions submitted to the Conference had reference mainly to battle- 
field relief, by means of Voluntary Aid, and notwithstanding the full 
' presentation of military considerations, that have until now prevented the 
recognition of such supplementary assistance, the Conference unanimously 
very strongly sustained all the claims which had been put forward by the 
philanthropic men who invited the meeting. 

The two leading questions discussed were : 

1st. Js Voluntary Aid for the euecor of the wounded in battles practi- 
cable, and is .t desirable ? 

2d. Shall neutrality and full military protection be ashed from all na- 
tions, in time of war, for the wounded, their surgeons, and all persons and 
things employed for their succor ? 

These questions were not new, but they were put forth and discussed by 
men familiar with war and battle-scenes; and all the subordinate and 
most practical questions relating to the required improvements of ambu- 
lance sjstems, and the more immediate means for relieving the wounded, 
were discussed under the influence of truly humane and patriotic senti- 
ments. Said General Dufour ; *• Noble and generous is the purpose of 
those Governments which have not hesitated ta respond to the appeals 
which have been addressed to them in the U' lne of sufflrring humanity. 
Too long have the shouts of trium[ih stifled the groans of those who had 
purchased it with their blood ; the roaring of the cannon which announced 
the victory has drowned the plaintive cry of those who, after having fougjit 
for it, ask as their only reward a litter to bear them from the scene of car- 
nage, and the joyous ringing of the bells has deadened the heroes’ funeral 
knell of agony. The Surgeon and the Sister of Charity were the only wit- 
nesses of their suffering. Such scenes possess but few attractions for ama- 
teurs, and the multitude pursue with their applauses those who return with 
their brows crowned with laurels, without giving one thought or regret to 
those unfortunate ones whoso casualties are summed up in a brief anuounce- 
meni appended to the last line of the bulletin of the battle." 
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All the propositions which the Committee of the Geneva Society had 
submitted having been fully discussed by the Conference, the following 
conclusions were reached and adopted, on the fourth day of the session : 

“ The International Conference, desirous to render aid to the wounded 
in those cases where the army sanitary service is insufficient, adopted the 
following resolutions : 

“ 1. That in each country there be a committee whoso mission is to 
assist in time of war, if it is required, in providing, by all means in ita 
power, for the sanitary wants of the armies. The committee will organize 
Itself in such manner ns shall seem most useful and convenienL 

“ 2. Sections, without limit in number, may bo formed for the purpose 
of aiding this committee, and which shall act under its general direction. 

“ 3. It shall be the duty of the committee to place itself en rapport with 
the government of its own country, in order that its service may be re- 
ceived, if there is need. 

“ 4 . In time of peace, the committees and the sections shall look for the 
best means for rendering themselves really useful in time of war, especially 
in preparing material help of all kinds {secourt materkh de tout fftnre), 
and in endeavoring to org.anizo and instruct volunteer nurses {infirmiers 
volonlair(s). 

“ S. In the event of war, the committees of the belligerent nations 
shall furnish, according to their means, relief (seeours) to the respective 
armies; their particular duty is to organize and set at work the volunteer 
nurses (infirmitrs fofontarrrs), and to prepare, in accordance with the mili- 
tary authority, the places in which the wounded shall be attended. 

“ They may solicit the co-operation of the committee of neutral nations. 

“0. U]>on application and with consent of the military authorities, the 
committees shall send tlie injirmiert volontaires upon the baltle-6eld ; they 
shall, at such times, bo under the direction of the chief military com- 
mander. 

“7. The injirmiert volontairet who follow the army must be provided 
by their respective committees with all necessary means for their susten- 
ance. 

“ 8. Tlmt, in every country, they wear, as uniform, a white band upon 
* the arm, with a red cross. 

" 9. The committees and sections of the various countries may a-ssemble 
an International Congress to communicate the results of their experience, 
and to consult upon the measures to be pursued in the interest of the work. 

“ 10. 'I'he exchange of communications between the committees of the 
several nations shall be proviaioually made through the committee at 
Genev.-u 

“ Besides the above resolutions, the Conference promulgates the folloio- 
ing recommendations : 

“A. Let the governments grant their highest protection to th‘e commit- 
tees of relief which shall bo formed, and facilitate, as much as possible, the 
fulfillment of their mission. 

“ B. IaX neutrality bo proclaimed in time of war, by belligerent nations, 

19 
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for the ambulaooee and the hoapitals, and let it be equally admitted, in 
the raoet complete manner, for ihe personnel of the sanitary staff ( /trraonnrf 
sanitaire officiel), for the injirmiers volonlatret, for the country people who 
may go to assist the wounded, and for the wounded themselves. 

“ C. Let a uniform distinctive badge {siffne) be recognized for the sani- 
tary corps of all armies, or at least for the persona of the same army who 
are attached to that service. Let a uniform flag (vn drapeau identique) 
be also adopted for ambulances and hospitals in all countries.” 

These conclusions, and the debates that preceded them in the Confer- 
ence, have awakened profound interest throughout Europe. 

It appears that it was no'part of the design of the Genera Conference to 
take up any of the great questions relating to the sanitary care of armies 
excepting those leading points that relate to the succor of the men who 
fall in battle — the humane and sanitary provision for the ambulance and 
fleld-hospital service ; and upon the questions that were raised respecting 
the necessity or duty of great improvements in that service, the delegates 
expressed most decided and harmonious sentiments. The presence of such 
veteran campaigners and military surgeons as MM. Boudier, Unger, Bas- 
ting, and Loefiler, enabled the most experienced class of delegates to pre- 
sent in a strong, but true, light all the essential difficulties that stand in 
the way of successfully utilizing the offering — personal and material — of 
voluntary aid for the relief and care of the wounded in active armies. The 
positions taken by the ablest and most experienced members of the Geneva 
Conference, strongly corroborate and sustain the established policy and 
works of the UmTED States SANiTAnr Comiiisbiow. 

Ilcnri Dunant, a citizen of Geneva, who was travelling as a tourist in 
the regions occupied by the vast armies that met at Solferino and Ma- 
genta, had his soul so stirred by the scenes of carnage and woe that he 
witnessed there immediately upon the cessation of the conflict, that he 
deemed it a duty to humanity to offer such volunteered aid as he was 
able to organize and put into operation upon the spur of the occasion. The 
record of that timely and merciful work is in the hearts of the multi- 
tude of mutilated sufferers who, but for the succor which that noble man 
and his obedient helpers rendered, would not now be able to recount 
the scenes of the terrible battle Geld of Solferino. 

Thus, naturally, this noble-hearted and earnest man, M. Dunant, was 
led, by his brief and thrilling experience, to reflect upon the practica- 
bility of. calling into existence an organized national and international 
scheme for applying the services of trained corps of voluntary nurses, so as 
to se;u:e a uniform system, rendered by study and experience superior, if 
possible, to the hastily extemporized band of voluntary attendants, organ- 
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ized and led by him at Solferino. The unanimous approval was given, in 
the deliberations of the Conference, to the proposed plan for encouraging 
the timely preparation of materiel for the succor of the wounded, and 
especially for effectually organizing the humane endeavors and charities 
of the people. Said the distinguished representative of the Government 
and Army of Prussia : “ Behold, gentlemen, the great field of activity for 
permanent ‘ Societies of Relief,’ organized in ffme of peace, and prepared 
beforehand with all suitable means to supply the work of ofiScial authori- 
ties, and to satisfy the wishes of a truly religious philanthropy.” 

The medical delegates at the Geneva Conference joined heartily with 
the non-medical delegates in all the debates and purposes of the Confer- 
ences. Their sentiments in reference to such works of live-saving are hap- 
pily expressed by a French physician. Dr. Henri Favre, who, as a public 
journalist, has earnestly advocated the objects of the Conference. He 
writes : ** The physician has science ; let him confer with the benevolent 
and sympathetic ; let him enoourage them with his approbation, and en- 
lighten them with his counsels. Kwmltdge will thus heighten the value 
of benevolence, and the retull will be beautiful.” And justly does that 
eloquent physician ask : “ Is it not the highest mission of the true physi- 
cian to aid with his professional knowledge the endeavors of the benevolent 
and self sacrificing 1” Such appears to have been the spirit not only of the 
medical delegates at the International Conference, but of the various Sov- 
ereigns and Ministers of War who sent messages of counsel and encour- 
agement. 

The effort to secure absolute neutrality and a fraternal recognition for 
the wounded and for all who are legitimately engaged in providing for 
them among belligerents, will lead to most important results. Some of the 
arguments presented on this point in the Conference the reader will peruse 
with interest. Dr. Lands, Surgeon-Major, and delegate from the sanitary 
corps of the Spanish army, said : 

“ 1 congratulate the Conference that they have included the wounded 
among those for whom neutrality is demanded. As a sanitary officer of a 
perinanent army,” Dr. Lands, as far as he was concerned, “ could never have 
accepted this exemption of the person of military surgeons from risks, by 
neutrality, if the wounded were not also allowed the same exemption, for 
it is their duty to share the fate of those under their care. It Ls undoubt- 
edly a principle which has been generally admitted in time of war, that 
everything remaining upon the ground occupied by the conqueror, belongs 
to the conqueror, still, as a wounded man is properly committed to the 
care of the surgeon alone, hostile generals have not unfrequcntly mutually 
agreed to restore the wounded to liberty. During the session of this 
Conference, the diplomatic treaty made during the lost century between 
Prussia and France, for the neutrality of sanitary service, has been cited 
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upon this point. This treaty is not an isolated case, since examples may 
be fmind in the history of more remote times. In the ‘■order of St, John 
of Jerusalem' there exist analogous souvenirs of the Sultan Saindin, nnd 
may wo not re.asonably expect that in this civilized age, the sovereigns of 
Europe would not willingly appear less humane nnd generous, than many 
centuries ago was a Saracen Sultan of the desert” 

An experienced surgeon of the Austrian army, said he would call at- 
tention to the fact that — 

“Those persons who comprise the sanitary corps in the field, are mili- 
tary persons and bear arras, which they only lay aside during the execu- 
tion of their mission to the sick and wounded. They may he taken 
prisoners wherever they are found, since this is the right of war, and as 
injury is inflicted upon a hostile army by depriving it of its stores of sup- 
plies and provisions, so also it may be made to suffer if deprived of the 
whole or a part of its sanitary corps. Upon the field of battle, however, 
those places where they deposit their arms to take care of the wounded, 
should be considered by the enemy as sacred ; and to effect this, an inter- 
national flag of a particular color should bo raised ; and since this Confer- 
ence has proposed a white badge with a red cross to designate the voluntary 
nuiscs, let all places where the wounded and their attendant surgeons aro 
found be also indicated by a flag of this color. All nations have now 
adopted a flag for their ambulances, but each hivs a flag of a dift’erent color. 
It is white in Austria, red in France, yellow in Spain, in other countries it 
is black, and the soldiers composing the armies are only familiar with the 
color of their own ambulances. This difficulty would bo remedied if a 
white flag with a red cross should float over the ambulances of all the 
armies of Europe. In his [Dr. Unger’s] opinion, the enemy must retain 
the right to make prisoners of military surgeons', but he must respect their 
persons, and the places of asylum and succor upon the field of battle, the 
ambulance, and the hospital in the rear, indicated by the national flag, 
shall be considered neutral. 

Ur. Mannoir said he could not appreciate the motive which induces 
Dr. Unger to suppose that the neutrality of sanitary corps cannot be ac- 
cepted. The history of war has never demonstrated that an army has 
been destroyed, or a sovereign compelled to make peace, because such 
army or sovereign had lost its sanitary corps. The only result of the loss 
of the sanitary staff nnd supplies is, that the wounded cannot receive 
proper care. It is the soldier who suffers, and this is of no advantage to 
the hostile army, as no general has ever hesitated to engage in battle from 
such a motive. Moreover, Dr. Mannoir objected to what can only be con- 
sidered a mere hypothesis on the part of Dr. Unger, for unfoituiintely 
neither this Conference nor military surgeons possess the authority to de- 
cide this question, nnd M. Mannoir affirms, as his personal opinion, the 
entire innocence of the neutrality of the sanitary service, lie would, there- 
fore, propose the following amend mout : 

“ Conference, before adjourning, unanimously recommends: 

“That the several Stales of Europe co-operate in urging the neutrality 
of persons who compose the sanitary staff of armies in the field, including 
in this neutrality not only the stall' actually in service, but thd corps of 
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voluntary nurses, civilians wLo may go to assist in the care of the wounded, 
and lln> wounded themselves. Coiiferenco believes that this decision, 
while it does not modify the results of war, would bo worthy of this age 
of progress and humanity. ” 

The humane labors of the Order of “ St John of Jerusalem,” the ex- 
amj)le of M. Dunant’a hastily improvised corps of infirmiers and volnntaxrei^ 
and the beautiful illustration of woman’s sympathies and timely methods 
of succor under the guidance of Lady Helena Paulowna, during the Rus- 
sian campaign in the Crimea, and more recently in Poland, were happily 
quoted ns examples of the nature and practicability of the voluntary aid 
which should be given to the sick and wounded in time of war.* And 
the Russian Minister of War, Lieiit.-General Milulin, in an official com- 
munication to the Conference when io Session, states that special committees 
or ^^Commissions are now organized and at work in St. Petersburg, for ibe 
introduction into the Sanitary service of the army, of all the improvements 
{ameUorationsf) that modern science can seek out in time of peace against 
tbo time of W^ar.” 

The Sovereigns of Europe are becoming aware of the economical value 
of the life and health of tlicir people, and particularly in their armies, and 
while the war-clouds have been gathering on the Continent, the people 


• The ancient or<ler of St. John, here mentioned, is at present doinjf much for 
the mitigation of human sobering. During the month of March, 1804. it hue e^ta- 
bliiihed and fully furni^hed a large military hospital at Altonia, fur tlie wounded 
of all clai;:*eaof the belligeronte in the DanUh war. The order nUu lias the entire 
care of eight hogpiuU in Prussia, seven in Germany, and one in Deirout. 

The system of Field and HospiUil succor that was founded hy the Grand 
Duche»>H Helena Paulowna during the Crimean campaign, has done inimeniie ser- 
vice fur humanity, and has been everywhere favored by the Russian military au- 
thuriiies. More than two hundred of its trained women nurses were on duty in 
the Crimea, where, says an eminent surgeon in that war, **Tbey were indelaiiga- 
ble in nursing tlie wounded, not only in the hospitals of Sebastopol and Simpheio- 
pel and in the ambulances, but also close to the batteries iu the midst uf most 
appaling scenes, aclUHlly exposed to shot and shell” They also attended the 
wounded and sick in the hind transports to the rear, and back to Moscow and St. 
Petersburg. The di^tinguiabed Professor Periguff describes ibc services of those 
devoted women ns being above nil praise, tbeir heroism, and endurance, and dis* 
cretion, as marvellous, and their assistance to the medical officers of priceless value. 
The “Letter of Instruciions” under which tliese women enter this service of Relief 
opens as follows: “ In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, in perfect clmrily and 
self devotion, zealously to as^i8t the medical authorities in the care of (he »ick und 
Wounded, and also to streugtheo the patients under their sufferiugs by Chiislian 
consolation.” 

In tliis spirit these persons have continued their labors since their organization, 
tnd, alter large numbers of them had died from fevers and hardships jn the Crimea 
and the KnssiHn hospitals, lliey entered upon a similar field of Uburs in Sl I'eiers- 
burg, among the needy classes ; and mure recently tbeir aid hns been successfully 
given to the tick and wounded belligereuls of both parties in the Polish war. 
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have humanely undertaken to mitigate the woes they fear. And while it 
has fallen to the lot of the United States Sanitart Commission to pre- 
sent the first complete example of voluntary means applied “ to provide for 
the insufiBciency of the Sanitary service in armies,” the development and 
progress of similar work in Europe is a subject in which all philaathropbic 
minds feel mutually interested. The present state of this good work in 
other nations will be best stated in this place by quoting the following brief 
extracts from recent European journals : 

In “ La Nation Sui$/e” a daily journal in Geneva, of February 7th, 
(1864,) it is stated that “the recommendations of the International Con- 
ference have already been officially adopted by many European govern- 
ments, the Federal Council of the Swiss Confederacy being first on the list." 

“ Prussia treats the question of neutrality diplomatically, and Denmark 
is disposed to favor an international convention for the consideration of this 
subject. In Germany the suggestions of M. Dunant have everywhere en- 
listed the warmest sympathies of the people, and the same is true in Swe- 
den, where committees of ladies have been formed to prepare, collect and 
forward woolen socks and other warm garments for the Danish soldiers. 

“ In anticipation of the war which threatens so many portions of Europe, 
it becomes the duty of everyone to disseminate as widely ns possiide the 
humane suggestions contain^ in the work entitled, touvtnir de So/erino. 

“ Let us still, however, indulge the hope that the time will come when 
the blood of the soldier shall no longer moisten the earth which the sweat 
from the brow of the laborer should alone moisten.” 


In “ Le Monittur de VArmee" a leading military journal in France, of 
February 11th, 18(54, we find the following statement, including the copy 
of a letter from the French Emperor to M. Dunant : 

“ Sir, — The Emperor has acquainted himself with the resolutions adopted 
by the International Conference recently convened at Geneva, under the 
presidency of General Dcfour, for the purpose of considering 'the ques- 
tion of international efibrts for the relief of soldiers wounded upon the field 
of battle. 

“ Ilia Majesty heartily approves of the object of the Conference and 
the resolutions adopted for its accomplishment. Ue desires to co-ope- 
rate with you in your work by authorizing the formation of the relief com- 
mittee which you propose to appoint at Paris, and wishes you to be assured 
of all the sympathy with which he regards this eflort. 

“The Empkrob has, moreover, commissioned me to communicate to the 
Marshal Minister of War his desire that he should authorize the appoint- 
ment of some officers of high rank to a place upon the committee that yon 
profiosi; to organize. 

“ I pray you to accept my assurances of devotion, 

“ The Colonel Aid-de-Camp, 

Favrk." 
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“ His Majeftty, the Emperor of Russia, has authorized His Imperial 
Highness the Grand Duke Constantine to assume the direction of the com- 
mittee under the patronage of their Imperial Majesties. 

“ In Saxony, His Majesty the King and his Ministers, and many influ- 
encial citizens, have enlisted heartily in the work. 

“In Wurteraburg the committee which has been organized at Stuttgart, 
under the patronage of the royal family, has succeeding in forming auxili- 
ary committees of ladies throughout the country. 

“ In Spain, His Royal Highness, the Most Serene Infant Don Sebastian 
of Bourbon and Braganza, Grand Prior of the Order of Saint John of Jeru- 
salem, in the language of Castile, enthusiastically favors the idea, and has 
solfcited authority from Her Majesty the Queen to accomplish for Spain 
(out of respect for the resolutions of the Conference of Geneva) what His 
Royal Highness Prince Charles of Prussia has done for this work at Ber- 
lin, for the Bailiwick of Brandenburg. The Spanish Marshab and Gene- 
rals heartily approve of this proposal. 

“The Minister of War of the Kingdom of Denmark has officially in- 
formed the committee at Geneva that his government cordially approved 
the resolutions adopted at the International Conference of October. 

“ On the other hand. His Majesty the King of Prussia, who takes the 
liveliest interest in everything relating to this subject, has, by bis Ministers, 
recently put to a practical use the question of neutrality. The Knights of 
Saint John of Jerusalem have already erected at Altona a large hospital 
fur the soldiers who may be wounded during the war with Denmark.” 

The Danish Ministers and the King of Prussia having officially ap- 
proved the resolutions of the Conference at Getfeva, M. Henri Dunant as 
secretary of the International Committee, has solicited Denmark and the 
German Powers to conclude a mutual agreement upon this important ques- 
tion of humanity. 

In the “ Cologne Oazetle," in January, 1864, we find the following 
statement : 

“ It is very desirable that without delay voluntary associations should be 
made by the public to furnish the German troops, now in arms against 
Denmark, with clothing suited to the cold weather. Their supply is not 
enough to protect them against this enemy. The subjoined letter from 
the Prussian Minister of War is a confession, and a very significant one too, 
although not nearly foroad enough in its statements. The association in 
Halle to supply the Prussian troops sent to Holstein with warm winter 
clothing, asked the Minister of War whether he thought their purpose 
commendable and useful. He answered ; ‘ It is true that it is the duty of 
this department to give our troops clothing suited for winter; but it is 
equally true that owing to the suddenness with which we have been ob- 
liged to move our army, it will be difficult to give the men a full supply 
of proper clothing, unless we receive the patriotic help of all good citizens. 
For these reasons I shall be very grateful to your association for a full and 
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prompt supply of woolen socks, gloves, under-shirts and drawers, and for 
articles for hospital use ; and those who have money to give, can direct it 
in no way better than through your society.’ ” 

The following is a copy of the ofiBciat call, hero alluded to, for such md 
by the Prussian Government : 

“ Our columns are now moving towards Lubeck, to be ready to enter 
Holstein. In consequence of excessive cold weather the men suffer terri- 
bly for want of warm clothing. Many of the soldiers have no woolen 
socks, and only a little straw or a few rags with which to fill their shops, 
and are in great danger of haring their toes frost-bitten. Very few of them 
have shirts of any kind, or nearly enough under-clothing to protect them 
from the qold. I propose collecting articles of this kind, and money to 
purchase and have made others as fast as pos'^ible, to bo forwarded to 
the army. I therefore appeal to all who are friends of our soldiers. 

“Breitenbach, Royal Commissioneb.” 

These events are just now transpiring in one of the richest and roost 
complete military Governments in the world. Who, then, will doubt that 
the United States Sanitary Commission is an essential Aid to our 
Kational Cause as a beneficient agency, which, under Divine Providence, 
is a saver of precious lives t 


Digitized by Google 


APPENDIX D. 


THE SANITARY COMMISSION’S PUBLICATIONS. 


Three classes of publications are comprised in the Commission’s printed 
docaments ; 

I. Reports and Essays relating to Military Hygiene, Medicine, and 
Surgery. 

II. Special Reports upon the regular labors of the Commission relating 
to Sanitary work, and to the business of Relief. 

III. Circulars, and various Public Statements ; also two semi monthly 
periodicals. 

1. The Sanitary and Medical Publications. — Medical Monographs. — This 
series non numbers twenty monographs npon the most important subjects 
in military hygiene, medicine, and surgery. Several of them have passed 
through many editions, and they all possess permanent and acknowledged 
value, as being among tbe most practical and reliable contributions to the 
literature of the medical profession ; and to the ever-changing, ever-enlarg- 
ing, medical staff of the volunteer forces, they are of inestimable value- 
The following catalogue of the titles of this class of tbe Sanitary Papora 
will best explain their purpose. These Medical Essays are designated by 
letters, and have been published with the following titles : 

Medical Monoorapus. 

An Introductory Paper on Employment of Anasthetics in Military 
Surgery. 

A. Report on Military Hygiene and Therapeutics. 

B. Directions to Army Surgeons on Field'of Battle. 

C. Rules for Preserving the Health of the Soldier. 

D. Report on the Use of Quinine as a Prophylactic. 

£. Report on Vaccination in Armies. 
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F. Report on Amputations. 

6. Report on Amputations through the Foot and at the Ankle-joint 

H. Report on Venereal Diseases, with special reference to Practice in 
the Army and Navy. 

J. Report on Pneumonia. 

K. Report on Continued Fevers. 

L. Excision of Joints for Traumatic Causes. 

M. Report on Dysentery. 

N. Report on Scurvy. 

O. Report on Nature and Treatment of Fractures in Military Surgery. 

P. Report on Nature and Treatment of Miasmatic Fevers, 

Q. Report on Nature and Treatment of Yellow Fever. 

R. Hemorrhage from Wounds. 

S. Control and Prevention of Infectious Diseases in Camps, Transports, 
and Hospitals. 

To the great number of medical officeta who have entered upon service 
in the field, this well-considered gift of a portable professional Library 
has been of inestimable benefit ; and there can be no doubt that it has 
been the means of greatly improving the medical and hygienic service in 
our armies. The fact should here be mentioned, that the Medical Bureau has 
adopted a liberal plan for supplying to every military surgeon a larger and 
better assortment of standard medical books than was formerly allowed. 
But tlie Sanitary Commission’s Monograph! are indispensable to the in- 
experienced and to the overtasked medical bffioer, and their intrinsic merits 
have already won very high encomiums from the medical press at home, 
and in foreign countries. 

We have not space in this place for the catalogue of the current publi- 
cations which the Commission has continued to issue, upon the ordinary 
business, results, and plans of the various branches of the work, as it pro- 
gresses. These publications are numbered, usually, according to the 
dates of issue, and may be regarded as constituting a kind of record in out- 
line of the progress of the Commission’s work. The publications of the 2d 
Clan are numbered as permanent documents, and several of them have 
passed through large editions. These now number between 70 and 80 . 

The 3d Class of publications comprises all the ordinary and transient 
printing that is found necessary in management of the affairs of the Com- 
mission. Uuder this head may also be included the publication of the 
‘‘ Sanitary Reporter” and the Sanitary Comminion Bulletin. 


Digitized by Google 


APPENDIX E. 




A complete ExampU of Sanitary Science practically applied in Camp* 
and Hospitals. — “ That the prevention of disease is possible, bnt its sup- 
pression difficult and uncertain,”* was the very first postulate laid down 
by the United States Sanitary Commission at the commencement of its 
labors. Acting upon this principle by most practical methods, and with 
an unflinching determination not to be thwarted in the purpose to insure 
for the soldier in camp and in hospital all the means of Sanitary protec- 
tion which the combined intelligence and liberality of the government and 
the people could apply, the results are such as will forever be remembered 
with gratitude by our people and by the philanthropic minds of every 
country. 

The first complete example of practical application of sanitary science in 
camps and hospitals during a long war, is now being wrought out in our 
Federal army. But Great Britain, in the recent campaign of its army in 
China, has furnished a very instructive illustration of the life-saving power 
of the improved sanitary system that has been established in the British 
forces since the Crimean campaign, and we cannot more forcibly illustrate 
the practical value of that improved system than by quoting the following 
statements from Miss Niohtenoale’b tribute to Sir Siln-bt Herbert’s 
administration and the reform that he officially ordered. She presents 


* General Instructions for Camp Inspectors ; Sanitary Commission, Document 
SI. 

A writer in the H'nrth American lieview sMea that, "In the Mexican war, 
our volunteer forces lost, from disea.se alone, at the rate of 152 per 1,000 per an- 
num, and the regulars at the rate of 81, from the same cause. In Wellington's en- 
tire campaign in the Peninsula, his losses from disease were 113 per 1,000 strength. 
In times of pence, onr regular array lost annually at the rate of 28 per 1 ,000 strength ; 
and the British infantry, serving at home, annually lost about 18 per 1,000 
from disensc, until Lord Herbert's great reforms were instituted ; but by those rs- 
fornis, which mainly consist in supplying fresh air and an improved diet, the an- 
nual loss is reduced to a'>out 8( per 1,000 strength ; and the entire loss in the 
British army during the past four years, from all diseases, is loss than the annual 
loss previously from disease of the lunge only .” — (Sea AbrlA American Jlevuv, 
April, 1864.) 
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the stntistical evidence that even during the first three years experience of 
that reform, viz., 1859, I860 and 1801, the mortality among the “in- 
fantry of the line serving at home” was diminished from 17.90 deaths to 
* 1,000 living, to 8.50 to the 1,000, which is less than half the standard 

death-rate previous to the reform.* Truly docs Miss Niohtinoalk re- 
mark th.at the “faithful records of all wars are records of preventable suf- 
fering, disease and death. It is needless to illustrate this truth, for we all 
know it. But it is only from our latest sorrow, the Crimean catastrophe, 
that dates the rise of any sanitary administration in this country,” (Great 
Britain.) 

The latest returns of sickness and mortality in the British forces at those 
permanent stations abro.nd where the losses have always been quite uni- 
form, present to us the most remarkable results, confirming all that Lord 
Herbert, Miss Nightingale, and the advocates of Sanitary reform ever 
claimed, and proving that the work and purpose of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion of our own army are based upon soundest reasoning and the most 
philanthropic designs. We quote the following illustration of the latest 
resulLs of life saving in the British army by moans of simple sanitary im- 
provements in camps, barracks, hospitals, and the care of troops. 

“ The last official returns of sickness and mortality among the British 
forces present the best argument upon this subject. In Jamaica, the death 
rate from disease h.as fallen, since the recent reform was carried into effect, 
from 200 per 1,000 to 20; in Trinidad, from 108 to 0 (in 1800); in Bar- 
baddies, from 58 to 6; in St. Lucia, from 122 to 1 ; in British Guiana, 
from 74 to 6 ; in Canada, from 10 to 10; in Nova ^otia, from 15 to 7 ; 
in Newfoundland, from 11 to 4 ; in Bermuda, from 28 to 8; in Gibraltar, 
from 1 1 to 7 ; in Malta, from 15 to 10 ; in Ionia, from 15 to 7.”* 

Here we see the mortality reduced at ten military stations from 70.5 to 
the 1,000 living, to 6.9. Let us now look at a summary of the results of 
the British Sanitary Commission's work in the Crimea during the years 
1855-6. 

For the following brief synopsis of the results of the operations of the 
British Sanitary Commission in the Crimea, wo are indebted to a member 
of the U. S. Sanitary Commission. 

The following tables exhibit the total and comparative statistics of sick- 
ness and mortality in the British Army in the Crimean campaign, and the 
rate per cent, of the diseases and deaths of all the forces, fur, 1st. A period 
of six months just previous to and at the commencement of the works of 


* See Dorth American Hevieic, April, 1864. 
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the Sanitary Comtniasion, viz.: from Jannary to Jane, 1855 ; and, 2d. A 
period of six months, from January to June, 1856, after those works for 
Sanitary improvement bad produced their legitimate results. [All sickness 
and deaths in the Medical Staff, among Commissioned OSicers, the Land 
Transport, and the Mounted Corps, as well as all martial wounds or 
deaths in battle, are excluded from these tables ; also nearly 5,000 cases 
of sickness that failed to be properly registered during the early period of 
the campaign.] 


Retitrn ttho>cing ioUtl iicknetn atul morinlUy front 
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h 
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28. S2) 
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* This) ( — .&) shoirs ihftt the morUiiiy durlii]; iho«e ta$t »ix month« was only half of one per ernf., 
or, at ( rate of exactly one ptr cent, pi (mnum,— which would give ten de tthi to every 1,000 
nu-D in service. 


Thus the fact is demonstrated, by the most unerring statistics, that dur- 
ing the period beginning eight months after the commencement of re- 
forms by the Sanitary Commission in the Crimea, the rate of sickness in 
the army was reduced to less than one-third of that which prevailed until 
those reforms were inaugurated, the exact ratio of that decrease being as 
1359 to 4 17, or [JJ ! While the mortality — which is the more significant test 
of the utility of Sanitary improvements — presents the marvclons contra.stof 
28.82 to — .5, or 6704 to 100 ! ! i. e., the rate of mortality from 
in the army, after the work of Sanitary reform had been fully inangiiruted, 
w.as less than one fifty-seventh of the rate of mortality that prevailed dur- 
ing the same length of time preceding the reform. 

It is worthy of remark that, while the statistics show that considerable 
sickness continued to prevail during the latter or improved period, the re- 
cords of the Army UospitaU exhibit the fact that the particular dise.ases 
that were most remarkably diminished were those which Sanitary mea- 
sures are known to prevent or greatly diminish, viz., the Zymotic dise.Tses, 
such as fevers, and those maladies that are so largely represented in the 
list given in the foregoing table. 
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That this wonderful improvement in health, which was the salvation o 
the British forces in the Crimea, was directly and positively dependent upon 
Sanitary vorkt and preventive hygienic tneasurei, is a fact confessed alike 
by the military and medical officers of those forces. 

And in further corroboration of that fact, it should bo stated that while 
the British troops were thus being rescued from the fatal diseases that had 
threatened to make their encampment a Golgotha, the French camps, 
though located more favorably, and within a rifle’s range of the British, 
continued to grow more and more sickly during all the time of the grand 
improvement in the camps of their allies. In the latter, the best Sanitary 
regulations were introduced and rigidly enforced by a Sanitary Board, 
while in the former (the French camps) such regulations were utterly 
neglected, “until,” as a distinguished historian of the war has said, “with 
the French army, peace become a military necessity.” 

The Crimean Sanitary Commission consisted of three gentlemen, viz.. 
Dr. SuTnERLAND, Dr. Milrov, and Mr. Rawlenson, a civil cnglnneer. 
£ach of thae Commissioners had, fur several years, made Sanitary Science 
and its applications, a special study. They proceeded to the Crimea in 
April, 1855, taking with them upwards of thirty skilled msistanls and 
laborers, together with such implements and apparatus as they knew would 
be required in the ventilation and sewerage of hospitals and barracks, the 
cleansing and drainage of encampments, and the purification or disinfec- 
tion of transports and ships. Amon g these means were pipe tubing, drain- 
age pipes, filters, ten thousand square feet of perforated zinc plates for 
ventilation, hinges, pulleys, window fixtures, a ship load of peat charcoal, 
etc., etc. Immediately upon arrival on the Bosphorus and in the Crimea, 
the Sanitary works were commenced ; first by thorough cleansing, both 
within and without, the hospitals, barracks, and tents, and in these works 
nearly one hundred men were employed for many months; old sewers 
were cleaned and flushed ; new drains were made ; surface filth, refuse, and 
decaying materials, by thousands of cartloads, were removed, and such 
sources of ofience as could not be removed were deeply covered with dry 
earth and peat charcoal. M'ater courses, springs, and the water supply 
were cleansed and controlled ; the tents and camping grounds were rigidly 
inspected and purified, and an abundant supply of fresh air and pure water 
was everywhere secured in hospital and in camp, and, so far ns practicable 
the diet and general comfort of the soldiers were improved. 

The results of this simple and inexpensive labor astonished the world, 
though Sanitary science has always promised, and its advocates prophesied, 
just such results. 
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Says Miss NiontiNOALE, “It is the whole experiment of Sanitary im- 
provement upon a colossal scale. * * * -\Yg 

in the fa'rst seven months of the Crimean campaign, a mortality of CO per 
cent, per annum among the tioops from disease alone', * * • 

we had in the last six months a mortality not much greater than among 
our healthy Guards at home.” 



VJ -T 
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TQE PLAN AND DISTRIBUTION OF PERSONAL SERVICE 

IN THE 

SANITARY COMMISSION’S "WORK. 


Explanation of the Diagram. 

The larger circles represent Departments and Branches of labor. 

The lines represent lines of Responsibility; each centre from which lines 
diverge is responsible for the right management of the several Departments 
and Branches radiating from it. 

The duties that arc distinctly Medical and Sanitary arc associated with the 
work of Inspectors; but it will be observed that the lines of such duty finally 
meet the lines of Relief, &c., that (low from other centres of responsibility. 

N. B. — The smaller circles, as well as the lines, represent Branches and 
Subdivisions, — not individuals, — and, in most instances, several individual 
officers and assistants are thus represented on a single lino, or at a single 
ultimate circle of duty. 


The timber of Sanitary Offleere, Relief Agents, and 
Assistants, 

Tlie average numerical force of the several corps of Inspectors, Relief 
Agents, and A.ssistants, under pay by the Commission, has, during the second 
and third years of tlie war, been about iwo hundred. But in addition to 
these men, there is a considerable number of volunteer helpers in the various 
branches of labor. Men, from the ranks of the army, are also delailed oc- 
casionally, by their commanding officers, to aid the officers of the Commission 
in the fiehL Without such voluntary and military aid the expenditure for 
labor would be considerably greater than it has been hitherto. 
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